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The ARGUME N T
The bending of Ulyfles's bow.

Penelope, 7o puz an end to the [follicitation o
Suitors, propofes tomarry the perfon who ik
Firft bend the bow of Ulylles, and fbooz thre
ringlets.  After their attempts have provd
effectual, Ulyfles zaking Eammus and Phijgy
us apart, “difcovers himfelf to them ; thenfy
Zurning, defires leave 1o try his firength atfh
bow, which, tho’ refus’d wirh indigaati
the Suitors, Penelope and T'elemachus canfl
20 be deliver’d to his hands. He bends i1
mediately, and fhoots thre® all the rings.
ter in the [ame inftant thunders from Hea
Ulyfles accepts the Omen, and gives a Sign
}“Iclcmachus, who flands ready arm’d ot &
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W (e oYetons of Penelope evercare dbermpalier rzreish
Wlydles, 0 Béred the Borr & sthoot- anArron throzosh

weveral Rengr placod together.
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ND Pallas now, to raife the rivals fires,
A With her own art Penelope infpires:
Who now can bend Uly/fes bow, and wing
The well-aim’d arrew thro’ the diftant ring,

N-O-T ES.

This book is enticled Teks Siou, or the propofition of the Bow:
This aftion of Penekpe has given occafion of raillery both to me-
dern and antient Critics; they infinuate thac fhe propos’d this ex-
ercife of the bow to try the frength of her gallants, determining

to have regard ro thar fingle qualificasion in the choice of her
husband.

Penelope vives juvennm tentabat in arem,
Qoi latus argueres; corness arcus erar,
Yo, V. (o Thiy




go HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XXI

% Shall end the firife, and win th’ imperial dame;
But Difcord and black Death awaic the game!
The prudent Queen the lofty ftair afcends,

At diftance due a virgin-train attends;

10

They interprecwaugiv Wlelvurae vinto @ fenfe' very contrary ‘To't
charalter of Penclope.. *Tis true, "other Authors-have direl
charged her with Inchaftity, and affirm that fhe had a fon namd
Pan, becaufe all the Suitors had a fhare in him. Lycophron cill
her

Bagdpay o8NS RATTTPETEY

Te is the exercile of the Bow 'thar has occafion’d thefedmput
tions 5 for none of Hemer’s Commenators have given the real
why (he propefes that exercife in particular; and therefore feeiy
noreafon for it, they haveinvented a'falfe one. and give the ftoryl
ridiculous air: I facter my felf thata betcer folurion may be fous
out, and a reafon given why Penelope propofes this exercife 1n pit
ticular, and preferably 10 any other. -

We re to remember that this day was facred to Apollo; thisk
evident from the preceding took, where the Jthacans offer ‘an Hex
tomb in a grove confecrated to that Deity : The diverfion fuitsis
day, the exercife of 'the bow-being proper to be pra&is’d on i
feftival of that Deity, who is the patron of it. Several of the tt
tles of Apoliv are derived from it; ‘Exespyes, ‘ExernCines, Ape
pimefes. It ts ftrange chat chis neceflary obfervation fhould elfc.ip
the nortice of all Commentators.

If any thing further were yranting to reconcile us to the condu
of Penelpe in propofing the Bow, an inftance almoft parallel wk
might be produc’d from Hiflory. 'When Cambyfss was preparitf
again{t efthicpia, the King of that country benthi
ngers in‘the prefence of the  Perffan" At
ng it-againg deliver'd ic o them with! thiél
t Peyffans canld do the like, they mighuhoy
uer. th iop There is nothing more abford int
of the bow to the Suitors by Peuelopey: thantin the fam

o Eithitpian King 10 the Peyfian Ambafladors.

make W
1t bow with two'fi
S

A brazen
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I BookXXI. HOMER's ODYSSEY. s

A brazen key fhe held, the handle turn'd,

10 With fteel and polifh’d elephant adorn’d:
Swift to the inmoft room fhe bent her way,
Where fafe repoé’d the royal treafures lay ;

V. 9. A brazén key fbe beld, 8c.] The numerous particulari ¥
th  ries and digreffive Hiftories crowded together in the beginning of
8 this book have not efcaped cenfure. The Poec very circumflan-
. gially delcribes the key, and the make of it, as likewife the bow
2l and quiver, then tells us who gave it to Ujffis; at the mention

of the donor’s name he ftarts into a licde Hiftory of him, and re-
turns not in many lines to his fubjeét; he then no lefs circum-
flantially defcribes the chamber, and the Frame of the door, he
defcends to every particular of Penelope’s opening ir, and every
# fiep and morion fhe takes till he produces the bow before the Su
ft  tors. This conduét has been liable ro objection, as made up of
i particulars of fmall imporcance.jto no propos’d er
i flanding, every circumftance is not without its e
ud  and nothing beiter fhews the power of the Poe
pit grear a Critic as #ida admir’d this very paflage, Pocsic, 7.2,

sk Tofa procos etiam st juffit certare fagittis

£ Penelopes optatas promittens callida tadas

ViGloriy per quanta more difpendia mentes

ik Swufpenfas trahit, ante viri guam proferes arcun ?

The Poet adapts his verfe to the nature of his fubjed; the defcrip
tion loiters to exprefs the fludied delay of Penclope, and her un-
a¢ . willingnefs to bring affairs to a decifion. However 1 will not
ot promife thac thefe digreffions and antient hiftories will pleafe e-
fx  very Reader; the paflage is fo far from being favlty, that it is
‘f really an inftance of Homer’s judgment; yet every thing that is noc
\p 2 faulg, is not a beaury. The cale is, Penc/ope propofes the cryal
ki of the bow, merely to protrat time from the nupials; (he is flow
wp i producing it for the fame reafon; and Homer, to painc chis
b flownefs in a lively manner, lets the fubject of the Poem ftand
am 11l and wanders out of the way, that he may not come too dogn
1o the end of his journey.

C2 There

et




y2 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XXI

There fhone high-heap’d the labonr’d brals and ore,
And there the bow which great Uly/fes bore,
14 And there the quiver, where now guiltlefs {lept 25
Thofe winged deaths that many a matron wept.
This gift, long fince when Sparsa’s fhores he tred,
On young Uhyffes Tphitns beftow'd:
Beneath Orfilockus his roof they meat;

20 0One lofs was private, one a publick debt: B
Meffena’s ftate from Irhaca detains
Three hundred Meep, and all the fhepherd {wains;
fin Au

v. 21. Meffena’s fate, &c.] - It has been difputed whetit
2feffenc here was a city or a country ; Strabo affirms it to be
country, /b, 8. It wasa pc ortof L aconiay under the dominiond
Menelans in the time of the war of Tray; and then (contin
Author) the cny named Afeffeme was nor built,
the fame opinion, /ib. 4, ¢, 1. ¢ Before the battle «
« rween the Thibans and Lacedemonians, it is my T
e that there was no City cali’d Mefféne; this 15 evident hu‘n (i
« words of Hemer,

hy

o3 g ey e T
Ta & & Megorvn CupPaimiy daninoriy

“Ountw & 'Oprirsyois.

Nove Crtifachus lived in Phere, a city of Mefenia, and conft
quently Ulyffes and JIphitas meeting ac his Palace in Meffe
Homer muft mean the country, not the city. ‘That Ortiloshis
ved in Phere, appears from the third Odyffey.

"Fe ‘I’rFi; J" inevlo Asoniiise mori dopme,
“Thos Opriniyolos

“This Iphitns was the fon of Exvytus mention’d in the eighth botk
famous for his skill in archery.




Book XXI.. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 13

And to the youthful Prince to irge the laws,

The King and Elders "truft their common caufe,

25 But Iphitus employ’d on other cares,

Search’d the wide country for his wand'ring mares,
And mules, the ftrongelt of the lab’ring kind ;
Haplefs to fearch! more haplefs ftill to find!

