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to all mankind, is more particularly the characteriftic of
that mediocrity of parts, which diftinguithes more than one half
of the human fpecies. This inconftant difpofition is never more

i"']""\HE love of novelty, which, in fome degree, is common

confpicuous, than in what regards the article of amufement.  We
change our fentiments concerning it every moment, and the dif-
gance between our admiration and extreme contempt, is fo very
{mall, that the one is almoft a fure' prefage of the other. ' The
poets, whofe bufinefs it is to pleafe, if they want to preferve the
fame they have once acquired, muft very often forfeit ‘their own
judgraents to this variable temper of the bulk of their readers, and
accommodate their writings to this unfettled tafte.” A fame fo
fluGuating deferves not to be much valued.

PorTRrY; like virtue, ‘receives its' reward after death. ' The fame
which ‘men purfued in vain, ‘when living;  is often beftowed upon
them 'when they are mot fenfible of “it. /' This neglec of living
authors 'is not altogether to be attributed to that reluctance which
men fhew in praifing and rewarding genius. - It often happens, that

the
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the man who writes differs greatly from the fame man in common
life. His foibles, however, are obliterated by death, and his better
part, his writings, remain his character is formed from them, and
he that was no extraordinary man in his own time, becomes the

wonder of fucceeding ages.—From this fource proceeds our vene-

ration for the dead. Their virtues remain, but the vices, which
were once blended with their virtues, have died with themfelves.

TH1s confideration might induce a2 man, diffident of his abilities,
to afcribe his own compofitions to a perfon, whofe remote antiquity
and whofe fituation, when alive, might well anfiver for faults which
would be inexcufable in a writer of thisage., An ingenious gentle=
man made this obfervation, before he knew any,thing but 'the
name of the epic poem, which;is printed in the following cellection.
When he had read it,  his fentiments were changed., He found it
abounded too much: with; thofe ideas, that only; belong to. the mef
eatly ftate; of fociety, to be the work of a modern, poct. Of this, I
am perfuaded, the public. will be. as thoroughly convinced, as this
gentleman  was, when they: thall fee the poems 5 and.that fomg will
think; notwithftanding the difadvantages with: which the weorks aferib-
ed to Offian; :appear, it would be a very,uncommeon inftance: of felf~
denial in me to difown them, were they really of my compofition.

I wouirp not have dwelt o 'l{}ng upon this fubject, efpecially as

I have anfwered all reafonable objeions to the genuinenefs of the
poems in’the Differtation, were it not on.account of 'the prejudices
of the prefent age againft the ancient inhabitants of Britain,. who ate
thonght- to: have been incapable of the generous fentiments to be
met with-in the poems of Offian~—If we err 'in praifing too-mueh
the times of our forefathers, it is alfo as repugnant to good fenfe,
to
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to be altogether blind to the imperfections of our own. If our fa-
thers had not fo much wealth, they had certainly fewer vices than
the prefent age. Their tables, it 1s true, were not {o well provided,
neither were their beds fo foft as thofe of modern times; and this, in
the eyes of men who i}]ﬂCC their ultimate hni_'-pim:!‘:; in thofe conve-
niences of life, gives us a great advantage over them. I fhall not enter
farther into this fubje, but only obferve, that the general poverty of
a nation has not the fame influence, that the indigence of indivi-
duals, in an opulent country, has, upon the manners of the com-
munity. The idea of meannefs, which is now conneéted with a
narrow fortune, had its rife after commerce had thrown too much
property into the hands of a few ; for the poorer fort, imitating the
vices of the rich, were obliged to have recourfe to roguery and cir-
cumvention, in order to fupply their extravagance, fo that they
were, not without reafon, reckoned, in more than one fenfe, the

worit of the people.

