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A N ample field lay open before us; but we have
ﬂ'ﬁx appropriated revolution and war; to hiftory.
The prefent difquifition is of an inferior kind; an en-
quiry, which means not to irritate but to reform. Let
it fuffice to fay, that Bengal fuffered from difturbances

and violent meafures; and that Fortune, though unfa-
vourable, was lefs fatal; than the 1‘;".;_‘|'_'.CE'-“._‘_.-' of avaricious
men. Peculiarly unhappy, an unwarlike but induf=
trious people, were fubdued by a fociety whofe bufinefs
vas commerce. A barbarous enemy may {lay a prof-
trate foe; but a civilized conqueror can only ruin na-
tions without the fword, Monopolies and an exclufive
trade joined iflue with additional taxations; the unfor-
tunate were deprived of the means, whilft the demands

upon them were, with peculiar abfurdity, increafed.
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Biit'¢o’ wandét  no farther into déclamation : - though
the misfortanesief (Befigal began with the revolutions
and ‘eHanges Avhieh fueceeded the'death 'of 'Surage-ul-
Dowla;(‘the Hyftem,’ which'* advances flill with  hafty
firides, to" the'‘compléte: Fuin ‘of ' that once opulent
province, was!eftablifhed feveralyears after that event.
Abnoblegovernot Hentotorcommand in- Bengal, by the
Eaft India Company, arrived in that kingdom in the
May of 1765511 The expulfion of ‘the: Nabob:Cailim
Aliy anth the vedu&ion-of Suja=ul<Dowla; by: our arms,
had enabled vthe fervants 'of . the CGompany to eftablifh
peace upon their own terms:.  The treaty which-they
concluded was abfurd ; and had it been lefs exception-
able; dtasvould not:probably have Ppleafed a man, who

went not toIndia to be idles

4 en the treaty The varicusrévelutiods: of nFortunéj-which ‘had fuib-
jedted feverabofithe: richeft provinces 1of India to the
Company’s fervahtsy threw . the ;undoubted ! Ticir of fthe
Maogul iempire into theis, hands, . The.governoravailed
hinifelf of this cireumi{tance,. | Other Nabobs had convert-
ed. the unfoitunate, prince nto a tools and it was now
the turn of our governor to do, the fame, for the benefit
of his conflituents,; Conlciousof bis power over the em-
peror, and having the ablolute dire@ion of a, Nabob; who
owed his elevation to the governor,himfelf; and to hisown
2 : crimes,
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crimes, he threw afide the {ormer, treaty, A perpetual
commiflion for the office of Dewan, | or. receiver-gencral
of the revenues of Bengal, Behdr; and Osifla. was ob-
tained, from Suaw AnLum, for, the- Company. The
office.of perpetual Nabob might have been as-ealily ob-
tained'; but the former|balaniced faithoufand difadvan-

tages; by rendering the nature of the tenure perplexed.

In ‘confideration of the Imperiali mandate, which,
with the revenues, conferred the government of Bengal
for ever on the Company, Shaw Allum, was- to receive
an annual penfion of three hundred and twenty-five
thoufand - poundss The annuity was moderate to the
lineal fucceflor of Timur, ' He was, at the fame time,
guaranteed in the pofleffion of the province of Alla-
habAd; and thusakind of provifion was made for a prince,
who retained nothing of what belonged to hisalluftrious
anceftors, except the empty title: of! emperor of 'Hins
doftan. ' 'This treaty, however, though it dazzled with
its fplendor, was neither folid nor advantageous in itfelfy
The emperor, inftead ‘of ' being placed at Allahabad,
ought to poflefs theprovince, out of which his pre-
tended vifier Suja-ul-Dowla, had been recently driven;
or {hould that meafure be fuppofed to'inveft him with
dangerous power, the territories of Bulwant Singh, equal
in revenue to Allahabdd, might have been conferred

Vou. III, i upon
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upon’ him.”""The Company, being'then in’pofieflion'sf

all“thefe’ provinces, might; by its {ér

ants, have“adopted

w21 i 1 ' B
either' of ‘thete fi{tems

T'o'' the' fitft' ‘meaftire’ ‘there “are “no ' well-founded
objections, atitl niatty wdviiftapés misht be derived from
it. ' "Fhe fum{of three hundred-and twenty-five thoufand
potnds might have been :31:111::]]'.-‘ faved, which fum is
now ~fenit' ‘to a” diftint province, from whence 'it ‘never
rettrns. CThis'lattér circumtanéeis of more ‘real prejus
diceto Bengal and the affairs of the Companyy thanif Lalf

the revenues of the

rovinee had been’ given to the em=
peror, upen condition of “his keeping his court in that
country. - Had Shaw Allum been put in poffeflion of
the dominions of Suja-ul-Dowla, the ‘natural ina&ivity

led [ :E‘[‘ll ‘Oﬂ :mtf tiic cxtraordinary cxpcnce msd

e w“ﬂl,uh:, vhich he is, in"fome Teafure, obliged to

fupporty* would have prevented him from -being fo
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dangerous-a neignbour as cven Suja-ul-Dowla. ™ The
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wiole u"n"* ire wasin a itate of Ireciiion and we were

only from convenience his friends.
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geer; and our army; inftead of being-cantoned at Alla
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habid and  Cora,. two hundred miles fromy the frontier
of our provinces, migl ht have remainedsin, Patna; in the

center of our dominions, Ja;nrr:J had this meafure

been adopted, inftead, of lofing, the penfion; paid; to the
CImpEror, and the enormous expence.of, abrigade in 2 fo-
réign country; would have:been enriched by, the greater
part of the revenues of the territories of  Bulwant Singh ;
for which he had paid;twentystwo; lacks of roupees 1o
Suja-ul- Dowla,  though i) seality he colledted double

that! fum upon the ;LJDqLLu

The latter pofition will appear more obvious from
the following ftate. ' Bengal, had the mealure been

ek | e [ B et il hawve {ave
adopted, would u.'x.]l:l.-.',]l.:. }.I-.h'-h 1;;.'\'5{!

..LL;'._;; L
The penfion paid to the emperor, L. 325,000
The. expence of a brigade, - "= 187,500
Twenty lacks from the territories of
Bulwant Singh fpent at Patna, 250,000
s

L]

This meafurealone, we may venture to atirm, would
. i PR ., .
have preferved Bengal 1n a flourithing ‘condition, 1n

fpite of avarice and mifmanagement. I¢ wonld, at the

fimeél time,  have been qrended! with ' many “falutary

feds'im out “political fyttem in India. 7> The " emperor

WU Tatebeen miore ihimediately dhderourteye;
12 thou
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Obfervations
on the

S: TATE  OF BENGAL

though he at prefent labours under an eclipfe, he may,
fome time or other, fhine forth like a comet, .in. .the
hands of an ambitious and able: man. : We are now
obliged to proteé and fupport him, under manifeft dif-
advantages. .1, His territories border on the Mahrattors,
Jatesy and Rohillas; rand he, is under 2 perpetual appre-
henfion from. thefe nations. ... Had. the meafure, the ad-
vantages of which we haye defcribed, been taken, Suja-
ul-Dowla;would have. come in between hint and thefe
POWers ; but, at prefent, our armyat Allahabid becomes
a fecurity to that prince; whofe apprehen{ions. would
otherwife have induced him to adhere more firmly than
he now fhews an inclination, to. his treaty . with., the
Company,

State of Commerce in: Bengaly runderithe Comban 5
2

HE profperity .and opulence which Bengal enjoyed
Huring the government of the houfe of Timur, and

even under the revolted viceroys, proceeded from her lu-
crative commerce, as much as from the fertility of her foil.
Rich in'the induftry of her, inhabitantss: fhe became. in=
dependent of the partial rapine of impolitic governors,
who plundered only to {quander away, . The money,
which entered by injuftice at one door of the treafury,
was carried out at another by luxury. The court of the
2 Nabob
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N4bol was the heart, ‘which only received the various

clhirrentsof wealth, ‘to throw it with vigour, through

every vein of the kingdom.

