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DISSERTATION
CONCERNING THE

ORIGIN AND NATURE or DES POTISM

IN

E-IIN'E.)OSTAN.

I

U dent; its {pirit and genius from the inherent man-

The languor occafioned by the hot

& OVERN MENT derives its form from. acci-

fers of the people.
Jimate of India, inclines
eafe; and he thinks the evils of defpoti{m lefs fevere than
e labour of being free, Tranquillity is the chief object
His happinefs confifts in a mere ablence

muft degencrate into a folly,

the native to indolence and

of hisdefires.
of mifery; and oppreflion
Jdefeats its own ends before he call
Thele p}.ﬂcgnmtic fentiments the Indian

carries

which s it by the name

of injuftice.

The chimats
and foil of
India,
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carries into Lis future flate. He thinks it a mode of be-

I 4 . L= .7 Iy gL . F.--.":'— Rl ERT ALY x
g, 1n which pafiion is 10IT, and every ie;c;ult}-' of the
lou] lulpended, e

xcept the confcioufnefs of exiftence,

oy P 3
avourible to UL‘Ti'Lll mo

defpotifin,

tives of paflive obedience join iffue with the
love of eafe. The fun, which enervates his body, pro-
duces for him, in manner f}.wont':mmuﬂ}-':

fruits of the earth, He finds Tubfiftence without much
toil ; he requires little covering but the fhade. The
chill blaft of winter i unknown; the fe
marked by an arbitrary number of nights
Property bcii}g in fome meafure unnecef]
ittle value; and me

the various

alons are only
and days,
ary, becomes of

n fubmit, without refifta
lations of right, which may huyr
them. Their religious

Iz

nee, to vip-
t but cannot dc{}my
inftitutions incline

them to peace
The 1'ulgzu' live

with the :tuﬂ.vri[}-’ of
as well as with.the abitine

erfe themielves to the commiflion of

and {fubmiffion,
B Lt B
Phlofophers,

nee of devotees,
Ay

icnt.no injuries from others ;

_crimes, they re~

and . their low diet cools

their temper to 2 degree which paflion cannot in

flame.

The fertility of the foil, - which .in. other kingdomg
£+ & wanlhinres the
|

e P et - {.l | KTy, xr
great proiperity of the natives, w
tunc to the Indians,
their abftinence a

ds a

fource of misfor Notwithﬁanding
’ 1d ind olence, they were in fome degree
induflrious, and, in want of but few things themfelves,

&
| ]

their




ORIGIN of DESPOTISM i HINDOSTAN.
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their own arts, and the natural;productions: or thei
country, rendered them opulent, Wealth accumulated,

¥ . . 3 =1
in the progrefs of time, upon th{.'li' hands; and they

became obje@s of depredation to the fierce nations of
e i - - r

the northern Afia. The E:m];*-_s,' of incurfion, among a

I{J‘If_ub.x. and harmlefs race of men, 'encouraged con-

qm: koo Phe vidtors, inftead of "carrying the .{!JUL]. in

their native country, fat down where it had been N."Ji.:;..d,

$i

and :1dr1t'd the miniftration of the L-Jﬂf.}lﬁi‘td to the

other enjoyments of wealth,

Afia, the feat of the greateft empires, has been al-

ways the nurfe of the moft abject {laves. 'The moun-

tains 6f Perfia have not been able to ftop the proorels ot
the tide of defpotifin ; neither has it been frozen 1n its
courfe'through the plains of the nor thern Ta 5'1::-.?‘_,-', by

the chill ‘air of the North. But thotgh defpotifm go-

]

verns Afia, it appears in different countries under va-
rious forms. r"1-l Arabs of the defart alone pofiels

liberty, on account of ‘the fterility of their foil.  Inde-
pendent of revolution and change, they fee, with un-

[

concern, EmMpires falling and riﬁvg around. They re-

main uncongquered by arms, by Tuxury, by corruption ;
1
1

(I

3 YT

they alter not their - language, tl-.x,:-

1ETE: SEO Llla.,-.l.

o=

cuftoms and manners, they retain their drefs.  Their
whole property confifts of fAocks and herds, of their

You. Il1. a tents




RTATION. o the

2ty annually make a fmall and vo.
luntary prefent to the chief of their blood. They revolt

=L < | & SR, el |
againit oppreflion : ane

5 and theyare free by neceflity, which

“aey  miftake: for chojce vwhen men are nbhgcd to
] b LN r
wander for ﬂ.il:-;,-I[:;::::;'}

defpotifm knows not where to
End ite daves

k] i) el PR | <SR Ly 1 X ]
the Tartar,  thoy :

o

e Tartar, 'gh arwanderer like the Arab, wag
! 11 fyraie

never equallysfide) Ay

olent :Lr'iitm:r;wy always pre-
oft’ the former, €xcept in a few
thort perieds, | when the fortune ' of one eftablithed 2

et aeipotim . over the whole, T'here man 15
§

] Sy - 3 OO o SO el D] S e o S =L M BT B
sdincd agamit man, chief againit chief, and tribe acanit
t"'::"'" -..-, A 1e no ] REGR . inattir ] o ko Gl .y RS
B EB] S Ydl 15 1C U;]L_‘\._.J Sprestic gl proieti Hs IBUE the

