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A confpiracy.

™ H E great abilities of Akbar confirmed the houfe of Timur

on the throne, and eftablifhed tranquillity over all their

vaft conquefts in India. Vigorous in his meafures, with-

out tyranny, he imprefied the minds of mén with "“awe, and
checked that {pirit of difcord and private ambition, which had pre-
vailed in more fecble reigns.:  Goverament becoming fettled and
uniformiin its regulations, thesarts of civil life began to increale

and flourith; among a people naturally induftrious-and mgenious.

The plendor of the court; the wealth of mndividuals, created a
Vor B gencral
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oencral tafte for pomp and magnificence; and the crowded levees
w

of the great, where all endeavoured to excel in the art of pleafing,
rendered the Indians equal in politencfs to the nations of Europe.
Learning was not unknown, if we exclude the abftrufe feiences.
The Arabian and Brahmin fyftems of p‘liicﬂ'h]ﬂ:v were ftudied ;

and the-powers of the mind were gencr ly cultivated and improved.

This character of civilization, it muft be confefled, tallies not

with the political condutt Lai’ thepeople.  But neceflity and {elf-

=)

prefervation make a kind of apology for crimes under defpotifm,
which would be unpardon “‘L in a community governed by general
and known laws. In ftates |-11!.‘-”.‘.L"E to-arbitrary government, there
is no fecurity, no honour, no independence in private life. The
wation is divided into two forts of 1*{:;111L, the oppreflors and the
opprefied.  Every man of {pirit, of family, and of fortune, muft,
in felf-defence, endeavour topoffefs’a fhare‘of the government
under which he was born. “When he ftarts forth from obfcurity,
he muft adopt the political principles of his country, or be ruined
1 all his [L‘hL‘mr:w', however repugnant thefe principles may be to
the general diftates of humanity, and’ the particular difpofition of
his own mind. The greateft virtues“therefore ‘are’often blended
with the worft vices ; and this cireumftajice’ pives a-variety and
ftrength of feature to Afiatic 'charadters,” unknown ' the fettled
governments of the weft.

Though the empire of the Mahommedans | in, India . was
not {o extenfive under  Akbar as At had been: under fome
princes of the Patan Dynafty, it comprehended a . vaft tract
of country, divided ' into twenty-two  provinces; each equal ito
fome kingdoms in wealth, fertility and u:;rc:;':". A fmall;part

nly of the Decan or fourthern peninfula of India.had been con-

¥ Kandahar, Ghizni, Cabal, Cafhmire, Lahore, Mouvltin, Qutch, i -.'.. Ajmere,
Sirhind, Delhi, Duib, Agra, Allahabad, Oud, Behir, Bengal, Oriffa, Malava,

Berir, Chandeifh, Guzerat.
;| 2
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JEHANGIRE

qucrcd: yet the dominions of the family of Timur, in their
northern and fouthern frontiers, fell under the a?li:r}-—ﬂw'th and
ninetenth ]_::11';115{,‘13 of latitude; and they extended themfelves,
from eaft to weft, about twenty-five degrees. The revenues,
according to the Imperial regifter, were thirty-two millions fter-
ling, received in the exchequer, exclufive of the cuftomary prelents,
and the eftates of the officers of the crown, which at their death
reverted to the emperor, and amounted, at a medium, to twenty
millions more of our money. Thefe immenfe fums were expended
in maintaining an army of three hundred thoufand horfe, as many
of foot, in fupport of the {plendor of the court, and in the falaries

of civil officers.

When the indifpofition of the emperor Akbar rendered him
incapable of attending to public bufinefs, the wligle weight of
government fell on. Chan Azim, the Vifier.. Selim, Albar’s
only furviving fon, notwithftanding the difputes which he had
formerly with his father; swas ftill looked upon as the heir of the
empite.  But the Vifier's danghter being married to Chufero, the
cldeft fon of Selim,, that minifter was defirous of placing the reins
of government in theihands of his {fon-in-law. — He was fupported
in this {cheme by many of the nobles; the moft enterprizing and
pnr-.‘.-'crl;'ul of whom/was Raja Man Singh, whaole fifter was the
mother of Chufero. The Raja, from the antiquity of his family,
and his own addrefs, commanded all the Hindoo intereft in the
empire’; 'and he had,rat that very time, twenty thoufand of his
native fubjects of the Rajaput tribe in and near the environs of the
capital, prepared to execute his orders. Selim being apprized of
the powerful confederacy ;1gniu{'{' him, waited upon his father
Akbar, two days before his death, and laid before him all their
fchemes. ' The emperor called them torhis prefence, !'L'1=1"1Il1'~':llLft"~i
them feverely; and having publicly acknowledged Selim his law-