We may date the ' coimmerncement of ' decline,

fl‘Dm prefent coms

merce of

the day “on'which Bengal fell 'des® the” dominion of Bengeh
foreignersy who were 'more anXiot’s to" Improve the pre-
fent moment to their own’eémolument; than, by provid-
ifig againft wafte, ‘to" fecure'a permanent advantage to
the Britifh nation. ~“With a’péculiar ‘want ‘of “forefight,
they began to drain the “refervoir, without turning into
it ‘any ‘ftream to’ prevent it from "Being ' exhaufted.

From obfervation, we defcend to fa&s.

The annual inveftments of the Com-
pany; for -which no {pecie 1s received,
amounts, at an‘average of ten yeats
to - - = =

Thofe “of ‘the Dutch, for which the
fervanits of the' 'Company take bills
on’ Furope, ‘for remiiting fortunes
acquired ‘m Bengal, * - < 3

Thofe of “the French, “paid for to the
natives, in the {ame way, .

Thofe ‘of the Portuguefe and Danes,

L. 927,500

200,000
350,000

100,000

e e
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L+ 1,577,500

Bengal, it {hall “hereafter appear, “to

LS B LIPS | & s B P 4
replace all’ thiis wafle, {cdrce annually
receives 1ntbu'lion, - - 100,000

1 ey 1
L

She lofes,, therefore, yearly, to. Eutopey, (i« X,4775500

The above eftimate of the exports of Bcng:ﬂ, {ot
which fhe receives no {pecie, is, formed, on the prime
coft .of her. manufa&ures. . The .balance againdt  her

comprehends, the favings of the Company on the reve-
nue, the value of Britifh exports, the private fortunes of

T ay
A

- L |
1N4A1vic =1

uals, which center in this kingdom.  ‘This
ruinous commerce with Europe is not balanced, by a
lucrative intercourfe with the “various flates of Afia,
T'he increafe of the demand for the manufa&ures of
Bengal, for our markets here, and :the revolutions which

{hook:oandi tgueatly>1depopulated o that “kingdom, “have

raifed: the price of igoods.o 11 The: defmand] would, apon

this: head;  fink in'proportion’ in the Edft 5 “but befides,
4

ie | internal. ftate: of the:warious  ‘countriesy mwhich

formerly exchanged: bullion for the $bods of Béngals!has

been long nnfavourable te fmmfgn commerce.

Perfia, about thirty years agoasgreat and.a flourithing

ir¢, has been torn to pieces, and zlmoft depopulated

7 b y
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by the cruelties of Nadir Shaw ; and, fince his affaffina-
tion, by unremitting civil wars. The few inhabitants,
who efcaped the rage of the fiverd, fit down in the
midft of poverty.  Georgia and Armenia, who fhared
in the troubles of Perfia, fhare alfo her untoward fate.
Indigence: has {hut up ‘the “doars of «commerces vanity
has difappeared with wealth, and men content them-

felves with the coarfe manufa&ures of their native
countties. , The Turkifh empire has long declined on
its' fouthern and caftern frontiers. = Egypt rebelled :
Babylonia, ‘under'its Bafha, revolted. :The diftracted
ftate of the former has almoft thut up the trade, by ca-
ravans, from Suez to Cairo; from the latter of which,
the manufactures of Bengal were conveyed Dy fea to all

the ports of the Ottoman dominions.

The rapacity of the! Bafha of - Bagdat,iwhich is en=
creafed b},‘ the neceflity of keeping a greavftandingforde to

fup; sort his i L‘lLZ'"Ltlf_Jl'! has environedavithiterror the walls

i L L 7 [l 1 1 -
Buhma, which circumftance has almoft annihilated

its commerce with:Syria.i Scarce'a caravan pafiesifrom the

gulphiof grfia tosAleppo oncedn two yearss and 'when
it does, it is but:peor and. fmall.. < Fermetly, in every
feafon, feveral rich ‘and numerous caravans crofled the

a [ ¢ o S B 6y S ek T oS i e rl) = raihe il
defart 'to"' Syria; but the fcw that venture at, prefent,

u
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the reft of
Hindoltan,

61704 T.E-© F B E NG AL

dering: Awabso dre flopt i by levery tribe, and are abliged
to purchale fafety withiexorbitant: dutiesss (Trade is in
a manner unknown; the merchants of Buffora are
ritined ; hand,thére weres laft i yeary in. the warehoufes of
that citysoof thesmanufadtures of Bengal, : tolthe value
ofitwo-hundsed- ghoufand: ipounds; which could: not be
{old, for -half .die prigic eolls

The numberof rindepefident 'kingdoms, which Kave
ftarted|up from the bainsof the Mogul empire, has almoft
deftroyed the inland commerce of Bén gal'with the-upper
partsof Hindoftan. Every prince levies heavy duties upon
all'goods that pafs thtough his domihions, “The merchants,
wheforinerly came down'toward the miduths of the Gas
ges'to purchafe commodities, Bavé difdontirued 4 t¥ade,
not’only ruined by impofts; but éven tinfife from banditti
The province of Oud afid A aretheonlyinland 'coun-
tries pich Which 'Bengal drivés; ' at prefent; any trade,
The former has greatly the balance in its favetir againft
us of late years, from the money expended by feven
thoufand of 6br ‘own trdopsy which til'of ldte Have been
{tationed'in the neighbourhooed of the dominions of Stja-
vl-Dowla, ‘in confequence of ‘an’ impolitic treaty, and
to an{wer private views, - Thé éemimeree of falt, beetle-
nut, and" tebacco, ‘with ARAm, s alfiioft ‘baliniced by

the
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the quantity of filk, Mugadutties and lack; 'which we
receive from that kingdom' in returiy,

The: trade of  Bengaly-with: the kingdoms and -iflands
of the eaftern Afia; ftill continestinfome degree; but
it has been longron the declines wFhe eoafting trade
with the maritime provinces'of “Hindoftan "has,“upon
various accounts, decayed, We may venture to affirm,
upon the whole, 'that the balance in favour of -Bengal,
from. all its Afiatic commierce, excéeds not-annually one
The. council -of: Galcutta

They

hundred ' thoufand = pounds.
have calculated it at lefs than half that{um.
eftimated, in the year x768, the importation.of bullion
into-Bengal, for the fpace of four years, at Gfteen lacks
of roupees; which amounts annually to forty-fix thou-
fand: pounds of our money.. -But the caufe of this/decay
lies more in negligence, thanin the prefent ftate of the
maritime regions and iflands  beyond the caftern . mouth
of the Ganges,

To draw a | conclufienfrom the obflervations; made :
Though Bengal, by her induftry, yiclds to, Europe, of
manufadtures, .to the: annual .amount, of one million
five hundred .and feventy-feven. thoufand five hun-
dred pounds, for; which, {he receives nothing; yet,
Vou, III. k if

lxxxi

gions of eaft=
ern Afia.