; 0 ¢ £
conltant eecupation’ of ally| Men

rebmore ‘afraid | of
men 1n the folitudes of 'I';!;'-'.'.::'_", than: of heafts of prey.
Fhe traveller moves. with: grea circumr}acé’f_io!ﬂ., and
hears 4p cnemylin every blift of wind. When he fees
a tract in the fand, he crofles it and bégins to, dnaw his
iword, ' T} ough the barrennefs of the ¢
eated  the growth: or infrodu@ion of J:Ll;'{ii!'.'-'-j avarice
prevails; and hel that has the: leak fo bole; is .the: moft
.'_-;l'_';";.i'.ﬂ.-'..“. where life is GV

Loy g OO | Sy (AR I s
Wwanably rdqued for a tri-
o e

ne ipoily R

, POOEIY . acquires. thefmmore’ nourable
fal i | i F o ! g 4 i e 8
e of nquett ; and the g falin ‘s dignifie




ORIGIN ¢of DESPOTISM in HINDOSTAN.

In the mountains which !‘-'__;.'-'.1:':-}'\_' Perfia from India,
the nature and face of the country have formed a «
ferent {pu ies of fociety. ,~ Every 1';;&&'}-‘ contains a com-
munity fubject to a prince, whofe defpotifm is tempered,

. 1 * qiw .
by an idea eftablithed among his people, that he is the

chief of their blood, as well as their {fovereign. They
obey him without reluétance, as they derive credit to
r~ = IS BY. q . . B

their i';‘_!'_-lil}" ITom his fi'i‘:'.‘:ltill;;l:i. They attend him in his

o e

vars. with the attachment which children have for a

vars,

parent ; and his  government, though fevere, partakes
more of the rigid difcipline of a general, than of the
caprice of a defpot. Rude as the face of their country,
and fierce and wild as the ftorms which cover t
mountains, they love incurfion and depredation, and
delight in phmdcr and in battle. United firmly to their

9
9

fiiends in war, to their enemics faithles and cruel
They place juftice in force, and coneeal treachery L:;;d,:;
the name of addrefs. Such are the Afeans or Patans,

a"_'l

who conquered India and held it for ages.

The defpotifm which the Patans eftablifhed in their
ccnqutﬂs, paltook of the violence of their national cha

ra&er at home. Their government ‘was (m;f:'ci"!'?-;-,:

e |

: i :
through Iﬁl‘l-ﬂrs, and tyrannieal from pailion rather than
from avarice.  -Reinforced by fucceflive mi grations from
the mountains oi %ﬂ aniftan, hlL} u.Lu-Ld' their. native

a 2 (pirit

X1




A DISSERTATION on the

{piritin the: midft of the luxuries of India. When the
monarch became:voluptuous and degenerate, they fup-
plied his place-with iL:n%"- hardy chieftain from the nortly,
who.communicated his own v igour to the great machine
ofthe ftate., The empire was {upported by a fucceflion
of abilities, ;rathes than by an I}E‘I'CE“EET}" fucceflion of
princes ;,, and Jit was, the countrymen, and not the pofte-
rity. of the firft cenqucrers;, Who continued the domi-

L0 0fF the Fatans over India.

The conqueft of India by the family of Timur, pros

y B 1 lI
ceeded from the abilities of one man, and not from the

ctiort of a nation. Baber h nmielf was a i[l..l]'rr(J 1n the

country in, which he- reis gued, before he penetrated be-

vord. the Indus,. .. His troops. confifted of {olc ers of for-

Y e g e IR o hoe e oo
tune, Irom. various countri Laa AHS OIICCTS Were men

who owed their rank to merity not-ta fucceflion. The

‘. C na 1 vhich thaswr. in
religion of, . Mahommed, which thev. in common pro-

1

i[_{ '-...d,, n;[‘l':- El.«r-.,-ll. Gl.-"..[].;'\.; nee ‘u'l.} QI1E 1C40¢ o I Were |_j:_',_; :\'_]_"_-;l'f-'

ties, which united the conquerors upon theirarrival : and
5 iy i i e - e 3 N L f v ] i
they were, ioon diflz 'L‘.LL' 1y e exteniive dominions

----- I'he chara&er of the prince
went down on 1_?:c current of eovernme

OoVernme;

[
—
LY
)
-
-

i ] - - ._-1 ~
mild difpofition of his fucceflnrs ntributed to confGrm

WWMmane dL:JIL tifm which he had int; roduced into his

A continuec




ORIGIN of DESPOTISM in HINDOSTAN,

A continued influx of ftrangers fromyithe northern
Afia, became neceflary for the (upport/of" princes s who
prof efled a different faith with their fubjedts; ‘in thewaft
empire of India. The army was recruited: with {oldier:
from different! nations'; - ‘the ‘court “was occupied by
nobles from various kingdoms. T hellatter were fol-
lowers of the Mahsmmedanoreligion:Insthe regula-
and 1 }:,.11. of the Coran} they loft' their’ primary

trons

and chara@eriftical ideas upon’goveérnment; and ‘the
1 - z N i e T s
T ~.(;=L- 1% {-![-,;111 was i:}l'm-cl.l and i.'.-L.'LkLhLL]-. t.‘l;- the ]:1‘111L£;1

WY L
' P

‘ . 1% 1 r:1 1 5 . =
nrinciples’ which Mahommed 1'-1'{::'.1:.1:3:1{5:(:1 i the de-

i : H e
larts of Arapld.

