Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

Political Considerations Upon Refin'd Politicks

Naudé, Gabriel

London, 1711

Chap. III. With what Precautions, and upon what Ossasions these Refin'd
Politicks may be use of.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-1842

Visual \\Llibrary



Refin'd «Politicks. 67
are executed by their Minifters, making ufe
of their Maftets Authority to-accomplith’ na-
ny things;: either for their own private Inte-
reft, or that of the Piiblick, withont letting
the! Prince: know, thé«firft« Springs and Mo-
tions, {o weé fee the advancement of Poitell;
under-Francis the firft, was a Trick of State
of the Chancellor Poyet,) that the ill Chara&er
of Bigot-the Philofopher: given to the Tame
King was another, done by Caftellan Bithop
of \Mafoon:-And irscur-times, the Death  of
Reboul;: the Imprifonment’ 'of the Abbot (‘du
Bois; and the givingiof the Cardinal's Hat to
Monfieur 4'0ffat, were: attributed 'to Mot
fieur deVillergy, as Person’s Hat was to Mon-
fieur: de Sully; and the Execution of Travail
to Monfieur:dz Luynes.* But becaufe. more
Divifions: may: be troublefome and fuperflu-
ous, I-{hall content my felf with thefe alrea-
dy fet down; and proceed to ‘the following
Chapter, 119}

C H A P. Il

With what Precantions , and npon what
Occaftons thefe Refin'd Foliticks may
be made #fe of. -

Come now to what is moft effential as to
this Difcourfe, and fince dif®reet and good
Phyficians, never order violent and dange-*
F 2 T0US
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sous Remedies, without dire@ing what Pre-
cautions are neceffary to make them truly ufe-
ful, foIthink it proper todo upen this Oc-
cafion; and fhall be the ‘more willing, be-
caufe thefe Mafler Stiokes: of State  are-like
4'Sword, that may be manag’d well orill,
as the Lavince of Felepbus that cankillorcure;
ot like Diana at:Epbefiss.that-had two Faces,
ene {adi; the other pleafants in thort, like
the Medals invented by the Herericks, which
veprefent! the Devil:and the Pope under the
fame Featuresand Eineaments, or the Pictures
that fhety: Deathy and Life, according to"the
dfferént fides that - you ftand to look upon
them’s Befides, none but' a:Timen would fet
up Gibbets to letMen hang themfelves: upon
them ;-and for mayowmn.pact, I have 160 much
regard; for Nature, and that Humanity which
fhe preferibes us; to relate thofe Hiftories, on
purpof¢ that Peoplé might take ill Examples
from them.

T am-fehn winam quam pettore candidus
effem,
Extat adbuc nemo’ faueius ore meo.

\ Were Las bappy, asmy Breaft is ﬁ-ee

. FromScandal, none cen wounded wereby me.

Therefore being about to lay down the
Rules which ought to be obferved, that FHo-
nour, | Juftice, Profit and Decency may be
prefery’d; I tha#l have recourfe to thofe which

“Charon lias given-in his third Book, Chap. Qd:
an
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and I {hall place that firft which is upon the
defenfive, and not the offenfive, to preferve,
and not to make ones {elf great, burt to fence
off Surprize, Deceits 'and Villanies, rather
that to commit them': The World is full of
Artifice -and Malice, per fraudem & dolum
repna evertuntur, by Fraud and Treachery
Kingdoms are fubverted, fays Ariffotle; Tu
fervart per eadem nefas éffe vis, and would
youthink it Wickednefsto preferve them by
the faine Methods ? fays Lipfins. It 1s per-
mitted to countérplot what is plotted againft
us,and toplay the Fox Wwith an Old Reynard :
The Laws pardon fueh Faultsas Force obli-
aes us to commit, Jufitum eft unicuique ani-
wali, fays Salufk; ut f& vitamque tueatur, Self-
prefervation is a natural Inftin&, and accor-
ding to Tully, (Book 3. of his Offices) Com-
munis Utilitaris dereliftio- contra natnuram. eft,
It is againft Nature to fiy from our own Se-
curity : It is therefore fometimes neceflary to
let'the Byafs run more than’ ufually to one
fide, toaccommodate our felves to Times and’
Perfons, to mix Honey with the Gall, for
by the Application of a Cauftick enly, no-
thing is effected, but to leave a Rancour be-
hind 1t.: _ -

The fecond is, That it be done out of Ne-
ceflity, for the evident and important Good
of the State or Prince for whom itisdefigned 5
it is a neceffary and indifpenfable Obligation,
it is always a Duty to procure the Publick
Good, [emper gfficio fungitur, (Tays Cicero @& -

' F 3 the
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the {ame place) usilitari hominum-confulens &

Societqti, He is always doing his Duty, conful-

ting for. Society, and the Good of Mankind.

This Law which isfo common, and ought to

be the principal Guideof all the Agions of
Princes; Salus Populi fuprema Lex efto, Letthe

Safety of the People be ithe Supreme Laws,

abfolves them from :abundance of little Cir-
cumftances and Formalities. to which Juftice

would oblige them, {o.they are, Mafters: of
the Laws to extend or mitigate, to confirm or
abolifh them, not, as. it may feem good to

themfelves, but as Reafon and the Publick

Safety requires : The Honour of the Prince,

the Love of the Country, and the Welfare
of the People, are an equivalent for fomelittle

Faults and Injufticess to which;, not with a

defign to prophane any Paffage of the Scri-

ptures, may be applied the Counfel of Caiphas
the High-Prieft to the Fews, That it was ex-
pedient that ane man fbould die for the People.

‘The third is, rather-to march flowly, than
to drive furioufly, {feging

Netlla unquam de morte Hominis cunélatio

longa eft.” " = "

In cafe of Death there’s no Delay is long.
Claudian.

And that it be not made an Art or Trade, leaft
thefrequent ufe fhould be attended with fome
Injuftice. = Experience teaches us, that all
. {ych things as are wonderful and extraordi-

- nary
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gpary are not feen every Day, Comets don’t
appear but at the dlﬁance of {fome Ages, Mon-
fters, Deluges,Eruptions of V2 fuvius and Farth-
quakes happen rarely, and this uncommonefs
of the Appearance gives a Luftreand Beauty
to abundance of things which fuddenly lofe
it when they become too frequent,

Vilia funt nobis quaecunque priovibus annis:
Vidimusy & [ordet quicquid ([pectavimus

olim,

The Thing we often {ee but vile appears,
And the Contempt increafes with its Years.

T'may add, that if a Prince keeps himfelf
within thefe Bounds, he cannot well be blam’d,
nor upon that account be reputed as a bar-
barous or perfidious Tyrant, fince thefe De-
nominations are to be applyed only to fuch as
have contracted an habit of thofe 111 Qualities
and. Habits depend upon a great numbezr of
A&ions often repeated, Habitus ¢ft Acius mul-
toties repetizus, as a Line is a Continuation
of Points, and a Superficies a2 Multiplication
of Lines.

The fourth Rule is, that choice be.always
made of fuch Methods as are moft eafie
and gentle, and care be taken of that Maxim
which Claudian gave to the Emperor Hono-
rius,

Metii [atiabere poenis &
Trifte rigor nimius.

Fa The
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The Horror is too tragick for our Eyes,
What Merius has endur’'d, let that fuffice.

It belongs only to Tyrants to fay, Sentiat [e
mori, et him feel that he is dying,and to De~
vils to be pleas'd with: the Torments of Man-
kind: There fhou’d not be any Refemblance
with the Horfes at the Olyiupick Race, which
can never be eurb'd when once upon their
Carreer, the proceeding muft be by aJudge,
and not a Party, by a Phyfician, and not a
Hangman ; like a Man referv’d, prudent, wife
and difcreet, and not as one that is cholerick,
vevengeful, and given up to all forts of vio-
lent and extraordinary Paffions ; This Vir-
tue of Clemency teaches us that

Que doces us- peenis bominum _vel fanguine
pafei
Turpe ferumque putes,

None but a fierce and brutifh Mind,
¥eedson the Blood and Torments of Man-
kind,

and is always niore efteem’d than Rigour or
Severity, The Club of Hercules, as the
Poets fay, was givenhim to vanquifh Gyants,
punifh Tyrants, deftroy Monfters, and yet
it was made of an Olive Tree, as a Symbol
of Peace and Tranquillity ; it is poffible to eafe
a great Tree that is dying, by lopping off
fome of the Branches, and letting Blood at 2

, ' {eafo-
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feafonable time, often prevents extraordina-
vy Difeafes ¢ ‘Tn fhort, this" is to imitate a
good Surgeon, who begins with Operations,
that may be ‘eafily fupported 5 and even the
Fews gave certain Liquors to drink to con-
demn’d Perfons, to take away the Senfe and
Pain of their Sufferings ; the Head of Sejanus
might have fatisfy’d Tiberius; Hannibal might
have made his Captives unferviceable, with-
out killing them, and the facking of Rome
might have been lefs odious, if there-had
been more regard fhewn to the Churchesand
their Priefts, and the Marquis &’ Ancre had
not been lefs juftly punifh’d, though he had
not been dragg’d along and torn to pieces.
Wos crudeles vocabo (fays Seneca in his third
Book of Clemiency) qui puniendi caufam ha-
bent, modum non babent 3 They may be call’d
cruel who have reafon to punifh, but don't
carry 2 Mien or Temper in the doing
of 'it.

The fifth is, That to juftifie thefe Adions,
and diminith the blame that is generally caft
upon them, when Princes find therfelves re-
ducd to theneceffity of pradifing them, they
thould do, it with Concern and Regret, as a
Father that fuffers the Limb of his Child to
be cut off to fave itsLife, or asPerfonsdraw
aTooth togain fome Reft, it iswhat the Poet
does not. forget in his Defcription of a good
Prince '

Sit
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Sitpiger ad, penas Princeps , ad. pramia
roiien s ueloss
Quiqué dolet quoties cogitur ffe ferox.

