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Hhile Ulylles lies in the Feftibule of the Palace,
ke is witnefs to the diforders of the women.
Minerva comforts him and cafts him afleep. Az
bis awaking be defires a favourable fign from
Jupiter, which is granted. The feaft of Apollo
is celebrated by the People, and the Suitorsban-
guet in the Palace. Telemachus exerts bis an-
zhority amongft them, notwithftanding which,
Ulyfles is infulted by Ctefippus, and the reft
continne in their excelles. Strange Prodigies
ere fegn by Theoclymenus the Augnr, who ex-
plains them te the deftruction of the Wovers.
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N ample hide divine Bly/fes {pread,;
A And form’d of fleeey skins his humble bed:
(Theremnants of the fpoil the fuitor-crowd
In feftival devour’d, and victims vow’d.)
$Then o’er the chief, Eurynome the chafte
With duteous care a downy carpet caft:
With dire revenge his thoughtful bofom glows,
And ruminating wrath, he fcotns repofe.
As thus pavilion'd in the porch he lay,
10 Scencs of lewd loves his wakeful eyes furvey,
“
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8 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XX.

Whilft to no&urnal joys impure, repair
With wanton glee, the proftituted fair.
His

V. 12, With wanton glee, the profiitnted fair.] Enflathins expa-
fiates upon the condué of thefe female fervants of Penclope.  Si-
Tence and a decent referve (remarks that Author) is the orna-
ment of the fair fex; levity and laughter betray them into an
unguarded behaviours and make them fufceptible of wanton im-
preflions, The Athenians, as Panfanias informs us, had a Tem-
Ple facred to Loye and Fenus the Whifperer. Zenss was call’d the
Whifperer (-Jifuos) becaufe they who there offer’d up their pray-
ers apply’d their mouths to the ear of the flatue of that Goddels,
and whifper’d their petitions; an Intimation, thac Women ought
to govern their tongue, and not ler it tranfgre(s either by loud-
nefs or loguacity. But this no ways affeéts the Ladies of Greas
Britain ; they fpeak fo well, they (hould never be filent.

Ulyffes; Homer tells us, is almoft provok’d to kill thefe females
with his own hands: This has been imagin’d a thought unwor-
thy an Heroe. The like objetion has been made againft efneas
in Pirgil (cEneid; lib, 2. ver. 567.)

Thus, wand’ring in my way,. withount a guide,
The gracelefs Helen in the porch 1 [py’d

Of Vefta’s temple = there [he lurk’d alone,
Muff'd [be [ate, and what [be could, suknown;
Trembling with rage, the firsmpet I regard,
Refolv’d to give her gnilt the due reward,

This whole paffage is {aid to have been expung’d from Pirgil by
Tacee and Varius; foras Firgil there exprefies it,

*Tis trae a foldier can finall bononr gain,
1 And boafl no conguefl from a woman flain. Dryden.

But the Objetion is probably made with too great feverity, both a~
gainft Homer and Virgil : It is no difgrace to the beft or braveft
man, to be fubje& to fuch paflions as: betray him into no un-
worthy aétions : A Heroe is not fuppos’d to be infenfible; he dif~
tinguithes himfelf as fuch, ifghe reftrains them within the bounds

of reafon. Both oZneas and Uhffes are fird with a juft indigna-
d 1100,
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His heart with rage this:new difhonour ftung,
Way’ring his thoughts in' dubious balance hungs:

1§ Or, inftant fhould he quench the guilty flame

20

With their. own blood, and intercept the fhame;
Or to their luft indulge a laft embrace,
And let the Peers confummate the difgrace 2
Round his {wol'n heart the murm’rous fury rowls;
As o’er her young the mother-maftiff growls,
And

tion, and this iz agreeable to human nature; but:both of them
proceed to no outragious a&ion,-and this fhews that their pafli-
ons are govern'd by fuperior reafons However this refentmer: of
Ulyffes is lefs liable to objeétion chan that of o/fneas : Ulyjjes fub-
dues his indignation by the refletion of his own reafon; bug
Virgil introduces a - Machine to compofe che fpirit of cneas:

all (bining btav’nly brights *
My mother flood reveald before my fights
Ske keld my hands. the deflin’d-blow to break, &c.

It may be. further added that the cafe is very different between
c/incas and Ulyffes. . The perfons whom Ubyffes intends to punifh
are his fubjeéts and fervants, and fiich 2 punithment would be no
more than an 2é& of juftice, as he is their Mafter and King; and
we find in the fequel of the 0dyffey. that he a&ually . infiéts ir.
It fhould therefore be thought an inftance of Homer’s judgment,
in painting the diforders of thefe fervancs in fuch ftrong colours,
that we may acknowledge the juftice, when he afterwards brings
them to punifhment.

V. 20, As oer Ler young the mother-maftiff growls, &e.] Thisin
the originalisa very bold expreflion, but Homer, to foften it ins
ftances a comparifon which reconciles us ro it, Ennizs has lites
rally tranflaced it; as Spondanus oblerves : :

-n--—-—az."r?m_@u! in p{l‘?u?'&‘ lacrat.

A

As Thai




10 HOMER'sODYSSEY. Book XX.

And bays the franger groom: fo wrath compreft
Recoiling, mutter’d thunder in his breaft.

Poor f{uffring heart! he cry’d, {upport the pain
Of wounded honour, and thy. rage reftrain.

Thatis word for words

Kpadin 4 oi Evdoy dachures.

“The fimilitude it If is very expreflive; as the maftiff barks to
goard her young, fo labours the foul of Ulyffes in defence of his
Son and Wife, Penelope and Telemackus. Dacier was afraid that
the comparifon could not be- render’d with any beauty in the
French tongue, and cherefore has fubftituted another in the room
of ity Son cenr rugiffoit an dedans de-lny, comme wn. Lion vugis-an=
tonr d’ume bevgeries on il ne tanroit entrer.. But however more
moble the: Lion may-be than the MaftiT, it is evident that.fhe ut-
terly deviates, from the allufion: The Maftiff. rages in defence of
ber young, Ulyffes of his Son Telemackus; but how is this repre-
fented by a Lion roaring round a fold, which he is not to defend,
buc defiroy? We have therefore chofen to follow Homer in the
more humble but more expreflive fimilitude; and what will en-
tirely reconcile us to it, is the grear honour which was paid to
Dogs by the Antients: they were keps as a piece of ftate by Princes
and Heroes, and therefore a comparifon drawn from them was
held to be as noble asif it had been drawn from a Lion.
Ve 23 Poor [ufCring beart! he cry’d, fupport the pain
Of wownded honortrs and z‘l')r rage rcﬂrﬂiﬁ,]
Thefe two Verfes are quoted by Plate in his: Phedo, where he
treats of the foul’s immorality; He makes ufe of them to prove
that Homer underflood the foul o be uncompounded and diffinét
from the body. <« If the foul, argues that Aurhor, were a com-
* pounded fubflance, if it were harmony (as fome philofophically
* affert) the would never a& difcordantly from the parts which
compole it; but we fée the contrary, we fee the {oul guide and
& govern the parts of which fhe her {elf is pretended to be com-
< pofed ; [he refifts, threarens and reftrains our paflions, our fears,
< avarice and anger: in fhort, the foul fpeaks ro the body as o a
{ubftance of a nature entirely different from its own, Homer
sherefore evidently underftood that the foul ought to govern and
¢ direch

L

"




Book XX. HOMER's ODYSSEY. ¢

[

2¢ Not fiercer woes thy fortitude cou’d foil,

When the brave partners of thy ten years toil

Dire Polypheme devour’d: I then was freed

By patient prudence, from the death decreed.

Thus ancher’d fafe on reafon’s praceful coaft}.

30 Tempefts of wrath his foul no longer toft;

Reftlefs hisbody rolls, to rage refign’d:

As one who long with pale-ey’'d famine pin’d;

The

« diref the paffionss and that it is of a nature more divige than
< harmony.

