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Tueg CAsE oF DELICACY.

HEN you have gained the

top of mount Taurira, you
run prefently down to Lyons—
adieu then to all rapid movements!
*Tis a journey of caution; and it
fares better with fentiments, not to
be in a hurry with them; fo I con-
tracted with a Voiturin to take his
time with a couple of mules, and
convey me in my own chaife fafe to
Turin through Savoy.

Poor, patient, quiet, honeft peo-
ple! fear not; your poverty, the
treafury of your fimple virtues, will
Vor, 11 (@] not
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not be envied you by the world,
nor will your vallies be invaded by
it.—Nature !'in the midft of thy dif-
orders, thou art ftill friendly to the
{cantinefs thou haft created —with
all thy great works about thee, litcle
hatt thou left to give, either to the
{cithe or to the fickle— but to that
Jittle, thou granteft fafety and protec-
tion; and {weet are the dwellings

which ftand fo fhelter’d.

Let the way-worn traveller vent his
complaints upon the fudden turns and
dangers of your roads—your rocks
—your precipices—the difficulties of
getting up —the horrors of getting
down — mountains impracticable —

and catarats, which roll down great
ftones
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ftones from their fummits, and block
his up road.—The peafants had been
allday at work in removinga fragment
of this kind between St. Michael and
Madane; and by the time my Voi-
turin got to the place, it wanted
full two hours of compleating be-
fore a paffage could any how be
gain’d: there was nothing but to wait
with patience—’twas a wet and tem-
peftuous night; fo that by the de-
lay, and that together, the Voiturin
found himfelf obliged to take up five
miles fhort of his ftage at a little
decent kind of an inn by the road
fide.

I forthwith took pofieffion of my
bed-chamber—got a2 good fire—or-
0= der’d
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der’d fupper; and was thanking
heaven it was no worfe—when &
voiture arrived with a lady in it and

her {ervant-maid.

As there was no other bed-cham-
ber in the houfe, the hoftefs, without
much nicety, led them into mine,
telling them, as fhe uther’d them in,
that there was no body in it butan
Englith gentleman—that there were
two good beds, in it and a clofet with«
in the room which held another
+-the accent in which fhe fpoke of
this third bed did not fay much for
it—however, the faid, there were three
beds, and but three people-—and {he

durft fay, the gentleman would de
any
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any thing to accommodate matters.—
I left not the lady a moment to make
a conjefture about it—fo inftantly
made a declaration I would do any
thing in my power..

As this did not amount to an ab-
folute furrender of my bed-chamber,
I ftill felt myfelf fo much the pro-
prietor, as to have a right to do the
honours of it—fo I defired the lady to
fitdown—prefled her into the warmeft
{eat—call’d for more wood—defired
the hoftefs to enlarge the plan of the
fupper, and to favour us with the very
beft wine,

The lady had fcarce warm’d her-
feIf five minutes at the fire, befére
Q 3 fhe
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fhe began to turn her head back, and
give alook at the beds ; and the
oftener fhe calt her eyes that way,
the more they return’d perplex’d
—1 felt for her—and for myfelf;
for in a few minutes, what by her
looks, and the cafe itfelf, I found my-
felf as much embarraffed as it was
pofiible the lady could be herfelf.

That the beds we were to lay in
were in one and the fame room, was
enough fimply by itfelf to have ex-

cited  all this— but the pofition of

them, for they ftood parallel, and fo

very clofe to each other as only to
allow fpace for a fmall wicker chair

.betwixt them, render’d the affair

ftill
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ftill more oppreflive to us—they were

fixed up moreover near the fire, and

the projection of the chimney on one

fide, and a large beam which crofs’d

the room on the other, form’d a kind

of recefs for them that was no way
favourable to the nicety of our fen-

fations — if any thing could have
added to it, it was, that the two beds
were both of ’em fo very fmall, as to
cut us off from every idea of the lady
and the maid lying together ; which
in either of them, could it have been
feafible, my lying befides them,
the’ -a thing not to be wifh’d, yet
there was nothing in it fo terrible
which the imagination might not have
pafs’d over without torment.