.~ He’s flow to punifh, cager toreward,
__And grieves ‘when forc’d to do a thing
that’s hard. :

therefore fuch fort of Operations ought tobe
retarded, rather than haften’d too much, to
be often revolv’d in- the Mind; -and all things
are to be thought of toavoid them if poflible,
and fhould be done with the fame Reluctan-
cy, as a Man 'in’ a Tempeft ‘at Sea, would

facrifice’ all  his ‘Goods to the Fury'of that'

Element.

It is' not my Intention to conclude the num-
ber of thefe Rules, by any one that fhou’d be
thought' to be the laft that s worthy of Ob-
fervation , for1doe not judge it fitting to pre-
feribe limits to Clemency and Humanity, let

them extend their Bounds as far as they can,

they fhall always feem to'me“to betoo much
{traitned. When there is no Fear thatthe Horfe
{hould ftumble,’ we may 'give him the loofe
Rein,  when the Wind 1s fair we may hoift
all the Sails, Virtues can be endangerd by
nothing but contrary Vices, -and wlhilft they
are at a fufficient diftance from them, there is
no need te reftrain them: [t is very true that
they have not fo frecaCarreer in theSubje&t we
are treating of, as in feveral others, but this
witl be fufficient, that a Prince who cannot

be
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be altogether good, may be partly fo s and
he that fora {uperior Reafon cannot be juft,
may not be altogether cruel, unjuft, and wic-
ked; but though we had only " thefe fivé
Rules and Precautiotis, in'my Opinion thefe
are {uflicient to'let any one thathas the leaft
Inclination to ‘do'good, fee what is Reafon,
and though I'had not fet them down fo diftiné-
ly, yet Difcretion and his own Judgment,
would not let a prudent Man be ignorant'of
them. Seeing

Quid faciat, quid non bomini Prudentia
mon/lrat. (Palingenius,)

It is likewife my Intention, that all the
Hiftories I have, or {hall hereafter relate, may
only fo far pafs forjuftifiable, as they may be
found conformable to right Reafon, when
they areapplied to thefe five Rules orto thofe
of general Prudence.

But all the forementioned Maxims and
Precautions {erving only to render us onl
better inftructed and difpofed for the Execu-
tion of the Mafter Strokes of State; we
now {ee in what Rencounters and upon what
Occafions they are to be. pradis’d, Charon in
Book of Wifdom (Book 3.¢.2.) without feem-
ng to defign it, propofes three or four, but
it is briefly @ la Sfugita, as the Scyrhians let
fly their {ureft Arrows when they feem to
be flying fafteft. 1 fhall extend them farther
by Reafons and Examples and add feveral
others which will ferve as Heads or Titles

2 te
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to which thefe that are found in Hiftorians
and other Authors may be referr’d.

Now uponithefe Occafiors there is ho doubt
but they fhould be plac'd firft tho’ perhaps
they may be the moft unjuft-which happen
upon the new Ere&tion and Eftablifhment, or
the change of Principalities and Kingdoms :
And firlt to fpeak of new Ere&iohs, if we
confider the Beginning of all Monarchies we
fhall find they have had their Rife from fuch
Inventions and by Deceits , by making Reli-
gion and Miracles march at the Head of a
fong Train of Barbarities and Cruelties, Titus
Livius (Book 4. Decad. 1.) was the firft that |
made this Remark: Datur bac Venia Antiqui-
tati ot wifcendo Humana divinis pri.fnordz'a
urbium augufliora faciaty We muft give this
Allowance to Antiquity that by mingling Di-
vine things with humane we nay render the
Foundation of Citics more folemn ; which
hereafter we fhall fhew to be very true, but
at prefent, we fhall mention nothing but
what is general and begin our Proof by the
Eftablithments of the four firft and greateft
Monarchies | of the World.  The fo much
renowned Semiramis, who founded the Em-
pire of the Affyrians took great Pains to per-
{uade her People, that being expos'd in her
Infancy, the Birds were fo careful as to nou-
rith her, and bring her Food in their Bills
as they do to their young ones, and being
defirous to confirm this Fable by the laft A-
&ion of her Life, order’d that aReport {houiljd

2 6
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be fpread , ‘after ‘her Deceafe, that fhe was
turrd into a-Dove; ‘and that fhe flew away
with a great’ many other Birds, that came
into her Chamber to ‘attend her: She had
likewile Refolution enough' to counterfeit
the chinging 'of her'Sex; and ‘to-reprefent
the Perfon of Her Son Ninus, and to iinitate
him in all his A&ions, and the better to fuc-
ceed'in this Enterprife, fhe introduced a new
fort ‘of Habit amongft the People, which
might moft eafily hide every thing that fhould
difcover her fo be a Woman, ‘Brachia enim
ac ciura velamentis | caput Tiaravegit, & ne
novo babitw aliquid occultare videretur eodsm
ornatu popz_zlmﬂ fu;[i’z'rz' jubet, quem morem ve-
[lis exinde gens univerfa tenet, For her Gar-
ments cover'd her Arms and Legs, and fhe had
a Tiara upon her Head, and left there might
feem as if fomething was coneeal’d-under this
new Habit, fhe commanded all her Subjetts
to wear the fame, which Fafhion has ever
fince continued in the Nation 5 and by this
neans , primis initis [exum mentita,  puer
¢redita eft, Having from the beginning dif~
fembled her Sex, the was thought to be a
Boy, (Fuftin Book 1.) Cyrus who eftabli-
fhed the Monarchy of the Perfians , would
4dd to his Authority, by that Vine which
his Grandfather 4fyages faw pringing:, Ex
naturalibus filie cujus palnite ompis Afia 0b-
wmbrabatur, from his Daughter and overfha-
dowing all 4fia. ~ And by the Dream he had
that he fhould take Arms and chufe a Slave

for
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for his Companion in all his Enterprifes ; be-
fides this, he raifed an opinion;, -that a Bitch
had given him fuck, in 2. Wood, where he
had been expofed by Harpagus, till fuch time
as a Shepherd finding him by chance carried
him home to his Wife and bred him up care-
fully in his Cottage. ~As for Alexander and
Romulus as their Defigns had a farther Reach,
fo it was neceffary to practife more prevail-
ing Stratagemsy for which, reafon, though
they as well as the former, began by that of
their Birth, yet they carried it as high as it
was poflible, from-which Sidonius took occa-
fion to fay:

Magnus Alexander nec non Romanus ha-
bentur

Concepti, [erpente Deo.

* "The Alexanders both of Greese and Rowme
Were got by Gods 1n/“Serpents Shapes
conceal'd.

As for Alexander, he madePeoplebelieve that
Fupiter was us'd to converfe with his Mother
Qlympias ; \and, that when he came into the
Wiorld, the Goddefs Diana wras fo diligent
ih her Affiftance at his Mother’s. L.abour, that
{he mever thought - of preferving - her own.
Temple at Epbefus, which, in-the mean time,;
was entirely confum’d, by an accidental Fire.
That he might farcher eftablifh this Opinion
of his Divinity-among(t his Subje&s, he fo
difpofed the Priefts, of Fupiter, dmmon - in.

Agyp
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Agypt, ut zngredzentem Lemphun ﬂm‘zm ut
Ammonis filium, falutarenty that, they {fhould
inftantly falute him as the Son of Ammon, (Fu-

fhin 1. 11.) And; that he might the better a&

his part, Rogat;num ommes; patris interfetores
St ultus.y: refpondent patrem eus nec. poffe in-
verfici nec mori, He atks whether. he had re-
veng’d: him{elf upon all his Father’s Murthe-
rers, they anfwered him that his Father could
neither be murder’d or die: He f{oon after
fhew’d the Eftects of this Contrivance ; forhe
commanded Parmenio to. deftroy all the Tem-
ples and abolifh all the. Honours which- the
Eaftern People render’d to Fafon, Ne cujuf~
quam Nomen, in. Oriente Venerabilius, quam A~
lexandry effer, That there might ;be no'name
in the Faft, more venerable rhan that of 4-
lexander, f o this may be addcd that when
fome Captives had dif{covered to him a Re-
medy againft the poifon’d Arrows of the In-
dians, before he made 1t publick, he told the
People that it was reyeal’d to him in.a Dream.
But this infatiable Ambition having. carried
him {o far as to make: himfelf ador’d,, he
found himfelf at laft, by the l\unonﬂranccs
of Calliftbenes, the Obﬁmacy of the Lace-
demonians, and the Wounds he received. in
the Wars, that all his management was not
{ufficient to confirm this " new Apotheofis ;
and that there was need of more good For-
tune to gain an inferior Place in Heaven than
to conquer here below and Domineer over the
whole Word. If to thefe Hiftories we add that

of
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of the Death of his Father Philip, to which he
and his Mother Olympias confented, as' like-
wife that of Clytus, whom he flew, With his
own Hand, becaufe he had got too much
Authority amongft the Soldiers,- we fhall
find that Alexander pra&is’d that'in' Secret,
which Cefar afterwards did more openly, Si
violandum eft jus, regnandi caufa, I Law 1s
to 'be violated it is for the'fake of Empire.
As to' Romuhes he rais’d a Reputation by the
Story of the God Mars, his having Conver-
fation with' his Mother Rbéz ; by that of
the Wolf which nourifhed him, the' Death
of his Brother, the Afylum which he efta-
blifked at Rome, the Rape of the Sabines)
the Murther of Tatius which he fuffered to
go tnpunifi’d, “arid laftly his -Death, by
drovening himfelf in the Matlhes to make
his People believe that his Body was’ taken
up into Heaven, becaufe it could not 'be found
apon Earth. " Now if to the Mafler Stroaks
of ‘Romulus, we add thofe which Nuwma Pom-
pilius pradisd by the Intervention of the
Nymph' Egeriz ,‘and the’ fuperftitious Rites
that' he inftituted daring his Reign, it will
afterwards be €afié'to judge, by what means
Rome came' to its Grandeur. '

Quibus anfpiciis illa inclyta' Roma
Irmperivm-tervis, animos aquavit Olympo.
: : Virgil.

Rome
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Rome whofe Afcending wa’fs {hall Hea-

ven invade. :
Tnvolving Earth and Ocean in her Shade,
High as the Mother of the Gods in

Place, :
And proud, like her, of an Immortal
Race. : Mr. Diyden.