B 2 ful
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THE HISTORY 'OF  HINDOSTAN.

ful fucceflor in the empire, obliged the confederate lords to pay

him homage, and to promife to {fupport his title.

On the

one thou

[ixteenth of the fecond Jemmid,in the year of the Higera
fand and fourteen, the illuftrious Akbar expired at Agra,
amid the tears of his fubje€ts; who loved him as their father,
admired him as their leader, and feared him as their prince. The
promife extorted by the emperor from the Vifier and Man Singh in
favour of Selim, had no effe on their condu@®. He was no
fooner dead than they aflembled their party in the houfe of the
former, and renewed their deliberations in favour of Chufero, in
prejudice of his father. Selim in the mean time was not idle.
He convened all his friends in his own palace. Things remained
in fufpenfe for fome hours. Ferid Bochari, whe commanded the
He ordered the

prevent any troops from c:nr.n;-r-]u;.-_;- the city 3

length a fpirited refolution.

city-guards, took at
gates to be fhut, to
and, taking the keys in his hand, haftened to the palace of Selim,
i .

The news foon reached the houfe

He prefented them on his knees, and faluted him emperor
prefent followed his example.
of the Vifier. The party of Chufero was ftruck with a {udden
panic. . They broke up from council,. and made all poilible hafle
The Milier took care
not to be the laft. The hopes. of Chufero were dathed in

to pay their refpelts to the new fovereign,

A, o=
ment. He was feized with fear, and fled down ithe river ina {mall
canoe, with RajaMan Singh, and concealed him{elf in that pringe’s
houfe till he obtained a pardon from. his father. - Ferid, for this

fignal fervice, was advanced to the rank of paymaiter-general of

the forces, by the title of Murtaza Chan; and many other diflin-

guifhing honours were at the fame time conferred upon him,

Selim was born at Sikri, near Agra; 'on Wednelday the {aven-
S ; » 3 . - - 2 =
tecenth of the fecond Ribbi, in the nine hundredth and feventy-
&

{eventh




JEHE&T‘:GIRE.
feventh vear of the Higera The moft remarkable event of Selim’s
life, before his accellion, was, his difobedience to his father’s orders,
rather than his rebellion againft him, about two years prior to that
monarch’s death. Infolent at firlt, he refufed to return to his
s once actually at the head of {eventy thoufand men.

duty, and w:
fubmitted,

Upon the death of the princu- Daniil, he, however,
having then a nearer profpect of the throne; Akbar having
upbraided him for his difobedience at firft, and his pufillanimity
afterwards, for throwing himfelf upon an enraged fovereign’s
mercy, when he was at the head of a great army, received him into
favour. When Selim took the reins of government in his hands,
he afumed the titles of Noor-ul-dien Mahommed JEHANGIRE,
or Mahommed the Light of the Faith and CONQUEROR OF THE
woRrLp. He dated the commencement of his reign from the
twentieth of the fecond Jemmad 1014, which anfwers to the 211t
of O&ober 1605, being then in the thirty-feventh year of his age.
Al:Bar was interred with great pomp at Secundra, near Agra; and
the minds of men were diftracted between grief and joy, funcral
foleminity, and the feftivity attending upon the acceflion of a new

lovercign.