IT is now two years fince the firft tranflations from the Galic
language were handed about among people of tafte in Scotland.
They became at laft fo much corrupted, through the carelefsnefs of
tranferibers, that, for my own fake, T was obliged to print the ge-
nuine copies. Some other pieces were added, to fwell the publica-
tion into a pamphlet, which was entitled, Fragments of Ancien
Poetry.—The Fragments, upon their firft appearance, were {o much
approved of, - that feveral people of rank, as well as tafte, prevailed
with me to make a journey into the Highlands and weftern ifles, in
order to recover what remained of the works of the old bards, efp
cially thofe of Offian, the {on of Fingal

o
-

, who was the beit, as well
9 S e cab fasi . : e s . Bk
as molt ancient, of thofe who are celebrated in tradition for their

poetical genius, I undertook “‘this journey, more from 3 defire

[ a J of
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of complying with the requeft of my friends, than from any hopes
I had of anfwering their expectations. I was not unfucefsful, con-
fidering how much the compofitions of ancient times have been
neglected, for fome time paft, in the north of Scotland. Seve-
ral gentlemen in the Highlands and ifles generoufly gave me all
he affiftance in their power; and it was by their means I was en-
abled to compleat the epic poem. How far it comes up to the
rules of the epopa, is the province of criticifin to examine. It
is only my bufinefs to lay it before the reader, as I have found it.
Asit is one of the chief beauties of compofition, to be well un-
derftood, I fhall here give the ftory of the poem, to prevent that
obfcurity which the introduction of characters utterly unknown
might occafion.

ArTHO, {upreme king of Ireland, dying at Temora the royal
palace of the Irifh kings, was fucceeded by Cormac, his fon, a minor.
Cuchullin, the fon of Semo, lord of the Iffe of Mif, one of the
Hebrides, being at that time in Ulfter, and very famous for his great
exploits, was, in aconvention of the petty kings and heads of tribes
affembled for that purpofe at Temora, unanimoufly chofen guardian
to the young king.—He had not managed the affairs of Cormac long,
when news was brought, that Swaran, the fon of Starno, king of
Lochlin, or Scandinavia, intended to invade Ireland. Cuchullin
immediately difpatched Munan, the fon of Stirmal, an Irith chief,
to Fingal, king of thofe Caledonians who inhabited the weftern coaft
of Scotland, to implore his aid. Fingal, as well from a principle
of generofity, as from his connection with the royal family of Ire-
land, refolved on an expedition into that country; but before his

Cuchullin in the mean

arrival, the enemy had landed in Ulfter.
time had gathered the flower of the Irith tribes to Tura, a caftle of
Ulfter,
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Ulfter, and difpatched f{couts along the. coall, to give the moft early

intelligence of the enemy. Such is the fituation of affairs, when

the poem opens.

CucuuLLIN, fitting alone beneath a tree, at the gate of Tura,*

for the other chiefs had gone on a hunting party to Cromla, a
neighbouring hill, is informed of Swaran’s landing by Moran, the
fon of Fithil, one of his fcouts. He convenes the chiefs ; a council

is held, and difputes run high about giving battle to the enemy.

Connal, the petty king of Togorma, and an intimate friend of

Cuchullin, was for retreating till Fingal fhould arrive ; but Calmar,
the fon of Matha, lord of Lara, a country in Connaught, was for
engaging the enemy inuncdii‘-.h:]y.—Cuchu]]in, of himfelf willing to
fight, went into the opinion of Calmar. Marching towards the
enemy, he miffed three of his braveft heroes, Fergus, Duchomar,
and Caithbat., Fergus arriving, tells Cuchullin of the death of the
two other chiefs ; which introduces the affecting epifode of Morna,
the daughter of Cormac—The army of Cuchullin is defcried at a
diftance by Swaran, who fent the fon of Arno to obferve the mo-
tions of the enemy, while he himfelf ranged his forces in order
of battle.

The {fon of Arno returning to Swaran, defcribes to
him Cuchullin’s chariot, and the terrible appearance of that hero.
The armies engage, but night coming on, leaves the victory unde-
cided. Cuchullin, according to the hofpitality of the times, fends
to Swaran a formal invitation to a feaft, by his bard Carril, the fon
of Kinfena.—Swaran refufes to come. Carril relates to Cuchullin
the ftory of Grudar and Brafiolis. A party, by Connal’s advice, is
fent to obferve the enemy; which clofes the afion of the
firft day.