O 4 As
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As for the little room within, it
offer’d little or no confolation to us;
’twas a damp cold clofet, with a half
difmantled window fhutter, and with
a window which had neither glafs or
oil paper in it to keep out the tem-
peft of the night. I did not endea-
vour to ftifle my cough when the
lady gave a peep into it ; fo it reduced
the cafe in courfe to this alternative
~ that the lady thould facrifice her
health to her feelings, and take up
with the clofet herfelf, and abandon
the bed next mine to her maid —or
that the gitl fhould take the clofet,
&ec. &,

The lady was a Piedmontefe of
about thirty, with a glow of health
in
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in her cheeks.—The maid was 2
Lyonoife of twenty, and as brifk and
lively a French girl asever moved. —
There were difficulties every way —
and the obiftacle of the ftone in the
road, which brought us into the dif
trefs, great as it appeared whilft the
peafants were removing it, was but
a pebble to what lay in our ways
now—I have only to add, that it
did not leflen the weight which hung
upon our fpirits, thar we were both
too delicate to communicate what
we felt ‘to each other upon the oc-
cafion,

We fat down to {upper; and had
we not had more generous wine to it

than 3 little inn in Savoy could have
furnith’d,
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furaifh’d, our tongues had been
tied up, till neceflity herfelf had fet
them at liberty—but the lady having
a few bottles of Burgundy in her
voiture fent down her Fille de
Chambre for a couple of them; fo
that by the time fupper was over, and
we were left alone, we felt ourfelves
inf{pired with a ftrength of mind fuf-
ficient to talk, at leaft, without re-
ferve upon our fituation. 'We turn’d
it every way, and debated and con-
fidered it in-all kind of lights in the
courfe of a two hours negociation ; at
the end of which the articles” were
fettled finally betwixt us, and ftipulat-
ed for in form and mannerof a treaty
of peace—and I believe with as much

religion
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religion and good faith on both fides,
as in any treaty which as yet had the
honour of being handed down to po-
fterity.

They were as follows:

Firft. As the right of the bed-
chamber is in Monfieur — and he
thinking the bed next to the fire to
be the warmeft, he infifts upon the
conceflion on the lady’s fide of tak-
ing up with it,

Granted, on the part of Madame;
with a provifo, That as the curtains
of that bed are of a flimfy tranf-
parent cotton, and appear likewife

too fcanty to draw clofe, that the
Fille
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Fille de Chambre, fhall faften up the
opening, either by corking pins, or
needle and thread, in fuch manner
as fhall be deemed a {ufficient barrier
on the fide of Monfieur.

2dly. It is required on the part of
Madame, that Monfieur fhall lay the
whole night through in his robe de
chambre,

Rejefted : inafmuch Monfieur is
not worth a robe de chambre; he

having nothing in his portmanteau
but fix fhirts and a black filk pair of
breeches.

The mentioning the filk pair of
breeches made an entire change of
the article—for the breeches were ac-
cepted
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cepted as an equivalent for the robe
de chambre, and fo it was ftipulated
and agreed upon that I fhould lay in
my black filk breeches all night.

adly. It was infifted upon, and fti-
pulated for by the lady, that after
Monfieur was got to bed, and the
candle and fire extinguifhed, that
Monfieur fhould not fpeak one fingle

word the whole night,

Granted ; provided Monfieur’s fay-
ing his prayers might not be deem’d
an infraction of the treaty.

There was but one point forgot ir
this treaty, and that was the manner
in which the lady and myfelf thould

4 be

3
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be obliged to undrefs and get to bed
—there was but one way of doing it,
and that I leave to the reader to de-
vife; protefting as I do it, thatif it
is not the moft delicate in nature; ’tis
the fault of his own imagination—
againft which this is not my firft
complaint. .

Now when we were got to bed,
whether it was the novelty of the
fituation, or whatic was, I know not;
but fo it was, I could not fhut my
eyes; I tried this fide and that, and
turn’d and turn’d again, till a full
hour after midnight; when Nature
and patience both wearing out—O
my God! faid I

—You have broke the treaty,
Monfieur, faid the lady, who had no
5 more
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more flept than myfelf.—I bege’d a
thoufand pardons—but infifted it was
nomore than an ¢jaculation—fhe main-
tain’d ’twas an entire infradtion of
the treaty—-1 maintain’d it was pro-
vided. for in the claufe of the third

article.

The lady would by no means give
up her point, tho’ fhe weakened her
barrier by it ; for in the warmth of the
difpute, I could hear two or three
corking pins fall out of the curtain

to the ground.

Upon my word and honour, Ma-
dame, faid I— ftretching my arm
out of bed, by way afleveration—

~{] was
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— (1 was going to haveadded, that
1 would not have trefpafs’d againft
the remoteft idea of decorum for

" the wotld)—

— But the Fille de Chambre hearing
there were words between us, and fear-
ing that hoftilities would enfue in
courfe, had crept filently out of her clo-
fer,and it bcingmtallydark,had ftolen
" fo clofe to our beds, that fhe had got
hetfelf into the narrow paffage which
feparated them, and had advanc’'d {0
far up as to be in a line betwixt her
miftrefs and me—

So that when I ftretch’d out my
hand, I caught hold of the Fille de
Chambre’s

END OF VOL. 1L
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