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INTO THE

STATE or BENGAL:

WITH A

Plan for reftoring that Province to its former
Profperity and Splendor.

STATE OF BENCAL UNDER THE MOCULS.
Preliminary Qbfervations.

TI—IE affairs of India, though long of great im- Refefions,
portance to this kingdom, have only very lately
become objedts of public attention. Falls coming
from afar made little impreffion: their novelty could
not rouze, nor their variety amufe the mind, With a
{elf~denial uncommon in a {pirited nation, we heard,
without emotion, of the great a&ions of fome of our
countrymen ; and, if we liftened to any detail of opprel-
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other ‘dire@ion. * “Men' dre rouzed into atténtioh, wit

recard to a fubjeét which “concerns the welfare'of 'the
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ftate. They begin to decide, in their own minds, upon
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Tairs which fiand in need of the interpofition of the

nation ; and they thew an inclination to‘be informed, ‘as
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STATE OF BENGAL

to the 17oth year before the Chriftian zra, when it was
diffolved by. civil difcord and war, Bengal, like many
other provinces, flarted up into an independent king-
dom, and was governed by fucceflive dynafties of Rajas,
who chiefly refided at the now deferted capital of Ghor.
Under thefe princes, it continued a powerful and opu-
lent kingdom, to the beginning of the thirteenth cen-
tury, when it was furft invaded by the Mahommedans,
under a prince of the race of Chillagi, who poflefied the
countries near the fource of the Oxus,, The name of
this Tartar invader was Eas-ul-dien; but he was {foon
after reduced to fubjection by Altumih, the Patan em-
peror of Delhi, who formed Bengal into a province,
governed by a licutenant, who derived his authority

from the conqueror.

Bengal, during the dominion of the Patans in India,

was frequently fubje& to revolution and change. When
a prince of abilities {at on, the throne of Delhi, it held
of the empire; when the emperor. was weak, it became

an independent {'b*.'crcignt}f under its gOVEInor, When

the valour and cendu@ of Baber put an end to the
covernment of the Patans at Delhi, {ome of that race

remained untouched in Bengal. The misfortunes of
Humaioon, in the beginning of his reign, not onl

210011, 1 Lhc AN s Ic l'ji:, not (.:HJ}I'
prevented him from extending the, conquefts of his
father, but deprived him even of the throne which Baber
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QG acquircd; ana death tollowed too 1oon,upon his re-

turn, to permut|bim to:reduce the Wealthy kingdom of

Bengal by his arms. The glory of this conqueft was
. réferved for hivfon, tehevillaftrious A lbary who, by the
: expulfioh‘of Daodd, thelatt Kkina /6f Ben ralof the
Patafi 'racey vanhered [ein ahasy cups it 574 tor his.empire.
Viceroys' from/Delbi goveiticd the kingdom, from that
period, all ‘the debili “Mabommed Shaw gave {cope
to the ufurpation : } ‘and:now, by a wonder-
ful revolution of fortung;thelfs erelgns of i that: diftant
provinee are' credted by tlie deputies of ithe Eaft India
company,
of Benpall, To give an enlarged lidea cof the fuhjc&, it :may, not

1 be Impropet - to enquire into the mode of government,
| which the Moguls eftablithed in the important proyince
| of ' Bengal..o | 'Folimpofermothing mercly {peculative
uponithetpublicythe Writer-of the Differtation; has.en-
deavoured ‘to iderive: his ' information -from undoubted
authority. ©/He has, s therefore, tranflated and. annexed
to his work, the commifiions granted by the court of
Delhi to'its principal cofficers in  the provinces: 1From
which: it will'appear, ‘that the defpetifin of the houfe of
Timur wasi circamferibed by eftablithed forms and re-
gulations, ‘Which: greatly tempered the. rigid feverity, of

that ' form'‘of sovernment.
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tion'“tovithe ‘cotrts of »juftice’ eftablifhed by JImperia
commiflionss’ 1 FReronly: ntatk | of homage paidbby the
Rajas; was @ wodrtain/“annual ftribvitel s The houle  of
Timur, 'na lefsoretmarkable for their prudence 'than for
their clemency and juftice; s mever cnleroached upon: the
privileges of ithe tributary princesi-oThey foundy that
though the Rajas paid inob toithe crown: above half the
furmnioraifed bupon! thetldubjedty  their policy, - induftry,
and ! goodsigovernment)niwere fo mmuch fuperion to
thofe' ofl the: Moguls,:sthaththe: countries:-which they
poffefied, -yielded: as:imuch in proportion: to- their éx-
tent, as thofe: which ‘they had farmed: éut: to Zemin-
dars of their own nation and faith. In the two provinces
which the Briti(hnation now pofielsy and which, -for the
i tuturey we will diftinguifly by the general naime of Ben-
b | gal, many-diftriés of greater extent than any; cotinty;dn
| britain, are:ftill peffefied tby-the aboriginal Rajas.; Bat
we-areiinore tigid than the Moguls; iwehave, encraached
on their privileges, and annihilated their power,  Dup-
ing the: domibation of the houfe: of Timur, otie fourth
of Bengal was fubje@ to thefe heredlitary lards.