Chat Azim; the difedntented Vifier, and the Raja Man Singh,
were 1o/ formidable in the empire, that ]::hzm:,-;irc thought it moft
prudent to accept of the offered allegiance of both, and to con-
firm them in their relpedtive honours and governments, without
animadverhion upon theirlate condudt. Man Singh was dilpatched

1

to Kis fubatlip of Bengil ;'Chan Azim to that of Malava.  'The

¢ Chufero made his appearance at court; and his father,

princ
after a {evere 11-11:5.121;11.1(!: took him at laft into favour.' The
emperor in the mean time began his reign’by a firict ad

tion of juftice, and by a minute infpetion into the 1
velources of the ftate.” He iffueda’public’ edict to confirm all the
laws

A.D. 1603,
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

laws and regulations in force. Many fubas were removed from
their refpective governments into other provinces : fome were dif-
miffed to make room for the emperor’s abettors and friends. The
deprived governors repaired fo court to reftore themfelves, by
money and intrigue, to their former dignities. Some fucceeded in
their views: others were reduced to defpair, through want of {uc-
cefs. The latter began to form treafonable defigns to recover the

confequence and power which they had loft.

To accomplifh their purpofe, the difcontented lords turned their
eyes upon Chufero, and hoped, by his means, to effect a revolu~
tion in the ftate. They pretended to have the greatelt attachment
to his perfon : they magnified the number of his friends, and his
own merit. They rouzed his ambition by the praife of paft
actions, and animated it by the fair profpe& of prefent fuccefs.
But what had moft weight with the prince, they intimidated him
with pretended difcoveries. of the defigns of his father againft his
life. 'The {ecrecy neceflary to be obferved in all arduous under-
takings againft defpotic governments, rendered it difficult for
Chufero to know the true ftate of things.. The fpies, whom the
emperor had placed around him, in the mean time, increafed, and
confirmed his fears. Ambition, aided by tumidity, at length pre~

vailed over filial duty. -He plunged therefore into'danger, to take

nnmediate pofleflion of a throne, which he was born one day to

mount, witliout the doubtful fortune of the {word.

4

Chan Azim, and the Raja Man Singh, had the addrefs not to
appear openly in the conipiracy. They were, however, known
to be the life and fupport of the whole, They were ftill under the
cloud of the emperor’s difpleafure, which, at a convenient feafon,
might burlt on their heads. The prince being {o far 1nvolved in

the plot, it would be dangerous for him to recede: and they,

4

juftly




JEHANGIRE

juftly confidering the improbability of fuccefs by open force againft
cr, propofed the more {peedy expedient of affaf-

the Imperial pow
The propofal came to the ears of the prince.

finating Jehangre,
Though he was bent upon rebellion, he ftartled at parricide. Na-
ture was ‘rouzed in his breaft. ¢ My father,” {aid he, ** may
enjoy life without a:throne ; but I can never enjoy a throneftained
with a father's blood.  Let him try the fortune of the field. Let
us throw away! the daggers of aflaffins, and owe our advancement

to our fwords."”

The confpirators pretended to applaud the noble fentiments of the
prince: “but they, from that inftant, were irrefolute and embarraffed
i their councils. Many, violent at the beginning, now awed by
the grcatncib of the undertaking, fhrunk back from their purpofe,
and began to fhelter themfelves behind one another. The empe-
ror, in the mean time, was in part informed of the plot. He pre-
pared to feize the prince: the latter was apprized of his father’s
defigns. By a premature difcovery, this confpiracy, like many of
the fame kind, failed. Fear took poffeflion of the adherents of
Chufero. He himfelf was afraid. They neglected to exccute the
daring firoke, "which their fituation and fafety required. ‘They
began to remove them{elyes from immediate danger, as if the pre-
fent were more to be feared than thofe which in future they had to
oppote. ' They, however, did not altogether relinquifh their defigns.

On Monday the eight of Zehidge, fix months after the accef-
fion of Jehangire to the throne of India, near one hundred of the
mni'pii’atc:-rﬂ affembled privately, in the evening, at the tomb ot the
emperor Akbar. Chufero having joined them, on pretence of pay-
ing his devotions at his grandfather’s fhrine, they proceeded, that
very night, toward Delhi. About day-break, next morning, they
had reached the city of ‘Muttra, about thirty-eight miles from

Apra:
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Agra; and entered the town, when the troops, who garrifoned the
place, were on the parade. They halted for refrefhment; and
they had the good fortune not to be fufpected by the officer who
Huflein Beg Chan Buduchfhi, who had ]

been governor of the province of Cabul during a confiderable part

commanded at Muttra.