This is. undoubtedly very jufl reafoning : and there is an exprel-
fion, oblerves Dacier, that bears the fame import in the holy Scrip-
tures : The heart of David fimote him when_he number’d the people,
‘There is this difference; in Homer by beart is underftood the cor-
poreal {ubftance, in the. Scriprures-the {piritual 3 but both make a
manifelt diftinétion between the foul and the body.

V. 32. As one who long, 8&c.} No paffage in" the whole 0dyf-
Jfey has fall’n under more ridicule than this comparifon; Monfreur
Peranlt is particularly fevere upon it: Homer (fays: thatCritic)
compares Ulyffes turping in his bed to a black-pudding broiling
on a gridiron; whereas the truth/is, he compares that Hero turn-
ing and toffing in his bed, burning with impatience to fatisfy him-
felfawith the blood of theSuitors, toa man in(harp hunger preparing
the entrails of a vitim over agreacfire; and the agitation reprefents
the agitation of Ulyffes. | Homer compares not the thing, but the:

erfons.

Biilean; 10 his notes upon Longinus,an{wers thisobje&ion, It is
notorious that the belly of fome animals was one of the moft de-
licious difhes amongft the antients: that the frmex or fow’s belly
was boafted of for its excellence by the Rémans, and forbidden by
a fumptuary law astoo volupruous, Befides, the Greesk word ufed
7o exprefs a black-pudding was not invented in the days of Ho~-
wer; - Ogylby indeed thus renders it:

As one a puddiig broili g on the coals,

AE Rur




12 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XX.

The fav'ry cates on glowing embers caft
Inceflant turns, impatient for repaft:

35 Ulyffes fo, from fide to fide devolv'd,

4

In felf-debate the Suitors doom refolv’d,
When in the form of mortal nymph array’d,
From heav’n defcends the Fove-born martial Maid;
And hov’ring o’er his head in view confefs’d,

= The Goddefs thus her fav’rite care addrefs'd.

Buc you will ask; Is not the allufion mean ac bef}, and does it not
convey a low image? Monfieur Dacier anfwers in the negative,
in his notes upon Ariffotles’s Poetics. The comparifon is bor-
Tow’d from facrifices which yielded blood and fat, and was there-
fore fo far from being defpicable, that it was look’d upon with
veneration by antiquity, Lk, 1. of the liad,

On thefes in double cawls involv’d with art,
The choiceff morfels lay from every part.

The Cawls and the choiceff morfels were the fat of the Vi&tim, fe-
leted as the beft part of it, to be offered to the Gods. We may
find that the thought was noble in the oriencal language, for the
Author of Ecclefiaff, makes ule of ity 47.2. As in the fat taken
Jrom the peace~offering; [o was David chofers eut of the children of
Irael,  And the fame allufion which was ufed to reprefenc the
weorth and excellence of David; could be no degradation to Ulyffes.
Bur what is underflood by the beliy of the beaft, full of fat and
lood 2 Boilean is of opinion that thole ‘Wwords denote the faz and
the blood which are in thofe parts of an animal naturally; buc he
isin an error, as appears evidently from thefe lines, /ib, 18. of
the Ody/fey. :

Yacipic & &° diydv néar by grupl mels &' bl JNpren
Karbéuda xifoone me nal diparos tumairarli.

Implentes fangnine & pinguedine, in cena deponamus 3 a demonfira-
tion that Hemer intends not the natural fat and blood of the ani-

mal.
Oh
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Oh thou, of mortals moft inur'd to woes!
Why rowl thofe ‘eyes unfriended of repofe?
Beneath thy palace-roof forget thy care;

Bleft in thy Queen! bleft in thy blooming heir?
4$ Whom, to the Gods when fuppliant fathers bow,
They name the ftandard of their deareft vovr.

Juft is:thy kind reproach (the chief rejoin’d)
Deeds full of fate diftra& my various mind,
In contemplation rapt. This hoftile crew
$0 What fingle arm hath prowefs to fubdue?
Or if by Fove's; and thy auxiliar aid,
They’re doom’d to bleed; O fay, cceleftial maid:
Where fhall Uiy/ffes thun, or how fuftain,
Nations embattel’d to revenge the flain 2
§¢  Oh impotence of faith! Mierva cries,
If man on frail unknowing man relics,
Doubt: you the Gods? Lo Pallas® felf defcends;
Infpires thy counfels, and thy toils attends.
In

Vo560 If man on frail unknowing = -n velies,
Donbt you the Gods ?

There is excellent reafloning in this: If a friend whom weknow
to be wile and powerful, advifes us, we are ready to follow his
infirultions; the divine Being gives us his council, and we refufe
it. Monfieur Dacier obferves that Epietns had this paflage in his
view, and beautify’d his morality with it, ¢ The proteftion of a
* Prince or Potentate (fays that Author) gives us full tranguillitys
¢ and banifhes from ws all uneafy apprehenfion, We have an all-

¢¢ powerful
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In me affianc’d, fortify thy breaft,

Go Tho’ myriads leagn’d thy rightful claim conteft;
My fure divinity fhall bear the fhield,
And edge thy fword to reap the glorious field.
Now, pay the.debt to craving nature due,
Her faded pow’rs with. balmy: reft renew.

Gy She ceas’d: Ambrofial flumbers {eal his-eyes;:
His care diflolves in vifionary joys:
The Goddefs pleas’d, regains her natal skies.

Not fo the Queen; The downy bands of fleep

By grief relax’d, fhe wak’d again to {leep

o A gloomy paufe enfu’d of dumb defpair;.

r Then thus her fate invok’d, with.fervent prayr,

« powerful Being-for our Proteftor; and for. our Father; and 'yet
« the knowledge of it is not fufficient to drive away our fears,
% inquietudes and difcontents.”

What Homer further purs into the mouth of the Goddefs of
Wifdom is’confonant fo. fagred verity, and agrees with the:lan-
guage of the holy Scripture; Pfaim xxvii. 3. Tho* an hof? of men
were laid againfi me, yet (hall not my Heart be afraid.

The Poet almoft in every book mentions the deftrution of the
Suitors by the fingle hand of Ulffes, to reconcile us to it by de-
grees, that we may not be fhock’d at the grear Cataftrophe of the
Poem as incredible : It is particularly judicious to infilt upon it
in this place in @ manner fo folemn; to prepare us for the ap-
proaching event. If the deftruétion of the Suirors fhould appear
Humanly improbable by being -afciibed folely to Ulyffes, it is at
Jeaft reconcileable to divine probability, andbecomes credible thro®
she Intervention of a Goddefs:

Diana 2
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Diana ! fpeed thy deathful ebon dart;

And cure the pangs of this convulfive heart.

Snatch me, ye whirlwinds! far from human racey;
24 Toft thro® the void, illimitable {pace:

Or if difmounted from the rapid cloud,

Me with his whelming wave. let Ocean fhrow’d!

So, Pandarus, thy hopes, three orphan fair

Were doom’d to wander thro’ the devious air ;
8o Thy felf untimely and thy confort dy’d,

But four Ceeleftials both your cares fupply’d.

V. 72. Diana! fpeed thy deathful ehon dart, &c.] 1 doubt not but
the Readerwill be pleas’d with the beaury of this foliloquy. There
is an aflemblage of tender images and moving complaints, and yet
they are fuch as betray no meannefs.of fpirit: The lamentarion
of Penelope is the lamentation of a Queen and Heroine; fhemourns,
buc ir is wich dignity, The Poet makes a good. ufe of her for-
rows, and they excellently fuftain her charadter of perfevering, to
efude the addrefles of the Suitors,. when fhe wilhes even to die ra-
ther than to yield to them.

Bur T confefs the inferting i many particularities of the daugh-
ters of Pandarus, 8cc, greatly leflens the pathetic of this fpeech.