J | B

The faith of Mahommed is ‘peculiarly’calculated” for

:]C“f["i.'?lllii'!?; and-1t' 15/ one- ontne ol l.;'.l.\l'\_,'I.L ﬁﬂl]:ﬁ.\' 1.‘.-11!(;;1
1 s
muit-Axfor ever the duration of that 1pecies ol' govern-

1 1 N . 1 =Y i 'I a. -

ment in ‘the Balt nrnifhes a nrum of

this pofition” in’ his. own condudt:''' He' derved 'hisdfac-
4

cels from L}h.: iword, moere naniToil 1115 Ll-,‘f_l;UL'[}L‘: and

I i Ao orr bl 2w Ty S TR Yk ek
addrefs) ' The tyranny which he €l abhifhed ‘was of the

E <

moft ‘exteénfive kind.. He enilaved the nima as well 4s

the 'Hody. ' THe abrupt argument ‘of the"fiword ' brought

4 . I e i 0 G 0 B o SRR [ 1RGP Y Rt
conviction, Wicn ‘E_Z-L]'i'.!.]-..a_,i.i aliCl delution m!lu!. IHe et-

i’ i H g ali) 8

fe@ed a revolution and change 'the human mind,

oy

- Lo Lilid, & 3 B B L B LA et G W E 86 F 0 ) SR SRR S ERR L LY
well as in ‘ftates and ‘empires; and the ambitious will

to fupport a fyftem which lays its foundation

continue

X4




L e unlimited' power which Mahommedanifim pives
¥ E 7+
to every mat in

ot ‘s :
M 1S own family, habituates mankind to
Havery.“Every'child 14 ¢ wight, from his inf: incy, to look

vpon nis FACICE a5 the L;I,--.uuul.u., tJ.-_;POlLi {i. li!a. aidl death
The number

2s and concubines which the more

wealthy and powerful entertain, is a caufe of animofie:
r J )

: |
and quirrel, which nothing but a'fevere and unac cour

able poiverin' the mafter of a tfamily can reprefs, i'h',

v e E i et 3
I 1] 11 » 1N miniature, the counter-
i 3 T SAls ST o I R X
Pare o 'what f'!-\, Ls 111 The 1tate s 4Nd 1t nhas t e 1lame

the dominion
tmL mﬁf" wmh nt of

2 2 1 " -
J 1: } I.: CJT bf r-{ |a.".||E-I ti.:(\ 1'.‘:‘.1]‘11 [«.-JII tI1JL;-

l.:]." {\{ 111 1 S

LA,

The wome ¥ pine in-fecrét] "Bt they muft clotha
heir :'"..:.Lu es w:in cheerfulnels when their lord an

E". p;‘:'ll'é'+
':_;'l.' LUI""H_"}' J..'j PL"'J-Q‘L!LLH”" of iH'EIT]LL.;. L P[]I]Irl‘1 et

ed, chaftifed, and evep {ome-
times put to'de ording 'to the degree of thejr

JI.L

crime or obftina Y, morthe wrath of “the offended hut
band, No enquiry is made concerning thieir fate, Their
friends’ may murmur;  but the laws provide no redrefs ;

for no appeals'to p*m]chun ilue forth from the ha-

Youne
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Youne men, with their minds moulded to {ubjection,
ng m 4

become themfelves mafters of families in the courfe of

time. Their pm'.-'cz- being co nfined within their own
walls, they exercile in private, t]:;'L-'. L‘;;-fimtii]n which they
in public ucal. But though they are freed from, do-
meftic tyranny, they ftill continue flaves.... Governors,

o

magi {trates, and iaferior ofhice :s, invelted with  the

r 2] . i 3 1 R s 1.
power of thc principal Gu ='x-' ¥\ ole - Wikl 15 law to the
Rt = 1] i L

ot aean i thore anthority wikln rigour The 1deq
'-':'I'a'l'i"-'l-k-] CXETCLIL LGl ._-.:..__-.._-._-.._'. WY LLLL J“'.:u"""'"" £ Ll Ahiooh
Of pallivc ODCUICICE la ol LLSLL LULIL e b8l A e VI Ol HC
3 J
& e [ o) Sy (L S P & tea B S | T R T L KA
1tate. I he maciine ConRccitd 1Ngdil, I3 Jl-i.] n.'.:) DY . ariy-
- - T 1 e S Ry s At et
trary fway, is moved by the active it .of the prince;

o | '.,,--.., s - e T PE s T =T = ,.'.. - o e . = s
:‘Lﬁd thc lenity or oppreiuyancis; ol ;_'_|f..l.=_'1ll'.'l‘:CclL, in Eill 1S
de partments {1;}}:_51{!; upen the natural difpofition of his

mind.