Wasomme- 10 “Fhe didifion [of > the: provinckowhich was mote jnie
das mediately'undet the | Mahonimedan government; was
parcelled loutinto extenfive diftridts;l) called Chucklas,
refembling;in fome meafuré,(ouf countiesy and intollefler

divifions;
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divifions, like loun ancient-tichings, Thefe weredetti4o
Zemindarsy or farmerscof theImperisli #ents; xehoi fomes
times poficfeda whole diftricb orChickla as theZemids
dar ‘ofParneay whoo affumedd the: dyleshid flaterof &
Nabob, though only>ai fapmer of the tevenuepmoten:the
unfortunate Surioe-ub-DowlausThe wbuttt abgLelhy;
undeérsthe beflt princes, was venalbicd - fond of | rhoneyy
{ecretly and properly ﬂpp]itd, often: fecured Ithe: pofief?
fion'of Jiis! officeto the Zemindarsduringvlife;oandbhe
even was fometimes cenabled tostranfmit/itto his beirs;
till, by!lengtho of time; rtheyorwere; in-{ome .méafiire,
confidered aslords of their refpective diftricts.

The. farmiers; howevery had noleafe from the crown
o thé larids over whichthey prefided. ) Theiv authority
for colle@ing ‘the? rentsfrons thelinferior tenants, was
derived from ‘a‘written agreement, for aldértain, annual
fum to be’ paiditothe eteafifryslexclafivezof «he Imperial

taxds. - Tooprevent itnpofitionhon the:| poerendont;-in

every diftrictthere was eftablifhied aregiftery i vhich:

the rents andimpofts upon-every villdge and farm dvere
entered, and open to the infpedtion of all. The regi-
fleredcrents and-impoftsawere colleCed by the Crorie of
the diftri@;swho was eftablifiéd -1n hisoffice by an
Irhperial comtimiflioniti ey was » accountable)for  the
wholejreven: tosthesdaftr®am,l-as: the: commiflion: ex-
prefles it, to the Fotadir or treafurer of the diftrict, who

Puid
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paidithemv!into; the hands:of - the Dewan, . -or receivet-

L

genetaliof the:Emperial revenues indthe provinge:

The rights ov'dues fofithe Dewanny, cor the!reve-
nue-paid it the, crown; | didnot amount to: above half
the sfuny: raifedvupons the ofubjed by the great farmers,
Thelerwere; diopwtime 1ditime; pecmitted to raife the
réfits upon ‘the dnlerior tenantsy!in proportion” to the
general iimprovement 1ofiithe™ lands.. o/ The furplus,
which was knownitosgovernmént: fromvthe public: re-
gifters of the diftricts, was, in part, allowed to the oene-
ral farmers;ifor rthe ' purpefe’of building houfes for the
huibandmen,’ for furnifhing! them! wwith implements: of
agriculeire; for/lembanking to prevent inundations,  for
making refervoirs of water for the :dryfeafon; . dndylih
general; vfor lall expences attending i the Inprovement
and.cultivationsefoghedlands g wiiich otherwifes woulid
have:rendered theraccounts 6f governmentlintricate and

perplexed.

The greats farmefs, chowever, |averel Hot permitéedito
opprefs’ thestenanits wvithy rexorbicant! wertd] seithe wis
it their dnterelb ' to iextort fiom theohiutbandmien” fumis
which would feiider them incapable of cultivating: their
lands; ‘and ‘o liviigeomfortably uponithe friits of their
toil: Tfi“cthe Iniperial officers of ' thivreveniie; the!poer

had
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had friends, . .and the Zemindar {pies upon his conduct
They were fucly ichecks upon himjy that-he could con-
ceal nothing from their obfervation. They tranfmitted
monthly’ accounts of liis tranfactions to courts -Ifl the
tepants were ableywithout opprefiion,sto pﬂ 7 the-ad-
ditional went: ‘the dermandsiof thescrowvsofe atithe

plmmm of the year upon’the farmer,o1h prmmrflc,n to

€ eXr

the new:dmpoft;; if they were found incapable of bear-
ing the burden, -the Zemindar was: turned out of his

office for: his'avariee and iminrudﬂncm 3

A double revenue; it appeats., from what; has: been
already obferved; rofe to the efown from the:dandsgithe
ancient rent, eftablifhed at the conqueft of India by the
Moguls, :and: the, fums which proceeded from the’an-
nual contra&s-withithegreat farmers. || The!viceroy.of
the, province. was velted with: the powencof .l&'tting the
Jands3 -and he was obliged toitranimit!to the receiver-
general a record of the {fums payable by each Zemindar.
The caufe of this mode of raifing the revenue is ob-

vious.| - Ehe detailsof -accounts, -the umaking, of icon-

tra@s Wwith the-inferier tenantsyi,would; have rendered

the bufinefs of governmenit too minuteiand too expen-
five ;. and,ito. have - permitted. the, general| farmers | to
manage. their diftridts without, gither. cheek ot controul,
would:, have ., given ibisth, to fcenes, of |.opprefiion,
which

xlvil
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rich Fate had referved for an unfortunate people, to