Efimate of
the lofs

e
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of {pecie

to Bengal.
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if the balance. of her trade:with {Afia amounts to one
hundred thoufand  pounds; the may | flill: continue  to
flourifh under a proper: fyftem:clof 1intérnal regulation.
The paradox isichitherto fupportable by argument and
proof; but thereqfilllremain heavy articles/ to- be

il

broughtiinto the account againit Bengal.s! Semie of the
articles, from their complicated | nature; muft be:{tated
from opinion 2 Q@thers réft on' dncontrovertible! facs,
The eftimate, of the firft {halll be made as low as pof-
{iblev(The latter are eftabliflied beyond. the: power of
cavil itfelf.

A L ‘
The {pecie carried from Bengal by the ex=

pelled Naboby Gaflim Al is {uppofed £
to amount to i L S I, 250,000
Specie ¢arried away by men of property,
o - i i o

vho have deferted the kingdom fince
the power of. the company prevailed,

The expences of the war, for one whole
year, in the dominions of Suja-ul-Dow-
la, ‘at five lacks per month ;» which;

after. ‘deducting fifey 2lacks, paid;' by

treaty. by that prince; amounts to 125,000
Carry’ over 3,875,000

S pecie
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Lv113587 5,000

Spegia: [ent: from! Bengalitd paya bricade
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Lmu;}ht over

conififting, of foven! thoufand menyidtas

tioned: for five years;after the pedce,

at Aldhabad, at the;annuall expence

of fifteen lacks - - » g3/73500
Spedieféent  from that kingdom:to-Chmng

and -Madrafsy cincluding /the expenecs

of troops onlthe ecall, detached from

the cftablithment of [Behgal - 15,500,000
Specie brought to England ~ ~ 100,000
Exported of fpecie |+ = - =it 654%2;500
Deduét' the imports of bullion for twelvé

years; at the annual fum of one hun-

dred thoufand; pounds - - I,2005000

i ; . i ; P2
1?CCl‘CﬂrL‘ 1 tine fi':-:-:!_l.,: oOr ;..:":'.g_‘:ﬂ fnce 1.'1::
(- L T g
accellion of the company to-theagmi-

nion of that kingdom = ~

This ruinous fate of | the, .commerce of Bengal is; by
no means, exaggerated. . To[deprive eveny adverfany of
argumept, the calculations, are, by the; Aythor of the

- g ¥ 1
o |
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Enquiry,-purpolely rendered extremely low. A com-

e e B i b S Rarad s e s o I8 %
parative’  view ol e tormetr 1ituation of  that once
s o i L g gLl T B 1%." iald b ks 50
apulent kipedom with 1fs preient condifion -r}ll.l throw
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additiorial: dight- on! the fubje@. - In the days of the
empire, ithe balancelof trade| for which Bengal received
bulliony has heer)eftimated at L. 1,687,500
Dedudt thelannudl revenue fent in fpecie

to' Delhi; 154 = - - 1,250,000

Yearly acquifition i money - - 437,500

Thekingdom of Bengal, it Appears, hds not, in the midft
of her misfortunes, fallen off greatly from her former ex-
portsof manufa@ures. 'She fHll fcalustoEu:'opc, within'one
hundred and ten' thoufand pounu?s a-year of the quantity,
for which fhe received the above balance of bul lmn, in
the days of her profperity. ‘This, had not her (pec
beéen exported, would not have impoverifhed her! Lut
let ‘us fuppofc that her whole currency amounted ‘to
fifteen miillions ; the entire lofs of a third part of that
{um mult have inevitably diftreffed her'; and an annua
decreafe of near half a million muft, if not prevented,
in a few years, totally ruin the little commerce that
ftill remains:”  The profpeét is gloomy. ' Phe “taxes
muft be Teflénéd, and " the 'tuin, which we' kave brought
on an ‘unfortumate’ country,” WilF“fecoil upoh 'our-

felves.

"ol 1 o
Toilluftrate: the arghments By-rcomparifon. o1 Wiere
{ | | 3 y = - i i B
the paper-currency’ of! GreatoBrivain totally fupprafied,
2 £ o 4 l-
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and her gold and filver curréncy, whichi'is eftimateddtieven
millions, lefe for the! putpofesof tradeand taxation] ieris
evideiit, that ruinous confequences mafbeniue;! buenene
will pretend to affirm, ‘that thenation, by fuelva mealure,
would?become one farthing poorer than before) 2 T'rade,
hovwever, from the want of a fufficient quantity of the
fighs ‘of wealth and property, wodld Be éramped in all
its veins. The intereft of money, infpite of laws, weuld
rile to_an enormous pitch, « The fame want of curren-
cy, would, at the fame timg; become fuch a check npon
luxury, that the price of labour, and efpecially of provi-
fions, would fall, unlels the latter were keptup by rigo-
roufly inforcing the prefent taxes without abatement.
The price of provifions, in that cale, would rife every
day, and the poor would daily become lefs able to pur-
chafe, The people would, in a very few years, be ftript
of all theis property, and national begeary would be fol-

lowed by national ruin.

Bengal; from, the deereale:of her {pecie, fecls, in fad,
the. miferies;which we have in_fpeculation juftdefcribed.
Were not her taxesjinforced by oppreflion,, provifions
would fall in proportion to the decreafe ofswealth; fup-
pofing the number of inhabitants and ftate of cultiva-
ol to.continvecthefamennBut: the: rever{e/|happens,
Grom out lendeavouring €o keep up the revenuesta their

r
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formier E’ht’“l:. The farmer cannot [cll his {r,um without
g I}l'!{'.';.‘_] which bears.a ;‘1{“*\@1[10“ to -the rents which he
isiobliged. to, pay; whillt his cultivation decreafes for want
of a {ufficient ftack. '.i‘hu confumer, at the fame time,
mult, have food. o If he isia manufadurer-or labourer,
he muft raife bis goods or his, wages tol anfwer the pm,\.,
of bicad.... The evils of a1 forced fate of fociety encreafe,
Famine; with all itsihorrors,, enfues; and, by {weeping
away fomemillions, of wretched l:»f:t)}}]f:, gives, tojthe

unhappy furvivors, the relpite of a few years.

