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O A RER SOFREER;
VERSAILLES.

ND how do you find the

French? faid the Count de
B*#**x, after hehad given me the
Pafsport.

The reader may fuppofe that after
fo obliging a proof of courtefy, I
could not be at a lofs to fay fome-
thing handfome to the enquiry.

—Mais paffe, pour cela— Speak
frankly, faid he ; do you find all the

urbanity in the French which the
G2 world

e




world give us the honour of ?—1I had
found every thing, I faid, which con-
firmed it—Vraiment, faid the count.
— Les Francois font polis—To an ex-
cefs, replied I.

The count took notice of the word
exceffe; and would have it I meant
more than I faid, I defended myfelf
a long time as well as I could
againft it—he infifted I had a referve,
and that I would fpeak my opinion
frankly.

1 believe, Monf. Le Comte, faid
1, that man has a certain compafs, as

well as an inftrument; and that the

focial and other calls have occafion
by turns for every key in him; fo
2 that
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[85]
that if you begin a note too high
or too low, there muft be a want
either in the upper or under part,
to fill up the fyftem of harmony.—
The Count de B** ** did not un-
derftand mufic, fo defired me toex-
plain it fome other way. A polif’d
nation, my dear Count, faid I, makes
every one its debtor; and befides
urbanity itfelf, like the fair fex, has
fo many charms; it goes againft the”
the heart to fay it can doill ; and
yet, I believe, there is but a certain
line of perfeétion, that man, take him
altogether, is empower’d to arrive at
—if he gets beyond, he rather ex-
changes qualities, than gets them.
Imuft not prefume to fay, how far this
has affected the French in the fub-

G 3 JICEE}:




[ 86
ject we are fpeaking of — but thould
it ever be the cafe of the Englifh, in
the progrefls of their refentments, to
arrive at the fame polifh which dif-
tinguifhes the French, if we did not
lofe the politeffe de ceur, which in-
clines men more to human aétions,
than . courteous ones—we fhould at
leaft lofe that diftin¢t variety and
originality of charatter, which dif=
tinguithes them, not only from: each
other, but from: all the world bes

fides.

I had a few king William’s fhil-
lings as fmooth as glafs in my pocket;
and forefeeing they would be of ufe

in the illuftration of my hypothefis,
I had
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I had got them into my hand, when

I had proceeded fo far—

See, Monf. Le Comjpte, faid I,
rifing up, -and laying them before
him upon the table—by jingling and
ribbing one againft another for {feventy
years together in one body’s pocket
or another’s, they are become fo
much alike, you can f{carce diftin-

guith one fhilling from another.

The Englifh, like antient medais,
kept more apart, and paffing but few
peoples hands, preferve the firft
fharpnefies which the fine hand-of na-
ture has given them—they are not
fo pleafant to feel —but in return,
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the legend is fo vifible, that at the

firtt look you fee whofe image and

{uperfcription they bear. —But the
French, Monf, Le Comnte, added I,
wifhing to foften what I had faid, have
fo many excellencies, they can the
better fpare this—they are a loyal, a
gallant, a generous, an irgenious,
and good temper’d people as is
under heaven—if they have a fault
~—they are too ferious.

Mon Dien! cried the Count, rifing
out of his chair.

Mais vous plaifantez, faid he, cor-
recting his exclamation.—I laid my
hand upon my breaft, and with ear-
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[ 8]
reft gravity affured him, it was my
moft {ettled opinion.

The Count faid he was mortified,
he could not ftay to hear my rea-
fons, being engaged to go that mo-

ment to dine with the Duc de
C-I} ¥ W W

But if it is not too far to come to
Verfailles to eat your foup with me,
I beg, before you leave France, I may
have the pleafure of knowing you
recract your opinion— or, in what
manner you fupport it.—But if you
do fupport it, Mon{.LAnglois, faid
he, you muft do it with all your
powers, becaufe you have the whele

world
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world againft you—1I promifed the
Count I would do myfelf the honour
of dining with him before I fet out

for Italy—fo took my leave.
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