of the former reign, being turned out of his ofhice by the emperor,
was on his way to court. Having travelled in the night on

account of the heat of the weather, he happened to enter the city

They

of Muttra at the oppofite gate juft when the prince arrived.
met in the market-place. Chufero was no ftranger to the difcon-

tent of Huflein; and efteeming him a great acquifition to his .
party, from his known bravery and popularity among the Tartars,
who formed a great part of the imperial army, he called him afide,
Huflein

being confcious of no crime againft the ftate, thought himfelf

and having founded him, laid open his whole plan.
highly injured by Jehangire. Poffefled of no property but the
{word, from the gcncmﬁt}r of his difpofition, which had lavifhed his
fortune upon his friends, he required not much intreaty to efpoufe
the caufe of the prince.

The retinue of Huflein was but fmall, It confifted of two hun-
dred Tartar horfe, and three hundred Afgan foot. But his military

fame was great; and he gave life to the confpiracy. The prince
endeavoured to bring over the governor of Muttra to his party,
That officer, perceiving his intentions, fhut himfelf up in the
citadely, and would liften to no terms. Chufero -had neither time

nor force to reduce him. He contented himfelf with enlifting as

many as he could of the inhabitants and garrifon into his fervice;

and, leaving Muttra, continued his route to Delhi. :

The road between the two great cities of Delhi and Agra being
crowded with travellers, and detachments of horfe and foot going

9 on |




JEH ANGIRE

on different fervices, the prince forced them to join his flandard.
Thofe who refufed were, without mercy, put to the fword, after
being plundered of all ‘their effects. Small parties of horfe were
at the fame time difperfed through the country on every fide; and
fuch as did not immediately take up arms ' in favour of Chufero
were fubmitted to military execution, and all the feverities of war.
Many were compelled to join him, through fear. Others, from
the {fame caufe, fled into the woods; and faw from™ their retreats
the {moke of their burning houfes, and mourned over their infants
and aged parents, who had not ftrength to avoid the flames. Some
more refolute defended themfelves againdt the rebels, and to their
valour owed their lives. The orders of the prince, it muft be
owned, did not extend to fuch rigour and cruelty. But he found
it impoflible to reftrain from excefles his undifciplined foldiers. He
had fet them an ex=mple of wickednefs by rebellion; and it was
not to be expefted that they would fubmit to his commands 1n
favour of humanity and juftice.

Such was the wafteful progrefs of Chufero to Delhi. THis fol-
lowers having greatly increafed their numbers in the march, he
laid the fuburbs of that capital under contribution. The gates
being thut, the city itfelf was preferved from pillage. The unfor-
tunate pcoph: who'lived without the walls, from their delay in
raifing the {fum impofed upon them, had their houfes confumed
with fire.  Many thoufands were ruined. Many, to retrieve their
affairs, joined the rebels, to make reprifals upon the world for the
lofs which they had fuftained.

At cleven o'clock of the fame night'on which Ghulero left Agra,
his father was informed of his flight by the captain-general, who
was ordered to purfue immediately: the fugitive,” About an hour
Vo, III. c after

9
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

after this officer’s departure with a confiderable body of horfe, the
emperor, fufpe&ing his loyalty, difpatched his commands to him te
return. Ferid Bochari, lately raifed to the dignity of Murtaza
Chan, and to the office of paymafter-general of the forces, was
difpatched upon that {ervice, with an additional number of troops.
The whole under Ferid amounted to ten thoufand horfe, which
greatly retarded his march. Chufero, of courfe, had the more time
to harafs the country, and to flrengthen himfelf. In the morn-
ing, as foon as day-light appeared, the emperor mounted his
horfe; and having affembled all the forces in and near Agra,
leaving a {uflicient garrifon in the place, marched with a great
army toward Delhi. He was, upon the occafion, heard to repeat
a verfe, which implied, ¢ That fortune depended upon expedition
nore than on counfel; and that his life fhould be darkened who
put off till to-merrow what ought to be done to-day.” The undu-
tiful behaviour of a fon, whom he loved, was a fevere {lroke to his
mind. He refufed to eat or drink, or to take reft for {fome time;

and even opium, to which he was much addi¢ted, he declined.