Obfervations on M onopolies.,

TIIE- Monopolies ‘eftablithed by the ﬂ:t'v'*nts of the

. Company in Bengal, furnifh‘an ample field for ani-
madverfion. " But'other writers have al n.:tdy occupicd
that''prévitice: '“THe“Brevity 'which the"Author of the
Enquity has prefcribed to his work; induces himy'¢6 pafs
lightly over ground that has been troddén’ béfore, “Te'is
fuperfluous’to infilt upon the prejudice which Monopoly
has'donie 'to' the natral righes'of the Natives. and'o the
priv r]urru", which thc; p{}i"*ﬁu! by “prefcription;’ from
Defpotifm 1tlclf.’ “This part”of “th€"™{tbjc@ “has been
1.

handled ‘with*‘ability' by others'# wt el flightly touch

110 Rt Ras aleamed o e PH Ak
upon wnat [ias elcaped I,h:, r oblers ation.
-
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Sale, in almoft every country, is one of the neceflaries
of life, I Bengal, which' fill Containts néar hfteen’ mil-
lions of people, 'the confumption of thisidrticle muft’be
very great; for, befides what they thefnfelves conlime,
they mix great quantities’ with the food of' their cattlé,
Salt is produced by filtrating’ the ‘edrth néar the mouths
of ‘the' Ganges, and” by “then’ botting the'water- which 'is
impregnated with faline particles, The procefs is fimple
and cheap, ‘where’ wood for' fuel cofts' nothing.' ' The
low price at which ™ falt "could’ ‘Be'conveyed through all
the branches of the Ganges, readered it an advantageous
article of trade with the inland ports. of Hindoftan.
Great quantities were fent to Benaris and Mirzapour,
from the markets of which, the provinees ofl Oud ‘and
AllahabAd, the territories of the Raja of Bundela; and
of all the petty princes of the kingdom, of Malava, were
fupplied.., This trade, by a focicty tof Monopelifts in

Calcutta, was feized in. the year 37.65. ., Avarice got

srefent gain cut

the better of prudence; and a rage for

off all future profpeéts: . The article of  {alt was railed
two hundred pez cent.;-and the foreign purchafers, find-
ing that they could be fupplied at a much icheaper: rate
with rock-falt from the dominions of the Rohillas near

Delhi, ‘this valuable commerce at once was loft.

Ixxxvii

on the rein-
ous
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Monopolics Beetle-nut and Tobacco have, by the firength of fia-
g bit, becotie almoft neceffiries of dife in Hindoffan, "The
firft is produced in'many’ parts’ ‘of the'Decan’; "and the
latter is cultivated ‘over 'all” the empire.” There was,
however, a confidérable exportation from Bengal in thefe
articles ; “and it, unfortunately for'that countty, ttraded
the notice of the Monopolifts.  But, as if Monopolies
were not fufhicient to deftroy the inland commerce 'of
Bengal, with the reft of Hindoftan, an edi@® was iflued,
in the year 1768, prohibiting all the fervants ‘of the
Company, the free merchants, Armenians, Portuguefe,
and all' foreigners' whatfoever, from: catrying goods be-
yond the Timits of our province, under the pain of con-
fifcation, and the fevereft punifthments inflicted on their

| agents.

i | The Direc The Court of Dire@ors, it is but juftice to declare,
Orsvindicat-
ed

have invariably oppofed the above-recited deftru@ive
monopolies. - But the commands of fugitive and tran-
fient mafters are weak in oppofition to intereft. ' The
flu@tuations'in'Leadenhall- treet, deprived the mandates
which iffued from it-of all' their' authority 5 and the pre-
{idency abroad frequently’ received ‘orders, from their
conftituents at home, with the fame inattention that the
Nizam 'of Golconda would pay to ‘the Firméin of the

unfortunate
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unfortunate Shaw Allum, . The Diredtors; in, fhort, are
onlys to blame in:an acquiefcence, o, 4 difobedience to
the orders. of. their p!'cdccuﬂbis in.office; ,Camying fre-
quently the animofity of . prier contention r into; their
meafures;, they forgot. the attention due_to their own
power,,in the pleafure of fecing a {lug thrown on that of
their opponents. . They are-alfo blameable for the fuf-
picious. veil of fecrecy with which they affeét to cover
their affairs, - The door of information is, in fome mea-
fure, thut.up ;. the infegior {ervants are precluded, by an
illsfounded fear,. from laying open, to -themithe flate of
Government, abroad, and it was perhaps.the intereft of
their foperior fervaats,to conceal a part of, the, truth.
Subftantial darknefs has.tby thefe meansfettled on ob-
jedts, which, it is even the intercft of the Company,, as

swell as of the nation, fhould be known to the world.

Modle qf collecling the. Revenuies.,

HE princés,  whomywe!raifed in, Bengal;  vanifhed

impetceptibly fromitheir! thrones: Light and unfub-
{tantial as the fhew of power with which, lasin!derifion,
we invefted them; they. difappéared,. like! Romulus, ‘but
without a/ftorm. ;| The bencfits.derived from former re-
volutionsjiereated a love of change; and the angel of
Vor. 1. 1 death,

o R

Fagitive
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death,”if ‘not" our friend;’ was opportune ‘m'“ his' fre-
quent' vifits 6/ "thé Mafnud. " In¢the Eourfe’ &f fva
i years|/ three ' Nabobs© éxpired ;" and'“thé unfledged “fo-
vereion; 'whoacceded <to the | nominal goveriment ' of
Bengal londthes MarchiVéf 1950, has enjoyed “alréa-
dy; i confidering thertinies, ‘a long reign.” ' ‘Nabobs, ' to
own the/truthy> are 'uleleli s and’ chey are difmiAdd o

)

theirfathers, ‘without'either cere mony or noile,
Nabobs, Tt thie‘yedt' 1565, WHOH the demil® of Jaffier, Whon
we had, for the firfl time, raifed in 1757 to the g0~
vernment for his convenient treachery to his mafter,
Nijim~ul-Dowla;" his"fon by'a common proftitute, ‘was,
inithe “eighteenth  year ' of 'his ‘age, " placed upon ‘the
throne, in' the capital 'of Mithedabdd. ' Soon’ 4ftcr the
accellion of this iprinee, ‘4 noble governor, on the part of
the Company, arrived at Calcutta, aiid executed the treaty
whicly has furnilhed materials ‘for a preceding feétion.
i Mahommed ' Riza, a man of Ief§ integrity than' Abilitics,
was 'made prime: minifter; activity being a virtue more
neceffary to the intention’ of “his' ‘création’ thih honefly,
1 The ‘wretched Nijim-ul-Dowld"'was''d therd’ ndmés 4
| figure of ftate’'more ' defpicable; if poffible, 'than’ the
meannels of his'family ‘and parts.”” The whole executive
goverament'turned upon' Mahommed Riza. ' 'A’tefidens
was fent from ‘Calcutea 'to -check' the' accounts’ of Fhe

3

nominal
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nominal; goyerpment; . as if one man, who knew,very
little of the language,: manners; sandj opipions;.of; the
people, could , prevent., the frauds. of an| apthul, miniltes,
and ten thoufand of his dependents, grled in tlie;mandge-
ment of finance. .. The confequence miight s beioforefeen
with little penetration, Unabley:and perhapsiunwilling
to. oppofe the current, the refident, fell- dewnwith the
fircam, and became fo far.a . check) upon, Mahommed]
that he appropriated to himfelf a part of what the mi-
nifter. might otherwife have thrown into, his, .owh trea-

{ure.