V. 74- Snatch me, ye whirlwinds! &c.] The antients (fays
Dacier) were perfuaded that fome perfons were carried awa by
ftorms and whirlwinds. ‘T would rather imagine fuch expreﬂ{nns
to be entirely figurative and poetical 5 ic is probable thar_ what
gave occafion to thefe fifions might be no more than the fudden
deatits of fome perfons, and their difappearance was alcrib'ds in
the language of Poetry, to fflorms and whirlwinds, The Orientals
delighted ' in fuch bold figures.  Fob xxvii. 21, The eaft wind carri-
eth him away, and as a florm hurrieth him ont of his place;  And

Ifaiah X, 16, The wind fhall carry thens away, and the whirlbind [hall
Jeatter them.

a

Venps
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Penas in tender delicacy rears
With honey, milk, and wine, their infant years:
Imperial Funs to their youth affign’d
85 A form majeftic, and fagacious mind : f
With fhapely growth Diana grac’d their bloom;
And Pallas taught the texture of the loom.
But whilft to learn'their lots in nuptial love,
Bright Cytherea fought the bow’r of Fove;
90 (The God fupreme, to whofe eternal eye |
The regifters of fate expanded lie)

v. 82, ‘Venus in tender delicacy vears
With honey, milk, and wine, their infant years.)
Monfieur Daciér obferves upon this paffage; Fenws is faid to feed
thefe Infants with wine, milk, and honey; that is, (he nurfed
them'in their infancy, with plenty and abundance. For this is = 1C
the importof the expreffion: a land flowing with milk and ho-
ney means a land of the greateft ferrility, as-is evident from the
writings of Mofes. So the prophet. Burter and honey fhall he eats
till he knows bow. to refuft the evil and chufe the good; thatis, till
the age of difcretion.
v, 84. Imperial Juno to their yourh affign’d
A form majeftic, and [agacions mind, ]
1t may feem that Homer afcribes improper gifts to. this Goddefss
Wifdom is the portion of Minérva, Beauty of Vemms; why then
are they here afcrib’d to Frno? ~ Spondanys calls this an infolvable
difficulty. ~ Dacier explains it by faying. that the beauty of Prin-
cefles is different from that of perfons of an inferior flarion, their
beauty confifts in a majefty that isevery waly great and noble; and
firikes with awe, very different from the little affeCtations and
formal {pftnefies of inferior beauty; the former kind is the gift of
Fenus to the Iower part of the fair fex, the latter is befiow’d on
| Princefles and Queens, by Jano tiie Regent of the skies.

Wing’d
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Wing’d Harpies fnatch’d th* unguarded charge away,
And to the Furies bore a grateful prey.
Be fuch my lot! Or thou Dians {peed

0f Thy fhaft, and fend me joyful fp the dead:
To f{eek my Lord among the warrior-train,
E’re {fecond vows my bridal faith profane.
When woes the waking fenfe alone affail,
Whilft night extends her foft oblivious veil,

too Of other wretches care the torture ends:
No truce the warfare of my heart fufpends!
The night renews the day-diftracting theme,
And airy terrors fable ev’ry dream:
The laft alone a kind illufion wrought,

10§ And to my bed my lov’'d Ulyfes brought,

V.92, Wing’d Harpies fustch'd th mngmarded charge away,]
It is not evident what is meant by thefe Princefles being carried
away by the Harpies: Enflathins thinks that they wander’d from
their own countuy, and fell into the power of cruel governefles,
whofe feverities the Poet afcribes to the éphvwse, or Faries. Dacier
imagines, thac thefe two Princefles having feen the unhappy fate
of their fifter Aédon (who was married to Zethss, and {lew her
own fon fear'd a like calamity ; and dreading marriage, retir'd to
fome diftant folitude, where never being heard of, it gave room
for the Aétion. It muft be allow’d that the thought excellently a-
grees with the wifthes of Penelope: Thefe Princefles were taken a=
way at the point of their marriage; Pewelope believes herfelf to be
in the fame condition. and wifhes to be loft rather than fubmit to
fecond nuptials, ‘This Speech has a further effeét; we find Pene-
fope reduc’d to the utmolt exigency, fhe has no further fubterfuge :
the Poet therefore judicioufly paints this exigency in, the ftrongeft
colours, to fhew the necefficy of upravelling the intrigue of the
Poem in the conclufion of the 04)[fzy,

In
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In manly bloom, and each majeftic grace
As when for Tioy he left my fond embrace:

Such raptures in my beating bofom rife,
I deem it fure a vifion of the skies.

ite Thus, whillt dwrara mounts her purple throne;
In audible laments fhe breathes her moan:
The founds affault Ulyfes’ wakeful ear;
Mif-judging of the caufe, a fudden fear
Of his arrival known, the Chief alarms ;

214 Me thinks the Queen is rufhing to his arms.

v. 107. As when for Troy be Jeft my fond embrace] 'This lioe
tle circumftance is not without a good effeét : it fhews that the
whole foul of Penelope was poflefs’d with the image of Ulyffes:
Humer adds, fuch as'he was when be [aild to Troy; which is in-
ferted to take off our wonder that fhe fhould not difcover him 3
this Ulyffes in difguife is not like the Ulyffés fhe formerly knew,
and now delinedtes in her imagination.. Enfathins.

Ve 110, Thus, whilf Aurora mosnts ber: purple threne.] This is
the morning of the fortiech day; for part of the eighteenth bookx
and the whole nineteenth, and.fo far of the twentieth boek, con-
1ain no more time than the evening of the thirty ninth day.

Vell3. rene i (e fEay

Ofﬁ:ix arrival known, the (.',':f‘j a:’,;rm;.]
I was at a lofs for an explication of this line, *till 1 found it in
Esftathins; for why fhould. Uhffes imagine that Penelope knew
him to be Ulyffes, after a fpeech thar exprefi’d fo much concern
for his abfence ? Uhyffes; having only. heard the voice; not diffin~
guifh’d' the words of her lamentation, miflakes the tears of Peue-
Zope for tears of joy; he fufpe&s that the difcovery is made by Eue
ryclea or Telemackus; that they have told her the truth to give her
comfort; and fears left in the tranfport of her joy fhe fhould a&
», fomething that would betray him to the Suitors, and prevent his
defigns: He therefore immediately withdraws, and makes a pray'r
to Heav'n for a fign to re-affure his hopes, that he may proceed
with confidence te-their deflruiop,

Up-{pringing
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Up-fpringing from his couch, with aétive hafte

The fleece and carpet in the dome he plac’d:

(The hide; without imbib’d the morning air.)

And thus the Gods invok’d, with ardent pray’r.
Fove, and ethereal thrones! with heav’n to friend:

IF the long feries of my woes fhall end ;

Of human race now rifing from repofe,

Let one a blifsful omen here difclofe =

V. 120, Jove, and ethereal Thrones
123. a blififal Omen -
The conflruétion in the Greek is ungrammatical, for after. Z:j
7erép in the fingular, the Poet immediately adds € 4 iinovrss in
the {plurai number; Td domd daruivia are imply’d, fays Enflathi-
#5, Lo that sor is underftood, which retifies the conftruion.
The Reader will fully underfiand the import of this Prayers
from the nature of Omens, and the notions of chem amongft the
Antients: Ifs fays Ulyffes, my prayer is heards ler there be a voice
Jrom within the palace to certify me of 3¢ ; and immediately a voice
is heard, O Jupiter, may this day be the laff to the Suitors! Such
Ipeeches as fell accidentally from any perfon were held ominous,
and_ane of the antient ways of divination: Uj/fés underflands it
as fuch, and accepts the'Omen. It was in uie among the Ro-
mans, as appears from’ Zw/ly of divination, when P. c&milius wis
going to war with Perfews King of the Macedonians, he found
his licrle daughter in tears: O Father, fays (he, Perfeus is doad?
meaning her little dog named Perftus; o Bmilins immedijarely re-
p?’d, O Darghier I embrace the Omen, applying it to Perfeus King
of the Macedonians; who was afterwards conquer’d by him, and
died a Caprive in Rome, The fame pra@ice was us’d by the He-
brews, it was call’d Bath Ko/; this is an inflance of it: Two
Rabbies defiving to fee Samucel a Babylmifh dofor, let us Sollors
faid they, the kearing of Bath Kol; travelling therefore near a
fchools they heard a boy reading thefe words out of Sammelxxy. 1,
And Samuel died. They obfervd it and found that their Friend