- "t o~

The law of compeniation

L

the Coran, is attended with [,.:-_z.'._:a.-.:..; citects. valit . de~

[l 1 e il 1 ' = Sh : ;
prefies the Ipirit of the poor; and:enconrage

the unmanly [};Li;u_un Qf FeVENTe, The: price. of blead in

India is not the third part of the value ot a horte. The
3 - S e = 1 iy T i i ,...l TRt SIRLIEN 3 ey 2L L3R
innate Eui:lCl!‘.' CSorjuiaice and tDuImanicy. arc WEalkened,

by thefe mcans;, feeynity 1s taken Irom iociety,.as rage

L [TOney A

A
Fs

may shﬂmn‘]‘ !j:...' the better of the love

L 1R D B8 s P sy P o = ki
11“ JLL-'I.. :.J‘ IManiine f.';ll.'_l':..i.'-_-, 1Caves ampie room ]L B
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Bathing,

A'DISSERT ATION the
cruelty of 2 prince. " Accultomed to {it in judgment on
1nals, e ' becombes habituated tg death. He miftakes
patfion for juftiée. " Eis nod is condemnation; men are
Y P

dragged to ¢ ition, with an abruptnefs

which prevents
The incident hag no confequence, but to imprefs
and the {pedators

a ‘circumf{la

tance, which its

the'' ogilty or fufpeed ;
T |

J.i'L"'L.{ll'_"[]".'.}" 11:]?-‘
made them to exped

The frequent bathing inculcated by the Coran, has,
by dcft-jlii'ni'in:r; the bedy, a great effeét on the mind.
Habit makes

[-i{:".{'!‘.

haften by
Bl

the warm bath a luxury of 2 bewir hiner

d B PEEALE e i e d i i ]
_J,- CWomen 1DENAd W nol

' L P e | L 1 T1
1tthe dpproach of aoe, e

¢ olence of the
..... 1 to follow every mode of pla-
cid pleafure, recommends to

t+ e e e, LI IR
LI'I{'.T]'! 4 practice which Ma-
1 IO |

nommed ‘i3

as‘made a tenet.of religion:
of wine is alsfavenurable to dc!}ac;tiﬂn,
free“communication of {e

The prohibition
It prevents that

=

ntiment’ which awakens man-
kind from a torpid indifference to their natural rights,
They become cold, timid, cautious, referved and inte-
ns, and that cheer-
r menin fome mea-

he Eaft, there are no pub-

N 1 w1 R ke pc
refted 5 ftrangers to thofe warm paflio
ful elevation of mind, which Fende

fure honeéft ‘and fincere, In

lic'places of meeting, no communications of lentiments,
¥ 1.7
end(hi

Ip. A fullennefs,

a love

o AR e P VPTEra e doat
no :l,ati-.}':.llL-laOI'l LD}J“‘n[-_ar.f 1rl ZlJ'lL!




ORIGIN ¢ DESPOTISM m HINDOSTAN.

a love of retirement prevail, which difunite mankind;
and as all aflociations among men arc pl‘ﬁ-’a‘.;ﬂtud, the
hands of government are firengthened by the very virtue

Ol EL.’lI]L‘.ul'L‘:!H_'C.

The do&rine of a rigid fate,  or abfolute ‘predeltina-
tion, which forms eneof the principal tencts of the Ma-
hommedan religion, has a great influence on the charac-
ter and manners of men. When this opinion is adopt-
ed as an article of faith, the neceflity of precaution is in-
culcated in vain. . The fatalift begins an action becaufe
human nature is incapable of abfolute idlenels; but
when a love of repofe invites him, when an obflacle
arifes before him to thwart his deligns, he hias no motive
for perfeverance. He waits for another day, perhaps
for another month : he at laft trufts the whole to Provi-
dence, and makes God the agent.n his very crimes.
Mifcarriage can be no difgrace where fuccefs depends
not on abilities; and the general who lofes a, battle
through his own pufillanimity, lays the blame upon

Providence.

The extenfive polygamy Pemﬁttcd by the law of Ma-
hommed, has a fatal effeé  on the minds of his follow-
ers 3 but it has its advantages as well as its defects, The
peculiar nature of the climate fubjects women to dil-

Vor. 111, b cafes,

Predeftina-
tion.

Polygamy,
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A-DISSERTATION o the

P - st ey o e e o AL Y E
C‘ﬁlr_‘S} fllJLI I.‘!”Iiu.'.; LI1EIM I'-..Il.'r‘-'njt'.-.; n & ICW Years to goc;

One man retains his vigour beyond: the common {iic-

ceflion of  three women throuch their prime ; and the

law for a nulhiiﬂicit}' of wives is neceflary for the fup
port of the human sace, _ But the cuftom ' na-
ternal affedtion ; for as a_hufband cannot equally divj
his regard among many wornen, the children of
vourite will be preferred. | Even thefe will not be much
beloved. . The -lofs of ja child is no misfortune; and

+1 - - 2 S b el ".,_{.‘", 2] e L PR T o P
the care of preferving: it 1s leflened, by the oppartunity

3

which the number of his women turnithes to the father
for begetting more. The child himflf is no ftranger
to,this indifference 5 and he fails in proportion in- his
duty. . Belides, the jealoufy between mothers in the
haram grows .into. hatred among their fons. The af-

L gy e 1 ‘- r - f ERLA | d.

tection between brothers is annihilated at home ; an
1 e A peei i e AL 1 rir e

when they iffue forth into.the worldy they carry theip

apumofitics into all the varions tranfactions of life.