Mahommed Riza, as a fmall falary of office; -feceived
annually  one hundred and twelve thotfand five -Hun-
dred pounds, with: three hundred and feventy: five thous
fand pounds a-year. to be diftributed. in penfions among
his friends. | - The, minifter, with; his, other,goad:qualit
ties, had no local attachment;to frictidsd) They wetel oF;
various  complexions, and rreligions 5 fairsfased, Huig-
peans, as,well as fvarthy Indiansy; and, -though! profedi
ing Mahommedanifm, bimfelf,, he was:fo fn from: being
an enemy. to. the uncircumcifed, 1. that:itss Haid, the ;moft
of his_penfions and -gratwitics \were,; beltoyed on good

Chiriftians bern in Great Britain andrefand. |, Mahom,

med; however, did not takeiup hiswhple time with.adts,

& ) 5 sl o
of benevolence to cur nation. ..He ;‘:.p?_:a:d himfelf to

l 2 bufinefs;

Mahommed
Riza Chan.
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bufinefs ; and he was ‘more rigidiinexecuting) s the
government whichithe revolted Nabobs | had (;h-.alnl:ﬂmd
13 Bangal;y) than dond s of mtrodueing,linnovations- more

tavourable; to; the, prefpetity of the country.

o

m r 1 1 . 1 1
1 he Nabobs of Bengal, it has heen already obferved,

hegan the ruinqus poliey,.of farming out thelands an-
nually 5 leaving the wretched tenants to: the {}pp!‘tﬂiun
and tyranny of temporary Zemindars. . At the com-
mencement of every year, there is a general congrefs. of
all the great farmers, atithe eapital of Bengal ; which
meeting is, in the language of the cot *"WL'n'Ji called Punea.

The objec of the congrefs is to fettle the accounts of the

former year, and to_give the lands fer another, to. the
higheft bidder., ‘The competition between the farmers
is favourable to th private intereft of Mahommed Riza,
and his friend the l'L't';LIi.f[]T." but it is deftru&ive to the

i~

poor, and.confequently to the Company’s affairs,

] i G '| i i o B e ol G s
I-:"" CI'.I.E‘J.?E_QQ oI traveil '!g Irom the more 11:.1;::51L

divifions of the provinge; and the expence of ]",'in-'*' n
the capital, are but a very inconfiderable part of the lofs
of the farmers in this ‘i.”-.i".t to court. KPretences are never
vanting to intimidate them, on_ account of their paft
conduét ; and where no competitors offer of themfelves,
fome are created by the minifter, to.aile anxicty, and

terror,
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¢error. 1 Prefents areian inf: alliblevnrentedyfor : qlaatis

all!’ enquiries® 1ato forohes | coppreffichssw dndra

Ahiiey
URoe

fecures to themyithe npower ol 1@XerC gl for anothér

yedr, their - tyFafinies’'over{'the UI:!mpp_‘- tenamnts? Vet

the farmers

would be endlefs to trace the

upon this occalions’it would:be dlfucuft to “expole all

ph e erpit dor o PR LIALLL fsnall

the “artfal villany “of "the nrimiicr. he’ Zémindars,
4 st rionat braciataiat iy nU RSl T s

however w l._..lhl ¥y thcy may oC, [_L.."'_‘{I. H!L.',-‘-l.--,‘. crty, as not
t6 be able to make 1p ‘the balaness- of “the' preceding

1 T i "-| A
i€y have“even Brenkhown’to ¢arry’ tTJ'E'i."-T’:E

(|
I
VL

year. Tl
o’ i o o |
{6 far, as to fuffer a’fevere’ whipping before they would

“

pmducc their money.

The avarice of Mahommed Riza is the' caufe of this
unmanly behaviour in the wretched farmers, When
they feem tich; the impoft is raifed ; and the bribe muft
in proportion be greater. ‘Their love of money is often
nore powerful ‘than’ the fear of bodily pain. When
thev have lonog oroaned under the lafh, fome banker or

® o o
money-broker appears, who, for the exorbitant intereft

: P _
of tén' per cent. per month, difcharges the debt.” The

1

-' 1 ™ i
1;1;'1‘-.1::1‘:. by 'fuch means as thefe, often deceives the vigi-
lance of the minifter and refaident, and obtains his lands

= 1 1 o e
for another vear, becaufe ‘no one elfe will offer a {um

which the poficflor finds fo much difficulty to pay.

A” friethd, "in ‘the fecret, oives [fecurity for the rents;

o

mode of
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and a prelent,-thrown into; the hands: of the minifter,

{ufpsnds,; for the:time; the difcipline-of the whip.

In theyear w767, thes Author of the Enquiryy who
refided, at;the timey-in dehgaly (had . the curioﬂ:t.-' to
calculate these: epeneecof the Bundubuft, lor yedrly fettle-
ment. He formed)hisefbidatd froni the accounts of
various Zemindars, and he avers, without exaggeration,
that.thei,expencés amounted. to twenty={even and one-
halt:ipsr) etntl off sthedrents «of (their Jlandssswhick
may, amount.to,a -milliefi fterling: . Thefe: trivial pe -
quifites,were - [hared between Mahommed Riza,* his
friends, and the bankers' of . MurfhedabAd, « The place
of. the - Comyq pany srefident avithe Durbir; or the court
of the i\'dh{fl}}, was HoONESTLY  worthione hundred and

fifty; thoufand pounds a-year.

Thele embezalements.and. fraudulent pradlices; were
not, however; fo detrimental to the Company’s affairs,
from the adual decreafe in the revenues, as:from the
general depravity of mapners;and; the oppretliens which
they introduced. . When the: fources of government are
corrupted, they, poifon the whole.. fttgam, BEvdry petty

officer in the ftate, every cleck of the revenues, affumed
the tyrant in his own depargment. . Juftice was totally
fulpended ; and the fear of being plundered | by .8 fupes

rior,




UNDER/TEHE EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

rion; was- the conly: check’ that' remained " againft “the
commiflion of ) the:moft:latrocious ‘erimes.’”  Every lin-
ftance of abftaining from the moft cruel oppreflions,
proceeded. from: indolence = fevery adk of 1tyrapny from
the Jove  of money. The diffemper-ofiavarice, (in 'the
extreme, deemed . tosdnfedt dlly whom it wrathy of God

againft;a-devoted peopley hadiplaced liapower.