[a2] THE
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Tue ghoft of Crugal, one of the Irith heroes who was killed in
battle, appearing to Connal, foretels the defeat of Cuchullin in the
next battle ; and earneftly advifes him to make peace with Swaran.
Connal communicates the vifion ; but Cuchullin is inflexible from a
principle of honour that he would not be the firft to {ue for peace,
and refolved to continue the war. Morning comes; Swaran pro-
poles difhonourable terms to Cuchullin, which are rejected. The
battle begins, and is obflinately fought for fome time, until, upon
the flight of Grumal, the whole Irith army gave way. Cuchullin
and Connal cover their retreat : Carril leads them to a neighbouring
hill, whither they are foon followed by Cuchullin himfelf, who
defcries the fleet of Fingal making towards the coaft; but, night
coming on, he loft fight of it again. Cuchullin, dejected after his de-
feat, attributes his ill {fuccefs to the death of Ferda his friend, whom
he had killed fome time before. Carril, to fhew that ill {fuccefs did
not always attend thofe who innocently killed their friends, intro-
duces the epifode of Comal and Galvina,

CucnuLLIN, pleafed with Carril’s ftory, infifts'with him for more
of his fongs. The bard relates the attions of Fingal in Lochlin, and
death of Agandecca the beautiful fifter of Swaran. He had fcarce
finithed when Calmar the fon of Matha, who had advifed the firft
battle, came wounded from the field, and told them of Swaran’s defign
to i'ui'prili; the remains of the Irith army. He himfelf propofes to
withftand 1];-,811‘; the whole force of the enemy, in a narrow pafs, till
the Irifh thould make good their retreat. Cuchullin, touched with the
gallant propofal of Calmar, refolves to accompany him, and orders
Carril to carry off the few that remained of the Irith. Morning
comes, Calmar dies of his wounds; and, the fhips of the Caledo-

3 ' ., M i £ 5 " - .
nians appearing, Swaran gives over the purfuit of the Irifh, and re-

turns
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turns to oppofe Fingal's landing. Cuchullin athamed, after his de-
feat, to appear before Fingal, retires to the cave of Tura. Fingal
engages the enemy, puts them to flight; but the coming on of
night makes the victory not decifive. The king, who had obferved
the gallant behaviour of his grandfon Ofcar, gives him advices con-
cerning his conduct in peace and war. He recommends to him to
place the example of his fathers before his eyes, as the beft model
for his condué ; which introduces the epifode concerning Fainasél-
lis, the daughter of the king of Craca, whom Fingal had taken un-
der his pmteé’cion, in his }'Outh. Fillan and Ofcar are difpatched

to obferve the motions of the enemy by night; Gaul the fon of

Morni defires the command of the army, in the next battle;
which Fingal promifes to give him. The fong of the bards clofes

the third day.

Tue action of the poem being fufpended by night, Offian takes that
opportunity to relate his own altions at the lake of Lego, and his
courtfhip of Evirallin, who was the mother of Ofcar, and had died
fome time before the expedition of Fingal into Ireland. Her ghoft
appears to him, and tells him that Ofcar, who had been fent, the
beginning of the night, to obferve the enemy, was engaged with
an advanced party, and almoft overpowered. Offian relieves his
fon; and an alafm is given to Fingal of the approach of Swaran.
The king rifes, calls his army together, and, “as he had promifed
the preceding night, devolves the command on Gaul the fon of
Morni, while he himfelf, after thm‘ging his fons to behave gallantly
and defend his people, retires to a hill, from whence he could have
a view of the battle. ‘The battle joins; the poet relates Ofcar's
greatactions. But when Oftar, in conjun&ion with his father, con-
qucrcd 1n one '\‘»‘ing, Gaul, who was attacked [*.:,; Swaran In Iu;r}i-:],

3 was
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was on the point of retreating in the other. Fingal fends Ullin his
bard to encourage him with a war fong, but potwithftanding Swaran
prevails ; -and Gaul and his army are obliged to give way. Fingal,
defcending from the hill, rallies them again : Swaran defifts from the
purfuit, pofleffes himfelf of a rifing ground, reftores the ranks, and
waits the approach of Fingal. The king, having encouraged his
men, gives the neceflary orders, and renews the battle. Cuchullin,
who, with his friend Connal, and Carril his bard, had retired to
the cave of Tura, hearing the noife, came to the brow of the hill,
which overlooked the field of battle, where he faw Fingal engaged
with the enemy. He, being hindered by Connal from joining Fin-
gal, who was himfelf upon the point of obtaining a complets vic=
tory, fends Carril to congratulate that hero on his {uccefs.