;\v;; deads The Sortes Firgilians afterwards were much of this
Kind,

And,
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And fo confirm my: faith, propitious Fove !
124 Vouchfafe the fan&ion of a fign above:
Whilft lowly thus:the Chicf adoring bows,
The pitying God his guardian aid avows. 15
Loud from a faphire sky his thunder founds:
With fpringing hope the Heroe's heart rebounds.
130 Soon, with confummate joy to crown his pray’rs

An omen’d Voice invades his ravifh’d ear. .

v. 128, Lond from a [aphire shy '] Tt Was this cift
cumftance, of thunder burlting from a ferene sky, that made il
eminous ; it was noted as fuch amonglt the Remmans in the booki

of the Augurs; and Horace brings it 45 & proof againit the opial

ons of Eprrrns, 1
Diefpiter {

Tgni corsfco nubila dividens,
Plersongue per puram fonantes j']
Egit equoss wolucremaue corrams 1

Virgitlikewife fpeaks of thunder as ominous, when Anehifes faw 1

the lambent flame round the head of I/us : He prays to Fupiser

and immediately it thunders. 1
Vix ea fatus evat [enior [ubitoque fragore 1

Intonuit, 54

whe Stoice drew an argument from thunder from a ferene air @
gainft the Dolirines of Epicurus, who faught that the Gods had 1
o regard of human affairs;- for they concluded ﬁzcl} thunder @
be prater-natural;, and an argument of a divine Providences

Beneath

(
¢
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Beneath a pile that clofe the dome adjoin’d,
Twelve female flaves the gift of Ceres grind;
Task’d for the royal board to bolt the bran
1 From the pure flour (the' growth and ftrength of man)
Difcharging to the day the labour due,
Now early to repofe the reit withdrew ;
One maid, unequal to the task aflign’d,
Still turn'd the toilfome mill With anxious mind;
. © And thus in bitternefs of foul divin’d.
Gl Father of Gods and men! whofe thunders rowl
IJII:L‘ O’er the Cerulean Vault, and fhake the Pole;
Whoe’er from heav’n has gain’d this rare Oftent,
(Of granted vows a certain fignal fent)
5 In this bleft moment of accepted pray’s
Piteous, regard a wretch confum’d with care!
aw Inftant, O Fove! confound the Suitor train,
™ For whom o’er-toil'd I grind the golden grain:
Far from this dome the lewd devourers caft,
5 And be this feftival decrecd their lagt!

‘@ V. 133, Twelve fernale. flaves the gift of Ceres grin’d.] ‘This

had little parricularity (hews us the grear profufion of the Suitors, whe

14 employd ewelve mills to find them bread.  There is a particular
cnergy in the word ereipciorro; it denotes the great labour and. af~
fiduiry of thefe people in p eparing the bread, and confequently
the great wafic of the Suirors. It likewife preferves a piece of
antiquity, thiac Kings formerly had mills in their palaces: ro. pio=
vide for their families, and thac thele mills were atiended by wo-

l:!b men; I fuppofe becaufe preparing bread was an houfhold care, and
thereore fell to the Jor of female fervancs.

3 Big
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Big with their doom denounc'd in earth and sky,
Ulyffes’ heart dilates with fecret joy. 7c
Mean-time the menial train with unétuous wood
Heap’d high the genial hearth, Valcanian food :
%§§ When, early drefs’d, advanc’d the royal heir;
With manly grafp he wav'd a martial {pear,
A radiant {abre grac’d his purple zone, 2
‘And on his foot the golden fandal {hone, ;
His fteps impetuous to the portal prefs'd ;
160 And Euryclea thus he there addrefs’d.
Say thou, to whom my youth its nurture owes,
Was care for due refection, and repofe, ©
Beftow'd the ftranger gueft? Or waits he griev’d,
His age not honour’d, nor his wants reliev’d?
165 Promifcuous grace on all the Queen confers;
(In woes bewilder'd, oft the wifeft errs.)
The wordy vagrant to the dole afpires, o]
And modeft worth with noble {corn retires.

V. 165. Promifinons grace on all the Queen tonfers.] 'Th
fpeech of Telemachus may feem to be wanting in filial refpe&;i
it appears to condemn the conduét of his mother: But (remarl
Ewnftathius) the contrary is to be gathered from ir. His blamel
really a commendation; it fhews that her affeCtion was fo gra
for Upfes; that fhe receiv’d every vagrant honourably, who d
ceiv’d her with falfe news about him ; and that other perfons wk
brought no tydings of him, tho’ men of greater worth ; were ld |
acceprable.

8h
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F She thus: O ceafe that ever-honour’d name
. 70 To blemifh now; it ill deferves your blame:
A bowl of gen’rous wine fuffic’d the gueft;
In vain the Queen the night-refetion preft;
Nor wou’d he court repofe in downy ftate, -
Unblefs'd, abandon’d to the rage of fate !
75 A hide beneath the portico was fpread,
" And fleecy skins compos’d an humble bed:
A downy carpet caft with duteous care,
Secur'd him from the keen nocturnal air.
His cornel javelin pois'd, with regal port,
© To the fage Groeks conven’d in Themis’ court,
¥orth-ifluing from the dome the Prince repalr’d:
Two dogs of chace, a lion-hearted guard,
Behind him fow'rly flalk'd, Without delay
The dame divides the labour of the day 3
§ Thus urging to the toil the menial train,
What marks of luxury the marble flain?
Its wonted luftre let the Aoor regain ;

Th
&’j . 180, . T 2he fage Grecks convend i Themis® conrt, '
el Torth-iffuing from the dome the Prince vepair’d ;7
me

- It was cullomary for Kings and
i mOrning into the public aflemblies,
yd

Magiftrates to go early eve

to diftribute juttice, aid :alz
. @are of public affairs: but this affembly contributing nothing to
Wk the ation of the Ody[fey, the Poer pafies it oyer in a curfory man-
wer; without any enlargement, Enfathius,

5 She
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The feats with purple cloathe in order due;
And let th*abfterfive fponge the board renew: 10
190 Let fome refrefh the vafe’s fullied mold;
Somebid the goblets boaft their native gold:
Some to the {pring, with each a jar, TEpair,
And copious waters pure for bathing bear:
: 20
v. 189, \.A'r;d' Iet b abfterfive fponge the board remew.] ‘The tas
ble was not antiently cover'd with_ linen, but carefully cleans'é

with wet fponges,. ‘Thus yrian; & THS TpamiGas, ooy iau
And Martial :

He tibi [orte datur tergendis [pongia nienfis.
They made ufe of fio napkins to wipe their hands;. but the fofg.0
and fine part of the bread, which they called amopadydaniel,; whig
afrerwards they threw to the dogs; this cuffom is mention’d it
the Odyfféy, kb, 10,

"0p J° Sray dpgi dvesde wivicdeirySey fofla

Epet pasiniy praTa FUMES

Nl v, o M
SalveT, o & ydp TE

As from fome feaft a man veturning late,
Tis faithful dogs all mest” him at the gate,
Rejoicing round, fome morfel to receives
Such as the good man ever wont to give.

The morfel in the tranflation, and the geaiyuara in the Gred
mean thefe pieces of bread, or emouagydunia, with which
Antients wip'd their hands after eating, and then threw to th
dogss

(=4 .