"The, confequences-of thishmoderrof “letting “the lands
of Bengal, wete fuch ‘as ‘might;with liete foréhight,
have beenexpedtdd ; had 'not ftronger imprefizons, than

thofe  of ‘teafon -been! neceflary to convince' nien” of 'a
profitable error. | Nothing in the conqueércdprovinces
was  premeditated bat rapine. " Every- thing," ‘bt plun-
der; was! left 'to chance and neceflity, who impofe “their
own laws. . The farmers, having no eertainty ‘of holding
the lands beyond the year, made no improvements.
Their profit:muft be immediate; 'to ' fatisfy 'the hand of
Avarice, which'was fufpended over their heads. Im-
prefled iwith the' uncertainty of their fituation, they
raifed the rents) to' the' laft’ farthing, on the wretched te-
nants’s whoy unwilling ‘to’ forfake their ancient habita-
tions (and thoufehold ' gods, * fubmitted ' to impofitions
which 'they could not 'pay. = They looked up to Hea-
ven in’ their diflrefs ; ‘but no ‘redrels remained for the
wietched.

XCv

confequences
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Year after year brought new tyrants, or confirmed the
old, in the practice of their former o;rprciﬂm1:. T'he
tenants being, at length, ruined, the farmers were un-
1]‘ ! K. 1 TR - [ T =43 -
able to make Epml. their contracts with government.

Their cruelty to their inferiors recoiled, at length, on

themfelves, }-Lz.’:_'r of them were bound to ftakes and
whipped ; - but. their poverty ceafed to be 'feigned.
Their -::mupl.unu were heard in every fquare of Murfhe-
dabad; and not a few of them expired in.agonies, under
the lafh. Many of the inferior tenants, reduced to de-
{pair, fled thc country, hoping to derive from other
defpotifms, that lenity, which our indolence, to fpeak
e bcﬁ' of ourfelves, EEL"E?ECL]. Thofe that remained

were deprived of. the fmall ftock neceflary for. cultiva-

tion; and a great I:Lart of the lands lay wafte.  Every
e ¥ e q
.f-‘rﬁ'.‘crz‘.-r;:-r l "9“5"-‘5 1t incumbent L'“:‘J.] num to l{ur:-'l‘.- Up thu

revenucs. to their imn*cr pitch ; but, in fpite of the per-
mitted cruelty of Mahommed Riza, they continued,
every year, to decrcafe. It could not have happened
otherwile; unles Heaven had wrought miracles as a

reward for our VIRTUES,

In proportion ds an unfortunatc peaple became lefs

able to bear the eftablithed taxation, the modes of
C{I]I,ﬂmrr it became more oppreflive. Seven entire
battalions were added to our military eftablithment to

enforce
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bread)fhewed an ‘inclination to raife the price of their r il
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expect’ ‘The' prices’ muft “be kept “down'; but ' this

could ' not'be 'donc'without violénee, Provifions became
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countries; and thus they furnithed another caufe of the
decline of fpecic in the kingdom.  Thele foreign col-
leGors ‘maintained a ‘numerots train' of needy depen-
dents, whe, under the protection of 'their tyrannical
mafters, affumed the privilege of rapine and peculation.
Venality ceafed to be a erime; and dexterity in"the art
of 1mpofition, was deemed a recommendation to the firft
offices of truft.

Mahommed Riza made it his invariable policy to
keep the fervants of the Company in ignorance of the
true {tate of affairs; and when any deception was prac-
tifed, another was formed to conceal it from view. He
entered into a collufion with many of the farmers.
Occalional accounts were framed ; and the ufual ac-
counts were ftudioufly involved in inextricable confu-
fion. Men, averfe to trouble, throw them afide; and
neglec their duty in, their indolence. The {fervants of
Mohommed. Riza not only efcape cenfure, but retain
their places; and thus iniquity furnifhes to itfelf a new
field, for a repetitionof its execrable talents.

To. inveltigate the various demands and [extortions
of the Aumins, or, the protectors of the people, who, in-
ftead of defending, pillage their charge, would be end-
lefs, Thele, by a collufion with“the Zemindars, prey
with




UNDER THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

with them on the unfortunate tenants, The Go-
méftas, or -agents, Dellols, Pikes, Pikars, Burkandaz,
and other vermin, employed in the colleétion and in-
veftment, eftablith a thoufand modes of oppreffion and
extortion. : An_ ignorant and unhappy people fee thefe
officers of government through the medium of, fear;
and comply, in- melancholy filence, with their exorbi-
tant demands. No colletor, not even, his  principal
fervant, travels over any part of his diftrict, without
impofing upon the village in which he chufes to reft, a
taxof rice, fowl, kid, fruits, and every other luxury of
the table, for himfelf and his dependents. He alfo
levies fines, at pleafure, for frivolous, offences, and under
various, and often falle pretexts. The crime coriﬁ&g,
in the ability. of the_perfon to pay the fin¢; and no-
thing but excefs of mifery and poverty is fafe from the
griping hand of Avarice.

The Zemindars, or principal farmers, copy ~the
officers of government, in tyranny. The Riots, or
wretched tenants, are forced to give their’ labour gra-
tuitoufly, to this tranfitory lord of a year, whenever he
chufes to employ their toil in his fields, when their
own farms lie wafle for want of cultivation. There is
not one, article of confumption with which the poor
tenants are not obliged to fupply the general farmer.

‘m 2 The

of the col=
lectors.
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Paldmdas r the fvour and 11H lent .
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Nabobs, hold, by grants from their pattons, extenfive tradts
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limits :_Ji their impericct  grantsy,.  this encroachment
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v the rights of the Company: is, however, a kind .of
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benefit to the peopie. I'he polictior ol the grant, con
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fiders thelands which it Lluiczlmcs, as his own property;

and heé is, from a natural felfithnefs; morefa friend to his

inferiors than the fugitive Zemindariof 4 year.
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muft ‘defcend into more particulars. The frauds and
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oppreflions committed in Bengal, in the colleétion of the

fevenue, ate as various as i]m} are without number.

The interior policy fubfifting in that kipgdom, will

throw new light on thie 1L11 et.. Some of the hmdr: n

Bengal go under the defignation of Cor nar, having ne

native tenants, being cultivated by x-‘agmn: hufbandmen,
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akes llm iently large tradls of thefe lands upon
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contain’‘every’ thing 'but| the’ truth; and this 'mede,
from our indolence, becoming molt profitable to' the
Zemindar, " ke wifhes ' to' depopulate the''country; in

forme meafure, for his own gain

'The Jands, which are under the immediate manage-
ment of government, are, in the language of the coun-
try, called Cofs. . They differ from the Comdr in: vari-
ous particulars, Stewards are appointed to {uperintend
them, without the power of making new contracts with the
tenants, or of raifing upon them the rents, being account-
able only for the rents of the lands, as they ftand upon
the rolls of the diftrit. Thefe rolls, however, are in ge-
neral falfe and defedive. Some lands, to ferve particular
friends, are greatly under-rated; and others are entirely
concealed by the addrefls of the ftewards. ' To grant cer-
tain immunities: to: the ftewards themfelves;, was former]y
much in praéticer < 'They wete permitted to poflefs; for
their fubfiftence, gardens, paftures; pondsfor fifh;iand
fields ‘for rice. ' Thefe privileges have been greatly en-
larged fince Bengal fell' under the Company; cand: the
ftewards have fixed no-decent! bounds totheit: ehcroach~
ments.