It is likewife not improper to. remark, that
as the Monarchical Government could not be
founded without {o many Tricks and {o mucls
Cunning, yet there were as many neceffary
to caufe its Ruin, when the Tzrquins being
driven from Rome for the Rape of Lucrece,
the Monarchy was changed'into a Republick.
For we may firft obferve the diffembled Mad-
nefs of Funius Brutus, his pretended Fall
the Execution of his two Sons, as well be~
caufe they were Friends to the Tarquins and
accus’d of having a Defign of Bringing them
back to the City, as'becaufe the Education
they had received, - during the Monarchy
was directly contrary to that he was' going
about to fettle; and to finith all thefe A-
ctions by a Mafter Stroke of State, and by 2
true Areanum Imperii 5, He banith’d Tarquinius
Collatinus from Rome, though he had been
the Hufband of Lucretia, his Colleague in the
Confulfhip, and had contributed as much as
he had done to the Expulfion of the Targuins:
for tho’ he made it his Pretext that the name
of the Tarquins was become fo odious to the
Romans that they could not bear it even in

the
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the Perfon of their Friends: Yet his princi-
pal Aim was not to let any one of thofe re-
main who had pufh’d Matters to the laft Ex-
tremity, and that he might not divide the
Glory of that A&ion with one whofe Merit
he had publickly confefs'd, Meminimus, fate-
mur , ejecifti Reges, abfolve beneficium. tuum,
aufer binc regium nomen, (Livy Bock 2.) It
muft be confefs'd we remember that you ex-
pell’d the Kings, complete your Benefit, and
carry hence the very name of them.

And if we would examine all the other
Monarchies and Eftates, that are inferior to
thefe four, we may find Hiftory enough
of this kind to fill'a large Volume, therefore
it thall fuffice for the laft Proof of this Ma-
xim to confider what Mabomer practisd to
eftablith. his Religion,  together with that
Empire which is the greateft in the World at
prefent. Indeed as all Perfons of great Spi-
vits have been careful to take advantage of
the moft fignal Difgraces that'have happen’d
to them, {o he likewife did the fame, for
perceiving himfelf very fubjed to the falling
Sicknefs, he made his Friends believe that
the moft violent Fits of his Epilep[y were fo
many Extafies and Signs of the Spirito £ God,
that defcended upon him, he perfuaded them
likewife that a white Pigeon, that he had
taught to eat Corn out of his Ear, was
the Angel Gabriel, who came from God. to
tell ‘him what be was to do; after this he
mide ufe of one Sergiusa Monk, to compole

an




Raﬁn’d Politicks. 83
an Alcoran, which they feigned to be di¢a-
ted by God himfelf, and at Iaft he.got a fa-
mous Aftrologer to difpofe the People by
his Predictions, that a change fhould happen
in the State, and a new Law fhould be gi-
ven them by a great Prophet, to receive that
more eafily which he was about to publifh :
But “one time perceiving that his Secretary
AbdalaBenfalon , againft whom he had taken
a-Difguft, without any Reafon, began to di-
feover and talk of hisidmpoftures, he cut hig
Throat/in the night tithe, in his own houfe,
and. fet: Fire to the four corners of it, and
thelnext. day perfuaded -the: People. that
this Fire was fent from: Heaven as a Punifh-
ment t6 him for corrupting  fome Paflages of
the Alsoran. - But thiswasnot the laft of his
Contrivances, he had.one Mafler Picce to fi-
nith withal;  He perfuadedione of his mofk
farthful Domefticks to: go-down to the bofs
tom of a Well, that was near. the highway,
and as lie was pafling by with a' grear Multis -
tude following him, as:therewas ulually, to
cry out, Mabomet is the beloved of God, M-
homet is the beloved of God: This being done
in ‘the mdnner ‘that was ‘propofed, he imme.-
diately return’d Thanks to the divine Good-
nefs for"fo fignal a Teftimony, and defir'd
all the People that attended him immediately
to fill up this Well and build a litcle Mofque
upon it for the Memorial of fuch a Miracle,
And by this Invention the poor Servant was
foon knocked on the Head, and buried under

G2 a Heap
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a Heap of Stones, that hinderd him: from
ever difcovering thisMiracle, But;

Excepit.. [ed Terra fonunt, calamique lo-
quaces,

The Earth’ and whiftling Reeds receiv'd
the Sound. . Petronius Epig,

Thé {econd Occafion that there may be ‘of
pradifing thefe fubtle Contrivances',” is ‘the
Prefervation or Reeftablifiment of Statcs and
Principalities, when by fome Misfortune; or
length of time, which diminifhes ‘and’ con-
fanies “every thing , they!begin to tend to
cuin and threaten a fodden Downfal unlefs
Care be taken to preferve thems And indeed
fecifig all things defire? their own Preferva-
tion; and are oblig’d; asmiuich as ris-poflible,
t0 maintain the Principlesiof theifBeing and
their Safety ;' Tamcperfuaded:; that! it '1s ak
Towed - may: ‘ever meceflary ' that that thould
ferve for their Support, which ferv’d! at firft
for their Eftablifiments I'may-addithatifthe
Opinion of Owid be true, ‘ )

Nois winor e[} virtus. quain qUareres parta
tiert, B e ;
Cafus incft illic, i erit, Ariis opus,
*Tis o Lef§ Virtué to preférye than gain,
“This is the Work of 'Chaiice but that of
Art, '

! ‘_';.'.' E
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it is reafonable to conclude that thefe refin’d
Politicks 'may be more juftly made ufe of
for the Deéfence than the raifing’ of a Monar-
chy; for before a State or Government was
fram’d, there was no Neceflity for the efta-
blithment of it, feeing fuch things have of-
ten proceeded from Chance, or been the effe@
of the Power or Ambition of fome particu-
lar Perfon: But on the contrary, when it is
once fettled it ought afterwards to be main-
tain’d.

Now: not to be- like thefe Vagabonds or
Gipfies

Quos aliena juvant propriis habitare mole-
ﬂum eft,

'Who have no Home but dwell at others
Cofts.

It will not be improper, after having re-
counted thefe Examples, to turn over our
own Hiftory, fince it contains thofe which
are as remarkable as the Greek or Roman.
And indeed when I confider what was done
by Clovis our firft Chriftian King, T muft
confefs that I never {aw any thing that came
up to it in all Antiquity; for the Country
of the Gauls was then divided into four dif-
ferent Nations, of which the Vifigath pof-
fefled Gafiony, the Burgundian was Mafter
of the Lionnois, the Roman commanded in
Soiffons and the neighbouring Provinces, and
the Franks whq were then almoft all [’agans

G 3 gov ernd
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govern’d the remainder : He was defirous to
unite and bring together thefe four divided
parts under his own Dominion, as 4fcula-
pins did to the Limbs-of Hippolytus. ‘Yo ac-
complifh this Defign, perceiving that Paga-
nifm began infen(ibly to lofe ground and be-
come antiquated, after having gain’d the Bat-
tle of Tolbiac over a German Prince, he took
the Refolution to become a Chriftian, and
by that means pleafe Clorilda the Queen, a
great number of Prelates and all the com-
mon People of France. Upon which [ may
make this Remark, that although it would
be more decent to attribute thefe firft Mo-
tives of fo confiderable a Change to fome
holy Infpiration obtain’d by the Prayers of
the good Queen Clotilda, and that I thould
interpret every thing that 1s doubtful in the
beft fenfe; yet in this place I may rank my
{elf amongft the Politicians, who are the on-
ly. People that have the Privilege of inter-
preting things otherwife, or at leaft of find-
ing..out fome Craft or Stratagem in .them,
that there may always appear to be fomething
in them that is refind, to quicken the Spirits
of fuch Perfons as they inftrudt, by the re-
cital of fuch remarkable Aétions, and pafling
a Judgment upon: them as if they were true,
though they are often founded upon Con-
jeftures and Sufpicions, which can in no
wife be prejudicial to the Truth of Hiftory.
Let us proceed therefore to fpeak of this Con-
" verfion of Clovis, according to the Senti-
ments
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ments of Pafjuier and fome other Politici-
ans: We fhall fay, that the facred Oil and
the Auriflamb or Banner, of which Paulus
Amilivs makes no mention, were fo many
Contrivances of State to give Authority ‘to
the change of his'Religion, which he would
make ufe of'asa powerful Machine to ruine all
his little neighbouring Princes.  And in truth
he began with theRomans whohad incurr’d the
common Hatred of all foreign Nations, then
he encounters the Vifigoths, upen Pretence
that they were Arians, and at laft he fell upon
the Princes Regnacaire, Cacarie, Sigebert,
and his Son defcendants of Clodion; who had
taken Pofleflion of fome fmall feantlings of
France, and caus’d them all to be treacherou-
fly affaflinated, without any other pretext,
than to avoid the Refentment they might one
Day have of the Wrong Merovens his Grand-
father had done them. * After this any one
may judge (as I have hinted before) what
reafon Monfieur Savaron could have to en-
deavour to prove, that Clovis was a Saint,
In my Opinion, the beft proof which can be
given us is to make him fay, as a certain Poet
did Seipio, ,

Si fas cadendo caleflia ﬁ;(mdere regna
Mi (oli ceeli maxima porta patent.