; : el
our‘tuncs: “The Mogul cmpire 15 now no more; and
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bady of the people to the mercy of the Zemindars,
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The generalfarmers Vof difia% were not the on ly
perfons L:m“n h_y themame of Zemindars, Men, who
pofleffed eftates for life, and fometimes in perpetuity,
free from all'taxation, by virtue of Imperial grants; were
diftinguithed by the fame tide; Thele orants’ were
generally given to learned and re ligious men, to fa-
vourite fervants at court, to foldiers who had deferved
well-of theirprince, and they were refpected by fucceed-
Ing emperorsy and feldom revoked. ' One {ixth-part of
the lands in" Bengal had been conferred, in perpetuity,
by ‘different princes, on their favourites .and adherents.
Many of thefe eftates-have fallén ‘into the Faqft India
Company; from a failure of heirs ; and others daily fall,

as the property 1s not ‘transferable EJ;,- ale. A minute

-

enquiry ‘might greatly increafe our revenue. Many
grants faid to be derived from the cmperor, ‘are only
from the governors. of the province; 'many ‘are in the
pofieflion of men who cafinot trace their blood to the
original - proprietors. A fucccf’ion of revolutions has
rolled one part of Bengal vpon the other; and it is
not hitherto fettled from confufion,

Lands
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xlix

Lands were held by a tenure lefs permanent, of the Diferent

emperors of Hindoftan. A firmén or Imperial man~
date, called by the name of Jagieery was iflued fre-
quently to particular men,  This {pecies of grant was
for no term of years, It was given through favour,
and revocable -at, pleafuire, |-When, any perfon was
raifed to the rank of an . Omrah, it was an eftablithed
rule to confer upon him an:eftate, for the fupport of
his digpity. ~ This, however; was nothing more than an
allignment on the revenues of the crown, arifing from
a fpecified tra&t, of land in a,diftri, named in the
body of the grant. . The . grantee had: no  bufinefs
with the tenants, as he never ‘refidedi-on:the eftate
allotted for his fubfiftence. - He fent his:agent every
{cafon: to,the public officers: of the diftri¢&; and his
receipt to them, for his-allowancey was, reccived by the
Dewan; -as a part-of the Imperial revenue!” No'con=
" ditions'of fervice, none for the maintenance of troops,
was anneXed to' this grant.  Thefe are the fables of
men'Who carried the-feudal ideas of Europe into' their
velation of the ftate of India. ' The armies of the em-
pire: were paid-out :ofi«the public treafury. «Every pro-
vince hadits particulareftablifhment« of “troops, which
the governors were impowered to augment in times of

rebellion and ‘commotion.

Vor. 111,

]
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Duripg, the domination, of the houle of Timur, there
was 0o, transferable  landed . property, in Hindoftan :
exeepting ‘gardens, jorghards, . houles, and fome  {imall
postions|of ground,,, in;the environs of great citiesy for
which merchants and wealthy tradefmen had obtained
pasticular, grants, diftinguilhed by the name of Pottas.
This; Ipecies af property,was repcatedly fecured by ge-

neral ediéts, for the cncouragement of building, for the

-accommodation of citizens, and the improvement of

towns. Grants of this kind did not always proceed
from the crown: ' The governors of provinces were im-
powered to iffue Pottas, under certain limitations and
reftritions : the principal one of which was, that the
ufual rent of the ground. fhould be paid regnlarly
by the proprietor, to the colle@ors of the Imperial re,

Yeénue,

‘Tenures. of other various kinds were common in
Bengal, as well as.in the other provinces of the empire;
An aflignment was frequently granted, upona {pecified
tract of land, for the difcharge of a certain fum; and
when the fum was paid, the aflignment, expired.  Par-
ticular farms were, burthened with penfions, called Al-
tumga, to holy men and their defcendants, without
theit ever having any concern in. the management of the
lands. The defpot referved the people entire to himfelf,

and
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and efablithed ‘his" power by prr:vcui'in-i_g l’}f}pl‘tm{}[l.
Ceftain impofts werel dlio appropriated for the main-
terfance of Mullas or ‘pricits, for th&{upport of places of
worfhip, public’ {chools, ‘1nis, hi-:rlm.n-'s, apd " bridges,
Thefe'impoflts were laid by ‘the” Yecdiver-general of “the
revenue, upon the di [T'_fLi_* hefbdddmen; in’ proportion

to the rent which t

ey paid § and’"the "tax whas "diftin-

guilhed by the name of thedmpofitions of the Dewan.
Civil Qfficers, and, Courts.iof Fuflice.

IN flates fubje& to defpotifm, "the legillative, the ju-

dicial and executive powcr are vefted 1n the prince.

He 1s the active ‘.-;'i:ﬂ.cii':-‘_:u ‘hich exifts in the center of

Ty

the machine,, and gives life JmI mofion to all its parts,

His authority and confequence, hcm-‘c:i-'l;-r, {,-;_‘.-'_'::-al, ina
great mealure, on tie eee in which he communi-

]

cates his power to his officers f he E'”L‘: them all his
= b, Lo 2 b il Ay S ol R T Lisbbd I 1
authority, the revercncé ior Nis rlon 1s loft ‘in"the

I\.J
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{plendor of his'deputics. = H ke lw:_to‘ s only ‘a {mall
] B iy R s T AR =R SR ' i o

part of his power on liis fervants, that tetror, which
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is the foundation of his government, is removed

from the ‘minds of Lis" fubje@s; "and a door is opened

(S

for . commotion, _ licentioufnefs,” and crimes. “ “The

B
1
i

emperors of Iadid, of the houile 01" Ti:m:r, had,’ for

two centurics, the good Tortune to clothe their officers

f 2 with

Ii
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with that happy 'medium 'of :mthority which was {uf-

ficienit'to! govern; without the power of ‘opprefling the
body of the people;

The defpotifarof Hindoftan; it ought to be obferved,

" wds'néver‘da government' of‘mere caprice and whim.