4

‘Thefe religious tenets, which are o favourable 'to
defpotifm, are accompanied with fingular opinions. and
cuftoms, which are abfolute enemies to freedom: and in-
dependence, | The concealment of their women is {a-
cred among: the Mahommedans, Brothers cannot vifie
them in private ﬂ]':mgcrs muft never fee them. This
excelliye sealoufy 1s derived {

4]

rom -various. caufes. = It

proceeds




ORIGIN of DESPOTISM @ HINDOSTAN.

proceeds from religion, whidh inculcates female fmo-
defty ;" it drites partly ‘from thepolicy of governinent’;
it is derived from' the nature of the climate, where con-
tinence is a more arduous virtue than in the bleak re-
gions: of the north. Honour con 1f¥s"in that which
men are moft folicitous 'to ‘fecure,” The chaftity of his
wives'is'a point,  without which the" Afiatic mult not

£] "

live." The defpot encourages the opinion ; as the pol-

{eflion' of the women of his moft powerful fubjects is a
fufficient pledge for their faith, when abfent in expedi-

tion and war.

When the govetnor of a province falls under the fuf
picion’ of difaffe@ion for his prince, the frit ftep taken
againft him, isan order iffued for fending his women to
cotitt. * Bven one of his wives, and fhe too not the beft
beloved, will bind him to his allegiance. His obedi-
ence to this mandate is the true teft of his defigns.” If
he inftantly obeys, all {lpicions vanifh ; if he hefitates
a ‘moment, he is declared a rebel. His affe&ion for
the 'woman is not the pledge of his fidelity ;' but his
honour 15, "1 hier perfon; 1n the cuftody of his fove-
reign. Women are {o facred in India, that even the
common foldiery leave them tnmolefted in the midft of
flaughter and deyaft-tion. The haram is a fan&ua-
ry againft all the licentioufnefls of victory ; and ruf-

b 2 fians,




Refefiions

A'DTSSERTATTON o the

fans|‘coveredowith ' the blood of a:hufband, '(hrink b;lc:,!'-:

with ‘confufioh. fréi’the feeret apartments of his wives.

| S

In the" filence 'which . attends defpotifm, every thing
1§ dark ‘and {olenin/"“ Jultice itfelf is'bxecuted with pri-
vacy 5 and{fonietimes”a {olitary gun''fired at midnight

from ‘the ‘paldee’ of the LILJ.]_JL.L, proclaims: the work of

o NFo oy ] T LT fa PR = g e
li’l'fi".i!l. Men '1ndal ioe themielves gaatala L.]\.r veil k_,-f 1c-

crecy s ‘and! réjoiee g their' géod fortune, ‘when their
pleafures/ can cftapelthe eye! of their princel; ' Volup-
tuouifnefs’ is,;""therefore; ‘preferred to luxury.' ' 'The'en-
joyment ‘of the' cor npany’ of women 'is the ‘chief object
of life "Tamong the great’; ‘and when they retire into the
fanftuary of  the haram, they mrgct, 10.a variety 'of
charms, their precarious fituation in the ffate. The
neceflary privacy enhances the mdulgence ; and the ex-
treme’ fenfibility, perhaps, ‘pectliat €6 the  natives of a
hot climatey *earries pleafire 'to an ekcé which ‘uninans

the mind. '~ Men are pofiefled ‘of fomething which they

are afraid to'lofe ;' and delpotifm; which is founded on
the principles of fear and indolence; - derives frability

and: | per manerncy “from- 'the defe@s and vices ' of its
{laves,

The fecdsof defpotifm; which the natare of the cli-
mate and fertility/of - the foil had fowa in India; 'were,

5 as
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as  has . been obferved,, reared to petfedt growth by. the
Mahommedan; faith. . When; a people: have been long
fubjected to arbitrary power, their return to liberty is
arduous and almoft impoflible,. Slavery, by the firength
of cuftom, is blended with human pature ; and that
undefined fomething,. ealled Public, Virtue, exills no
more,. . The fubje® never thinks of reformation ;  and
the prince, who jonly has it m his; power;,.:will intro-
duce no | innovations | to - abridge ;his; own;, authority,

Were even  the defpot poffefled /of: the: enthufialm  of

public fpirit,. the people would revole.againft the intro-

duction; of freedom; and revert to that form of govern=
ment, which takes the trouble of regulation from their

L =]
nanas.

‘The fimplicity of defpotilm; recommengds it to an in~
dolent and ignorant race of men. “Its,ohyvious impar-
tiality, its prompt juftice, jits immediate feverity agaipft
erimes,;. dazzle the eyes of thefuperficialy: and raife-in
theirminds 2, veneration little fhort of. idolatry for their
prince., When he is active and determined in his mea-
{ures;,. the great;machine. moves with a velocity - which
throws vigour intosthe very extremities of - the empire,
His violence, and even his caprices, are virtues, where
the waters muft be always agitated to- preferve their
| irrefolution can be his

frefhnefs ;3 and indolence anc
: only

on the nature
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to terrible'in’ its mature, :as mew born in free’ countries are