Difpatch




{ BookXX. HOMERs ODYSSEY: 25

Difpatch! for foon the Suitors will affay
10§ The Iunar feaft-rites to the God of day:
She faid ; with duteous hafte a bevy fair
Of twenty virgins to. the {pring repair:
With:varied toils the reft adorn the dome;
Magnificent, and blithe, the Stitors come,
200 Somé wield the founding ax ; the dodder’d oaks
Divide, obedient to the’ forcefi] ftrokes.
@i Soon from the fount, with each a brimming urn,
(Enmans in their train) the maids return,
Three porkers for the feaft, all brawny chin’d,
ﬂZFCS' He braught;: the choiceft ‘of the tusky kind:

ta-
15

V. 105, The lynar feafl-rites to. the God of day.]- . This was the
1aft day of one morth, and' the Atk of the following : TEe Greek
months were lunar, the firt day of gverymonth was a day of gréae
folemnity, and it was confeciaced to ~Apolio, the authar and foug-
rain of light.  Ufyffes had faidy Lik. 14, v, 186

E’re the next vioon immzﬁ, or this n'::d)',
His antient realms Ulylles ffall furvey.;
1 blood and duff cach Pprond oppreffor monyss,

3 T8 paiv 9ivailes pauvic, T o (ZITTIER
eeh

This, fays Solon in' Plutarch, means thar Ulyffes fhall return on the
laft day of the monrh precifely;! and' here we' find ‘it verifyd,
Ulyffes difcovers himfelf upon this day, and kills the Suitors:. Ry
his return, in the foregoing period; is meant his diftovery ;
was return’d when he made that affertion o Eamans, 1
fore probable; that' the ahove recited verfe wa
ch by Solon,

€15 there-
s rightly interpreced

Vor, v, B In
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In lodgmerits firft fecure his care he view’d, ¢

Then to the King this friendly fpeech renew'd: 8O ¢

Now fay fincere, my gueft! the Suitor train

still treat thy worth with lordly dull difdain; E
210 Or fpeaks their deed a bounteous mind humane? ‘

Some pitying God (Ulyfes fad. reply’d) i L

With vollied vengeance blaft their tow’ring pride! 5 A

No confcious blufh, no fenfe of right reftrains 2

The tides of luft that fwell their boiling veins: 4
21§ From vice to vice their appetites are tolt, 1

All cheaply fated at another’s coft! }OZ

While thus the Chief his woes indignant told, -

Melanthins, mafter of the bearded fold,

The goodlieft goats of all the royal herd g
220 gpontaneous to the Suitors® feaft preferr’d : 2

Two grooms affiftant bore the victims bound;

With quav’ring cries the vaulted roofs refound:

And to the Chief auftere, aleud began P

The wretch unfriendly to the race of man. :ilf
52¢  Here, vagrant, fill? offenfive to my Lords! ot

Blows have more energy than airy words;
Thoft arguments Ill ufe: nor confcious fhame,
Nor threats, thy bold intrufion will reclaim.

On

(5]
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/

On this high feaft the meaneft vulgar boaft
30 A plenteous board ! Hence! feek another hoft!
Rejoinder to the churl the King difdain’d,
But fhook his head, and rifing wiath reftrain’d.
. From Cephalenia crofs the furgy main
Thilatins late arriv’d, a faithful {wain.
35" A fteer ungrateful to the bull’s embrace,
And goats he brought, the pride of all their races
Imported in a fhallop not his own;
The dome re-echo’d to their mingled moah,
Strait to the guardian of the briftly kind
t°He thus began, benevolent of mind.
What gueft is he, of fuch majeftic air 3
His lineage and paternal climg declare :
Dim thro’ th* eclipfe of fate, the rays divine
Of fovereign ftate with faded fplendor fhine,

V. 237. Jmported in a (ballipmemmmmees]  To upderfland this
paflage, it is neceflary to remember that Melantbins and Philasins
ted their flocks and herds in Cephalenia, an adjacent Ifland, un-
der the dominion of Uhffes; but living in different parts of ir,
thez are brought over in_f{eparate veflels, by different ferrymen,
wopdpaes, as Homey exprefles it
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243’ If Monarchs by the Gods are plung’d in woe,

To what abyls are we foredoom’d to go! 1
Then affable he thus the Chief addrefs'd, ]
Shilfk withimdthetic:warmib His Bandihe prefvd; B
Stranger! may fate a milder afpe& fhew, p

250 And {pin thy future with a whiter clue! 4
O Fove! for ever deaf to human cries ; .

(

The tyfant, not the father of the skies! 5
. 0

Unpiteoul

v. 245, If Menavehs by the Gads; 8c.] " "This is the reafonin}
of Philetins: Kings are in a peculiar manner the care of the Godsi
and if the Gods exempr not Kings from calamitiés, how cin ife
ferior perfons (fays Dacier) -expedt to-be exempred; or complais
in the day of adverfity? But I perfiade my felf the weords hawt
a deeper {enfe, and mean UiyfJess 4 'Well -may. vagrants fuffen
« when Kings, fuch as Uljffes; are not free from afHitions.

v.251. O Jove L for, ever. deaf to haman criess

The tyrant, not the father of the skies !
"Thele words are to be aleribed tothe excels of forrow which 2
Jatins feels for the fufferings of Ulyffes; for they cercainly. tranf
grefs the bounds of reafon. But if we confider the ftate of The
ology in Homer's time, .the fentence will appear lefs offenfivel
o Tlowr can Fupiter (Tays Phileting) who is our facher, ~throw hi
« children into fuch 4n sbyfs. of mifery? Tholt, oh, Fewe, hil
c¢ made us; yet baft no chmipaion When we. fuffer.” It s
eafyy matter to anfwer this argument from the hedthen Theologh
+nd no wonder therefore if it confounds the reafon of Phileting
put we who have cerrain hopes of a'farure ftate, can ‘teadily felit
the diffienly ¢ that ftate will be a time of reiriburion; it will am
good man for all his calamities; or as Milia

e

oo

M

AR e A

ply recompenfe the
exprelles;

will juftify the ways of God th mei,
ral that this introdu@ion of Phileti

he caufe of Ulyffes, is inferted het
Wi

Tt may be obfev’d in gene

and his fpeechs fo warm in t
4




Book XX. HOMER's ODYSSEY. =9

Unpitepus of the race thy will began,
The fool of fate, thy manufacture, man,

35 With penury, contempt; repulfe, and care,

The gauling load of life is doom’d to bear.
Ulyffes from his ftate a wand'rer fill,
Upbraids ‘thy pow’r, thy wifdom, or thy will :

O Monarch ever: dear!, O man of W0e | e

l|50 Frefh flow my tears, and fhall for ever Aow!

i
et
Tith

Like

with admirable judgment; The Poet intends to make ufe of his
afliffance in the deflruion of the Suitors; he therefore brings
him in giving Ufyfes full affurance of bis fAdelity; fo thar when
thar Heroe reveals himfelf to him, he does not depart from his
cautious charaéter, being before certify’d of his honefty.

I will only add that Philetius ia not to be look’d uponasacom-
mon fervant, but as an officer of fate and di nity : and whatever
has been faid in thefe annomtions concerning Ermens may be ap-
ply’d to_Philatins; he'is here call'd oppyaeprcs fvdpeiys a title of ho-
nour; and Ulyffes promiles to marry him into his own family in
the fequel of the Odyffey; confequently he is a perfonage worthy
to be an a&or in Epic Loetry.

V. 260. Frefb flowmy tears, and fhall for ever flow!] The words
in the original are idwy o tvinca; and they are very differently cx-
plain’d by Dacier and Enflathins: idicy, 767 iciy idpogety iyavidoe,
< d have fweated and been inan agony at the thought of the fevere

* difpenfations of Fupiter ; thisis the interpretation of Euffat
5. Dadier takes idwy to be an adjeive; and then it muft be con=
neted with the preceding period.