The Mahomniedans cartied itto their conqueftsa code of .
laws which circimfcribed the will of the prince. - The
priiciplesand ‘preceptst of the Coran, with' the com-
mentaries upori-that 'book, form-an ample body of laws,
which the houle of Fimur always obferved ; (and ‘the
practice of ages had rendered fome ancient ufages and
ediéts fo-facred 'in the eyes of the people; that no pru-
dentmonarch would chufe to violate either by a wan-
ton act’of power. - It was, befides, ‘the policy! ‘of the
prince, to proteé the people from the oppreflivenefs of
his {ervants. ' Rebellion fprung ‘always' from' the great;

and ‘it Iwas neceflary for him to fecure a party ug"ﬂnﬂ
their ambition; among the low.

The Imperial governor of a province; '’known’ by the
corrupted name of Nabob; in'ithe (Eaft 'asliwell 1 as in
Hurope, was an officer of ' highl :dignity and authority ;
but his " power,” though ' great, . avas far from being un-
limited 'and " beyond . controul.’ | EHe conferred titles
below the rank of an Omrah; he was permitted ' to

orar
grant
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grant cftates till, they (hould be confirmed: by the crown.
He appointed and difmiffed at pleafure-all officers both
civil and military, excepting a few;owhomiwe {hall
have. occafion to mention, who aced by commiffion,
under the feal of the :empire;;, and dome;of | thefg, jupon
mifbehaviour, hes.could, fufpendstill the emperor s
pleafure 'was known. He' let- the lands to the general
farmers,  in conjunction with the Dewan; but he bore
no part in the collection of:the revenud; but, by aiding
the | Imperiall - officers with the, ‘military, power.: 1 The
Omrahs, who  ferved under; him in the drmy, (having
generally, ‘on account of .the - convenience,, their . al-
lowance from the emperor on the rents of-the province,
he had the power, for difobedience or-ndtorious; crimies,
to fufpend them from their. Jagicers, until he {hould
receive 'an anfwer from court; where: the difpute was
examined  in  the eabinet. . In matters of juftice, there
refted an appeal to) his tribunal, from-the Cazi or chief-
juftice, though he {eldom chofe. to reverfe the decrees of
that judge. Difputes where property was not concerned,
and where - the, eftablifhed, laws had, made no provifion,
weré fettled by hisauthority ;) butihe was inftructed at
his peril not to turnithe fubjects of, the empire out of
the - lands, tenements, or . houles,'. which .they them-
felves either: poflefled jor buils, or.which delcended. to
them from’ their anceftors.
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Dewan,
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The'Déewan was the officer next in dignity to'the
viceroy, in’ the 'provinéel " He' derived” his “commiflion
from ‘the €mpéror; a§''teceiveripencral '6f the Tevenue,
His ofice was"altosetlier ‘confined ' to ‘the ‘Admitiftra-
tion'and " eollettion Nof "the Iraperial “rents ‘and'‘taxes,
He correfpoiided ' ‘with the minifter's the  audited 'the
accounts of the governor; and as he had entire to
himfelf the charge anpd difpofal of the public money,
he'might, 'for "good “realons, “refufe ' to- difcharge any
extraordinary’and ‘unprecedented expences; ort totiffue
out “pay'to'new’ troops, 'raifed “without' apparent - e~
ceflity. " He prefided” in “the office called Dafter Al
or ‘over all''the’Mutafiddies; oriiclerks'of the cheque;
the ' Canongoésiior public: ‘regiftérs 31 Crories; - or |-col-
le&tors: of the ldrger- diftriétsy - Fufildars; ' or colledidrs
of the lefler diftri@s y  Fotadars, or /treafurerss Chow-
dries, or chiefs' of idiftriéts ;"Muckuddurtis) or head- men
of villages5! and - 1n general over all the: lofficers~of the

Imperial revenue,

The Crorie, (of, every Pergunna or largeridiftri&, de-
Hisofhce,
though “in miniature, was the exaét counterpart of the

rived his commiflion from the et \PEIQE,

Dewans being the -receiver-general of -the county,if
the name may ‘be ufed; as the former,was, of the whole
province. - He was immediately, -accountable to. the

3 Dewan,
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Dewan, in, whofe: office he pafled his. accounts. . “He
prm‘.uccc’.the teceipts:of, the Fotadar, or trealurer of the
Pergunna (or diftri&, for, the, {fums which he had paid
into that officer’s hands, from the colletions made by
the;Fufildarsy who, lin.the fubdivifions of the Pergunna,
held affices; each of which was a, counterpart of his

OWI.

"The Carclin of the larger, diftriéks was an officer com-
miflioned:by the emperor; to fettle all imatters and dif~
putes ‘between the tenants and the officers of the reve-
nue; and to preferve the ancient ufages of the Pergun-
na.»He was allo a kind of {fpy upen/allitheir private
aslwell as public tranfadtions; he audited their accounts
publicly, tranfmitting copies of ‘them monthly to court,
attefted by ‘the " Sheickdars; €howdries,!'and'! Canon~
goes! of:theo diftriéko Thefe. accounts: being entered
with great regularity in the vifier’scoffice at Delhi, 'the
emperor had an immediate view of the collections in-the
province, before the general accounts of the Dewanny
wert adjufted 5'and this*wis‘aHo a’great'check upon the
office of ‘the Dewatl.