For journeying on to Hercules at length,

30 The lawlels wretch, the man of brutal ftrength,

onfe

Jool

Fai

Deaf to Heav’n’s voice, the f{ocial rite tranfgreft ;
And for the beauteous mares deftroy’d his gueft,
He

Vain Eurytus! whofe art became bis crime,
Swept from the carth, ke pevifl’d in his primes
)

Sedden th irremeable way be trod,

Who buldly durf? defy the Bowyer God.

So that even this digreffion is not foreign to the purpofe; The
Poet largely deferibes the bow, being to make great ufe of it in
the fequel of the Odyfféy: he fhews it was originally in the poflef=
fion of Enrytrs, the moft famous archer in the world: Nay, this
very digreflion may appear to be abfolutely neceflary; it being re-
quilite to defcribe thar bow,” as of no common excellence and
itrength, which was not to be drawn by any of the Suitors; and
at the fame time it fets off the frength ‘of the Heroe of the Po-
em, Who alone is able to bend ir.

V. 22. Three hundred fheep, &c.] It bhas been oblervd in a
former annotation, that fuch ravages or pyracies were noi only
lawful but honourable amongft the Antients; why then ‘is Ufffés
here fent to redemand the {poils made by the M/ [fenians# Diacicr
anfwers that fuch inroads were not allowable except in open War 3
the means between Greeks and Greeks; - for they them/elves exer—
«is’d fuch pyracies with impunity againft other nations.

Ve 31 Deaf to Heav'n’s woice, the fictal rite tranfgrefi.| - Fomer
very [olemnly condemns this action of Hereales in l?aying.rj,;v,;,yi-,_uﬂd

C3 ome




74 HOMERs ODYSSEY. Book XXI

He gave the bow; and on Ulyfes' part

Receiv’d a pointed fword and miffile dart: gt
33 Of lucklefs friendfhip on a foreign fhore

Their frft, laft pledges! for they met ne more.

The bow, bequeath’d by. this unhappy hand,

Uly/fes bore not fram his native land,

45

fome Authors (remarks Enffathins) defend him by faying, he wa
feiz’d with madnefs, and threw Iphitns down from the top of his
Palace; butthis is contrary to Homer, and to the fentiment of thofe
who write that Hercules was deliver’d as a flave to Omphalz, for
the expiation of the murder of Iphitas.

Byt what chiefly wants explication is the expreffion

5 RS T‘m'n'i:{qy

"HJ oo T s,

That is, be paid s veverente to bis Table, The Table was held fi
cred by the Antients, by meansof which, honour vas pald to the
God ot Friendfhip and Hofpicality: it was thereforeé a crime t
difhonour it by any indecen:t behaviour, T this purpofe Jue

Hic verbis nullus puder; ant reverentia menfe, §

The flatutes of the Gods were rais’d upon the tables,  they were
confecrated by placing on them fult; which was always efteem'd
holy, and by offering libations to the Gods from them: the T
ble therefore is call’d in Plutarch ¢infuy Ozay Pupoy, xai Soluy,
the altar of the Gods of Friendfhip and Hafpitality; and. therefore to
hive eaten at the fame tables; was efteem’d an inviolable oblige
tion of friend(hip : And rpeimelay mapafaivity, to tranfgrefsagainlt
the rable, a breach of the laws of hofpitality, and the blackeft of
crimes. I will only add that it was cuftomary upon making an
alliance of hofpitality to give mutval Tokens; thus Ulyffes here
prefents Iphitus with a {word and fpeac; Iphitns Ulyffes with 2
bow. And the producing thefe tokens was a recognition of the
covenant of hofpirality, between the perfons themf{elves, and. their
defcendents in following generations,

Nor
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Book XXI. HOMER’s ODYSSEY.

Nor in the front o f battle taught to bend,

40 Byt kept, in dear memorial of his friend.
Now gently winding up the fair afcent;

By many an cafy ftep, the matron went;

Then o’er tlie pavement glides with grace divine,

(With polifh’d’oak the level pavements fhine)
4§ The folding gates a dazling light difplay’d,

With pomp of various ‘architrave o’erlay’d.

The bolt, cbedient to ‘the filken firing,

Forfakes the (Faple as fhe pulls the ring;

The wards refpondent to the key turn rounds
50 The bars fall back; the flying valves refound;

Loud as a bull makes hill and ' valley ring,

So roar'd the lock when it releas’d’ the {pring.

She moves majeftic thro’ the wealthy room,

Where treafur’d ‘garments caft a rich perfume;
§§ There from the column where aloft it hung,

Reach’d, in its fplendid cafe, the bow unftrung:

y5

v, s1. Lond as a bult makes bill and valley ring.] This defcrip-
tion prefents us with a noble ‘image; Hemer introduces it to fhew
the largenefs and flrength of the door, which refounds as it opens.

This exals a trifling cireamftance into fublimiry and

dignity,

and renders a common attion’ poetical; © not unlike that in the

24th of the iad.

TWide as appears fomie palace-gate difplay’d;
5o broad bis pinions firecch’d their ample [hade,

Cg4q

Acrofs




56 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XXI

Acrofs her knees {he lay’d the well-known bow,
.And penfive fate, and tears began to flow,

L2

To full fatiety of grief fhe mOUEns,
&0 Then filent, to the Joyous hall returns,
To the proud Suitors bears in penfive ftate
h’ unbended bow,. and arrows wing'd with Fate, ¢
> <
Behind, her train the polifh’d: coffer brings,
Which held th’ alternate brafs and. filver rings,
G5 Full in the portal the chafte Queen appears,- p
And with her veil conceals the coming tears:
On either fide awaits a virgih fair; 8
While thus the matron, with majeltic air,
Say you, whem thefe forbidden walls inclofe,
70 For whom my viims bleed, my. vintage flows ;
If thefe negleGed, faded charms can move?
Qr is it bur a vain pretence; you love?
If I the prize, if me you feck, to wife,
Hear the conditions, and commence the thife,
Vo 57, Acrafs Ber knees floe laid the well-knayn bow,
And penfive fate, and tears begais 1o flow,
The Bow recalis to her mind the thought of her husband, and this
1ailes her forrows, The leaft mrifle thar once belong’d to a be 3§
lov’d perfon,. is fufficient to calt a cloud over the foul, which
naturally falls in a fhow’s of tears: And no deubt the exercifé
Which the Suitors are to praétife with rthe Bow, upon which her
furure fate depends, ageravates her forrows; f(he weeps not only

for the lofs of Ulffes, but ar the thonghe that fhe is ready to en-
ter upon fecond nuptiuls, contrary 1o her inclinations,

Who
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5 Who firft Ulyfes’ wond'rous bow fhall bend,
And thro’twelve ringlets the fleet arrow fend,
Him will I follow, and forfake my home,

For him forfake this lov'd, this wealthy dome,
Long, long the fcene of all my paft delight,
So.And fll to [aft, the vifion of my night!
raceful fhe faid, and bade Ewmcus thow
The rival peers the ringlets and the bow.
From his full eyes the tears unbidden ipring,
Touch'd at the dear memorials of his King.

8)“ Philatins too relents, but fecret fhed

The tender drops. Antinens faw, and faid.