If we by Slaughter to the Heav’ns may fly
‘Lo me the largeft Gate does open lie,

G 4 But
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But as the Wifdom of Men'is‘Foolifthnefs
with God, it happen'd that his Succeflors
fuffering themfelves.to be led by the Nofe
by the Maflers of the Palace, the Kingdom
at laft, after the change of divers Hands,
came .to Pepin an off-fet of the Family of
Clodion, as Pafyuier has fhown it, and fo
contributed to the good of the true Line, and
united the Kingdom of France, but could not
long preferve it .1n his ownFamily or its De-
{cendants. -

France being fo reunited by Clovis, and
afterwards much augmented by Charlemagne,
continu’d a long time in a flourifhing Condi-
tion till the Enmglifb made a War upon it,
which they purfued fo obftinately, that: be-
ing almoft become Mafters of it, it was ne-
ceflary under Charles the Seventh, to have re-
courfe to fome refin’d Stroke to drive them
thence; which was to that of Foan the Maid
of Orleans, which is confefs'd to be fuch a
piece of Policy by Fuftus Lipfius in his Poli- |
ticks, and. fome other Hiftorians 5 but particu- |
larly by two of our own, that is, Bellay
Langey m his Artof War, and Huaillos in his
Hiftory, not to mention feveral other lefs

confiderable Authors. Now this having {uc-
* ceeded fo happily, and fhe being only burnt
in Effigie, our Affairs began a little while
after to grow worfe, as well by means of the
preceding Wars, as of thofe that follow’d.
France was like unfound Bodies; “full of ill
Humours and Pthifick, - that cannot breathe

but
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but by Art, and are fuftain’d only by the'help
of Remedies. For after that time the vras
not fupported but by the Stratagems of Lew-
is the Eleventh, Francis the Firft, and Chbarles
the Ninth, and others of our Princes, fome of
which fhall be ‘mention’d hereafter, as'I'find
occafion.

The third Reafon which may authorize
thefe refin’d Politicks is, when the bufinefs
is to leffen or abolifh {fome Rights, Privile-
ges, Franchifes, and Exemptions which the
Subjecs enjoy:to the Prejudice and Diminu-
tion of the Power of the Prince. = So when
Charles the Fifth would ruine the Right of
Election, and fecure the Empire in Riscown
Family, he tothat end made ufe of the Preach-
ing of Lurber, and gave him time enough
+o eftablifh his Tenets, that fo his Doétrine
taking foot in Germany, “a Divifion might
{pring up amongft the Electors, and that he
might more eafily ruine them, when it was
a proper time to undertake it. It is what
has been fo judicioufly remark’d by Monfieur
de Nevers, i his Difcourfe printed in'the
Year 1590. upon 'the Pofture of Affairs: of
State, dedicated to Pope Sixtus the Fifth, the
Paflage is this: * The pretence of Religion
« (fays he) is no new thing, and many great
¢ Princes have made ufe of it to attain their
« Ends. I fhall only mention the War
¢ which Charles the Fifth made againft the
¢ Proteftant Princes, for he would never
« have undertaken it if it had not been with
“an

o~
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an intention to make the Imperial Crown
become Hereditary to the Houfe of Auftria,
therefore he attack’d the Electoral Princes
to ruine and abolith this Ele&ion: For if
Zeal for the Honour of God and the de-
fire . of maintaining the holy Catholick
Religion ,‘émd been predominant in his
Mind, he would never have ftaid from the
Year 1519, when he was eletted Emperor,
till the Year 1549, before he took Arms,
fince the Herely of Luther, which began
to kindle in Germany about the Year 1526,
might have then been eafily extinguifh'd
without fetting on Fire fo great a part of
Europe.  But becaufe he thought this No-
velty might bring him greater Benefit than
Damage, both in regard to the Pope and
the Princes of Germany, becaufe of the
Divifion that would be occafion’d amongft
them 3 not only between the fecular Princes
and the others, but even amongft the mean-
eft Laicks: he fuffer’d it to increafe till it
produc’d the Effect that he had projected,
and then he ftirr’d up Paul the Third to
make War againft the Proteftants, under
the pretence of Religion; whereas it was
in truth to extirpate them and make the
Monarchy become Hereditary to his Houfe.

This was likewife taken notice of by Fran-
¢is the Firfl, in his Apolog y made in the Year
1537. The Emperor, under colowr of Religi-
on, flrengthned by a Catholick League made
among$t the Catholicks , wonld oppofe the o-

tbc’z'.g
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shers and make way for bis Monarchy. It
was in truth a very great defign, with a
long reach, and contrivid with much Judg-
ment and Prudence. But Philip the Second
made ufe of another that had a more quicker
and more certain Effe&t, though it were in
an Affair of lefs Confequence, which was
only the abolithing the Privileges that had
been enjoy’d by the Kingdom of Arragon,
which were fo advantageous, and fo vigo-
roufly maintain'd by that People, that the
Kings of Spain could not boaft of an abfolute
Command over them. A fair occafion pre-
fented it {elf for that purpofe, Antonio Perez
his Secretary, and their Countryman, after
having broke Prifon in Ceffile, was retir’d
into Arragon to {ecure his Life by the Privi-
leges of that Country : Philip thought he had
now a fair Pretence to get {fuch a Thorn out
of his Footy wherefore having underhand
concerted it with the Fefuirs, that they
thould excite the People to take Arms and
defend the Privileges and Liberties of their
Country, he therefore affembles a great Ar-
my and feems as if he would encounter the
Arragonians : In the mean time the Fefuits
begin to play their part,and fing another Song,
remonftrating to the People,that the King had
Reafon on his fide, that his Forces were too
weak to ftand the hazard of any Engage-
ment, after which there would be no hopes
of Pardon. In fhort, they manag’d the mat-
ter {fo well, that Fear and Confternation fell

upon
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upon: the: A#ragonians, their Army was difs
pers'd, every one was amaz'd, fled and hid
himfelf, - In the:mean time the King’s Army
pafles through the Country, enters the City
of | Saragoffa, builds a' Cittadel, demolifhes
the principal Houfes; fome were executed,
others banifh’d, and nothing omitted that
might entirely ruine and fubdue that Pro-
vince, which is now more {ubje to the ab-
folute Will of the King of Spain than any o-
ther. . On the contrary, when, fome extra-
ordinary Law is to be eftablifh’d, fome Re-
gulation of Confequence tobe made, or fome
fevete Judgment to be pafs’d, it is neceffary
to ufe the fame Means, and to have recourfe
to thefe Maxims: Andof this we have fome
Examples amongf(t the Romans and other
wife Nations, ithat ‘we have no longer any
room to doubt of it. . Could any thing be
more cruel than to decimate a whole Legion
for the Gowardice of fome particular Soldi-
ers?  And yet this Cuftom was ftriély ob-
ferv'd amongft the Romans, to keep the Sol-
diers in  their, Duty by the Terror of fuch
Punithments., And the fame Romans to hin-
der the Attempts rwhich Slaves. might make
upon their, Mafters, order'd that when fuch
a Crime had been committed in a Family, all
the Slaves that belong’d to-it fhould be flain
at their Mafter's Funeral :© And this Law
was o religioufly obferv’d, thatPedanius the
chief Officer of the City being murder'd by
oune of his Slaves, therg were four hundred

: Execu-
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Executed notwithftanding the Interceffion
that all the People of Rome made for them,
and even againft the Opinion of” feveral of
the Senators, who were fo vigoroufly op-
pos’d by Caffus, and with fuch forceable Rea-
fons, that he carried the Pomt, though it
was thought to be againft the I.aws of Hu-
manity, as it is related by/!Tzcitus 1n the
fourth Book of his Annals. | A 'his is likewife
the Precept of Cicero: (inhis firft Book: of
Offices) That itz probanda -eft manfuetudo
atque Clementia ws Reipublica caufa: abbibea-
tur [everitas, fime qud adminiftrar: Civitas non
poteft, Good Nature and Clemency are to be
approv’d of in fuch a degree, as that Severity
may be made ufe of in the Necefiities of the
Commonwealth, for without that no City
can be govern’d.. The Perfians had ancient-
ly this Law to fecure the Life of their Prince,
that whoever attempted 1t was not only
punifb’d in his own Perfon, but in thofe of
his whole Kindred, who were put to Death
in the fame manner, as is particularly re-
markable in the Story of Befjus. 'And Fer-
dinando Pinto fays, he had been in a King-
dom where the {ame Cuftom was put in pra=
&ife upon fifty or fixty Perfons, that were
akin to'a young Page, who at the Age of
ten or twelve Years had been fo bold as to
ftab his Prince.  The great Tamerlane under-
ftanding that a Soldier in his Army had drank
a'Quart of Milk and refus’d to pay for it, or-
der’d his Belly to'be rip’d up in the Prefence
T of
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of all his Companions, that by fo extraordi
nary an Example he might keep them in O-
bedience to his Commands. ‘The Crimes of
Coining falfe Money, and Herefy, were not
more heinous a hundred Years ago than at
prefent, and yet Coiners are now boil’d in
Oil, and Hereticks burnt alive, for no other
end but to ftrike Terror into the Minds of
thofe People, who by the fingle Prohibition
of their Prince, could not be kept within the
Bounds of their Duty; Er fic multorum faluti
potius quam libidini confulendum, And {o the
Safety of the Multitude is to be confulted ra-
ther than their Appetite, fays Salufl.
Another Occafion of remaining, rigid in
the execution of thefe Maxims, is; when it
1s neceflary to ruine fome Power, which be-
Ing too great, numerous, or. extenfive, can-
not eafily be humbled by any other Methods,

——Cum illam
Defendant numerns, junéieque umbone Pha-
langes.

And though it was extremely to be wifh’d
that it might always be accomplifh'd as eafily
as the Kings of Spazn did that of banifhing the
Morifcos and Marons out of their Kingdoms, to
the number of above two hundred and forty
thoufand Familes, and that by virtue of a-
fingle Edict: Neverthelefs, becaufe all Affairs
are not alike in their Circumftances, nor Dis
feafes attended by the fame Symproms, fo it
1s neceflary to change the Medicines often,

2 to
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to ufe fome that are more violent than o-
thers.

Ulcera poffeffis alte fuffufz medullis,
Non leviore manu, ferro curantur &eignes,
Ad vivum penetrant flamme, quo funditus

bumor
Defluat, & vacuis corrupto [anguine venis
Arefcat fons ille mali. Claudian. 3. in

Eutrop.

When Ulcers through th’ invenoin’d Mar-
row flow,

*Tisno foft Hand, but unrelenting Blow,

With Steel and Fire that muft the Cure
begin,

Then to the quick the fubtle Flame breaks
in 3

Dries up the Spring of this corrupted
Blood,

And fends the Humours forth with an im-
petuous Flood.