The view already prefented of the mode ‘of colle@ing
theé Imperial ‘revenue, renders' it wnneceflary to defcend
through all“the inferior{offices in’ the ‘department of 'the

receiver-

Carciin;

and other

OIICCrs,
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réceiver“general. ' The revenues, it muft be obferved,
were never tranfmitted entire to the Imperial ‘treafury in
the capital of the'provitice, much lefs into' that of the
empire. . The ‘expences incurred in'every diftriét were
deducted ‘from the receipts of ‘the Fotadar or treafiirer
of the diftri®; ‘and the difburfements of the province in
gencral from thofe of the'Dewan. The furplus alone,
which was'more or'lefs according to accident, found its
way to the Imperial exchequer. The'eftimates of the
Imperial revenues are, therefore, not the fums received
in the exchequer at Delhi, but the) grofs colleétions in

cvery pmvincc".

The courtsof juftice 'in Bengal, diftinguifhed by the
general name ' of Cutcherries, were of various kinds.
‘They * generally ' received  their defignation from the
officer' who prefided in each, or within'whofe jurifdic—
tion they'sere ‘comprehiended. The Author of the
Enquiry 1s not fully informed concerning the powers
of the different judges, or ‘the mode of proceeding in
their courts,* There arofe a ‘chain of appeal from the
loweft to the higheft. " "An a&ion “might "be removed
from any of the courts below before the Cazi of the
province, commonly called Daroga Adalit, or chief-
juftice; and from him there lay an appeal to_the tribu-
nal of the viceroy, 7

Inferior
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Inferior judges were  appeinted by an . Imperial judge.

commiflion, in every large diftrict, and in every con-
fiderable city, with whom  appeals. refted, from, the
courts in the country, and from the _decifions of Cut-
wals, or mayors of towns. Thelec Gazis, or judges;
were velted with power to fummon  before ther all
perfons, to examing records, - public regifters,  grants,
and witneffes. = They were, at their peril, to lmr‘-‘,il!i]li_?
ment. impartially, according to the laws of, the Coran,
and the canons and regulations of the empire. - They
were impowered to make and | diffolve  marriages, to
execute contracts of every kind between individuals,
to infli¢ punifhments, which did not extend to
either life or limb. | They took cognizance of all riots,
diforders, and tumults; and they were denominated the
generall guardians of the morals of the people. Thuy
Were prm"ld-._-d with an eftablifbment of clecks, regifters,
and . officers of the court.. They pafled judgment in
a {ummary manner, and theiz legal fees were one fourth
of the matter in dilpute, equally levied upon the plain-
tuff and defendant., This regulation was intended to
prevent vexatious law-fuits, as.well a sto bring, them
to a. {peedy iflue. Duning the 1-'ignm' of; the Mogul
empire, capital punithments were hardly known in India.
When_a crime, which merited ideath was committed,
the Cazi, after a full proof of the fa&, by witnefles,

& N % IT .
Vo, LI1, o pronounced
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pmnmmced fentence , againft the guilty perfon; but,
3.3 1 £ AT g oA F eI, B . i '

without the confirmation of the viceroy, 1t could not

be put in execution. Thotigh 'the ‘empire {ometimes

abounded with treafon, it was never punifhed but in

the field.
1_"-_?'*“'?_:? In each {fubdivifion of the Pergunna or diftrict, fubs=
je& to the juri(diction ef the Cazior judge, there'was.an
inferior officer called a Chowdri, fimilar to our juftice
of the  peace. Eyery yillage had its chief-man,” who
was the qonflable of his own  department. A Fogedar
1
i

was, properly. {p eaking, the commander of the troops,

in every 1]11]1&17‘}-’ ftation. He fometimes farmed the

Jands ;ing the ,neighbourhood ; and , being " the 1mme-

' diate rcpre!cntﬁtivc of the viceroy, he was confidered

]
B

as the p:iucip;:l officer in his .diftriél. © But he
did mot; fit in judgmcnt, the civil being always kept
diftinét, from ' the: military department, under the go-
vernment of the Moguls, as long as it retained its
vigour:, The Zemindars or general farmers, were fome-
times.entrufted withy the command  of, the tmops in
their.owa ~diftriGs.. but in their courts they decided
only upon trivial . difputes between the inferior huf=
bandmen,—Such was the government of Bengal, under

the empire of the houfe of Timur,
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*"‘g Brief, but'it is hoped a comprehenhve, idea being
A5 :

given, in the preceding {ection, of the government

P

of Bengal under the Imperial houle of Timur, the Au-
thor of the Enqui l_;, @ 1 proceed toexplain the Revehues
and Comimerce of that once floutilhing "and ' opulerit