Hence to your fields, ‘ye ruficks!” hence away:
Nor {tain with grief the pleafures of the day;
Nor to the royal heart recall in vain

90 The fad remembrance of a_perifh’d man..
Enough her precious tears  alrcady AOW e
Or fhare the fealt with due refpeét, or gp

To weep abroad, and leave to us the bow:

: '\/\,"\J

No wvulgar task !~ Il fuits this courtly crew
* 95‘ That Rubborn horn ‘wehich brave THyfes drew.

d’e I well remember (for I gaz'd him o'er

er s XY . 3

iy, Whilc yet a child) what majeity he bore!
B

o c & And




f ! §8 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XXI' |

i And ftill (all infant as T was) retain i
The port, the ftrength, the grandeur of the man! \
:‘ 100  He faid, but in his foul fond joys arife, C

And his proud hopes already win the prize. ol
‘ To fpeed the flying fhaft thro’ every ring, .
: ' Wretch! is not thine: the arrows of the King 4
;: Shall end thefe hopes, and fate is on the wing! i
104  Then thus Telersachus.  Some God I find 1
With pleafing phrenzy has pofféfs’d my mind; 15]
i ]

V. 105, Then thus Telemachus. - Some God I find, &c. ] Thil
i fpeech is not without greater obfeurity than is ufual in fo clear 1
a writer as Homer. M. Dacier has done it juftice; and clearly o
pened the fenfe of it in her paraphrafe, < Surelys fays Teloms
*¢ chrsy Ffupiter has diforder’d my underftanding : I fee my mothey
¢ wife as [he is, preparing to leave the palace, and enter uponi
« fecond matriage; and yer in thefe melancholy circumflances, 1120
« think of nothing but diverting my felf, and being an idle {pec:
I i «« tator of this exercife of the Bow: No, nos this is not to b
il fuffer’d: You (the Suitors) ufe your urmoft efforts to rob me o
i Penclope, 1 will therefore ufe mine o retain 'her: A woman the
ki s*moft excellent in any nation. But-why do [ praife her?.you
i i < know her worth ; ulfe therefore no pretext to defer the tryal of
‘ < the Bow, that we may come to aniflue; I will try the Bow
with you; and if I fucceed, then I will retain her as the prize of
the conqueft; then fhe fhall not be obliged to fecond nuprials:
Nor will Penelope abandon a fon, who emulating his father, w2y
(like him) able to bear the prize from fo many Antagonifts.
This 1s the true meaning of the words of Telemachus; the dic-
tion indeed .is fomewhar embarrafs’d, and the conne&ions a licte
obfcure; but this is done by the Poer, to exprels the diforder and
hurry of mind in Ttfemackas, who fears for the fate: of Penelope:
Therefore the conne&ion of the Periods is interrupted, to repre
{ent Telemachns ftarting thro’ eagernefs of fpirit from thought 10
shought, without order or regularity.

2 A

am A

130

When
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When alov’d mother threatens to depart,
Why with this ill-tim’d gladnefs leaps my " heart?
Come then ye Suitors! and difpute a prize

to Richer than all th* Achaian ftate {upplics,

) Thantall proud Argos, or Mycana knows,

% Than all our 1{les or Continents enclofe:
A woman -matchlefs, and almoft divine,
Fit for the praife of ev’ry tongue but mine.

15 No more excufes then, ne more delay;

* Halte to the tryalme—=Lo! I lead the way.

:: I too may try, and if this arm can wing

% The feather'd arrow thro’ the deftin’d ring, >

i
P—OI fhall not forrow for a mother loft;

Then if no happy’r Knight the conqueft boaft,

g But bleft in ber, poflefs thefe arms alone,
¢ Heir of my Father’s firength, as  well as throne,

|

f He fpoke; then rifing, his broad fword unbound,
v

§  And caft his purple garment on the ground.

;12)' A trench he open’d; in a line he plac’d

. The leyel axes, and the points made faft.

{ (His perfect skill the wond’ring gazers ey'd,

The game as yet unfeen, as yet untry’d.)

% Then, with a manly pace, he took his ftand;

130 And grafp’'d the bow, and twang'd it in his hand.

1 Co Three




60, HOMERs ODYSSEY. BookXXIL |

Three times; with beating heart, he made efliy;

Three times, unequal to the task: gave way: 1O
A modelt boldaef{s on his check appear’d; i
And thrice he hop’d, and thrice again he fear’d. B
134 The fourth had drawn: it..  The great, Si re with j Joy. B
Beheld, but with a fign forbade the boy, A
His ardour firait th’ obedient.Brince fuppreft, 1
And artful, thus the Suitor-train:addreft; A

=

o great Sire with joy

-f

Jyffes. . probibits Thm.'.:- “«

,;_r rhn Bn'v.’ - L.lr Enflathins gives{u

& It woul t 1. his-whol
cable; fi

e Suitors impraé
fucceed d in

n I’r:mu':, it

is of neceflity uld ereate an 1mmediaté
and bring teers

Tln. ﬁ.nc Amhnr afligns a fecond

[

¢ o;nc‘u g the Bow. fhould 4
‘.upp e and fles there commands him s
l«.‘ﬂ it Mhould ba'drawn b,r the Su ors; belides, if hebad™ v

drawn'it; if would have raisd an cnu].mm amongft them, and b
they would have apply'd the utmoft of th en‘abﬂm"s w' to beour~ |t
done by fo young a perfon as Telemackns; but efpair to ef-t d
fe&t it, makes them lels follicitous, the tryal being L""l‘ ally ‘unfiics. #
celsful to them all

It may allo be obfer
0 Telemiackss by Hm
i, bt defifls in obi
oura way to give

v*d that there isa very h addrefs made
He fhews us that he Id have drawn

ence to Ubffes: Thus the” Poet 'has found' v
emachus the Honour of the ViRory withows =
obraining its and at the ﬁ...e time (hews the fuperior wifdom 1
of U f'z > Who refirains his fon in the heat of his at ttempt ; and
makes him by a happy prefence of mind at opge forefee the dan-

Eer; and prevent it

I

ah




i Book XXI HOMER's ODYSSEY. 61

Oh lay the-caufe on youth yet immatuye!
$0(For heav’n forbid, fuch weaknefs fhould endure)
How fhall this arm, unequal to the bow,
Retorc an infult, or repel-a foe?
But you! whom heav’n with better nerves has: bleft,
Accept the tryal, and the prize contefts
t5  He caft the bow before him-and apart
Againft the polifh’d quiver prope the dart.
Refuming then his feat, Epithens fon
The bold 4atiness to the reft begun.
R From where the goblet firlt begins to flow,
i« From right to. left; inorder take the bow; s
LY n

v, 149. TFrom where the Goblet firf? begins to flow,
Erem right to left, &c. |
A tinoys makes this propofitien, - that every perfon may. try his
skill without confufion. Perhaps: it is propos’d by Antinons. by
way .of Omen,  the right hand: being reckon’d fortunate: Buc
however that be, it is, very evident that in the enrerrainments of
the Anti the-cup was deliver’d tc the right hand: hence
dsgiwoc.came to fignify to.drink rowards the right hand, and 4-
tpengns thus interprets this paffage in the firft of the Iliad,

a1

puaeicic demdicar

Asrdiyor’ danings

Which, remarks thac author, Hignifies edsfidvlo. mpomiverles iavreis
Taic defrxic.  And there isexprefls mention'made of this practiees
Libe 1. 0w:597. of the lilad.

4 L Teoik % wazy
Divayeel

‘Fhat ')S,.h"ql'n_nfug Srom the right hand, as the fcholialt rightly in-

terpress it, Valcan deliver’d the bowl to all the Gods.
This obfervation explains various paffages in” many antient gu-
thors




62 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XXI.

¢ And prove your feveral firengthse=The Princes heard,
And firflt Leoides, blamelefs prieft, appear'd:
The eldeft born of Oenops’ noble race,

Who next the goblet held his holy place:
155 He, only he of all the Suitor-throng, 6%
Their deeds detefted, ‘and abjur'd the wrong. =
With tender hands the ftubborn horn he ftrains,
s The Gubborn horn refifted all his pains!
Already in defpair he gives it o’er;
160 Take it who will, he cries, I firive no more,

thors; as well as in the Jfad and Odyffey: The Cuftom indeed
mot of any great importance, butit is ac leaft a curiofity, and 've
luable becaufe antient, I doubt not but the bowl our of whid
thefe perfons drank, would by Antiquaries be thought ineftime
ble; and the poffeflion of an antient bow!l is not quite fo v
luable as the knowledge of an antienc cuffom.