The Slaughter which Mizhridates made in one
Day of forty thoufand Roman Citizens, dif-
persd in {everal Provinces of Afiz, was one
of thofe Strokes of Policy of which I am
fpeaking 5 fo were likewile the Sicilian Ve
pers, authorizd by Peter King of Aragon,
and fubtly contrivd by Prochyrus, a great
Lord of the Country, who under the Dif-
guife of a Cordelier, form’d his Party fowell,
that upon Esffer-Day, (or as fome fay Penre-
coft ) inthe Year 1282, when the Bell went

for
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for Ve[pets, the Sicilians thould maffacre alk
the French that were in their Iflands, with-
out fparing fo much as Women or Children;
fuch a Story happen’d about twenty Years
ago in the Ifle of Magna, where the Inhabi-
tants of the City of Corma deliver'd themfelves
after the fame manner, and in one Night,
from anArmy of thirty thoufand Men, that had
been fent thither by A#comat, General of the
King of Perfia. But fince we have in our
French Hiftory the Example of St. Bartholo-
mew, which is more fignal than any that is
to be found in any other: Let us confider it
1 all its principal Circumftances, It was un-
dertaken by Queen Katherine de Medicis
provok’d by the Death of Captain Monfieur
Charry, by Monfieur de Guife, who would
revenge the Affaflination of his Father com-
mitted by Poltror at the Inftigation of the
Admiral and the Proteftants, and by King
Charles, and the Duke of Anjou, the firft de-
firing a Satisfaction for the Retreat which
the , Proteftants forc’d him: to :make fooner
than he would have done from Mzaux to Pa-
#i5.5, and both thinking to ruin the Hugonots ,
who had been the caufe of all thofe T'roubles
and Maflacres ‘which had happen’d for the
{pace of thirty-or forty Years in that King-
dom.. The Affair ' had been  concerted for
many Years, and with fuch a refolution to
keep it fecret, :that  Lignerolles, Gentleman
to the Duke of Anjoy, having {ignified to the
King, though with the utmoft Privacy thas
he
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he knew fomething of it, he was difpatch’d
immediately in a Duel, that the King under-
hand occafion’d him to be engag'd in. Paris
was the place chofe out to affemble, the Peo-
ple of the beft Rank and Quality among the
Huguienots , the reafon for it was the Solem-
nity of the Marriage between Henry of Na-
vayre, who was of that Religion, and Queen
Margaret, the Wound givett by the Dukeof
Guifeto his old Enemy the Admiral, wasthe
beginning ‘of the Tragedys; the manner of
executing it was by caufing twelve hundred
Carbineers, and the Companies of Swifs to
march to Paris, was approv’d of by the Ad-
miral, as believing it was to defend him a-
oainft the Houfe of Lorrainy in fhort, all was
fo well difpos’d, that nothing fail’d but in
the Execution, in which, if they had pro-
ceeded with Rigour, it muft have been con-
fefs’d that it had been the moft daring Stroke,
and carry’d on with the moft refin’d Policy
that had ever appear’d, either in France or
any other places. As for my felf, although
St. Bartholomew be at prefent iequally con-
demn’d by Proteftants and Catholicks, and
though Thuanus has deliverd his Father’s
Opinion and his own, by thefe Verfes of
Statius. :

Qccidat illa dies avo, neu poftera eredant
Sacula, nos certe taceamus ¢ obyuta multa
Nocle, tegi proprie patiamur criming gentis.

3} Let
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Let that Day in Times Annals ever die,

Let us at leaft defend it from the Light,

And hide our Nation’s Crimes in dedd of
Night.

I fhall not neverthelefs fear to fay, that it
was a very juft and very remarkable Action,
and that the Caufe was more than lawful,
although the Effe@s were very dangerous
and extraordiriary: To me it feems bafe in
the French Hiftorians, to give up the Caufe
of Charles the Ninth, and not to thew the
juft Reafon he had to rid himfelf of the Ad-
miral and his Accomplices; ‘his Accufation
and Sentencé were drawn up many Years
ago, and afterwards tranflated into eight Lan-
guages ; but then cameout a fecond Cenfure
of that A&ion, which explain’d the former,
and fthew’d that the Proteftants had {o often
been declared guilty of High Treafon, that
there was great Caufe to applaud thefe Pro-
ceedings, as the only Remedy for the Wars
that have happen’d fince that time, and per=
haps will follow to the end of our Monate
chy, if that Maxim of Cardan liad been pui-
fued, Nunquam tentabis us-non perficias, Ne-
ver attempt, unlefs you go through with it
You fhould imitate expert Chirurgeons, who
when the Vein is open, let the Blood run e-
ven till the Patient faints, to clean{e the Bo-
dy ofall its Humours: It 1s not fufficient to
4et out well, but the Courfe is to be conti-
nued, the Reward is at the Goal, and the

End
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End regulates the Beginning ; however, it
may be objected, that there are three Circum-
ftances in this Adtion, which tender it ex-
tremely odious to Pofterity ;. the firft is, that
the Proceeding wras not according to the Form
of Law 3 the fecond, that there wastoo great
an Effufion of Human Bload, and the laft,
thatthere were a great many innocentPetfons
involv'd'in the fame Fate with the guilty. I
fhalbanfwer as to the firft, that here it is ne-
ceflary to underftand what our Divines fay,
De Fide Hagreticis fervanda, how Faith is
. to be kept ‘with Hereticksy and befides, I
fhall {peak ‘according to my own Qpinion,
that the Hugonots having often broke their
Wotd with us, and 'having endeavourd to
feize King Charles at Méaux and other Places,
we might render the fame to them 3 and be-
fides, don’t we read in Pluto's fifth Book of
his Republick, That they who command, that
is tofay, Sovereigns, may {ometimes cheat and
lie, when fome extraotdindry Benefits may
arife from thence to their Subjeéts. Now could
there happen any thing better to France than:
the total Ruin of the Proteftants; affuredly,
had this A&ion been omitted, they would
have ridicul’d us for the want of Judgment,
and we thould have been ‘almoft as much in
Fault, as the Admiral was in coming witlh
the Flower of his Party to be_enclos'd in 2
populous City, that always bore him the ut-
moft hatred, without diftrufting the Queen
Mother , whofe Favourite Charry he had
H a2 flain,
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flain, of the Family of Lorrain, whofe Fa-
ther he had affaflinated, nor the King him-
felf, whom he had caufed to" gallop from
Meaux to Paris. Did not he know that his
Religion which was hated even by Perfons of
the moft eafie and condefcending Temper,
could not but be abominated and detefted by
thofe Fellows with which he was ufually
accompany’d ; befides, what fhould hinder,
but that the Report that was {pread at the
fame time that they defign'd to treat us after
the fame manner as they were usd after-
wards when their Intrigues were difcover’d,
might be true; moft People think it was true,
and for my own part I believe it may be de-
pended upon as to what concerns the Effu-
fion of Blood, which is  faid to have been fo
prodigious, it did not equal that which was
{hed at Coutras, St. Denys, Moncontour, or in
feveral other Slaughters that were made by
the Huguenors. ~ And whoever fhall read in
Hiftory, that the Inhabitantsof Cafares flew
fourfcore thoufand Fews in one Day, that a
Million two hundred and forty thoufand Per-
fons perifh’d in Fudea in feven Years time
that Cefar boafts in Pliny, that in his foreign
Wars he had deftroyéd a Million a hundred
and ninety two thoufand Men, and Pompey
many more in number ; that Quintus Fabius
fent a hundred thoufand Gauls into the other
World, (zius Marius two hundred thoufand
Cimbers, Charles Martel three hundred thou-
fand Theutons , ‘that two thoufand ‘Roman

Knights,
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Knights, and three ‘hundred Segators, were
facrificd to' the Paflion' of the Triumvirat,
four Legions entire’ to that of Syla, forty
thoufand Romans to' that of Mithridates
that Sempronius Gracchys ruin’d three hun-
dred Cities in Spain, and the Spaniards all
thofe in the New World, with more than
feven or eight Millions of Inhabitants. I fay,
whoever will confider all thefe bloody Tra-
gedies, moft of which are to be read in 7u-
ftus Lipfius's Book of Conftancy, will find e-
nough to aftonifh him amidft fo many Barba-
rities, and likewife to make him think that
this of St. Bartholomew was not one of the
greateft, although it wasone of the moft juft
and neceffary. ~ The third difficulty feems ve-
ryconfiderable, feeinga great number-of Ca-
tholicks were involvd in the fame Tempet,
and feem’d ‘to attone for the Death of their
Enemies. But the Maxim of Craffus in the
fourteenth Book of the dnnals of Tacitus, may
ferve for-an anfwer in few Wards, Haber
aliquid ex iniquio omme magnum exemplum quod
contra fingulos utilivate publica rependitur, E-
very great Example has fomething in'it that
is urijuft, which as it relates to Particulars, is
recompenc’d by the publick Benefit. 'Whence
comes it then that fo great an Action, feeingit
was both ‘lawful and ‘reafonable, {hould ne-
verthelefs be fomuchblan’d and cry’ddown;
as for my. felf; T attribute the firft Caufe to
have been becaufe it was done by halves, for
the Heguenots ‘who remain’d could not but
H 3 dif-
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difapprove it, and the Catholicks who faw
that it {feem’d to no purpofe, could not for-
bear faying, that the Enterprize might'have
been let alone, fince they did not go through
with it; whereas on the contrary, -if all the
Hereticks had been maflacred, there would
none remain at prefent, at leaft in France, to
find fault with it, and the Catholicks like-
wife would have had no Caufe to do-it; con-
{idering the great Repofe and Quiet it would
have brought them. The fecond ‘Reafon is,
that according to that of the Poet, '

Segnius irrvitant animos demiffa per anves,
Quam qua funt oculis fubjetta fidelibus.