The governor and inhabitants of Delhi, having recovered from
the firft impreflions which the fudden arrival and ravages com~
mitted by Chufero had made upon their minds, prepared for a
refolute defence. Some troops, who were ftationed in different
parts of the country, had thrown themfielves into the town. As
there was a confiderable quantity of the Imperial treafure lodged in
the city, as well as the great wealth of private perfons, the inten-
tions of the prince were to have furprized Delhi, and to furnifh
himfelf with money fufficient to raife an army in the province
of Punjib. But the general terror which his rapacity had excited
carried the news of his march before him, and difappointed his
defigns. Defpairing of being able to force Delhi to furrender

berore




JEHANGCIRE

before the arrival of the Tm perial army, having remained only two
days in the fuburbs, Chufero took the route of Lahore. Having
been, on his march, joined by a great number of men, he attempted,
immediately upon his arrival, to take that city by efcalade. He
was repulfed with fome lofs by the garrifon; and being at the fame
time deftitute of artillery, he was greatly difconcerted in his mea-
fures. He, however, invefted the place,

The Imperial troops ftationed in the province threw themfelves
into Lahore. They fallied out on the befiegers nine fucceflive
days, but they were as often repulfed, and obliged to thelter them-
felves behind their walls. Chufero in the mean time had drawn
together fome artillery from {mall fortrefles in the neighbourhood,
which he had found means to furprife. Nothing could be effe¢ted
againft the place before the arrival of Ferid, the paymafter-general,
with the emperor’s advanced guard.  The prince, with an army
of thirty thoufand horfe and foot, but without order, without dif-
cipline, marched out of his camp to give bLtJL. to Ferid. The
garrifon of Lahore perceiving his motions, Fe[' upon his rear. He
left a part of his army to oppofe them: With the remaining part
he attacked Ferid. Hig troops behaved better than their difcipline
feemed to promife. He expofed his own perfon. He was at
length deferted ; and, prefling among the thickeft of the enemy,
he found himfelf with only a few of his principal adherents, who
bravely fought by his fide. In this fituation he was {urrounded by
the Imperialifts on every fide. He was perfonally known to them
all, They were tender of his life; and, in attempting to take
him prifoner, they permitted him to make his elcape. Great
honours were conferred upon Ferid by the emperor,on account of

this fignal victory.

The unfortunate Chufero wandered all night through the woods,
with a few attendants, His army was all difperfed. He came in

Ca the
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.,

the morning to a hut, where, quite overcome by fatigue, he laid

himfelf down to reft. Some of his friends having difcovered
where he lay, allembled around him, They began to confult i
together on the prefent untoward f{itnation of their affairs. They
differed in opinion, Such of the chiefs as were natives of Bengal

and the adjacent provinces, infifted upon taking the route of that

quarter of India, by the foot of the northern mountains : thevy

- 2 o -

alleged, that the Raja Man Singh, who was then fuba of Bengal
3 | ] o] ¥

poflefled great power, which he ‘would not fail to exert in his

nephew’s caufe ®: that the country was fich and populous: that
I ) POJ

it was am invariable maxim among-the Hindoo princes, never to

= = 3 ; J g o e -1 1 1 s . 14T 1
defert the interelt of a firanger, who thould throw himfelf under

their protection: Befides, that the Raja Man Singl

affeCtion of a relation to the prince, to the natural faith of his

nation to the {fuppliant and unfortunate, The natives of Chans
deifh and Malava were for trying their fortunes in their refpec~
tive provinces.' Chan Azim, the late Vifier, father-inclaw of
Chulero, was governor of the latter; and they doubted not but he
would fupport the dignity of his own family. They added, 'that
Azim was poflefled of a fine army, provided with artillery, and
furnifhed with flores.

Huflein Beg, who was in chief confidence with the prince,
ftarted objections to the different plans of his other adherents, He
urged the diflance of the march, and the it]‘.p;_*.J'JEIJiIEL}- of {-}_;L--;i;}i_;

their way through countries full of [mperial troops, who would

be very adtive, fince Fortune had forfaken the {ide of Chufero. He
propoled that they fhould continue. their route to Cabul; where
he himfelf had intereft fufficient to arm the whole provinge

- 3 e
bOrg =
Ly L 5

ther with his native country Buduchthin, in favour of the prince.