Ou esaipere arvdpas, iy I Jefvias duric,
Mz tpastetcts vandyre, wal dhysos AUpartis
"Iy ws evinoe. ;

Ut privatim, vel domeftico admonitus fum exemph;for fo weimay ren-
der idvor; meaning Ulyfes; then the fenfe will be this; Jupicer
B3 tha
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Like thee, poor ftranger gueft, deny’d his home!
Like thee, in rags obfcene decreed to roam! 281
Or haply perifh’d on fome diftant coaft,
In Stygian gloom he glides a penfive ghoft!
265 O, grateful for the good his bounty gave,
T’ll grieve, ’ull forrow fink me to the grave!
His kind prote&ing hand my youth preferr’d,
The regent of his Cephalenian herd :
With vaft increale beneath my care it fpreads,
%70 A ftately breed! and blackens far the meads.
Conftrain’d, the choiceft beeves I thence import,
To cram thefe cormorants that crowd his court: 4
Who in partition feek his realm to fhare;
Nor human right, nor wrath divine revere.
27¢ Since here refolv’d oppreflive thefe refide,
Contending doubts my anxious heart divide : .
Now, to fome foreign clime inclin’d to fly, 4
And with the royal herd protection buy:

%’ thon haft made us; thoy haff mio_compaffion upon mankind, th
caftcff us into evils and mifery 5 as I have learn’d by a private or o=
mefiic inflance, namely in the perfon of Ulyfles. - If my judgment N
were of any weight: I fhould recommend this interpretation r2-3-
ther than that of Esflathius, which feems to be a forced one. and

1 remember no inftance of this nature in Homer; buc the prefe-
fence is fubmitted to the Reader’s degifion,

Then,
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Then, happier thoughts return the nodding fcale,
280 Light mounts defpair, alternate hopes prevail :
In op'ning profpe&s of ideal joy,
My King returns; the proud Ufurpers dic.
To whom the Chief: In thy capacious mind
Since daring zeal with cool debate is join'd ;
285 Attend a deed already ripe in fate:
Atteft, oh Fove, the truth I now relate!
This {acred truth attelt each genial pow’r,
Who blefs the board, and guard this friendly bow'r!
Before thou quit the dome (nor long delay)
290 Thy wifh producid in a&, with pleas'd {urvey,
Thy wond’ring eyes fhall view : bis rightful reign
By arms avow'd Ulyffes fhall regain,
And to the fhades devote the Suitor-train,
O Fove fupreme, the raptur'd {fwain replies,
294 With deeds confummate foon the promis’d joys!
Thefe aged nerves with new-born vigor ftrung,
In that bleft caufe thow’d emulate the youn g
Affents Eumaus to the pray’r addreft;
3: And equal ardors. fire his loyal breaft.
iifgoo Mean-time the Suitors urge the Prince’s fate,

8¢ And deathful arts employ the dire debate :

B 4 When




304 Amphimomus, who thus prefaging cry’d. 3

32 HOMERs ODYSSEY. Book XX.

When in his airy: tour, the bird.of Fove -
Trufe'd with his finewy pounce a trembling dove ;
Sinifter to their hope! This omen ey’d

The Gods from force and fraud the Prince defend;
O Peers! the fanguinary {fcheme fufpend:
Your future thought let fable Fate employ ;
And give the prefent hour to genial joy.

From council firait thaffenting peerage ceas'd,
And in the dome prepar’d the genial feaft,

(V5]

Dif-rob’d,

V. 365, Amiphinomus, sbo thes prefaging eryd] Tt may. be
ask’d why Amphinomus gives this interpretation to the Prodigy 2 and
why might nor the Eagle denote the Suitors, and the Pigeon Te-
demackws? No doubt but fuch an interpreration would have been
Tpecious. but contrary to the rules of Augury. The Eagle is the
King of birds, and ‘muft therefore of neceflity denote the chief
perfonage, and conlequendy could only be apply’d to Uhffes; or
Telemachas, . Amphinomas thus interprets it; and the Suitors ac-
quiefce in his interpretation. >

Ve 31T, And in the dome prepar'd the¥genial feaf]  ‘The Ane
tients, fays Euflathins, obferve thar this is the only place where
the Suitors offer any Sacrifice throughour the whole Odyfey, and
that there is no inftance ar all, that they make any prayer to the
Gods.  But is it evident from this place, that this 1s a Sacrifice?
’tis true the facrificial term of isgeuoy s mention’d; but perhaps
that word may not denote a Sacrifice; for fzperz, the’ it primarily
fignifies the flelh of animals effer'd to the Gods, yet in a lefs pro-
Per acceptation implies the fleth of all animals indifferently. Th,us
Athensus, Tpogihy, ThY TGy vy fzpelary which m\t.:ﬁ be render'dy
she flefl of young animals,  Thus, Lib, 7. wonmloTspe Ta wetey
b7 izttt the flefh y’ animals that are A‘h."’r_f by night fn?mﬂ
and Galen ufes Cav, and fepsioy, for an animal indifcrimi-
The reafon is, becauf® originally no animal was ever ﬂ;?
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Dif:rob’d, their vefts apart in order lay,
Then all with fpeed fuccinét the viGkims flay:
With fheep and fhaggy goats the porkers bled,

31§ And the proud ficer was on the marble fpread.

With fire prepar’d they deal the morfels round,
Wine rofy-bright the brimming goblets crown’d,’
By fage Ewmaens born: the purple tide

Melanthins from an ample jar fupplyd:

320 High canifters of bread Philerins plac'd;

And eager all devour the rich repaft,
Difpos’d apart, Uly/fes fhares the treat!

A trivet-table, and ignobler feat;

but fome part of ic was offer’d o the Gods, and in this {enfe eve-
ry {ar was igpaov.  1f we confule the context in Homer, it muft
be allowed that there is no other word buc #p:vev that diftinguithes
this from a common repaft, thro’ the whole defcription; and if
thatword will bear a remote fignification, as ipsiov does, I fheuld
conclude, that thisis no Sacrifice. Nay, if it fhould be found chat
sgsuoy implies of neceflity a religious aé, yer it will not prove that
this is more than a cuftomary meal, fince che Antients ac all en-
terrainments made Libations to the Godsy What may. {eem "to
{trengthen this conjeéture is that the Poet immediately adds, that
the Greeks, "Ayeuo, {acrific’d in the grove of 4pulls; withour men-
tioning that the Suitors partook in the facrifice : nay they feem
to be feafting in'the palaces while the Greeks are offering in the
grove.

V. 323. A triver-able, and igmobler fear]]  This circumftance
is not inferted unneceflarily; the table is fuicable to the difgnife of
Ulyffes; and it mighe have created a jealoufy in the Suitors'if Tle-

.

rackns had us’d him with greater diftin&ion.

By The
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The Prince appoints; but to his Sire afligns
325 The tafteful inwards, and nectarcous wines.
Partake my gueft; he cry’d, without controul
The focial feaft, and drain the cheering bowl: 34C
Dread not the railer’s laugh, nor ruffian’s rage;
No vulgar roof proteéts thy honour’d age;
330 This dome a refuge to thy wrongs fhall be,
From my great Sire too foon devolv’d to me!
Your violence and ftorn, ye Suitors ceafe, 355
Left arms avenge the violated peace.
Aw’d by the Prince, fo haughty, brave, and young,

333 Rage gnaw’d che lip, amazement chain’d the tongue.

o

-
-

Se patient, Peers!

at length Antinons cries;
‘The threats of vain imperious youth defpife:
Woud Fove permit the meditated blow,

That fiream of eloquence fhou'd ceafe to flow.