That the Mind is lefs affeéted by the Ear,
than by that which the Eye is witnefs of.
So we find that they do not {peak of this
Adion in fuch ill Terms in Jzzly, and other
Forcign Parts, as they do in France, where
it was committed in the midft of Paris, and
in the Prefence of a Million of Perf{ons 5 and
therefore the Polanders who receivid a pag-
ticular Narrative of the F: act, from Perfons
that were the moft fpiteful and malicious 5
when the Bithop of Palence {ollicited  their
Votes for Henzy the Third, did not make any
great difliculty in giving them; becaufe they
knew very well that no true Judgment could
be made of the natural Temper of a Prince,
from one extraordinaryand violent Adtion, to
which he had been forc’d by very juft and
powerful Reafons of State, - I may adg, that

this
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this Fa& is not very far beyond our own Me-
mory, that the greateft part of our Hiftories
have been made fince that time by the Hu-
guenots, and in fhort, that we have fo large
and particular a Defcription of it in the Me-
moirs of Charles the Ninth ; the Hiftory of
Beza, the Mariyrologies, and feveral other
Books compos'd by Proteftants to condemn
this Matter, that nothing is forgot to render
it blameable and odiousy fo that it eannot
happen otherwife, but that they who hear
the Depofitions of fuch corrupt Witnefles
fhould be of their Opinion, although all Per-
fons, who fetting afidethe little Circumftan-
ces can judge without Paffion, will be of a
contrary Opinion. Befides, no Perfon can
denybut that there were {fo many fa&tiousPer-
fons, and fuch as bore a Command in their
Country, who were put to death upon that
Day of St. Bartholomew, that from that time
the Hugpuenots have not been able to raife
Forces from amongft People of their own Per~
{uafion, and that this Blew broke all their
Correfpondents, all their Cabals and Intriegues
that they had both within and without the
Kingdom, and indeed, that all their Efforts
were inconfiderable, ualefs fuftain’d by the
Broils and Seditions of the Catholicks. It is
likewife true which {ome Politicians have
remark’d, that the fame Day was the caufe
of a Mifchief that could not be expefted; for
all the Cites, who upon St. Bartholomew'’s
Day perfornid the King's Orders and flew the

R+, 3 Hugugs
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Huguenots, in hopes to procure Peace ‘to the
Kingdom, were thefirft that began the League
upon the Account that they were afraid, and
not without Reafon, that the King of Na-
varre, Who wasa Huguenot, {hould upon his
comingto the Crown, thew fome Refentment
of the Fa&, and for this Caufe it may be faid,
that the Defign of St. Bartholomew not ha-
ving been executed {o fully as it thould, did
not only not.appeafe the War, for which end
it was undertaken, but rais'd another which
was ftill more dangerous.

But to preceed, when there is occafion to
give Autority to a Perfon, and to the Affair
that he is concern’d, to raife the Reputation
of a Prince, to gain, bring over or encou-
rage an Undertaker in fome important Defign ;
I think for the more eafie attaining of fuch
Ends, .the Stratagems and refin’d Policies of
State may be made ufe of.

So we fee that all the ancient Lawgivers,
when they would eftablifh, confirm and au-
thorife the Laws, which they gave their Peo-
ple, thought “they could not fucceed better
than by {preading it abroad with all Indu-
ftry, and caufing it to be believed . that they
had received them from fome Divinity, Zo-
zoafler from Oromafis, Trifmegiftus from Mer-
cury , Zamolxis from Vefta, Charondas from
Saturn, Mings from Fupiter, ‘Lycurgus from
Aollo, Draco and Solon from Minerva, Numa
from the Nymph Egeria, Mabomet from the
Angel Gabriel 5" But Mofes , who was thi

moft
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moft wife of all of them, hag defcrib’d tous
in the Book of Exvdus, how he receiv’d his
immediately from God himfelf. "Upon 'this
Confideration, although the Kingdom of the
Fews be entirely ruin'd and abolifl’d, Manfic
tamen (fays Campanella in his Political Apho-
vifms)  Religio-Mofaica cum  [uperflitione in
Hebrzis ¢ Mahometanis, & cum reformatio-
ne praclariffimia in Chriftianiss Yet the Mo-
faical Religion remained with Superftition a-
mongft the Hebrews and Mabometans ,* and
with a moft excellent Reformation amongft
the Chriftians. And I take this to be the
reafon why Cardan counfels fuch Princes, as
for the Obfecurity of their Birth, Want of
Money, Pattifans or Military Forces, cannot
govern their States with {ufficient Splendor
and Authority, to take the Support of Reli:
gion; ‘As was heretofore done with extraor-
dinary Succefs by David, Numa and Vefpafian.
Philip the fecond of Spain, being one of the
wifeft Princes of his Age,” thought of a neat
Contrivance to' give his Son an: early Autho-
rity amongft thofe People that he' fhould one
day govern: For he made an Edi¢t; that was
extremely prejudicial to his Subjedts, and let
the Rumour be fpread from time to time that
he would publith and enforce it, upon which
the People began to murmur and complain
The King neverthelefs perfifted in his Refo-
lution;, which was likewife followed by the
redoubled Complaints of the'People § at laft
the Report comes to the Ears of. the Infant,
: who




106 Canﬁdemtiam upon

who promifes to aflift the People, and by all
means pofiible to hinder that this Edi& thould
not be publifhed, and to that Effet, he threat.
ned all fuch as thould endeavour to put it in
Execution, and omitted nothing that might
fhew the Defire he had of delivering the
People from that Oppreflion : So that Phifip
having plaid his Game, and {peaking no more
of the Edi&, every one imagined that the
Oppofition made to it, by the young Prince,
was the only Caufeof its being fuppreft 3 and
by this means his Father gain’d him an Empire
in the Hearts and Affe&ions of the Spaniards,
whichavas more affur'd than that he had o-
ver the Kingdoms-of both the Spains; Longe
enim valentior eft amor ad obtinendum qyod
velis quam timor, {ays Pliny Funior in his
eighth Epiftle, For Love is more prevalent
in ebtaining what you defire than Fear.

In thort, if we confider the means that
were us'd to-convert Hemry the fourth to the
Catholick Religion, and to confirm him in it,
wre {hall find a great deal of Condué, Wit, and
Induftry throughout the whole Action. For
though we ought to hold it for a certain
Truth, as may appear by many Teftimonies
which he gave in his Life time, that it was
real, yet if we give our {elves the Liberty to
confider it as Politicians, we may eafily remark
three things, to wit, the Motives. of his Con-
verfion, which were no other than the obfti-
nate Refiftance of Monfieur du Main, vwho
upon this Occafion in the Memairs of Tavanes

15
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is faid o bave been next under God the fole
Author of the Converfion of Henry the fourth
for it s certain that had it not been for him,
He might have madeavery advantagious Trea-
ty without the change of his Religion. One
may likewife placeamongft the Motives of this
Converfion the Counfel given to the King by
Monfieur de:Sully, one of the principal and
moft fenfible Hugonots in his Army: That the
Crown of France was well worth the Trouble
of bearing one. Mafs. - As for what concerns
the Circumftances of his Converfion, there
were two very remarkable; the firft was that
the King had not a bigotted or fuperftitious
Divine to inftru& and catechife him , who
might have made ‘the Entrance of .our Chur-
ches like to thofe Porticoes and Veftibles of !
which the Poet fays,

Centauri in foribus. [tabulant Scylleque bi-
. formes,

There Monfters ftand, Centanrsof double
Form. '

But by Rene Prenouft Dofor of Divinity and
Curate of the Parith of St. Enflace, who, if
one may judge by the common Report, and
what happen’d at the point of his Death, was
neither an over zealous Catholick, nor an ob-
ftinate Heretick ; from whence it cameto pafs,
that by a dextrous Management of the King’s
Confcience, after the {ame manner as he had
done ‘that of his Parithioners for the {pace of

twenty
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twenty five or thirty Years, he made him
only comprehend the principal Myfteries
without too large an Heap of the leffer Ce-
remonies and Traditions; and {o manag'd
this Converfion , rather like:a Man of Pru-
dence and a Politician, than an over fcrupus
lous and {uperftitious Divine.. The f{econd
thing remarkable was the Story of Mar-
tha Broffrer a Demoniack, which indeed was
only afeign’d Contrivance fet on foot by
fome zealous Catholicks fupported by a Car-
dinal, that the Devil, by which fhe was faid
to be poflefs’d; coming to be:driven out by
Virtue of the Holy Sacrament,: the King
thould take occafion to believe the real Pre-
fence in the Eucharift, of which real Prefence
or rather Tranfubftantiation,they didnot think
he was entirely perfuaded.’ ‘But the King
who would not let himfelf be eafily furpriz’d
before he fuffered them to come to Exorcifms,
ordered Phyfitians and Surgeons to be call'd
m to give their Advice and Opinion 3 which
Being conceiv’d in thefe Terms, as reported by
Monfieur Marefcot 1 a little Book that he
has publifh’d of this Story :  Neturalia mulia,
fitta Plurima, a Daemone nullz; That many;of
thofe thingsproceeded from Nature, moft from
Contrivance, none from the Devil : 'T'he poor
pofleft Creature after having difcovered: this
Ignorance and Brutithnefs of -all the Bigots of
Paris; was threatned to be whipt out of -the
Town if {he did not depart fpeedily : Upon
which a certain Abbot carried her: to Rigr‘(z,e,,

rom
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from whence Cardinal 4'0ffat ‘made her re.
tire fo fuddenly, that the had not time to
impofe upon any one. The laft thing re-
markable in'this Converfion is what follow-
. ed afterwards, upon which a Politician who
ought te profit and gather Inftru&ion from
the leaft Syllables and Hints given by Hifto-
rians, may make RefleGtion upon the Anfwer
of ‘a Peafant to King Henry, that the Pouch
will always fmell ‘of the Herring 5 when be-
ing incognito, he afk'd him what the People
thought of the King’s Converfion ; as like-
wife that ‘of the Marefchal de Biron, who
being difgufted at the Refufal made him of
the Government of Bourg in Breffe, {aid to-
one of his Friends, that if he had been a
Hugonot it would not have been deny’d him
It 1s from Cayer (Book 7. Hift.) that 1 have
thefe Remarks, which no one, except a Po-
litician, would look upon as probable, fince
they are confuted by abundance of others
that are directly oppofite to them. g