V. 152, Leiodes, blamele[s Priefl.]  'The word it
the original is Sueexos, a perfon who makes prediftions from
viétims or from the fmoke of the facrifice, ‘This Ledodes; the Pos
tells us, fate nexr ro the bowl; the reafon 'of it. fuith Esnftathing
was becaufe the Suitors fear’d left poifon fhould be mix’d init |
and they thought themfelves fafe thro* his care and infpeCion
bur it may' perhaps be a better reafon to fay, that he fare ther
in difcharge of his office as a propher; to make Tibations rothe i
Gods; as was cuftomary at the beginning and end of all enter !
tainments. |

The Poet adds that this Prophet was placed at the extremif
of the apartment; the reafon may be becaufe he was an enemj
to the infolence of the Suitors, and therefore withdrew from thet
converfation; or perhaps the word is inferted only to fhew tha
his place was the firlt (for Enflathins explains puyoirares by il
7o and évcurerres) and therefore he was the moft proper perion
to begin the experiment, that the relt might make tryal according
as they were feated; fucceflively; ‘and what ‘makes this the moz
probable is, that the propination always began from the moft he-
nourable perfon,

3 © Wha
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rl, What num’rous deaths attend' this fatal bow ?

What Souls and Spirits fhall it fend below ?
Better indeed to die, and fairly give

Nature her debt, than difappointed live,

65 With each new fun to fome new hope'a prey,

Yet ftill to-morrow falfer than to-day.

How long in vain Penelope we fought?

This bow fhall eafe us of that idle thought;

V. Y61, What num’yons deaths attend this fatalbow?
What Souls, and Spirits, &c.] :
There is in thefe words a full and elear prediftion of the defirue:
Lit. tion of the Suitors by the Bow of Ulfes: but what follows, when
ve the Prophet comesto explain himfelf; renders it ambiguous, Bet-
ich  ter indeed to die, 8cc. The nexr line is very remarkable for the
ne diftin&ion it makes berween Swuor and Juyn, forl and [pirir: The
vi. Reader may turn to the note on Lib. 23, v, 92, 122, of the Tiiad,
and that on Lik, 11. v, 743, of the Odyffey, where an account is
it given of the notion of the Ancients concerning this divifion, - ¥
om {hall only here add a paffige in St. Pan! to the Hebrews, which
Y did not then occur to me, thar remarkably fulls in with it. Te
ity word of God is guick and powerful, and Jharper than a two-edsed
i fword; piercing cuen to the dividing afnder of Soul wnd Spirit.
i Heb, iv,12.
et This Ledodes falls by the fword of Ulyffs in the next book; bue
the s it not injuftice to take away the life of a Perfon who is here
wr- delerib’d as a man of virtue, detefting the afions of the Suitors,
and dignify’d with Prophecy ? It is eafy to anfwer this objecti-
lif ©n; he is one of the Suitors to Penelope, as appears from his try-
mj = i0g the Bow amongft cheé reft of them, in order to cbtain her in
i marriage, and confequently he is involv’d in the general crime 3
bt This diftinguifhes his cafe fromthat of Medon and Phemiss, whom
- Ubffes fpares, it appearing that they made no pretenfions to the
fon  bed of Pemelope, whereas Leiodes endeavours to marry the Queen,
iy Which fingle a& would exclude Ulyffes from his own bed and do-
o Minions. Befides; if we would efcape the puniffiment of wicked
f-  @en; we mult not only deteft their crimess but converfation,

1t And
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And fend us with {fome humbler wife to live,
170 Whom gold fhall gain, or deltiny fhall give,
Thus {peaking on the floor the bow he plac’d;
(With rich inlay. the various floor was grac'd)
At diftance far the feather’d fhaft he throws,
And to the feat returns from whence he rofes
195 To him dutinens thus wich fury faid,
What words ill omen’d from thy lips have fled?
Thy coward function ever is in fear;
i Thofe armis are dreadful which thou canft not bear,
f Why fhould this bow be fatal to the brave ?

180 Becaufe the Prieft is born a peaceful {lave.

Mark then what others can He ended there,
And bade Melanthus a valt pyle prepares
He gives it inflant flame: then faft befide
Spreads o’¢r an ample board a bullock’s hide,
185 With-melted lard they foak the weapon o'er,
Chafe ev’ry knot, and fupple ev’ry pore,
Vai

vi 186, Chafe ev’ry knok, [upple ex'ry pores] - This palla
has been egregioufly mifunderflood, and it hag been imagind i
this unguentis to anoint the limbs of the Suitors to make thea
more {upples after the maaner of the Wreftlers who obfery’d tts
cufom; but itis veryevident that =iy is to be underflood i
the Greek, and that it is the Bow; not the Limbs of the Suitos
that-is to be anointed.  Enflathins thus fully explains Th
lard is brought to make-the Bow pliant; they chate it before ¥
fire that the particles of it may enter ehe pores of the Eow and et

[
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Vain all their art; and all their ffrength as vain;
The bow inflexible refifts their pain.
The force of great Eurymachus alone
P And bold dutinons, yer untry’d, unknown :
Thofe only now remain’d; but thofe confelt
Of all the train the mightieft and the beft.
Then from the hall, and from  the noify. crew,;
The Mafters of the herd and flock withdrew.
The
' der it flexible. But Enffathsus falls into an error about the feac
that is brought by Melanshins: he imagines the Suitors fate while
they drew the Bow, that they might be upon a Jevel with the
ringlets which'were fix’d upon the ground ; whereas inreality the
fearis brought. that they may fic while they chafe the Bow. Ho-
mer himfelf fays, when Leiodes endeavours to draw it, that he
00d up, erisaTe, and again,
He flood, and [lepping forwazd try*d the bow,
Zaii I ap’ e’ @iy I, kad wige waghmid

But how is this to be reconcil'd with the conduék of Uhyffes; who
35 direétly affirm’d to fit while he draws it?

v ‘IEU?;J Q,B ur,'.}J‘a,g's

Builey ex Sioppoic xe)mevos

Ve
That circumflance is inferted to (hew the ‘great firength and dex-
ety of Uljffes; who is able to draw it in that difadvantageous
|t pofture : the Poet in every incident maintiins his fuperioricy.
Y. 193 Tf:mfmm the hall, .:m’:'fr..m the :rvs'fy crew
. The mafters of the herd and flock withdrew.]
Itis wonderful how exaétly the Poet obferves the diftribution of
time; he diftinétly marks the ation of every day, and allots a pro-
per fpace o every a&ion,  In' this place the Poem goes forward
Vi While Uhffes withdraws to engage the aflitance of Philatins and
-T;‘ Enmdns, The Suitors are amus'd and employ’d about the Bow,

&« whils
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195 The King obferves them : he'the hall forfakes,
And, paft the limits of the Geourt, ¢’értakes.
Then thus with accent mild Uljfes fpoke:
Ye faithful guardians of: the herd and flock!
Shall I the fecret of my breaft conceal,
200 Or (as my foul:now dictates) fhall I tell?
Say, fhou'd fome fav’ring God' reftore again
The loft Ulyffes to his native reign ?
How beat your hearts ? what aid wou'd you afford?
To the proud Suitors, or your antient Lord?

O
it

Philetius. thus, -~ Oh were thy word' not vain!
Wou'd: mighty Fove reftore that man again’!

while Ulyffes fteals away from their obfervation, “and et
without raifing their jealoufy. The Poer likewife - mang
the time of the difcovery of Ulffes very judicioufly; tho'd
knew the fidelity of Ewmcus and Philatizs, yet he: trufts thems
with the knowledge of his Perfon, till the very hour of exed
on; agreeable to the general chara&er of. his cautious natures
profound fecrecy. But then is not this an imputation to Penrly
that he fhould chufe to difcover himfelf to thefe two perfons
ther than to his Queen? The anfwer is, There was a necel
for his difcovery to the former, but noné to the lacter; he wi
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their afiftance in the future engagement, and makes good uftlf’ A1

it;. whereas a difcovery made 1o the Queen could have beens
10 advantage, and might poffibly have prov’d detrimental ; beld
this is a feafon that requires expedition’; and we find Ulyffescon
plies with it, and is very concife in the difcovery and intervid
Wwith Philetius and Ewmens. The Poet therefore referves the d
covery of Ulyfés to Penelope to a time of more leifure, thatd
may dwell upon it more largely, and beautify his Poem withi
effential an ornament with greater folemnity.
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Thefe aged finews with new vigor flrung
In his bleft caufe fhow’d: emulate the'young:
With equal vows Eumass too implor'd

O Each pow’r above, with wifhes for his Lord,

He faw their fecret fouls, and thus began
Thofe vows the Gods accord : Behold the mant
Your own Ulyfes! twice ten years detain’d
By woes and wand’rings from this haplefs land:

§ At length he comes ; but conies defpis’d, unknown,
And finding faithful, you, and you alone.
All elfe have caft him from their very thought,
Ev’n in their wifhes, and their pray’rs, forgot!
Hear then, my friends! If Feve this arm fucceed,

40 And give yon' impious Revellers to bleed,

! My care fhall be, to blefs your future lives

With large poffeflions and with faithful wives;

Faft by my palace fhall your domes afcend,

And each on young Telemachus attend,

iig And each be call’d his brother, and ‘my friend.