Without reply vouchfaf'd, Antinons ceas’d:

Mean-while the pomp of feftival increas’d:
By Heralds rank’d, in marfhall’d order move
he city-tribes, to pleas’d Apollo’s grove:
Beneath the verdure of which awful fhade,
344 The Junar hetacomb they grateful laid;
Partook the {acred feal, and ritual honours paid,

Bat
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But the zich banquet in the dome prepar’d,
(An humble: fide-board fet) Ulyffes fhar’d.
Obfervant of the Prince’s high beheft,
350 His menial trai attedd the ftranger guefts
Whom Pallas with unpard’ning fury fir'd,
By lordly pride and keen reproach infpir'd.
A Samian Peer, more ftudious than the reft
Of vice, who teem’d with many 2 dead-born jeft;
33's' And urg’d, for title to a confort Queen,
Unnumber’d acres arable and green ;
(Crefippns nam’d) this Lord Ulyffes ey’d,
And thus burft out, impofthumate with pride.
The fentence I-propofe, ye ‘Peers, attend:
360 Since due regard muft wait the Prince’s friend,
Let each a token of efteem beftow :
This gift acquits the dear refpe&t I owe;
With which he nobly may difcharge his feat,
And pay the menials for the mafter’s treat.
165  He faid; and of the feer before him phac'd,
That finewy fragment at Ulyfes caft,
Where to the paftern-bone by aerves combin'd,
The well-horn’d foot indiffolubly join’d;
Which whizzing high, the wall unfeemly fign'd,

Y NS

it B 6 The
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340 The Chief indignant grins a ghaftly fmile;

Revenge and {corn within his bofom boil :

v. 370. gring a ghaffly fmile;] The Expreffion in

Greek s remarkable ;

? y
oz I Dupa

Yt
Sapdavioy (or Zapddvroy)

Some tells us thar there is an herb fréquent in the ifland of Sar-
dinia, which by tafting diftorts the mufcles, that a man feems 10
laugh while he is under a painful agony; and from bence the
Sardinian langh became a Proverb, to fignify 2 laugh which con:
ceald an inward pain.  Others refer the expreffion to an '.mtleniigo
cuffom of the Sardinians (a colony of the Lacedemonians) it is
pretended that upon a certain feftival every year, they not only
flew all their prifoners of war, but alfo all the old men that were
above feventy, and oblig’d thefe miferable wretches to laughwhile
they underwent the feverity of tormenr. ~ Either of thefe reafons
fully explains the meaning of the Sapdtuoe 3aws; and fhews it

to denote an exterior laugh, and an inward pain,. I am inclin'd

to ‘prefer the former interpretation, not only as it appears moft
patural, but becaufe Firgi/ feems to uaderftand ic in that fcnl’e,}Sj'
for he alludes to the above-mention’d quality of the Sardinian
Herbs, Eclogue 7. v. 41,

Tnmo ego Sardvis videor tibilamariorherbis

st Jg forni’d like’ himn who, charws
Sardinian herbage to contral? bisjaws.

"The Reader may obferve that Crzfiopns breaks:out into buffoons}0O
1y, and the Suitors frequently are guilty of it in other parts of
the Odyffey: Thefe levities have been proferib’d by the Critics 2500
Jow, and unworthy of Epic Poetry: but Hemer adapts himfelf to
his charaQers, he paints ridiculous men inridiculous colours; the'

I will ‘not fay bur fuch charaters are more proper for Comedy
than Epic Poetry, If ever they are pardonable, they are in Flomers
who puts thefe low pleafantries into the mouths of drunkards and
débauchees ; fuch pérfons being generally men of no worth or fe-
3ions deportment,

When
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When thus the Prince with pious rage inflam’d:
Had not th’inglorious wound thy malice aim’d
Fall'n guiltlefs of the mark, my certain {pear
1;75‘ Had made thee buy the brutal triumph dear :
Nor fhow’d thy Sire 2 'Queen his daughter boaft;.
The Suitor- now had vanifh’d in a ghoft:
No more, ye lewd Compeers, withjlawlefs pow’s
i Tovade my dome, my hesds and flocks devour :
;;80 For genuine worth, of age mature to know,
My grape fhall redden, and my harveft grow.
Or if each other’s wrongs ye ftill fupport,
With rapes and riot to profine my court ;

R s o S e

What fingle arm with numbers can contend ?
485 On me let all your lifted fwords defcend,
£ And with my life fuch vile difhonours end.

A long ceffation of difcourfe enfi’d,

By gentler Agelazs thus renew'd.

A juft reproof, ye Peers! your rage reftrain
;'[\93 From the protected gueft, and menial train:.
o And Prince! to ftop the fource of future ill,
Affent your {elf, and gain the royal will.
n  Whillt hope prevail’d to fee your Sire reftor’d,
¢ Of rightthe Queen refus’'d a fecond Liord :

But
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293 But who fo vain of faith, -{o blind to fate,
To think he @ill furvives to claim the ftate? 410
Now. prefs the fovereign Dame with warm delire
To wed, as wealth-or worth her choice infpire:
The Lord {elefted to the nuptial joys,

40 Far hence willdead she long-contended prize:
Whilft in paternal pomp, with plenty bleft, 1§
You reign, of this imperial dome pofleft.

Sage and {crene Telempachus replies ;
By him at whofe beheft the thunder flies!
4oy And by the name on earth 1 moft revere,
By great Uly/fes, and his woes I {fwear!
(Who never muft review his dear domain;

Inroll’d, perhaps, in Pluto’s dreary train.)

V. 403, Sage and ferene Telemachus replies; 8c.] It is ob-
fervable that Telemackiis {fwedrs by the [erromws of his father; an ex-
preifion, in my jun}gmi'ﬂ[, very, noble, and at the fame time; fuil
of a filial tendernefs, This was an antient cuftom amongft the
Orientals, as appears from an oath not unlike it in Genefis xx¥i.
53. And _]ucubfmme by the fear of his fatker Haac,

But how is this fpeech tobé underflood 2 for how can Telena-
¢hus perfuade his mother to marry, when he knows that Uhffes is
return’d 2. There 15 a_conceal’d and an apparent meaning in the
expreflion. Telemachus, obferves Enffathius, fwears that he will
not hinder his mother from' taking am husband, bur he means
Uly[fes. : the words therefore are ambiguous, and the ambiguity
eives the Suitors, who believe that by this oath Telemachres ob-
liges him{elf not.only net to hinder, but promaie the intended
Rnuptials,

Whene'er
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Lo

Whene'er her choice the royal Dame avows,
410 My bridal gifts fhall load the future fpoufe:
But from this dome my Parent-Queen to chaft /mees
From me, ye Gods! avert fuch dire difgrace.
But Pallas clouds with intellectual gloom
The Suitors fouls, infenfare of their doom !
t15" A mirthful phrenzy feiz’d the fated crow’d;
The roofs refound with caufelefs laughter loud:
Floating

nivthfal plvenzy fiz’d, &c.] Tt is in the Greeks
h other mens cheeks, There are many explications
of this paf Enflathins imagines it to denote a ‘feign’d and
pretended hter. . Erafmusexplains it, on lbenter ntgue ex animo
ridere, ji‘d.hz Yidere c;.‘.f.{f_" nan- Lais, fed alienis maxillis rideas. “But
if we confule the conduct of the Suitors, a contrary incerpretation
will feem to be neceffary: for this laughter of the Suitors appears
1o be very real, and from the heart. Humer calls it dofecor ex-
weffive inextingifl’d s and agains #dY giaxscay, or they laugh’d -

Vo4l A7
They largh'd v

5

B with joy, fwaviter rifernnt; which expreffions denote a real and un-
b feign'd laughcer.  But how will the words be broughe to bear this
i conftrudtion? “Very naturally: They lavgh’das if they had borrow’d
€ their ¢ as if their eks were not their own, and confe-
0 quently they werenor afraid to ufe them with litence and excefs:

(fuch perfons as the Suitors having no regard-for any thing thae
belongs to another.)

5

ﬁ Horace -makes ufe of the fame expreffion,

8 AL o T
¥ Com rapies in jusy walis videntem alienis,
i And likewile Fakrius

Errantefqne gene; atong.alieno gandia viltu,

3 This




40 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XX

Floating in gore, portentous to furvey!

In each difcolour’d vafe the viands lay ; L

),
The

Thisis the opinion of Dacfer:” But there are fome lines in th
Greck that make it doubtful; for immediately afrer the expreffio
of laughing with other mens cheeks, Homer adds, that their e
Jlow’d with tears, and forrew [eiz’d their Somis,  *Tis trues Homa 1
defcribes the Suitors under an alienation of mind, and a fuddad
diftraétion occalion’d by Minerva; and from hence we may g .
ther the reafon why they are toft by fo fudden a tranfition to con
trary paflions, from laughter to tears; this moment they laugh -
extravagantly; and the next they weep with equal excels: perfoy
an fuch a condition being liable to fuch viciflitudes.

V. 417. Floating in gore, portentons to furvey!

In each difeolonr’d vafe the viands lay.] ]
"This is to be look'd upon as a prodigy, the belief of which wa ]
eftablifhed in the old world, and confequently, whether true 6©
falfe, may be allow’d to have a place in Poetry. Sz Book XII
Annot, 32.