. . . ) 2 L8, dodd i L L HSRL ALy LM ]
kingdom. . In the reign of the emperor jehangire,” the

revenues of the provinces of Bengal and ?.-’fn'hfu' both

1.2 1 . r LA by 1 ‘
which, for the fake of brevity, we comprehend’ undert
name of the former, amounted to £ 2,79@,-}-’19 e
Under his gr:mdmn Aurungzibe

they encreafed to' =/ "= "= 3.077,866 56

&

Mahommed Shuffia, “who ‘wrote an abridoinent of the
g
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bar to the fatal 1nvafion ‘of Niddi'Shaw, wherethe
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5

sentions the provinces  wiicis TEvoited {1=.1:':z‘._5§ the in-
= 1 1%
s’i olent reigh of Mahommed Shaw, ‘eltimates the'‘reve~

4 'y r‘."

nues of L:r:nrr:ﬂ at fixty crores'of [Daims, or' one'eroreand
i LEL T I# B
afty I: acks of roupees; which famiis equial to L %87 &,000
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iame wriler, amounfca 1o forty‘five
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It appears, from the above calculation, that the reve-
nues of Bengal had been gradually increafing, in the
progrefs of the empire, through time. | They continued
ftill t6 incredfe, under the revolted Nabobs, fome. of
whom brought intq their treafury - four millions of our
money, but not without difirefling the fubjec, and
plundering, him of a part.of hisvealth,. It may be ne-
ceflary to repeat an obfervation, already made, - that not

above half the fum raifed upon _the people. came into

the coffers of government. The -exaé {um tranfmitted
annually to Delhi, before the diffolution of the empire,
is not eafy to afcertain ; but we can form fome judgment
of the amount, from the ruinous policy of the Imperial
court, when its ancient vigour begam to decline. , The
provinces of Bengal and Behir, during {fome years of in-
dolence and debility, were farmed out ito. the wiceroys,
who paid inte the treafiry, one million two hundred and
torty-nine thoufand nine hundred and ninety-nine
pounds {eventeen, fhillings and fixpence of our mo-

ney.

This'fiim, 1t is fuppoled, was a medium ftruck, upon
an average of years, of the money remitted to the trea-
fury at Delhi, ‘when the empire retained its force. But
this {tipulated revenue, as might have been forefeen, was
never regularly paid,  The viceroys acquired an-inde-

3 pendent
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pendent power, by a regulation which threw the whole
management of the province into their Hands, *without
Sy - ¥ .
controul; and the VIgour of the I:‘-.‘.'E‘.l:r_:;‘_l government,

in proportion, declined.= The country profited, how-

ever, by the refradtorinefs of its governor ; 1f his avarice
prompted him to raife moré on the fubjeét;the latter was
more able than before ta pay the additional impoft, from
the Ttevenue being kept and expended in the province.
Bengal began to flourifh, under anadditional load o:"uin-
prellion. It yielded more'to a fevere Nabob, than to the
milder government of the enipire; and being relieved
from an annual drain of fpccie to Delhi, 1t became opu-
lent under a degree of rapine,

Though defpotifm-is not the moft favourable govern-

ment for commerce, it fourithed greatly in Bengal, un-
der the fri& juftice of the honfe of Timar. Senfible of
the advantages which they themfelves would derive from
afree commercial intercourfe between therr fubjeds, they
were invariably the prote&tors of merchants. The mili-
tary ideas which they brought from Tartary, prevented
the principal fervants of the crown from engaging in
trade’; “and, thercfore,” monopolies'of every kind were
difcouraged, and almoft unknown.  Wo government in
Europe was ever more fevere againft foreftalling and re-

grating,,
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grating, than was ‘that of the Moguls in' India, "with

11 1 3 ] - 1

rcgard” to «all the branches ''of ‘¢ommerces="'A" {imall
1 L ey oy : SO S B )

dutyswas raifed by the crown; but this Was :1:1"1}‘1]2 re-

paid,” by the never-violated fecurity givén to the mer-
chant.
e Lk

«1 q [ # # ok Ty
Bengal, from'the'mildnefs of its climate, the fertility

—t

of its foil, and the natural indulftry 'of the Hindoos,  was

1 = . Ein -
1

ﬂ]'lp".'iﬂ!:,"-s remal ]-:{li..\,\;! Tor 1ls  COImImerce. I[ ]f[f €1y Com-
o P el TS i b I 1 90 e g ol BU NI Sefrort 1
munication by water from place’ to ‘place, facilitated a

niércanftiie intercourfe among the inhabitants:  BEvery

village has its canal, every Perounna its river, and the

hnle Trinad 1 ey X7 51 ) b et oy T
wihoic Kingdom toe {3':.‘-.,1'_4_',:1, wilich r-.;llll;-__{'-,, ].}3, Various

mouths, into the bay of Bengal, lays open the ocean for
the export of commodities and manufaétures. A people,

o~

from an'inviclable préjudice of religion, abflc Mious, Were
averfe to luxury themfelves; and the wants of nature were
{upplied almoft {pontaneoufly by the foil and climate.
The balance of trade, therefore, was, againf! all nations,

infavour of Benoal 3 and it was the fink where oold and
[ = &
filver ‘difappeared, ‘without the leaft profpeét of re-

turn.

All the European nations carried chiefly on 'theircom-

merce with Bengal 13 bullion. The Dutch, at a me-

dium
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dium of ten years,  threw annually into the bofom  of

that kingdom, in bullion - - L 1 475,000
“he !HEh.h - - - - - 102;500
The Erench, Danes, and Portuguele . - 250,900

The exports of Lh.lgﬂ to the rsnl shs of

e i Lo, e ey o e : ? . e
Perfia and Arabia, were very great.