The lands diftinguithed by the name of Riotty, are
poffefled and cultivated by the native inhabitants under
Zemindars, or farmers, who contract for them with go-
vernment for an annual fum. The rents are partly le-
vied,
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vied ona meafurement; and, partly on,the, yarious pro-
ductions which ard feat to market, and converted  into
money; by the farmer.; /The ruinous effe@s of this mode

of colle¢ting the revenue have,beeh -already explained.

There are, befides, great quantities of wafte lands, which

are of ‘two kindd " 12fids “frick“ ofP“the public “books,
at''a“fofmer “period, which afd now" ctltivited, but

not brought to' accounti and fuch “as arc really

wafte, which comprehend “at lealt"‘one fourth part of

Béngal. “Of 'the ‘former “there “are 'many large fertile

tradts, well cultivdted, which Have been appropriated by
Zemindars and their ‘dependents; and they find ‘means,

in their accounts, with an indolent government; to ‘avoid

all fcrutiny into their ufurpations.

Toradd to the mifmanagement, lands are fetapart for and en-
almoft évery officer: under the governments amode o e
falary whichymakes:noappearance fupon the annual ac~
counts;| | but which; notwithftanding; amounts to'more
than all the apparent charges of colle&ion.: , Great hurt
arifes)ito ;therevenues from: this pradtice; and, the
abufe fublifts without réformation: 'Fhe-lands' of -all
the officers ought inftantly to be refumed, and their fa-
laries to be paid out of the exchequer. Many of the
colle€ors have allo impofed partial dutieshupon the fub-
ject; and thus have added oppreflion and injuftice to
the people, to their ufurpations upon government.
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which the plan may have, cannot yet be eftimated
with precifion. Were we,  however, to judge from
the improvements, in. Burdwan, which has been under
the management of a very able, fervant for fome years
paft, and has greatly encreafed in revenue and popula-
tion, the new regulations will be attended with very con-
fiderable advantages to the Company. But even Burd-
wan owed part of its profperity to the mifery and diftrefs
of the furrounding diftri@s. The plan adopted will be
far from effe@uating the reformation and encreafe of the
revenue which are now required ; for the balance of the
revenue could, in the year 1770, hardly difcharge the
four hundred thoufand pounds paid annually to govern-
ment. . If our information is juft, what mighty advan-
tages have the Company derived from their great acqui-

fitions in Bengal ?

Idea of the prefent Government of Bengal.

THE total fufpenfion of all juftice, among the natives

of Bengal, “was another  caufe of 'national decay.
Men who' retaitied ‘fome property in" {pite of the vio-
lence of the times, ‘inftead of being protected by Bri-
tith laws, found that they had not even the juftice of a

defpot to depend upon when they were wronged. The

Total ful-
enfion of
all juftice.

officers of the Nabob, As THEY WERE CALLED, com-

Vor. I1IL n mitted
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mitted every [pecies of viclencej under the' prétence of the
orders of the Company. « When any perfon conmplained
to the governor andicouneily he was reférred  back to
thofe very men of whom he had complained. ‘The
heavy crime '6f 'having appealed ‘to' Britith juftice” was
thrown ‘i’ his “faeey by oppreffors” who ‘were ‘at once
Judges and “party y and'tuin ‘and corporal punifhment
were' ‘added''to” his“other wrongs.,'” The fpirit 'which
afferts the matural rights of ‘mankind, 'was" called info-
lenicey il it 'was totally' broken by opprefiion ;- and men
were even ‘cautions in'venting' their complaints in {Eerét,
fearing othat'the very walls ‘of their moft private apart-
mients Jiad’ eavsl

Thefe grievances,  however, proceeded not fromi/ the
inhumanity,of the Britifh 'governors in Bengali ©'The
Author of -the Enquiry-cansavery ! from peifonal Know-
ledge, that thenfueceflors  of -a- ‘certain’ noble dodd were
menbof probity and hotiour,” eneniles to opprefhion and
cruelty of every kind, But the whole weight of fiichia
monftrous and heterogeneous chaos of government;, con-
filting “of 'milifary, political, commercial ‘and judicial
affairs, fallifg upon'the thoulders' bf méd unexperienced
in the regulation and management of the great machine
of flate} it was impoflible for thém 't give ‘the neceffary
attention’to alll departmeénts. “"The multiplicity of af-
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fairs overwhelmed  them  with fits< weights and ) the
kingdom ‘fuffered more from a totalowant of fyftem,

than from-any premeditated defigni

The courts of juftice, which the wifdem of the houfe
of Timur had eftablithed in, the gities, and| various divi-
fions of the provinces, were either annihilated, or. they
loft . their power under the fummary defpotifm of, the
revolted Nabobs. . - Mahommed ;Riza, as the .ading
minifter, had:the whole executive  powerin his hands ;
and-thofe who, retained the, name of judges ;were only
the executioners of hispartial and violent decifions. The
Company’s governor could not, in the nature of things,
enter into the caufe of every individual, in a very popu-
lous kingdom. :When he confulted his-own ' eale, he
yielded to-aikind of neceflity 5 -and -he had 'to-his own
confcience the  plaufible excufe of having ‘remanded  the
complaints 'to: ‘the. judgment of!la man- Who'Svas*per-
fectly acquainted with the manners, cuftoms' and pre-
judices of the natives.

But even friendfhip dtfelf willinot . permit the ‘Writer
of the Enquiry to. juftify, the political condudt of any
of thofe. men who poflefied the fupreme power in Ben-
gal. Many. regulations, obvious in themfelves, might
have been formed y-many, pernicious practices . be: abo-

n 2 lithed,

Impolitic and
roinous
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lifhed; whiclihave been ‘continued “either through neg-
ligonde ormotivesoof artotherkind,>: 'Among ithe latter;
ought; tolibenmumbered 1the veuftony of firiking voupecs
every 1 year,loand iffuing them toyt at:five per centum
above;the areab iwicight:andiiftandard. ~To explain the
{ubjett,ivan doyir diffeftationd muflafbeiintreduced. v iThe
new: coined | foupegs are-iffued from the mint at fixteen
per:cehtim moresthamthe:current rotipee;-a coin merely
imaginaryy foothe:convenicrce of reducing all moneyto
a-certain:denominftion.oEheSicca Toupee; as the coin
1s called,1continues torcireulate;iat the above valtie; tild
towardsithe:latter end rof ‘the firft: year. . The dealers
in moneyy as:the lroupee lofes three: per eentum;; of s
value at the beginning of the fecond year, refufc to Jex
ceive it in payment, without a deduétion of one or twe

pet eentum as it advancesito that period.