aptitoimagine. hough nocivil regulation 'can bind
the!ptince, thete is ‘one great law, the ideas of mankind
with regard o right and wrong, by which he is bound.
When lie'becomes an' affaffin, he teaches others toufe
the dagoeriagainft himfelf; and wanton a@s of injuftice,
often repeated, deflroyobys degreessthatopinion’ which is
the fole foundation of hispower. | In:the indifference of
his fubje&ts for his perfonrand government, ' he bdcomes
liable to' the confpiraciésof courticrs; and the ambitious
fchemes “of his relations.> He may: have many; flaves,
but he can have no friends. | Fis perfon s expofed to
injuryd A certainty of Impunity may arml gven cowards
againft hims and:thusy) by hiscexceflive ardour, for

power, he with his authority lofes his life,

Delpotifm
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i S P

D;:fpf:&iﬁ'-.] appears in its. moft engaging form, under
the Imperial houfe of Timur. ., The uncommon abilities

of moft of the princes, with the mild .and humane cha-

- " T ' : L . i
racter of all, ‘rendered Hindoftan | the moft Hourifhing

empire in the world during two complete  centuries,
The manly and gencrous, temper of:Baber pc:'mittcd not

cppreflion to atte: nd the 'vidories: of | his-fword:  He
came with an intention to govern the nations whom he

{ubdued ; and felfilh motives ':~E=.n-d iffue with humani-

ty in' mot only fparings butoprote ting: the vanquifhed.
His invafion was no: abrupt incurfien:for plunder;: and
he thought the ufual income: of the lcrown a fufficient
reward: for his toil. | Flis,nobles were gratified withthe
emolunients of government 3 and,  from difpdfition, /'an

enemy to ufelels pomp and G‘l‘.’tﬂt?.itli]l‘ he chiofe that his

treafurydhould be gras du L.!'._;. filled 1with the lnmlua of the

revenue,’ than:with: the propéerty 'of lmhmdual;-;} whom

the fortune oftwar had placed beneath his jpower! Aswed
by his high'charaéter, the | companiens ofi hisvictories
carried-hisemildnefs: and firict equity through all: the de-
partnients of igovernment. The. tyrauny of the family

'l

of Lodi wasforgattervs andithe a

ts;iwhichohad been fup-
preffed by a rolent defpotiimybegin o tear-their heads,

under ' the’ temperate.dominion of Bibet,

Xxiil

Mild under
Baber,



Humaioon.

Akbar,
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cured property. by his edidts: and. an enemy to.rapacity
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him{elf, he puniihed the oppreflive avarice of his depu-
RN R il £ The tronbles whieh diflvioto 1o
tigs in tae provinces.  The troubles which difturbed his

reign were the effe@ of the ambition of others; and his
cxpulfion from the throne was 1cls a misfortune to him
than to his {ubjeéts.. When he returned with -viGtory,
he left the mean pailion of revenge behind, He punifh-
ed not his people for -his own difafters; 1
t, in the prolpect -of doing future good,
The nations-of India felt,

1€ feemed to
i_urgtt the pa
by the benefit received from
his prefence, how much they had loft by I

s ablence.,
Tlmugh worn out under

a fucceflion of tyrants, during
his exile, Hindoftan began ‘to revive when he re-mount.
ed the throne. His {udden and unexpected death por-
tended a ftorm, ‘which was diﬂipﬁtrzd by the [plendid

abilities and virtues of his {on,

Akbar was pofiefled of Baber’s intrepidity in war, of
Humaioon’s mildnefs in peace. _ Bold, manly, and en-
terprizing, he was an enemy to oppreflion; and he hated
cruelty, as he was a ftranger to fear, In the more {plen-

did bufinefs of the f1eld, he forgot not the arts of peace.

He
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He eftablithed, by ediét, theright of the {ubjet to tranf-
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fer his property without the conlent of the crown, and
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by orderine a regifter of the fixed rents of the lands to

be kept in the courts of juftice in every diftri&, he took

from his officers the power of o1 -L“"r Ing the ]]cnu

Severe in his juftice, he never forgave extortion. - He
promoted juft com p‘.aini‘s acainft the fervants of the crown,
by various proclamations. He encouraged trade, by an

exemption of duties through the interior provinces; and

by the invariable protetion given to merchants. of all

-.'ﬂ ety R AR % Bl 1
nations. He reparded neither ther “T 10Us 01.1.“11:. nor

men : all who c-n-:.:rnd his dominions
! uf.‘j:‘:ﬂ.-, and t]*-.c;»; had a right to his juftice,
}':- c le“_{ all {Tﬁ '.'llr"-:’ nwWwas a ' E".’u.’f.’!l"-'!.‘." )= ';.':T‘,'C'J 1""' An-

LS R W g e
v

rungzcbe, that not be increafed upon

thofe . whadmproved their lands, which wife regulation
encouraged indultry, and became a'fouree of wealth to
the ftate

Jebangire, though unfit for the field, trod in his fa-
her’s ;wLu in regulating the civil affairs of the fate.
ed with a high fenfe ‘of the abilities of Akbar,
¢ continued all his'edidts in force; and he was the in-

variable j'Jl'D‘_l.'_'ﬂ('Jl' of the people againit the rapacity and

1'1}?]*;“"_,“‘:[.' fjﬁ' EII‘\ oOWwWn {}ﬂ'}ﬂ[‘]'?. El'l ill\ .Nhl]il]lﬂ:l‘lllﬂll Of."

jultice, he was fcrupulous, fevere, and exact; and if he
Vou. 1L, C at
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the emperor; and the
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maftice, di ined mjuries between' tan‘and man,