B Ro-Ee s

i To give you firmer faith, now truft your eye:
& Lo! the broad fcar indented on my thigh,
When with dutolychus’s fons, of yore,

i
i
i On Parnafs’ top I chac’d the tusky. boar.

His
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His ragged velt then drawn afide difelos’d
The fign confpicuous, and the fcar expos'd;

Eagy

V. 231, and the ftay cxpos’d]]  Arifotle treating u"?fl
the different forv of Remembrances, Chap. 17. of his Paetics, & 1
vides them into two Kinds, natural or adventitions; the forme
fort is fimple and without art, which Poets ufe for want of i 1
vention ; as for inflance, when they bring about. the difcoveryg
a perfon by fome natural mark or foken upon the body : The I
ter are either marks upon the body, or fears occafion’d by fom
accident, or tokens diffin€ from the body, fuch as the Casker, ./
which Plantns and Terence ufe in the difcovery of feveral perfoy
in their Comedies: Of this lacter kind is this fear of Ulyffes; #40
is an adventitious remembrance, and thefe remembrances (conte
nues Ariffotlz) may be ufed with mere or lels art- Thus in th
cafe of this wound of Ulyffes, ‘it is us'd by Homer in a differes
way : Enryclea, Lib.19. defcribes it accidentally ; Ufyffes here fhem
it 0 Eumans and Philstins voluntarily ; and it is certain thard
thofe marks which a Poet defignedly and deliberately ufes to eflr
blith any verity, have lefs ingenuity than thofewhich produce the
effeéts undefignedly and cafually, and confequently the remembrans
in the nireteenth 0dyfzy is more ingenious than the fecond difeo, | ¢
very. The reafon is, it fhews no ingenuity. to have recourfe 443
fuch marks, when we have an intention to make the difcovery+ 1
it caufes no furprize nor variety, neicher is it produc’d by anyay
or invention: ‘On c ¥> the other in the nineteenth book &
arifes from the {ubjed, and not from the fancy of the Poer only
But, fiys Dadier; when Ariffore affirms thar this prefent remem
brance wants ingenuicy, we are.not yet 10 i tbac he con r
demns it; for it is a remembrance made by neceflity. Ulhffes ha
not opportunity-to wait till the -dift identally, &
in” the nineteenth Book; he is abfc wely compelled to makei
(ignedly; to engage nezes and Philetins i his caufe, by plainly
proving to them that he was the real Ulffes. If therelore tha
Heroe fhews lefs art in the manner of the remembrance; he (hew
more wildomin accommodating his condu&® to the Opportunit,
and ufing the prefent conjunéure advantageoufly, to bring abonch. 1
own re-eflablithment. I will only further obferve the judgment
of Homer in making-this difcovery with the “urmoft breviry; cons
cluding it in the compafs of two verfes: he had before enlarg'd
upon the wound, and the reader is already fully inftru@ed inthe
ftory : ‘There is likewife another reafon thac requires cuncifenf-fi;

(4]
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Eager they view'd; with joy they ftood amaz'd;
With tear-full eyes o’erall their mafter gaz’d:

£ Around his neck their longing arms they caft,

yas His bead, his fhoulders, and his knees embrac'd:

8 Tears followed tears; no word was in their pow’s,

; In folemn filence fell the Kindly fhow'r.

U The King too weeps, the King too grafps ‘their hands;

And movelefs, as a marble fountain, ftands.

1]

::;4.3 Thus bad their joy wept down the fetting {un,
b But firft the wife-man ceas’d, and thus begun.

Enoughemeon other cares your thought imploy,

T T

For danger waits on all untimely joy.

Full many foes, and fierce, obferve us near:

lag Some may betray, and yonder walls may hear.
Re-enter then, not all at once; but ftay

{  Some moments you, and let me lead the way,

To me, negle@ed as I am, I know

i  The haughty Suitors will deny the bow;

the urgency of the time demands it, for Ulyffes and Eawm.ens could
mot be long in conference withour obfervation, and raifing the jea-
loufy of the Suitors,

L V252, At ev'ry portal, &'::.]] This is 2 very neceffary in-
Jun&tion: Ufyfes fears not only Teft any of the Suirors thould make
his efcape but alfo left any of the women who were friends to
the Suitors fhould give informarion to their partifans abroad; and
mtroduce them to their affitance, Enftathins.

But
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230 But thou, Ewmens, as ’tis born away, ]
Thy mafter’s weapon to his hand convey. |
At ev'ry portal let fome matron wait;, 9]
And each lock faft the well-compadted gate: {

Clafe let-them: keep, whate’er invades their ear;
2§35 Tho’ arms, or fhouts, -or dying groans they hear,
To thy ftri¢t charge, Philatins! we confign !
The court’s. main gate: To guard that pafs be thine, 73"
This faid, he firft return’d: the faithful {fwains

At diftance follow, as their King ordains.

260 Before the fame Exrymachus now ftands, ]
And turns the bow, and chafes it with his hands: b
Still the tough bow unmov’d. ' The lofty man |
Sigh'd from his mighty foul, and thus began: !

I mourn the common caufe; for, oh my friends! | |

265 On me, on all, what grief, what fhame attends? ?
Not the loft nuptials can affec me more, |
(For Greece has beautcous dames on ev’ry fhore) i

B :

v. 266, Not the loft nuptials No doubt but Bty g
yymackus mifreprefents his real fentimentss when he makes i
1ofs of Penclope of little importance ; but his conduét is an exss o
pifture of human nature: When we have us'd our utmofties f
deavours to obtain our defires, and have fail’d in the atemp
the obje& immediately lofes its value, and we would be thougl p;
to defpife it. . To be eafy under any difappointment is the® «
fultof reafon ; but to feem to defpife what we have been very ﬁ,ilﬁl «

al
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But baffled thus! confefs’d fo far below
Ulyfes’ ftrength, ‘as not to bend his bow !

[0 How fhall all ages our attemptderide?
Our weaknefs {corn ? dnsinons thus reply’d,

Not {0, Earymachus : That no-man draws
The wond’rous bow, attend another caufe,
Sacred to Phasbus is the folemn day,
w15 Which thoughtlels we in games would wafte away :
Till

tous o' obtain, arifes from -the pride of our natures, which per=
fuades us 1o endeavour o cheat the world into an opinion thatwe
have not been' difappointed :* ‘The remedy for this difeafe of our
minds, is a regular conduét, and-to hold the halance: even in-all
our affaivs, ‘that the fcale be not rais’d too high or deprefs’d too
low,

V. 274, Sacred 2o Phoebus is the folemn day.] _Antinous in this
reply, Ipeaks; -as well. as Eurymaibus, with diffimulation ; he is
unwilling to givea true reafon, and therefore invents a falfe one -
The true reafon why he.defers the tryal of the Bow: is; becanfé ho
fears his inability to idraw it: The feign’d reafon is a pretended
piety paid woithe:day : it-was a day to be obfery’d religioufly, and
he infinuates that all {porcs upen ic are a prophanation of it; and
confequently, Apollo being provok’d; difubles them from drawing
the Bow, of which he is the patron. This is the reafon why he

B¢ Ppropofes to offer a libarion, to atone for the abufe of the day by
their diverfions. But perhaps the reafon why 4utinons defers the
exercife of the Bow to thefollowing day, isnotbecaufe he thouphe
1t unlawful to proceed in it on the feftival of Apollos for why