Laftly, The Law of Contraries, which
ought to be treated of under the {ame gene-
ral Head, obliges us to put into this rank the
Occafions that ‘may be prefented of bound-
ing or ruining the too great Power of a Per-
fon, that would abufe it to the Prejudice of
the State, or by the great number of hisPar-
tifans, and the Cabals of his Correfpondents
has render’d himfelf formidable to his Sove-
reign, 1o as to difpatch him fecretly, without
pafling through all the Formalities of a re-

gular
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gular Juftice. Tt may be done, fay the re.
fin'd Politicians, provided that he is guilty
and has deferv’d a publick Death, -if it wras
poflible to punifh him after that manner. "The
reafon upon which Charron turns this Maxim
is, that in this there is nothing violated but
the Form, and that the Prince being Mafter
of thefe Formalities, he may difpenfe with
them as he thinks; it neceffary. ~When any
one amongft the Romans, would by force ob-
tain an Ofhice without the confent of the Peo-
ple, or gave the leaft fufpicion of Afpiring
to the Sovereignty, they punifh’d him with
Death, Lege Valeria, by the Valerian Law,
that is to fay, as foon as ever they could and
without Form of Juftice, which they thought
not of till the Execution was over : The fa-
mous Lawyer Ulpian goes farther, when he
fays, that Si forte Latro manifeftus, vel fedi-
tio prarupta, fattigque cruenta vel alia jufla
caufi, moram non recipiunt non pene féfling
tione, [od praveniendi periculi caufa punire
permittit o deinde feribere.  If a  manifeft
Thief, or a Sedition broke forth, or a bloody
Fa&ion, or any other juft Caufe, do not ad-
mit of delay, it is permitted to punifh, not
to haften the Punithment, but to prevent the
danger, and afterwards to write, that is, to
frame the Inditment, ot the Formalities of
the Accufation. * Such were the Executions
of Parmenio and Philotas-by Alexander,: of
Plautian and Sgjanus amongft the Romans, of
William Mafon in Sicilyy of the Meffiewrs de
‘ 2 Guife

|
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Guife and the Marfball d dnere, under two
of our Kings, and of the Collonel of the
Lanfqueners in Pavia, who was poifoned by
Antonig de Leva, becaufe he fomented Trou.
ble and Sedition.  Now although thefe A-
¢tions cannot be lawful, but by an extraordi-
nary and abfolute Neceflity, and that it is
Barbarity and Injuftice to pradtife them often,
yet the Spaniards have neverthelefs found
means to reconcile them to their Confciences,
and to furmount many Difficulties in their
Performance. For they appoint fecret and
private Judges for him that they look upon as
a Criminal .of State, they make out his Pro-
cefs, they condemn him, and afterwards feek
all Methods pofiible to execute it, Anthony
Rincon a Spaniard, and confequently a Sub-
ject of Charles the fifth, not being fafe in his
own Country, came to Francis the firft, and
was {ent by him to treat of an Alliance with
Soliman : The Emperor who forefaw the Da-
mage that might come to him by this Em-
bafly , caus'd Rincon and Cafar Fregofu, his
Collegue, to be kill'd as they paffed down
the Poto go to Venice, by the Contrivance of
Alfonfo d’Avales, his Lieutenant in the Mila-
nefe: For which Adion the Emperor was fo
far from thinking him culpable, that even
one of .our Bifhops has pleaded for his Inno-
cence, Rinco Exul Hifpanus & Francifei'apud
Solimanmun legavione funéius, non injuria_for-
taffe  Eregafus prater jus cafus videbatur :
(Belear I, 22.) - Rincon" 2 Spanifh Exile and
: Envoy
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Envoy from Francis to Soliman, feems not 0
have been unjuftly flain, tho' the Death of
Fregofs might be beyond the bounds of
Juftice.

Andrew Doria having quitted the Party of
the King of France and taken to that of the
Emperor, under whofe Favour he held the
City of Genoa, as a Vaflal, Lewis Fiefchi, a
Citizen there undertakes, with the Affiftance
of Henry the Second, and Peter Louis Farnelt,
Duke of Parma and Placentia, to fet the Ci-
ty at Liberty : he kills Fannetin Doria im-
mediately, and is drowned by accident when
the Enterprife was but juft began: what does
the Emperor Charles the Fifth | upon this
‘incident, he decrees in his Cabinet Councel
that Peter Louis is guilty of High Treafon,
and at the fame time fends orders to Dorin
to caufe him to be affafiinated, and to Gonza-
ga, Governor of Milan, ‘to feize upon the
City of Placentia, Which was punctually exe-
cuted according to the Project that was given
him, and although the Emperor did all he
could poffibly to demonttrate, that he had no
hand in this Execution, yet all Hiftorians
write the contrary, and the Diftick mentio-
ned by Noel des Comptes, thews {ufficiently that
it was believed to be fo in thofe times,

Cafaris injuflu cecidic Farnefius Heros,
Sed Data funt juffu pramia ficariis.

Cafar gaveno command Farnefe {how'd bleed,
But paid the Villains who perform’d the
Deed. X £ DUt
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~ But " to 'proceed : 'Was not the Cardinal
George of Hungary {entencd after the' famg
manner, and executed‘ with  more barbarity
by Ferdinand of Auftria, upon a fufpicions
Fear which he had conceiv’d, that the Cardi-
nal would feek Affiftance from the Turk to
continue his Command in Tranfplvaniz ¢ And
have we not feen within | thefe four Years,
that Waleftein was aflaflinated in Egra by theé
fecret Management of the Count D’Ognate,
who was then Embaffador from the King of
Spain to the Emperor? ‘And that the Burgo-
mafter. La Ruelle was treated after the fame
fortin the Town of Liege by the Count De
Warfuzée, purfuant to the Orders that had
been ‘given him by ‘the: Marquis D’ 4yzone,
Commander of the Armies in: the Low-Coun:
tries, with fuch precife Formalities that even
thofe of making him die, afier. Confe/fion and
Refignation to the Will of God, were not o-
mitted, "to add the greater Strength to the
Action, and 'to' make it appear like a Crimi-'
nal Sentence that had been lawfully given’
and executed. In fhort, this kind of Juftice
is fo 'much in’ Fathion in the Houfes of 4uftriz
and Spain,that even the Father would not ex-
empt his own Son from it, when he judg’d
it lefs expedient for the good of his King-
doni tolet him live than die.  Cetera emim
Maleficia’ tunc perfequare cum fulta [unt, boc
nifi provideris ne accidat ubi evenit, fruftra
Jidicti‘explores; as Catofaid very well in his
Qrgtiott coheerning. Cataline’s Confpiracy in
9 I Saluft,
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Saluft, You may pro {ecute other Crimes wher
they are perpetrated, but unlefs you prevent
this before it hiappens,  when it is once com-
mitted -it will be in_vain to-feek for Judg-
ment againft the Adors of it. And it werg:
to be wifh’d that the great. Emperor Charles
the Fifth, who perform’d {0 many mafter
Strokes.of State, had not been fhort in that
which he fhould have put in practice upon
Luther's Perfon, when he appear’d at the
Conference of Aufbourg ! we {hould net now
be forc'd to cry out with Lucan,

Heu quantum Terra potuit Pelagiqs parariy
Hoc quem civiles fuderunt [anguine dextra.

What Countties might not have been fub-
dued by the Expence of theBlood and Trea-
fure which the Civil Wars have confum’d.

But not to fpeak of Germany and other foreign
Countries, Bodin and divers /Authors have
fhown, that fince the firft Tumults rais’d by
the Calvinifls till the Reign of Henry the
Fourth, the pretended Reform’d, have given
us five moft cruel and bloody Battels,and have
been the caufe of the Death of above a Mil-
lion of People; of the furprizal of three
hundred Towns; of the Expence of a hun-
dred and fifty Millions only for the payment
of the Troops; and that nine Cities, four
hundred Villages, twenty thoufand Churches,
two thoufand Monafteries, and ten thoufand
Houfes have besn entirely burnt er ruh%i.

o
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To which if one fhould add all that haghap-
pen’d in the laft Wars with the ptefent King,
I am affur’d one miglit ere& a fpedtacle of
Horror capable of ‘moving Compafiion i the
hardeft Hearts, and drawing this Exclama=
tion from Perfons ' of ‘the moft referv’d Ex:
preflions:

Tantum Religio patuz't. Juaderé maloriim,
Religion to fuch Mifchiefs can perfuade.

Now feeing no Perfon as yet has madeRes
flection ‘wpon this Hiftory' of  Luther, T fhall
fay in my Opinion, that they made’ three
very falfe Steps when he began to publifh his
Herefics; - the firft was, in fuffering him to
pafs from the Corre@ion’ of Manners to that
of Dodtrine; feeing in that cafe, what 'is
moft common is always the beft, and that
to change any thing in it is dangerous and
of little Profit, that it is not for a private
Perfon to doit. And in'fhort, that a Chri-
ftian Kingdom wrell order’d ought never to
receive any other Novelties in Religion, than
fuch as the Popes and Councils have been
accuftom’d to introduce, from time totime, to
accommodate them to the Neceffities of the
Churchj which Church ought to be the only
Rule of holy Scriptute and out Faith, as the
Councils are of the Church, - and amongft
the Councils that which was celebrated laft
ought to be preferr'd to all thofe which pre-
ceded it: The fecond was, that Lucher be-