1ent, add-

ed ‘the mofesk
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¢ feveral courts, in the pre “Ih' of the Coran,:and

in tIﬂ regulations eftablifhed by, ediéts; {hould attend at

the public expence, and give their opinion to the poor
I ] 5 I

in matters of litigation, He eftablifhed &z mode of ap-
Pf;ﬂ l)C‘-’Dn[r certain {un 153 and he: di -‘h].(.‘..'.l _}th'f for
an error in judgment, and punifhed ghem feverely for
corruption and partialit?. His aétivity, kept the great

machine of government in motion throu Du all its mem-

bers: his penetrating eye {'o;;owﬂﬂ oppreflion to its moft
P 12 £) Pk
{ecret retreats, and: his ftern juftice eftablithed tranguil-
lity, and fecured  preperty over all his extenfive domi-
- PropLeLy

10nS.

When Baber, at thethead of his army; teok pofiefiion
1
r-E t_l. c LaL-Jﬁlll[]L-(\'1ll '[-_-J. Ll;';.- Ill} "-..,.. _uI iL;l;l.;) Gi JJ{JL Ij i1 C\Jrl"
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"Thele beineanpually rented out to the {ubjed, furnifh-

=,

ed_ thole  immenle revenues .which fupported, the une-

qualled {plendor of his fucceflors;in the throne. i The
propertyof individuals confifted, at firft, of moveables

and.money onlyscand the officers of the crown jcould
thele. by, willy,; without the written
ince, |- Lime, however, wrought a
[ he pofterity of|Baber alicnated, for

; eltates from. the crown in pc;ixtuii-}-;

£ u; i Jil(.gu., 0Ll 1}}-' E;LH OI ’,1_ f[']; pro-
(‘ 2 ;

|

State of land-
ed




ADISSERTATION en ‘the

orietor’died inteftate; by an equal divifien 'to his chil-
3 o |
dren, according ' to'the law of the ‘Coran. '"This kind of
-] =

property was allo transferable by fale; and it has been

: - , ; ]
red, that one third part of the empire was given

AL
# o

away by this fpecies of orants from the crown.

‘Thele grants, however, were not always a fufficient
fecurity' againft the violence of thelcfown)  Come of the
emperors found ' themfclves obliged' to  refume many
cftates by an edi&; and it muft be confefled, that poli-
tical neceffity juftified 'the meafure:  Princes who con-
tended" for ‘the’ empire were lavith in' their donations;
and; ' had not an' a& of refumption’ fometimes taken
place, ' the revenue of the crown would, "in procefs “of
time, have 'been annihilated. There was, “however, ‘a
kind of equivalent given: to'the proprietors; " a penfion
was fettledttipon themfelves, and' their childe
ceived into the fervice of the government. |'T

t the officers of the ‘crown is, after their | deat] onfi
dered as Tmperial property’; ‘but unlefsiit s immenfe]; ic
is never appropriated "by ' the princes andieverd in that

cale a proper provifion s made for the children and

I -.:J'..-.:,
161 Bavrol et 0SSN T e G Gl T T :
tl.-ar_' nave, ' by an eltatlilned cuitom, ‘a right to be em-

[

ployed in fome of the departmentsof the flate. The

women- of the deceafed receive annual' penfions qccord-

ing
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The Mogul {yflem of government admits of no here-

(,-[t;'.r}-' honours.” Every man’ muit owe! his prelerment
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and rank to 1:1:}':&“, and to the tavour ol his prince.

# . & g ]
High birth; however, was refpe&ted ; and, ‘to a perfon
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of letters, and eminent merchants, have, been frequently

dignified with ' titles, and admitted into the circie; of the

L ol L1
i

principal nobles in the Imperial prefence..  The nobies

confifted of three ordersi -~ The Emirsy wio were. the

firft-officers.of ftate,iand the viceroys of provinces; the
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¥ r 1 &
Lhe BOVELROr | Of nthe E"JI'GTLEICL‘. I
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In difputes CU:IL‘ME'IEij]g
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which the viceroy prefided in perion, Livery provingce

was, i minature; a copy-of the empire. . Three PrIACi~
o o . 1
pal judges;, with ki igh; titles of dig gnityy . fat; , -with many

afleflors, in the capital.. . Theyj net only ; decided upen
appealsy ; but fuits. might originate before them. . The
emperor himfelf, inthe prefence of his: nobles 5, prefided
almoft. every day.in, this couety . avhich generally, fat for

two hours in the hall of publicjuftice.