S P : comfh et
She {upplied Arabia, Perlia, (Furkey,
Georgia, Armenia, and the lefler;Adia

with her manufadtures, and brought

home annually, into her coffers, of
E;C:Li = v o - -

Her trade in npium and piece -*:JL:J-S to
the eaftern kingdonis m‘ Afia, to the
Malayan and Philippine. iflands,
brought yearly a balance in her fa-
vour of - - - -

The inland trade of Bengal, with the
upper Hing doftan and Affam -

The coafting-trade with the coafts of

Coromandel and Malabidr = -

The above eftimate is made dcﬁgnedly

150,000
250,000

160,000

£i1852,500

low ; for were

we to argue from general prhn:is;h:s, a greater {um muft

have becn imported annually into Béngal. The twelve

hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 1'-;-:1‘11’-_'t

ed nzmu:-.i]y to
Delhi

LAC] .}

Oblervations




cline

Gradoal de

AN'ENQUIRY INTO THE

Delhi, fever refufied into the province, and, as there
wefe no mines wrought in_the country, the farplus of

the revenue muft have proceeded from the bBalance of

oles greatly by fricion,

trade. + Coin, it is, well
where little alloy is mixed with the filver, and where the
want of paper-currency makes the circulation extremely
rapid. It lofes alfo lJ:,' 1'-:—0}31::15{‘, which I‘:ninpu[md an-

nually under the empire in Bengal. The pracice of con~

o L et 05 i | e " Y . i Y " e % i
La_a.'_JL‘l: and Ll:!.”"'i.j-:';_":l \.;\..':.'_.'..]:':.1} wihich the terrors f]{ {_-[C[EKJ-

- g - e Fopaloht 1 -
tifm introduced,, has occafioned a confiderable lofs, be-

]

{ides the amantity of {ilver and 9)‘{.‘:1& uled in rich manu-

il
4
4
r -

fatures.  Thele vaiious lofies could be only repaired by
SR RN B, AT b A I L e F e B, sl
a favourable balance of trade; and the fum which we

have ﬂ':.ltci.i lLbL;t'e, wn}uid b;‘.s'cf}' iul:'i‘.'l}' the W;‘I.ﬂc.

', 0 R P n T R fid
State .-:j L-:.r.';.-:j‘. i wnder the reveited Wabobs,

THDUGH the 'caules which ‘broke the empire were

obvious, the decline of the power of 'the houfe of
Timur was gradual and imperceptible. The feeds of

decay were ]cu.'-*_; fown before t[::;y' were hl'm‘f-‘.llt to an

enormous erowth, by the indolence of Mahommied Shaw.

Had even the Perfian invafion neverihappened, the fa-
bric which Baber -raifed in Indiawas deftined to fall to
ruin.  The abilities of Aurungzébe, by eftablithing half

a century ‘of domeftic tranquility in hisdominions, broke

the
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the Tpirit of his fubjects, whilt'that ‘of ‘the Tmperial fa-
mily declined.  The diftarit’provirces ‘oBeycd the man-
dates of the court, through habit,  morc ™t

fear of its refentment and power ; and governors, thotigh
déftitute of ambition, found, in their own indolence, an
excule Tor their inattention” to" comidnds’ which ‘could

not be inforced with rigour.

The intrigues of the two Seids at the court of Delhi,
who raifed and removed monarchs at pleafure, weakened
that refpeét for the houfe of Timur which bound the al-
legiance of the fubject, even after their mildnefs had de-
generated into indolence. = Every month brought intel-
ligence into the diftant provinces of the murder of one
prince, whilft another was placed on a throne, fill warm
with his predéeeffor’s blood: « The veil which hid del-
imtifm from the eyes of the people, ‘wasrent in twain;
monarchs became puppets, which the minifter moved-at
pleafure, and even men, who loved {lavery.on its. own
account; kneéw not to whatquarter. to. turn their political
devotion. 11/ The viceroys, undera pretence of an unfet-
tled fuceeflion; 'rétained the revenues: of the provinces ;
and, with fpecious ptofeflions ‘of loyalty for the Imperial
family, they 'became polite rebels againft its autho-
rity,

Through

Vo, III,

f | O
of the powei
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Fhrough this ¢ in the | Imperial line,: a new
{oeaies of icovernment role 40 1 ariohs oray Lases £ Ind;
1} COLES Ol i;"-"'l\-rlr]'-la'\-..l'u FOLIC 11 dr 105 E..';l..l'.l|a‘LL."| Ol Anaig.
el . = 1 | P A e o w1 fl.p . -
L 0E VICCTOY '\:, L u.ﬂ'..',_\. LIICY :'.L?-.L.f]'l":_:i.l LG 1iace “F pl‘lf]f:'-:;-'?
¥ rec A1 Ll > TTIAATT T, BT A TE1 o .'-'-- P T ey PRCTE e T
wcore tall the HUMBLE SLAVES U[ 10011C {11.:;(]'; s l:iO[!LiiL]

who fat without either power or dignity in the midft of
the ruins.of Delhi Lhey, governed the people in! his
name, but they, littened not to his commands.: He even
became an inflrument. of oppreflion in their hands ; and
they fanQified the moft unpopular of their meafures by
inducing the prince, to pafs, in their own. cabinet, regu=
lations, which originated under the feals of the empire.
Inftead of a revenue, they remitted to him bribess and
the neceflity, of his fituation reduced him into a taol, to
the very rebels who had ruined his power.
This mock form of an empire continued for many
vears; and {ome provinces are flill governed through the
medium of a monarch that only {ubfilts in his name.
But though the Nabobs affirmed that tl 1ey - had ftill an
CIin