I o 12 ing
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ing conesto Aufboirgh with a-xeal defign to
Confer; -and if -poflible; to agree!with the Cas
tholicks, - the Cardinali Cjeran ought 'to have
actepted the Offers-that he'made; not to {ay
or. Write any more-in the matter. they: wWere
treating - of, provided: reciprocally that they
fhould impofe Silence upon Ecchius, Coshleus,
Sylvefier, Prierias, and others of his Adverfa-
ries " And ot to have prefs’d him 'to' deny
or recant in Publick all, that he had faid.or
_ preach’d to the People with fo much Ardor
and Vehemence. After,which the thigd was,
that they had not recourfe to {fome ;Mafter-
Piece of State, whenthey faw: he began to
champ upon the Bitt,and grow refty| at- the
indifcreet Zeal' of: the Legat. = For they
thould. have ftopt, his. Mouth; -his, T'ongue
thould have been foftned with Spread Eagles,
fince Oxen and Syrenes; . that have been ofen
prevalent. on fich: gccafions i, are; no.longer
now.in Fafbion,,that 1s,to, {ay, they ought to
have gain’d. him, by, fome good, Benefice jor
Penfion, .as. they : did .afterwards by i {everal
learned and celebrated Minifters. . Ferricr
about thirty Years ago undertook an odd En-
terprize of .going,to, Rome, to maintain the
Dodtrine, that the Pope was Anti-chrift 5, and
yet the: Queen-Mother. had, 1o great Trou-
ble. in making,_ him, quit his Party and cowme
over. to.us... And. Monficur the. Cardinal 4¢
Richelien had ‘never raccomplifivd fo. many
olorious Undertakings againft the Huguenots,
- if he had not made ule of, the King’s Reve:
nucs
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nues-to gain their greateft Generals, So'true
is that faymg of 1 Horace, :

o Am 1, j)er medios ire, [avellites
Es perrumipene. amat fmm .
| dStu, fylmineo; (Ode 16. l g )

- Gold through Gmrdq can go,
" Walls ‘with eafe can’ overthrow
) the fierce Thunder of its Blow. -

WUBufif Larhercould not have been mangs
ged'by this medns, they “fhould have made
ufe of another and fecur "d his Perfon, ‘as:they
did latély to the’ Abbot! @i Bois, a11d. Barnefe
the Beiedittine] or elfe’ have gone farther,/and
difpatch'd him' fecretly, asit is faid Katherine
de Medicis- did 2 famous® Magician'y “either
publickly and by Form of Juftice, as the:Fa-
thers * of “the Council of ' Conflmice did ‘Fobi
Hus and “Ferom ‘of Pragué :Dihough''to fay
true, the firft Means 'were the moft proper,
fittce. they Wwere ‘moré modetate, ‘eafy, " and
privates, - and fuch as”'might more certainly
produce the Effed that was'aim’d" at, owhich
the laft'could tot do; biit-might perhaps have
exafperated -the! Duke of Saxony, - and conix
firm’d thie Followers of! Luiher 1 thieir falfe
Opinionsy-for what was'faid of the ancient
Chriftians, ‘Saiiguis. Martyrumeft femen Clivi-
flianoruni; The'Blood of the Martyrs is the
Sced “of ‘Chriftians; “may be applled to all
thofe who'have once begun to maintain‘thofe
Oplmons which they perfuade themfelves Igo
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be true. And in effed Hensy the Second
thinking by this fort of Punifhment ot only
to ftifle Herefy, but to prevent the occafions
that foreign Princes might one Day take, of
difturbing his Kingdom by the Means of the
Calvinifts, as he had perplex’d and embroil'd
the Emperor, by aflitting the Lutherans in
Geymany, wis very much deceiv’d; for the
number of Hereticks increas’d daily, fo that
they put the whole Kingdom in Confufion
under, Charles the Ninth: and Henzy the Third
being neceflitated to make ufe of their Forces,
fo rais’d the Choler and indifcreet. Zeal of
Facobin, that he defpis'd the. lofing,of his
own Life, fo he might take away that of his
Prince. -~ The learned Mathematician: Regio:
montanus ;. being fent for fromy, Germany to
Rame,) to reform the Calendar, died there
in the very height of: his, Labourj,and if
his Friends and. the Hereticks may.-be be-
liev’d, it was aipiece of ‘Policy of Gragory the
Thirteenth, who had rather make ufe of his
Goblet than fee his Defign, and the Work of
the moft expert Aftronomers in ftaly not only
retarded, but entirely. overthrown by the op-
pofition; of {o, learned a Perfon. ; But it is
certain that the Death of Regiomont apusiought
in no wife to blemith the Innocence of fo
good and generous aPope, fince it was rathier
a Crime committed by the Sons of George
Trapezuntius, who being griev’d for their Fa-
ther’s; Death, and thinking that Regigmonta-
nus was the Caufe of ity by having made too
54 {evere
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fevere Remarks upon the Eatin Tranflation
of Ptolomey’s Almageft, {et forth by Trapesun-
tius, they refolv’d to be revéng’d of him and
treated him rather after a Greek manner than
a Roman. If the Fenetigns had been as in-
nocent of the Death of Lauredan, one of their
Citizens, Bodin (Book 6.) would not have
remark’d in his Method, that he did not live
long after he had appeas’d, by his Prefence
only, afurious Sedition of the Mariners em-
bru'd with the Blood of the Mechanicks,
when all the Magiftrates. and the whole
Forces of the City affembled, could not. re-
medy the Confufion., Perhaps they were a-
fraid, that coming to underftand his own
Power, and the Command he had over the
Subjeds of the Republick, he fhould have
the Ambition of making himfelf abfolure Ma-
fter of thejr State: Perhaps likewife they
did it out of Jealoufy and Emulation, as 4-
riftotle fays the Argonauts would not let Her-
¢ules go 1n their Company; for feariall ‘the
Glory of fo great an FEnterprize fhould be
attributed only to his Valour and Virtue,

Urit enim fulgore [uo qui pragravat drtes:

Infra fe pofitas. - (Hor. Ep. Book 2! Ep:1.)

A fuperior Excellency in anyArt 'will al-
ways create Envy, and its Brightnefs will be
too {trong to be endur’d by thofe below it.

And the fame Arifforle adds, that the Epbe-
fians banith’d Hermodorus, their Prince, be-
caufe he was too good a Man, This was

‘ 14 the
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the Reafon which eftablifh’d the Ofracifin
at Athens, and oblig’d Scipio and. Hannibal to
put to Death two braye Soldiers, who:, were
their Prifoners. Now if the Stratagem .be
true, which 1t is faid the Venetians made ufe
of not long ago, when they fpread the Re-
port that the Duke &'Offunsa had fome En-
terprize in: hand ‘againft. their City,- I, look
upon it,as one of ;the mofts Judicious, that I
have mention'd: Befides it was of great Im-
portance to them to do it, to oblige the; Em=
baffador_of one of, the greateft Princesin
Eurape, to_quit his Prattices, . that aim’d at
nothing lefs than the Ruine of their. Srate,
and force him afterwards to a decent Retreat.
So, it 1s that thofe {overeign Remedies. ought
to be referv’d for; dangerous Maladies, and
to, be made ufe-of, as Horace {ays.the Gods
Jhould be, who are itroducd -into. Tragedies,
to perfect and fuilb that, which Mortals.could
MOREI s F e e, |

Nee Deus interfit mﬁ digmis Vindicenodus ™
- Adfwerir.s o1 i(Horace Art of Poetry.)

Or as Mariners do by their Sheet Anchor,
which.they-never throw into the'Sea'till all
other! hopes is given over. -~ ‘Forin truth, if
a Counfellor or Minifter- thould: propofe to
himfelf to get out of all the Difficulties that
prefent. themfelves to" him by {fome-one of
thefe Expedients, he would be look’d upon
as 1o lefs wicked and foolith than a Surgeon
tharwould Cure every Hurt by burning or

- ©cutting
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cutting off the Mémber that had réceivid it
Extrenis fiquidem malis extrema Remedia ad-
bibenda fumt}; Extraordinary Remedies are to
he applied toextraordinary. Difeafes. - I -far-
ther add; that if' the fam€& Counfellor abufes

thefe Remedles to fupport his own Interefts,
or to give afreer Range to his Paffions, be
fides the ibetraying of his Mafter’s Serv1ce
he;becomes guilty, before: God and -Man of
theiEvil he attempts-to: do. ~-And the: Sove-
reign himfelf;when; he ufes thefe forts of
Politicks, 1otherwife than for the good of the
Publick ogthis owny which'is not to be {epa-
rated-from what the other reguires, he rather
acts according to the Paflion andiAmbition of
a T'yrant, than péxrformsthe Office of - a Kirig.
So.wei{ee that Queen; Katberine of Mediiis,
Quam exitio, patvie natam Mathematici dixes
runt, Whoiby:the Aftrologersawas faid robe
born for .the. Deftruction. of -her Country
could not bearbeing married-to the: Son of
aKing without bemg a Queen, and therefore
made- ufe-of the Artifice"of “one Montecucili,
to get rid of the only Obftacle the had in the
Perfon of hef Hufbind’s elder Brother, Affi-
nitatem Enin ili{Pa’i‘ CUI (Jcmf.-m, wnnﬂfiﬂm
tanto ﬁ(f]en (.(:'f{ﬂ'w: dediffe poﬂuz wmpemwﬂ
quamvis infeio maritey vertm o Mortuo cum
frater proxinus effet, qui in Regnim fuecede-
ret, omifla znffﬂgfmd:e rei cura eft & fuppreffa
veritas 3+ For it was aftexwards: found out
that the ; Affinity lately contratted with Cle-
gient was the. Caul le of all that Villany, but

tran{-




	Seite 67
	Seite 68
	Seite 69
	Seite 70
	Seite 71
	Seite 72
	Seite 73
	Seite 74
	Seite 75
	Seite 76
	Seite 77
	Seite 78
	Seite 79
	Seite 80
	Seite 81
	Seite 82
	Seite 83
	Seite 84
	Seite 85
	Seite 86
	Seite 87
	Seite 88
	Seite 89
	Seite 90
	Seite 91
	Seite 92
	Seite 93
	Seite 94
	Seite 95
	Seite 96
	Seite 97
	Seite 98
	Seite 99
	Seite 100
	Seite 101
	Seite 102
	Seite 103
	Seite 104
	Seite 105
	Seite 106
	Seite 107
	Seite 108
	Seite 109
	Seite 110
	Seite 111
	Seite 112
	Seite 113
	Seite 114
	Seite 115
	Seite 116
	Seite 117
	Seite 118
	Seite 119
	Seite 120
	Seite 121