In the following fpeech of Theoclymenns there is a beautiful en: »
thufiafm of Poetry ; %ut how are we to underftand thar Theocly
wmenns {ees thefewonders, when thayare invifible to all theSuitorst:
Theoclymenns was 2 Prophet, and fpeaks of things future as pré
fent; it is the eye of the Prophet that fees thele events, and tht
inguage of prophecy that fpeaks of themas prefent. Thus whe
he fays he fees the palace red with blood, -and throng’d with ghofls;
he anticipates the event, which is verify’d in the approaching
death of the Suitors.

Enftathins is of opinion that by the Iaft words of this Ipeech t
Theoclymenns intends to exprefs an Eclipfe of the fun; this bein
the day of the new moon, when ecl]pEzs happen. Others under
ftand by it the death of the Suitors, as when we fay the {un is for
ever gone down upon the dead: Theocritus ufes that exprefli
Svierovrs wavre deduasiy iiney, Homer meansby it that the Suitons
fhall never more behold the light of the fun, i

r

Héiaree d%
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Then down each cheek the tears {fpontancous How;

10 And fudden fighs precede approaching wae.

be 14 vifion rap'd; the * Eypereffan Seer ";Tl'fv-‘-
s clyme=
Up-rofe, and thus divin’d the vengeance near. nnsy

Tﬁu O race to death devete! with Stygian fhade
e;-mﬂ Each deftin’d Peer impending Fates invade:

lias With tears your wan diftorted checks:are-drown’d ;
o

o With fasguine drops the walls are rubied round :
Ef; Thick {warms the fpacious hall with howling ghofts]

To people Orcus, and the burning coafts!

Nor gives the Sun his golden orb to rowl,
"50 But nniverfal night ufurps the pole!
9L Yet warnd in vain, with laughter loud elaté

f; The Peers reproach the fure Divine of Fate;
sl And thus Ewrymachus: The dotard’s mind
':rh: To ev’ry fenfe is loft, to reafon blind:

4

ing

w0 far Eaflathins, Tt may be added that the Reman Poets ufed

iz the fame expreffion in this laccer fignification, Thus Garalls,
)

e ] A} g .

br- Nobiss: qurim [emel eccidie brevis lus,

oty Now eff perpetna una dermienda.

n

Either of thefe expofitions makes the paflage intelligible,

(75 ]
ik
=
=
Ler
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435 Swift from the dome condu&t the {lave away ;

Let him in open air behold the day. E

Tax not, (the heav'n-illumin’d Seer rejoin’d)
Of rage, or folly, my prophetic mind,
No clouds of error dim th’ etherial rays,
440 Her equal pow’r each faithful fenfe obeys.
Unguided hence my trembling fteps T bend,
Far hence, before yon’ hov’ring deaths defcend ;
Left the ripe harveft of revenge begum,

I fhare the doom ye Suitors cannot fhun.

2Bl

V. 436. Let bim in open air behold the day.]. ~ The Suitors &
king the predi€tion of Theoclymenss literally, viz. I [ce you allis
wolv’d in darknefs, think him diftraéted,  not corcéiving his woi
to be a prophecy ; and therefore by way of derifion command his
to be carry’d into a place of publick refors; that he may convin
himfelf it is full day. Enffathins imagines, they intended tom
proach him with drunkennels, becaufe it makes all objets appti
indiftin& . and different from the reality : He quotes a pleafanta
preffion of wAnackarfis to this purpofe: A certain perfon telif
him atan entertsinment that he had married a very ugly womat
I think fo too, replies Anacharfis ; but fill me @ Bumpers that Iy
make ber a beanty.

V. 437, Tax yot (the beav’n-illumin’d 'Seer vejoin’ds) &c.] ks
fathins explains the anfwer of Theoclymenns 0 be borh pleafn
and ferious: < I have eyes, and therefore have no occalion fr
« 2 guide to lead me from the palace ;' I have ears; and therefd
< hear that my abfence is defir’'d; I have both my feer, and thert
¢ fore am able to go away without giving others the troubles
e« affift me; and I have an smderffanding well inform’d, by whid
e [ fee the evil that threatens the Suitors, and-hafte away to#
¢ yoid it

Th
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14§  This faid, to fage Pirens {ped the Seer,
His honour’d hoft, a welcome inmate there,
O’er the protracted feaft the Suitors fit,
And aim to wound the Prince with pointle(s wit:
Cries one, with {cornful leer and mimic voice,
\yo Thy charity we praife, but not thy choices
Why fuch profufion of indulgence fhown
To this poor, tim’rous, toil-detefting drone ?
That other feeds on planetary {chemes,
And pays his hoft with hideous noon-day dreams,
15 But, Prince! for once at leaft believe a friend,
t To {ome Sicilian mart thefe courtiers fend,
!o: Where, if they yield their freight acrofs the main

hiz 5
i Dear fell the {laves! demand no greater gain.

't
P Thus
-
it
ut V. 456. . To fome Sicilian mart thefe conriers fend.] It is evi-

M denr from this paflage that the name of §icfly is very antient,
and Enffathins makes the following remark upen it: Thac the
B¥  regfon why' the Poer never mentions this word in defcribing
g the wandrings of Ulyffes which happen chiefly near Sicily; is -to
1 make his Poetry more furprifing ~and: marvellous ;. and that the
it more to countenance thofe fabulous relations and miracles which
et he has told to the Pheadians, he chufes to {peak of it by names
ef  lefs known, and lefs familiar to his Readers. Dacicr obferves
bid  from Bocharts that this illand received the name of Sidly from
J84 the Phenicians, long before the birth of Homer, or the war of
Tyoy : Siclal in their language fignifies perfedfion; they calld ic
the Ifle of perfection, becatfe it held the chief rank amongft all the
ilands in the Medizérranean : <1t is the largeft and beftfifland in
<« all our. feas,” fays Strabo. - It has likewife been thought to
“* have raken its nanie from the Syriun language, namely from Segol
Ll or
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Thus jovial they ; but nought the Prince replies ;

46o Full on his Sire he rowl'd his ardent eyes ;

Impatient ftrait to fleth his virgin-fword,

From the wife Chief he waits the deathful word:

Nigh in her bright alcove, the penfive Queen

To fee the circle fat, of all unfeen.
46y Sated at length they rife, and bid prepare

An eve-repaft, with equal coft and care:

But

or Segul, a Raifis. For long before the vine was known in ok
Jric; Sicily was famous for ‘its Vineyards, and from thence the
Carthaginians imported their raifins and wines, -~ Homer celebrats
this ifland for its vines in the gth Odyfey.

Spontaneous wwines from weighty cluffers posr,
And Jove defcends in. each-prolific (how’r.

Tt is likewife probable from this paffage, that the Sicifians tradel
in {laves; for their lands were fercil, —and they merchandir’d for
them to manure the ground. I fhould rather think that they wen
remarkable for their barbarity to their {laves; the Suitors fpeak-
ing by way of terror to intimidate Theoclymenss; and the expref
fion feems to bear the fame import with that concerning Echetas,
we will fend him to Echews, ot the Sicilians, who will afe kin
ith the atmoff cruelty.

¥, 463. Nigh in her bright alcove, the penfive Queen,]
‘The word in the original 15 Jigpes, and Ggnifies a large {eat that
would hold two perfons, from die gipam
This circumftance (obferves Exffathins) is not inferted in vain:
the Poet deflcribes Penelope thus feateds thac fhe mighe fee aod
/ear the altiens and defigns of the Suitors, in order to form he
conduét according to the occafion ; Now for inftance, fhe perceihvc_:
chicit
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But vengeful Pallas with preventing {peed
A feaft proportion’d to their crimes decreed;

A feaft of death! the feafters doom’d to bleed!

their infolence rifen to fiich an height, that fhe dares make no
further delay, but immediately proclaims herfelf the prize of the
:EeﬂLAIChH: And this naturally connes the flory with the next
POOK,

T-H E
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