¥ 5 : T g |
peror, the pCc'Jplc iouild 1 ther (J‘J}}I'EiliD]‘S, that

therc was none, - The check which the terror of com-
plaints to Delhi had laid formerly on, the conduét of the
viceroys, was now removed; and the oflicers of the
crown who had been placed between the fubje& and
the governor, were dilcontinued or dmm-’t{l of their
power. The inferior tenants, inftead of being fupport-

¥ ed
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ed by the Imperial collectors of the revenue againft the

avarice ‘of the general farmers, were {ubmitted, ‘without

redrefs, to the manacement of the latter, and were con-

{idered by himas a kind of ‘property.

The ufurpation of  Aliverdi 'introduced, more than

bove-defcribed form 'of govern-

thirty years ago, ' the a
ment into ' Bengal. ~The fame policy was continued
by his fucceflors. . 'They'owned the emperor of Delhi
fortheir fovereign, but ‘they' ‘governed' the country,
andcollected ' its' revenues' for “themielves."” The in-
terpofition: of the crown being removed, the ‘indepen-
dent Nabobs, who fucceeded one another ‘either by force
or intrigue, adopted a 'more fimple, but'a 'more impoli-
tic mode of ¢olle@ting the renits and impofts, than that
which had been'pradifed by'the houfe of Timur. The
lands avere let from year to year to Zemiindars, ‘who
were accountable for’ the rents to the treafury, and the
former oflicers of the revenue, though not annihilated,

pofiefied neither lemolument nor power.

Anintimate knowledge of the country, however, en-
abled the Nabobs to prevent their government from de-
generating’ into ' abfolute ‘oppreflion. ‘They had fenfe
cnough to fee; that their own power depended upon the
profperity of their fubje@s; and their refidence in the

1 .
a 2 provinee
B

ils diffolution

1
on e pije

vince
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province gave them an opportunity of doing juftice with
more. ¢xpedition and pn‘:cifmn than it ‘was donc in the
times of the empire. |- The complaints. of the injured,
from a pofieflion of the means of information, were bet-
ter- underftood. .| The Nabobs, were lefs reftricted than

'yt
el

. AL .
formerlyy inoinfli¢ting neceffary punithments; and, as

g
they. were aceountable -to .no, fuperior for the revenue,
they- had it in their power to remit unjuft debts and
taxes, ‘which could not be besne.., The miferies of Ben-~
gal; din fhort; were referved for other times. Commerce,
manufa@ures, and agriculturey were: encouraged ;. for it
was not then'the maxim to take the honey, by deftroy-

ing the fwarm.

The folly of the prince had no deftru@ive effe& on
the profperity of the people. The Nabobs, carrying
down, through their own independent government, the
idea of'the mild d:‘:ﬁ)ﬂtiﬂn of the houfe of Timur, fcem-
ed to mark ‘out to the people certain lines, which they
themfelves did not chufe cither to overleap: or-deftroy.
Many now in Britain were eye-witnefles of the truth of
this affertion. We appeal to- the teftimony of thole who
marched through Bengal after the ‘death of Surage-ul-
Dowla, that, at that time, it wasonc of the richeft, moft
populous, and beft cultivated: kingdoms in the world.
The great men and merchants were wallowing in wealth

anc
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and luxury; the inferior tenants and the manufaéturers
were bleffed with plenty, ‘content, and'‘eale.  “But'the

cloud which has fince oblcured this’ funfhine was near.

When the troubles, which ‘ended by putting Bengal
into the hands” of the Company, ficft arofe, Surage-ul-
Dowla, a'very young and mconfiderate prince; was Na-
bob ‘of the three provinces. The good fortune which
had at firft forfaken us, ‘returned to'our arms; and, by
the afliftarice, or rathér opportune: treachery of Jather,
one of his generals, he was dépofed and murdered. We
raifed ‘the Traitor, as a reward for his convenient trea-
fon, to a throne ftill warm with the blood: of hislord;
and the meafure feemed to be juftified, by our apparent
inability of retaining the conquered province in our own

hands.

The forttine of Jaffier, howeyer,. did not long with-
hold her frowns. Though he had, treachery enough to
ruin his mafter, he was deftitute of abilities to reign
his places  Flis. weaknefs became,an excufe for a revo-
lution, ‘which had been meditated on other grounds; and
Caflim Ali, Jafher’s fon-in-law, an intrigning politician,
was invefted with the dignity and power of his father,
If Jaffier was weak, Caflim had too good parts to be
permitted to govern engal, He was depofed, and his

predecefior

Brief recapis
tulation
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fertile fields 1n the world lav walles and Eva mailliaae -
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mdultrious people were either expel ed or

[

dcitroyed. Vant of E-LJLL_EJ]E;J:Z'C became more fatal than

infiate 'barbarifm; and men found themielves wading
through 'Blood’ and ‘ruin, when their obje&t was only
?ﬂl”‘ il Y But' this 1s not the time to rend the veil which
covers our political tranfa&ions in Afia.
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