In the beginning of the/fecond year; the Toupce; by this
moft/prepofterous; of all regulations; . has -loft, three-per
centum of itsimaginary value.  In this mianner it contitues
gradually-to fall,» till ‘the: third:year after \Coinageyoand;
from that timerforward it remains-at eleven| pericentim,
the intrinfic value/of the filver. . The: pofiefor of the
roupee may:-then, upon:the payment .of-three per:cén-
tum’ to: the mint; have the fame re-coinedinto a new
Sicca-of the;imaginary value rof “fixteenio pericentumn

This
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This gain of twol per centum is intended las -an induce~
ment to bring in the filvérys that. the government ma¥y
have an opporfunitys eveny Jyéar, of tobbing ithe public
of three per centum upon the| greatei|partsof. their cur=
rent {pecie. +To {upportithis - mdft siniquitous fyftem,
thel revenues. are diredted to: becpaidsinb theb new.Sicca
roupees,’: otherwift! the nvoneéy-changer; will make fuch
dedudions, as: muft occafionoawery confiderable lofsito

the unfortunate peoples - Fhis-evibis dttended by:an=

ather. ' "The eourfe ofieéxchange m the rmarkets rvaries:

toward! the worft;! ' fromy: this:cruel -regulation. by igo=
vernnient, frony combinations among; the:bankers;:and
the demand for ‘particular Toupees; to difcharge thereves

Nue.

This mode of levying an annual tax en: the filver-cur-
rency, is not of the invention of the Britifh governors
of Bengali|Fhe  regulation -derived 2 its: firftlexifterice
from-the well-known: bankersy the; Jaggat:Seats; of Mur-
fhedabidy irvthe fhort reign. of the inconfiderate Surage-
ul-Dowla.: The errondies) il its being adopted. s1/But
we:drop> this partoof therfubjecty andiretusmitoithe pre-
fent ftate of povernment.. :»To do jultice:to theiGourt
of Dire&prs;:theirrepeated orders have checked ithe vio-
lence and rapineof-the nominal government ofithe:Na=
bobuin8eme! of sthe Comparly’s fervants fuperintend;in
various
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various divifions of the country, the colledion : of
the revenue., The penfion, and ‘emoluments of Ma-
hommed -Riza have been leflened with his power.
The kingdom, in point of civil regulation, if civil
regulation can exift ‘without | régular courts of jultice,
is on ‘a better footing than before.  But much re-
mains to ‘be done! The, diftrefles of an unfortunate
people continue to increale, through caufes which muft
be explained.

General Obfervaiions.

THE idea of the prefent ftate and government of

Bengal conveyed, in the preceding fedions, jufti-
fiesthe following conclufion, That the Company, in the
management of thdt great kingdom, have hitherto mif-
taken theiriown intereft. To increale the revenues was
the péint'to which their'fervants 1nvariably direéted their
atterition; but'the means employed defeated their views,
and beeatiie raifious to a’people’whom their'arms had
fubdued. '© ‘Though they ‘expofeed 'the “fpecie, ‘though
they checked' commerce by monopoly, “theyheaped op-
preflion upon ‘additional ‘taxes, s if ‘rigour ‘were ‘necef-
fary to'power.

Much
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Much penetr: ation'was not necefiary ‘to dilcover, that
it was not by the revenues of ‘Bengal alone that either the
BritifH nation ‘'or the Company were to be enrichied. A
country deftitute” of mines,” deprived of foreign ‘com-
merce, muft, however epulent from better times, in the
end be 'éxhaufted. '111c tranfitory acquifition, upon the
epinion that all the fpecic of 'Bengal "had ‘centered
Great Britain, would have no defirable effe®, The fu-
oitive wedlth would glide through our hands; and we
Would have only our folly to regret, when the fources
would happen to become dry., . Bengal, without ruin to
itlelf, could fpare none of its {pecie; and the objecs to
which our aim fhould Have been direfted, are as obvious

TxXr 1
- f

as they are falutary, We ougit to have ehcouraged

;:.3

agriculture, the trade with the reft of Afia, and internal

manufacture,

Agriculture conftitutes the wealth (:F-:f.'cr}r {tate, not

mcrcl}f commcrui;t}. Bengal,, 2 ki WL om fix hundred

miles in len; gth, and.threc hundred in breadth; is com-

pofed of ong waft plain of the moft festilerfoil fin | the

;.'r

world. . Watcred by many navigable, pivers,, inbabited

by fifteen millions of indu ﬂ rious people, capable of pro-

3 {r i = ¢ 2
ducing provifions for double the number, - s, appears

from the defarts which oppreflion has made; it feems

marked

deduced

from the
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marked out, by the hand of Ndture, as the moft advan-
tageous regionlof the carth foragriculturéy| Where taxes
are-moderate; where.fecurity: of property is!joined to a
rich. foil, cultivatien | will encreafe, the neceflaries of life
will become cheap,! as well as the grofs) materials which
manufacturers require. . -Manufaétures; . by thefe means,
would .not only; fall -in; their,price;) but they would be
produced in.a greater, quantity 3 larger inveftments
might be made by, the, Gompany, the confumption
would encreafe, and the profits rife. Bengal can;in
fhort, be only ufeful in the profperity and induftry of its
inhabitants. Deprive it of the laft remains of its wealth,
and you ruin an unfortunate people, without enriching

yourfelves.

In the place of thofe placid regulations, which render
mankind ufeful to their lords, we fubftituted, with pre-
pofterous policy, force, the abrupt expedientof barbarous
conquerors. The preflure of taxation has, in the
{pace of a few years, trebled the price of provifions of
all kinds. - The Company have, inthe mean time, been
endeavouring, by every poffible meafure; to encreafe their
inveltments, without raifing the price. . Various opprel-
fions have, for this purpofe, been adopted. This wretch-
cd expedient is of ‘fhort duration. . - The manufacturer

6 may,
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mayy: for one year, perhaps fortwoy redouble his indud-
trys4 > but/whilfe the! works: ofichisthands i foroed-from
him)avia ftatedsand atbitrary pricejodhe [inkswnderran
uncommon »effort;.! fubjed ito ! defpairs Fle. principal
fervants: of the Company, to conceal-gheevil;have' found
themfelves obligedy either to remitinfthe quality of the
goods, vor/ to raife the'price’to the manufadtarer.” "Both
expedients have been in’patt adopted; ‘but'it'is’‘a’tém-
porary remedy, without the“hopes of “‘effecluating” a

CUurc.

THe reafons alréady mentioned have eontributed to de-
firoy the trade’sf Bengallwith'the reft'of "Afia,’ Mer-
chants can only procure the gleanings of the“Company.
The quality is inferior, and the prices high. Nations,
formerly {upplied from Bengil, “found» themfelves under
the neceflity.rof 'eftablithing manufadtures’ofthe fame

kind ‘at-home, ‘or to adapt’ their. clothing to ' their

poO=
|
verty. Argument ‘on this head: is {uperfluous. *The

plan muft'be totally and ratficaily chanped.’ “The quel-

tion is not to oblige the people:torbecome filk-winders,
{pinners and ‘weaversyand totake the fruits of their la-
bour; asiit is praétifed, at'prefent; ‘avanarbitrary price.
Induftry ‘cannotbie forced upém| a péople; ' let them de-
rive'advantage! from itoilyvand cmndolence *fhall Jofe - its
Vor. 111, 0 hold,
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hold. Ingenuity expires under the foolith di:i-potiﬁn

which defeats its own ends ; and human nature, in its
moft wretched/ftate, revelts againft labous, which pro-

duces nothing but an increale of toil,
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