B4 thould an exercife which was inflitated in honour of that Deity,

B e thonght a prophanation of the day 2~ I fhould | therefore rather

5 conclude, that the impiety intended by Antinous, . whas their omif~

B fion in nov offering -’ fcrifice w thar God hefore they begun the

# cryaly that he might profper their endeavours: The conclufion of

B his fpeech makes this opinion probable: ¢ Ler us now defer the

B «experiment, and offer facrifice in the morning to Apollo, that he

@« may give us fuccels in drawing the Bows;” which implies

ol thac
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»Till the next dawn chis ill-tim’d frife forgoe;
And here leave fixt the ringlets in a rowe. 295
Now bid the Sew’r approach, and let us join
In due libations, and in rites divine,
280 8o end our night: Before the day fhall {pring,
The choicet off'rings let Melansfius bring ;
Let then to Pharbus’ name the fatted thighs .3ec¢
Feed the rich {mokes, high-curling to the skies
So fhall the patron of thefe arts beffow
285 (For his the gift) the skill to bend the bow.
They heard well-pleas’d: the ready heralds bring
The cleanfing waters from the limpid fpring: 305
The goblet high with rofie wine they crown’d,
In order circling to the peers around.
200 That right compleat, up-rofe the thoughtful man,
And thus his meditated {cheme began. 2
If what I ask your noble minds approve, 310
Ye peers and rivals in the royal love !

that they were unfuccefsful becaufe they had forgot to fuk

I will only add that Antinons mentions a goat as an offeri
~Apollo; we have before feen bulls, fheep and bullecks oﬂ—e.'i.‘;
that Deity; the reafon why a goat isa proper viftim, I gl§
is becaufe he is a rural God, and patron of thepherds, ~andi¥
fore all kinds of beafts were aﬁ'e:’dp to him promifcuoully,
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Chief; if it hurt not great Aatinous’ ear,
205 (Whofe fage decifion I with wonder hear)

Aad if Eurymachus the motion pleafe;
Give heav'n this day, and reft the bow in peace.
-To-morrow let your arms difpute the prize,
And take it He, the favour’d of the skies!

_3005“ fince ’till then, this tryal you delay,
Truft it one moment to my hands to-day:
Fain would I prove, ‘before your judging eyes,
What once I was, whom wretched you defpife;
If yet this arm its antient force retain ; 2

ago;Or if my woes (a long-continu’d train) :
And wants and infults, make me lefs than man? :.')

Rage flafh'd in lightning from the Suitors eyes,

Yet mix’d with terror at the bold emprize,
ntinous then: O miferable gueft!

310 Is common fenfe quite banifi’d from thy breaft?
Sufficd it not within the palace plac’d
To fit diltinguifh'd, with our prefence grac'd,
-Admitted here with Princes to confer,

it

w A man unknown, a needy wanderer ?

i . - P

at¢ To copious wine this infolence we owe,
i

And much thy betters wine can overthrow:

VoL, V. D The
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The great Eurytion when this frenzy ftung,
Pirithons' roofs with frantick riot rung; 220
Boundlef

v. 318, Pirithous’ reof5, &c.] The flory of the Cenmtamis
this : Pirithons a Lapithite marrying Hippodanria the daughter ¢
Adraftus, invited the Centanrs and Lapithz to his nuptials; g
Centanrs drinking to great excefs, and offering violénce to th
bride, engag’d them in a quarrel; Ewrytion was the perfon wh
began the diferder, and the war that enfued became faral to (i ]
whole nation of the Centanrs, Forace alludes to this hiftery,

At neguis modici tranfiliat munera liberi,
Centanrea monet csim Lapithis rixa fuper mero
Debellata

‘The Lapithites were a people of Theffaly inhabiting the mountaiy
Pindus and Othrys; the Centanrs were their neighbours, and dwd

in mount Pefiom. This war between the Lapithites and the 233°
tanrs probably lafted abouc a year: for it began on the day of ¥
nuptials of Pirithons, and on the day that his fon Polyperes wa
born, he obtain’d a decifive viflory over the Cenmtanrs, and dioi
them from mount Pelien. Thus lib. 2. v. 9oo of the liad.

Thy troeps Argifla, Polypates leads

«Ind Eleon, [kelter’d by Olympus® fhades;

Sprumg from Pirithous of immorsal race, 3§
The frait of fair Hippodamé's embrace,

That day when barl'dfrom Pelion’s cloudy head
To diftant dens the fhaggy Centaurs fled,

This hiftory is ac large related by Ovid, Metamorph. 12. He al
Eurytion by the name of Eurytus, and defcribes the nuptial fed
in a cave; and not in the palace of Pirithoxs, ThusMr. Dryda;

1n a cool cave’s vecefs the treas was made,
Whofe entrance trees with fpreading boughs o’erflhade s
There one more bratal of the brutal brood,
Or whither wine or beanty fir'd his blood,
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Boundlefs the Centanr rag’d; *till one and all
3%C The Heraes rofe, and dragg’d him from the hall ;
& His nofe they fhortend, and his ears they {lit,
| And fent him fober’d home, with better wit.
¢ Hence with long war the double race was curft,
f‘ Fatal to all, but to th’aggreflor firft,
:5;315’ Such fate I prophefy our guctt attends;
If here this interdiéted bowr he bends -
Nor fhall thefe walls fuch infolence contain ;
The firlt fair wind tranfports him o'er the miain ;
i Where Echetus to death the guilty brings,
:330(1'}1& worft of mortals, ev'n the worft of Kings)
: Better than that, if thou approve our chear,
fi - Ceale the mad firife, and fhare our bounty here!
To this the Queen her juft diflike expreft :
*Tis impious, Prince! to harm the firanger-gueft;
335 Bafe to infult who bears a fuppliant’s name,
And fome refpect Telemachus may claim.
What if th’ Immortals on the man beffow
3 Sufficient ftrength to draw the mighty bow ?

Or both at once; beheld with ufiful eyes

The bride, at once, refolv’d to make bis prizes
Dowon went the board; ané fafl'ring o her hair
He [eiz’d with fudden force the Srighted fairs
*Twas Eurgtus began.

I D2 Shall
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Shall I, a Queen, by rival chiefs ador’d,
34° Accept a wand’ring franger for my Lord?
A hope fo idle never touch’d his brain: {6c
Then eafe your bofoms of a fear fo vain.
Far be he banifh’d from this ftately fcene
Who wrongs his Princefs with a thought fo mean.
345 O fair! and wileft of {o fair a kind!
(Refpedful thus Enryarachus rejoin’d)
Mov’d by no weak {urmize, but fenfe of hame, -
We dread the all-arraigning voice of Fame;
We dread the cenfure of the meaneft flave,
330 The weakeft woman: all can wrong the brave.
«: Behold what wretches to the bed pretend
« OFf that brave Chief whofe bow they cou’d not bend!
“«_In came a Beggar of the ftrolling crew,
<« And did what all thofe Princes could not do.
355 Thus will the common voice our deed defame,
" And thus pofterity upbraid our name,
To whom the Queen. If Fameingage your views

Forbear thofe atts which Infamy purfues ;
Wraong

Tf Fame engage yony wviews,
Forbear thofe aéls which Infamy purfues.]
s anlwer of Penelipe is very fevere and very juft: Eavymathu
ferves Dacier) had faid, If this beggar draws the bow, W

lofe our reputation : Penelope anfwers, It is in vain to be fok
2 Ticitou

v, 357-

‘Thi
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Wrong and oppreffion no renown can raift ;

{60 Know; Friend! that Virtue is the path to praife
The ftature of our gueft, his port, his face,
Speak him defcended from. no vulgar race.