TE71 T

When the matter,appeated {.l‘_.u, the prince, without

5 Pt b F = 1
much 1;;-1:1;.1L10rt, TL‘r;'onm weed. J.L. gment; , wiaen, it was

exanmined, :L:ul the opinionof.
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appear intri u,m:_, it was referred to the _’1!1 t of the
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court in - own common hally but the fubie& might

il

appeal from Ju r decifion to -i'hu cmperor and his afleflors

in the chamber of audicnce, T [hefe courts, | both when
the monarch was prefent and when he was ablent, were
left open to the people. No Judgm Was( eyer, pro-
7 nounced
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ed with that'part of the empire, 'were' admitted into “the

cabinet. | The 'offences ‘of “the! firft'irank!/of' nobility
came ‘ander the cogizance 'of " this' courétl, Tas well as
other matters of ftate."' ' They were a kind of jury,“who

tound the matters of fa&, and the {overeion pronounced
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2 ahommedan tenets of religion, led to
force’; “and |1 to recognize no obedience but that
which proceeded from fear: This circumftance obliged
the ‘defpot to inveft his deputies in the provinees with a
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L e Imperial deputies Gegan to lofe their
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though they profefied obedience, to.the in‘zpr.n:;l edids,
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A certain }_'JLLLHJ‘ 01 LJ.H ICVENUE Was I itied (o court 3

and the deputy, in a venal court, found JJx_d'L]_ﬂ ]i,.r means
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commands.  Hvery. idea of loyal ty was,  towards the

decline of the em; pirey deltroyed among the people
of the diftant provinces. They heard of an emperor,
as the fuperftitious hear of a guardian angel, whom
they never behold. An indifference for his fate
fucceeded to his want of power, A peafant, at the
£04d Cf many mont

J

1 :
hs, was informed of a revolution
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at Delhi, He flopt not his oxen,

: ] 1 . (1]
plow-fhare into a '.-r'.'.'m'u. He whiitle

1

along his-ficld; and enqu ed not, pethaps, concerning

o
Nt

he name of the new prince.

Notwithftanding this indiflerence in the inferior fort
the cmmer cvc-vdd}r Ltemko‘ fymptoms of his {uperior
power to the ve 1y extre ties of his w'l..‘n.._. His edifs

were tranfmitted to every c,iﬂriﬂ'; hey were publiclyread,

4

and regiftered in the courts of jultices They became a
_ﬁ:c:u:ity to the people againft the impofitions of
ernor.  An appeal lay from his decifion 5, by a petitio
to the emperor in the hall of audience: Tms doétrine
was' inculcated by the"edidts ; and fome of the op-
prefied took advantage of ‘the promife of juftice which
theycontained.  Their petitions, whenever they found
accefs to the thrt_:;'-.;, were heard with ‘the attention
which a jealous' prince pays to his own power; ‘and
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to a poor pealant, Wever to'foroive Gp;*-l'cﬂ;nnb; ags
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the Helplefs and low, was an' eftablithed maxim amone

all the princes of 11“ ] 101HE Ll .111'.11 I's
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aw.  When' " he “diés’ his”“avuthority “ceifl vhe
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ftrengthof cuttorn has made hiswill] Sn«fapsisr fof any
13 of his'fons, a fuperior titleto primyogenitire’ Fhe poOwer

15, 10 fome meaflire, neceffiry Y% prince having anin=
dependent right of fucceflion to the throne, might'be
very troublelome to his father in an empire eftablithed
on the principles' whith W& have delciibediob THe weight
vhich he might derive from’ his Hopes,” would clog the
wheels of government,’ which, ‘ander 4 fyltem of def=
potilm, can admit of no delays; Ho'obfiruckions, mo dis
vided or limited power. Perfonal abilitics,  under fuch
a {yltem, are more neceffary than'‘under -eftablifhed
laws, A weak prince brings more ¢alamities’ than 2 cis
vil war, A mitority is dreadful; and it can fearce ox-
( ilt, where the voice of the prince is the'living law, which
' moves the whole machine of the fate.

frcitian s Neceflity frequbnt}}r excules, in the 'eyes' of mankind,
e thone.  the worlt of crimes.” A prince of abilitiés,"who miounts
a throne in the Eaft by the exclufion of an elderbrother]
efcapes the deteftation’ of his fubjedts fromy' the good
which they hope to derive from his“fuperior partsi(Bven
fratricide lofes its name in felf-prefervation, combined
with the public good. The oreatnefs of the crime is
eclipled by the greatnefs of ‘the objet. " Suceefs is'a di-
vine decifion; and the flate aives up the'livesof the un-
happy
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happy fufterers, as a facrifice to its own repofe,., To be
born a prince, is therefore a misfortune of the worft and
moft embarrafling kind.  He muft die by clemency, or
wade through the blood of his family. to, fafety and em-

pire,

The Hindoos, or the followers; of; the Brahmin faith,
are in number far fuperior to the Mahemmedans in Hin-
doftan. . The fyftem of religion which they profefs,  is
only perfeély known. in the effe& which it has upon the
manners of the people.. . Mild, humane, obedient, and
induftrious, they are, of all nations on earth the molt
eafily . conquered and . governed: ’l’hgir goygrnment,
like -that of all the inhabitants of . Afia, is defpotic;
it is, «in fuch a manner; - tempered |by. the, viftuous prin~

ciples inculcated by: ttheir religion, that it: feems mild-

er than the moft limited monarchy in Europe. Some:

oif-the seigning. princes, trace their families, with clear-

nefs;-above four thonfand. years ;, many of .them, in a

dubiovsimanner, from the dark peried which we place
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bevond the figed, n-Revolution and, change are thines
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unkfiowny andsaflafinations. and confpizacics never

o 4 |
exift.

Penal laws rare dcance . knewn amone the Hindoos ;
for-thely ‘motives.to bad actions are few. ‘Temperate in
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have been  reprefénted. as barbasians, are,a. great and
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people, fubje& to a regular government, the prin=

riling
ciples of whach are tounded, on. virtue,
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