Ix the mean time Fingal and Swaran meet ; the combat is de-
{cribed : Swaran is overcome, bound and delivered over as a prifoner
to the care of Offian and Gaul the fon of Morni; Fingal, his younger
fons, and Ofcar, ftill purfue the enemy. The epifode of Orla a
chief of Lochlin, who was mortally wounded in the battle, is in-
troduced. Fingal, touched with the death of Orla, orders the
purfuit to be difcontinued ; and calling his fons together, he is in-
formed that Ryno, the youngeft of them, was killed. He laments
his death, hears the ftory of Lamdarg and Gelchofla, and returns
towards the place where he had left Swaran. Carril, who had been
fent by Cuchullin to congratulate Fingal on his victory, comes in the
mean time to Offian. The converfation of the two poets clofes the
aétion of the fourth day.

NiguT comes on. Fingal gives a feaft to his army, at which

Swaran is prefent. The king commands Ullin his bard to give the
Jong
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fong of peace; a cuftom always obferved at the end of a war. Ullin
relates the acions of Trenmor, great grandfather to Fingal, in Scan-
dinavia, and his marriage with Inibaca, the daughter of a king of
Lochlin who was anceftor to Swaran; which confideration, toge-
ther with his being brother to Agandecca, with whom Fingal was
in love in his youth, induced the king to releafe him, and permit
him to return, with the remains of his army, into Lochlin, upon
his promife of never returning to Ireland, in a hoftile manner. The
night is fpent in fettling Swaran’s departure, in fongs of bards, and
in a converfation in which the ftory of Grumal is introduced by
Fingal. Morning comes. Swaran departs ; Fingal goes on a hunt-
ing party, and finding Cuchullin in the cave of Tura, comforts him,
and fets fail, the next day, for Scotland ; which concludes the poem.

Tue ftory of this poem 1is fo little interlarded with fable, that
one cannot help thinking it the genuine hiftory of Fingal’s expedi-
tion, embellithed by poetry. In that cafe, the compofitions of Of-
fian are not lefs valuable for the light they throw on the ancient
ftate of Scotland and Ireland than they are for their poetical merit.
Succeeding generations founded on them all their traditions con-
cerning that period ; and they magnified or varied them, in propor-
tion as they were fwayed by credulity or defign. The bards of
Ireland, by afcribing to Offian compofitions which are evidently
their own, have occafioned a general belief, in that country, that
Fingal was of Irifh extracion, and not of the ancient Caledonians,
as is faid in the genuine poems of Offian. The inconfiftencies be-
tween thofe fpurious pieces prove the ignorance of their authors. In
one of them Offian is made to mention himfelf as baptifed by St.
Patrick, in another he {peaks of the famous crufade, which was not
begun in Europe for many centuries after.

THOUGH
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Tuoven this anachronifm quite deftroys the authority of the
bards with refpet to Fingal; yet their defire to make him their
countryman fhews how famous he was in Ireland as well as in the
north of Scotland.

Hap the Senachies of Ireland been as well acquainted with the
antiquities of their pation as they pretended, they might derive as
much honour from Fingal's being a Caledonian, as if he had been
an Irifhman; for both nations were almoft the fame people in the
days of that hero. The Celtz, who inhabited Britain and Ireland
before the invafion of the Romans, though they were divided into
numerous tribes, yet, as the fame language and cuftoms, and the me-
mory of their common origin remained among them, they confidered
themfelves as one nation. After South Britain became a province of
Rome, and its inhabitants begun to adopt the language and cuftoms
of their conquerors, the Celta beyond the pale of the empire, con-
fidered them as a diftin& people, and confequently treated them as
enemies. On the other hand, the ftricteft amity fubfifted between
the Irith and Scots Celtz for many ages, and the cuftoms and an-
cient language of both ftill remaining, leave no room to doubt that
they were of old one and the fame nation.

It was at firft intended to prefix to Offian’s poems a difcourfe con-
cerning the ancient inhabitants of Britain ; but as a gentleman, in
the north of Scotland, who has thoroughly examined the antiquities
of thisifland, and is perfeétly acquainted with all the branches of the
Celtic tongue, is juft now preparing for the prefs a work on that
{ubje&t, the curious are referred to it,
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