To him the bow, as he defires, canvey ;
And to his hand if Phabus give the day,

;55 Hence, to reward his merit, he fhall bear

A two-edgd faulchion and a fhining fpear,

licitous abaut your reputation, - when your lives are a f{eries of ina
famous aftions : Fame is the reward of good, and fhame the por-
tion of bafe and unworth It is nio difhonour to a Prince
10 be furpafs’d by a Beggar in ftrength, buc a Prince is more in-
famous than a Beggar, if his a&ions betray him to be'a worle
man; a bafe a&ion finks him inro contempt, and’ waints his no-
bility. . The words in Homer are, mi erelyea malre 7i3eoSe; which
Euftathins thus explains; Why do you overlook the greater dil~
honour, and are thus afraid of trifles? and, adds Dacier, the fen-
timent is juft and happy : Thefe Princes place difrace where it
is not; they think it a fhame to yield in { rength to this ftranger,
Which is really no fhame; meer ftrength is the praife of a beaft,
not of a Prince: On the contrary, what 1s really a fhame, they
think t0 be none; they prey upon a King, who was a friend 0
all mankind, they act a thoufand infolent and bafe deeds, and yet
apprehend no difcredit.  This isan unhappy, and I wifh it were
an unjult, picture of human nature; we deceive our felves with
falfe notions both of fhame and glory, and we may apply the
words of Terence to this purpofe :

e Hi¢ 1bi 0puis eff
Non verentnyr : illic ubivopus eff ibi verentur.

Praife is only to be obrain’d by virtue, and fame is the certain

reward of it: Ill-nature or envy may ecliple it, bur it will pre-
vail and break ouc into glory,
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Embroider’d fandals, a rich cloak and velt,

And f{afe.conveyaace to his port of reft. 3¢
O royal mother! ever-honour’d name?
370 Permit me (cries Telemackus) to claim
A fon’s juft right. No Gresian Prince but I
Has pow’r this bow to grant, or to deny.
Of all that Ithaca’s rough hills contain, 384

And all wide Elis’ courfer-breeding plain,
373 To me alone my father’s arms defcend;
And mine alone they are, to give or lend.
Retire, ohQueen! thy houfhold task refume,
* Tend, with thy maids, the labors of the loom ;

The

V. 377 Retive, ob Queen! &c] This fpeech has been accusi
rea berty, and as wanting in refpe& from a fon®
P Te s fpeaks with authority, when he ought &
hzye (hew’d obedience and filial duty, Butthefe Criticks mifiale
the defign and intention of Telemachus; he fpeaks direcly ta B
sefose, buz obliquely and intentionally to the Suitors: It is for thi
¢ (}"ys he is fupreme in the palace, vz, to let then
I not give up the fway into their pow’r, Ht
tells Penclepe that the Bow fhall be ufed as he direts; this is dos
to intimidate the Suitors, and prepare the way for the delivery d
it to Ulyffes, contrary to their injunétions to Exmaens.

The verles are the fame with thofe in the 6th of the i
There Heétor {peaks to Andromacke, a tender husband to a fond
wife, and the {peech was never tax’d with any want of love and
kindnefs. In that place Hefor remembers that he is an hue
band, yer forgets not that he is an Heroa. In this, Telentachas de
viates not from the duty of a fon; yet fpeaks in the chara@er and
fiyle of a Prince.
effathins excellently enlarges. upon the words of Telemachns!
There 1s an abfclure neceflity that Penelope thould withdraw, rl};!
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The bow, the darts, and arms of chivalry,
880 Thefe cares to man belong, dnd moft to me,
Mature beyond his years, the Queen admir'd
His fage reply, and with her train retir'd:
There in her chamber as fhe fet apart,
Revolv’d his words, and plac’d them in her heart.
885-On her Ulyfes then fhe fix'd her foul,
Down her fair cheek the tears abundant roll,

fhe might not be prefent at the fcene of blood and flauphter, Ir

is for the fame reafon that rthe, Poet introduces Minerza cafting

her into 4 profound fleeps thac fhe might be entirely ignomnt of

the death of the Suitors: This is abfolutely neceffury; for if (he

had been acquainted that Uhffes was recurn’d, and the Suitors

flain by his hand, there could have been ng room for the inter-

e vie?between Ulyffes 'and Penelope in the fucceeding parts of the
0dy[fzy.

ﬂu:is not Minerva introduc’d upon too fmall an occafion, on-

Pl ly to caflt Penchpe into a flumber? would not nature hive work’d

# the (ame effeft without the aflifance of the Goddefsy I Haye al{

0 reqdy-remiark’d: that machines are nat always ufed out of neceffitys
W but frequently for ornament, to dignify the Poetry and creare fur-
o prife by the appearance of a Deity..  Bur here the Poet brings
hit down Minerva, to give credibility to the flory; for tho® it be true
el that nature is fufficient o produce this effeét, yet that it {hould
He operate in the critical and exat moment, when the Poer has oc-
e cafion for it is in fome degree incredible: The Poettherefores’ to
o reconcile the relation to probability, introduces a prarernatugal
fleep, occafion’d by the immediate operation of a Goddefs.

ad, v. 381, e the Qtieen “admir’d

ind His [age Teply e

Ind Penelope 15 amaz’d at the f{ee remonftrance of Telemackns; fhe is
i ignorant of the reafon of it, yet immediately retires, not doubting
des buc his words flow’d from a juft caufe, and not from a want of

nd filial duty: fhe'is therefore faid by the Poet to lodge his words in
her memory, waiting till time fhould unfold the myftery. Dacizr.
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"Till gentle Pallas, piteous of her cries,
In flumber clos’d her filver-ftreaming. eyes:
Now thro’ the prefs the bow Exmeus bore;
390 And all was riot, noife, and wild uproar. 41¢
Hold, lawlefs ruftic! whither wilt thou go?
To whom, infenfate, doft thou bear the bow ?
Exil'd for this to fome fequelterd den,
¥ar from the fweet fociety of men,
39¢ To thy own dogs a prey thou fhalt be made; 41
If heav’n and Phabus lend the Suitors aid.
Thus they, Aghaft he laid the weapon down;,
But bold Telemackus thus urg’d him on,
Proceed, falfe flave, and {light their empty words;
400 What ? hopes the fool to pleafe fo many lords?
‘ Young as I am, thy Prince’s vengeful hand
Stretch’d forth in wrath, fhall drive thee from the land,
Oh! could the vigor of this arm as well
Th* oppreflive Suitors from my walls expell!
403 Then what a fhoal of lawlefs men fhould go
To fill with tumult the dark courts below ?

The
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The Suitors with a fcornful fmile furvey
The youth, indulging in the genial day.
Eumans, thus incourag’d, haftes to bring
The firife-full bow, and gives it to the King,
Old Euryclea calling then afide,

Hear what Telemsachus enjoyns, (he ery’d)
At ev’ry portal let fome matron, wait, -
And each lock faft the well-compatted gate;

%15 And if voufual founds invade their ear,

If arms, er fhouss, or dying groans they hear,
Let none to call or iflue forth prefume,

But clofe attend the labors of the loom.

V. 407. The Suitors with a [cornful finile, 8c.] Spondanus be-
lievesthey laugh out of contempt of Telemachns; Dacier becaufe they
believe the time come which is to end all their doubtsby the mar="
Tiage of Penclope; they hope to draw the Bows and thishope mol-
lifies their anger.’ But all thefe reafons (aswell as.thofe of Eaffa~
#hins) {eem to be rather invented than matural: “we may find a
fofficient reafon of their laughter, from the fharpnels of Twlenra-
thus towards Ewmans; they rejoice to fee an enemy (for fuch they
efleem Ewmesns) miflus’d; and this will likewife give a reafon why
the Poer adds that they ceas’d their anger again(t Telemachns, name~
Iys becaufe he grarifies cheir ill-will by.threatning Enmans,

V. 412, Hear what Telemachus enjoins, 8&c.| 1Itis very evi~
dent thar this command proceeds not from Zelemackus but Ulyffes
It was Ulyffes who gave direQions to fhut the door of the wo-
mens apartment; but Ewmicns is ignorant that Esryclea was ac~
quainted with the return of Ulffes, and therefore fpeaks as from
Lelzmachns, He knew very well that fhe would obey the orders
of Telemackus, but if fhe had not been acquainted with the returs
of Uhffés; the would have made fome hefitation; believing the Beg-
gar 1o be really a franger and not Ulffes.  Exffathins :

D's Her
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Her prompt obedience on his order waits;

420 Clos’d in an inflant were the Palace gates,

In the fame moment forth Philetins fiies,
Secures the court, and with a cable tyes

The utmoft gate, (the cable ftrongly wrought
OF Byblos® reed, a fhip from Egypt brought)

423 Then unperceiv’d and filent, at the board

His feat he takes, his eyes upon his Lord.
And now his well-known bow the Mafter bore,
Turn'd on all fides, and view'd it o'er and o'er;

Lef

¥. 425, (the cable firongly wromght

Of Byblos reeds
The word in- the Greek 1s Bifanors which we are not to under
fland of the cfigyptian Papyrus, but it is deriv’d from: @ixes ot
Ryfaos; a plant growing in the marlhes of cEgypt, Lordvic tuge
pé¢ Farvge, that bears-the refemblance. of the Papyras, as Enfe
zhins: explains it, Of this plant the Ancents made their cordage;
on the top of it:there grew:fibrous threads refembling hair, anl
thus Strabo defcribes ity Jinh fldos i’ cnpe dynca yalmny, 4 floe
der twig, beariag, as it were; bair on the top of it,

v, 428, Turn'don all fides; and view'd it o’er and o’er.]  'This
Tictle particularity is noc inferted in vain: Uliffes is ready o en
gage in a terrible combat; it is therefore very neceffary to b
<urious in the examination of the Bow, tobe cerrain thathe might
depend upon it if he had obferv’d that it had been decay’d tho'
times his prudence would have furnifh’d him with fome othet
anflrument, Enffatbins is of opinion. that this whole Bow wa
made of horn, becaufe imes denotes worms that breed in hom:
The Bow, fays that Authors was made of horn, and not. of woods
like the Seythian bows. This, it muft be confefs’d, is not entire
Iy farisfallory, becaufe the bows were antiently tipt or pointed at

the extremitics with horg; and.se this born Ulyffes may "fﬁ”‘
it

44
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Left time or worms had done the weapon wrong,
430 Tts owner abfent, and uatry’d {o long.
While fome deridinge——How he turns the bow !
Some other like it fure the man muft know,
Or elfe wou'd copy; or in bows he deals;
Perhaps he makes them, or perhaps he {teals.meemmmmm—
435 Heav'n to this wretch -(another ery’d) be kind!
And blefs, in all to which he ftands inclin’d,
With fuch good fortune as he now fhall find.
Heedlefs he heard them ; but difdain’d reply;
4 The bow perufing with exa&eft eye,
1440 Then, as fome heav’aly minfirel; taught to fing
High notes refponfive to the trembling ftring,
To {ome new ftrain when he adapts the lyre,

i Or the dumb lute refits with vocal wire,

i

|

i But the other opinion s moft probable, and Owid thus undec-
d flood ic:

Penelope vires juvenum tentabat in arcn
Quts latns argueret corneus arcus eraz,

i V. 440. Then, as fome heav'nly minfirel, &c]  Eunflathins con=
" fefles himfelf to bcérenrly pleas’d with this comparifon; it is
B very juft, and well {nited to the purpofe; the ftrings of: the lyre
| reprefent the bow-firing, and the eafe with which the Lyrift
i ftrecches them, admirably paints the facilicy with which Ulyffes
draws the bow, .When Gmilitudes are borrow’d. from an objest
f entirely different from the fubje&t which they are brought to” il-
B iy rate; they give us a double fatisfaion, as they furprize us by
i {hewing an agreement between fuch things in which there feems
10.be (he greatelt dilagreement.

' D¢ “ Relazes,
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Relaxes, ftrains, and draws them to and fro;
445 So the great Mafter drew the mighty bow :

And drew with eafe. One hand aloft difplay’d

The bending horns, and one the ftring eflay’d.

415

From his eflaying hand the firing let fly

Twang'd fhort and fharp, like the fhrill fwallow’s cry,
430 A gen’ral horror ran thro’ all the race, 40
Sunk was each heart, and pale was ev’ry face.
Signs from above enfi'd : the unfolding sky

1n lightaing bur; Fove thunder'd from on high.

Fir'd
"W 448, menae 2 iy let fly '65'
Twang’d (hore and fharp, like the [brill [wallow's ] 1
The comparifon is-not intended to reprefent the Tweernefs of the
found, but only the quality and nature of it; and means a harfh 1
or jarring found, or fomewhat rough, vmirpy, as Enffathing in-
terprets it fuch a found as che fwallow makes when fhe fings'by & 1
ftarcs; and not inone even tenour, The fwallow is inharmoni-
ous, and Arifiephanes ules yenddyay pegadie in his frogs, to fignify |
thofe who are enemies to the Mufes; and here the Poet ufes it to
denore a [hrill, harih; or jarring found. ijo?

Ve 452, Signs from abive enfid ] The fignal ‘of bat-
tle is heregiven in thunder by Fmpiter, as in the eleventh book

of the Tiag II;’
Ev’n Jove, whofe thunder fpoke b's wrath, difiill'd di
Red drops of blovd er all the fatal ficld, Bl

And again,

That inftant Juno and the martial maid g
In kappy thunderspromis’d Greece their aid, i

"This prepares us for thegreatnels of the following a&ion, which
is uther'd in with thunder from‘heaven: And we are not f.ur‘—i
priz’
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Fir'd at the call of Heay’n’s almighty: Lord,

455 He fnatchd the fhaft that glitter’d on the board:
(Faft by, the reft lay fleeping in the fheath,

But foon to fly the meflengers of death.)
Now fitting as he was, the chord he drew,
Thro’ ev’ry ringlet levelling his view ;

460 Then notch’d the fhaft, releaft, .and gave it wing;
The whizzing arrow: vanifh’d from the ftring,
Sung on direct, and thredded ev'ry ring.

The {olid gate its fury {carcely bounds;
Pierc'd thro® and thro’; the folid gate refounds.

{65. = Then;ta the Prince. - Nor have I wrought thee thame;
Nor err’d this hand unfaithful to. its aim
Nor prov’d the toil too hard ; nor have I lof
That antient vigor, once my pride and boaft.
I T deferv’d thefe haughty Peers difdain;
/0 Now let them comfort their dejected train,

prizd to fee Ulyffes defeat-his enemies, when Fupiter declares
himfelf in his favour;: Humer calls this thusdés a fign and a pro~
digy : It is a fign, becaufe it prediéts the event; &nd a prodi-
£ys -becaufe the thunder proceeds from a ferene sky.  Enffathius.

Vi 467. nor have I Ioff

That antient vigor ]

Uhffes fpeaks nowthas ouc of vanity, but folely’ to confirm the
courage of Telemathus, and' his two friends, Ewmens and Philtins.
He fets his vigor before their eyes, that they may have confidence
‘D itin the fucceeding engagement,

z In
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In fweet repafte the prefent hour imploy,

Nor wait *till ev'ning for the genial joy.

Then to the lute’s foft voice prolong the night,
Mufick, the banquet’s moft refin'd delight.

- 475 He faid; then gave a nod; and at the word

Telemachus girds on his fhining fword.
Faft by his father’s fide he takes his ftand ;
The beamy jav'lin lightens in his hand.

V. 471, In fweet répaff the prefent konr imploys
Nor wait’till ev'ning

This circumflance is- very neceflary; Ubyfés excites the Suitol
1o fupper by day-light, becaufe it would be more eafy for himy
affaulc them while they fate attable: the pofture wenld give hia
{ome advantage; and he adds Eefore ev'nings ecaufe if they b
fupp'd by the light of the torchs upon extinguifhing it they bl
greatly embarrafs’d him, and perhaps render’d his defigns ineffi
Tual thro® the benefit of the darknefs. Neither is it without r
fon that he pmfgofcs finging and mufic; he does it to draw awj
their thoughts from an jealoufy of intended violence; and by th
method he gives the affanlt unexpetedly, and begins the {langhs
before they are prepar'd to mdke any oppoficion. ‘
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