. o % B ey

* 1t was cuftomary with: the Mahommedan emperors of Hindoftan o demand
the daughiers of Hindoo prifces in marriage, The mother of Chufero was fitter to
he Raja Man Singh,

Chufero
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Chufero, during the debate, {at filent. Having at length weighed
ach opinion, he declared in favour of that of Huflein; alleping,
that the troops of the north were moft faithful to their chiefs.
The obfervation {lij"plcuihd the other chiefs: they murmured, and
left his prefence.  They faw that their affairs were defperate, and
they refolved to retreat to their refpe@ive habitations; covering
their fears under a pretended difguft at the preference given to the

counfel of Hullein.

Chufero in.a few minutes found himfelf deferted by thofe who

had made him the tool of their ambition and revenge. Reproaches

were to no ecffe@. HHe blamed his adherents for their timidity
ly.; but he himfelf was not lefs culpable. His mind

and perhdy

was agitated with various paffions. Rage ag
was the moft predominant. - Huflein was the only chicf of note
who remained of the confpirators. His followers, con fifting
of three hundred horfe, and a few of the prince’s menial fervants,
formed their whole retinue. With thefe they fet out for Cabul.
Being forced to depart from_ the high road, they frequently loft
their way, as they were obliged to travel in the night.

Keeping their courfe through unfrequented paths and by-roads,

they at length arrived on the banks of the river Attoc, the largeft

branch of the Indus. It was impaffable without boats. It was
then midnight. They moved down the river to the ferry of Chou-

dera. Finding no boats at that place, though a much frequented

11'.-.’

them. The ferryman and villagers wereafleep. It was propofed

they underftood that orders had been fent to conceal

T
iy

to {eize them, to force them to difcover where the boats were laid.

Some were taken in their beds; others efcaped, and, with their

outcries, alarmed the country. The prince underftood from thofe
that were taken, that orders from the Imperial camp had two days

the zemindir of the diftri@, te flop the

naflare
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paflage of the river; and that, in obedience to thefe orders, he had
fecreted the boats. Huffein in the mean time having difpatched
fome of his followers in queft of the boats, they found two, filled
with wood, in a neighbouring creek. Thefe were unloaded, and
brought to the proper place. The zemindar, being rouzed from
fleep by the noife, had come by this time to the banks of the Attoc,

attended by a concourfe of people. He called to thofe who drag-

ged the boats, that he had an Imperial mandate to prohibit all per-
{fons, under pain of death, to crofs the river. They, intimidated
I » Y
by his threats, turned the head of the two boats acrofs the fiream,
The prince’s party fired upon them: fome were killed, others
part; I
plunged into the river; and a few expert {fwimmers, in the reti-

nue of Chufero, brought one boat with difficulty to the fhore.

The banks of the Attoc were in the mean time crowded with

the country people. An officer arrived with a hundred horfe to

guard the paflage. Other detachments came gradually in from

every quarter. -Chufero and Huflein refolved to fave themfelves
in the boat.  They placed their horfes in the center, and they
themfelves took their feats in the flern. ‘Their attendants,
afraid of being left to the mercy of their enemies, threw them-
felves headlong into the veflel, and almoft funk her. They, how-
ever, pufhed her from fhore; threw fome overboard, and cut off
the hands of others who clung to her fides. Many were drowned.
A few flain by the Imperialifts. This was but the beginning of
misfortunes. Moft of the oars had been loft ini the confufion; and
the rudder, to complete the ruin of the unfortunate Chufero, had
been inadvertently thrown overboard with the wood with which
the boat had been found loaded. Thefe inconveniences, joined to
a want of {kill in the rowers, rendered it impoffible for them to

manage the boat. The confu-

She was carried down the flream.
fion was great, and danger every moment increafed.

The
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The zemindir, and the party who guarded the ferry, were not
idle. They feized upon thofe left afhore. They fired at the boat,
and followed her down the river. She flrock at lalt on a {and-
bank. Some plunged into the water to pufh her off : {he remained
immoveable. The fire continued, Many were killed. No refource
was left. The fun was juft rifing. Cafim Chan, who com-
manded the party of horfe, feeing the unfortunate prince in this
unextricable fituation, ftopt the fire. Being by this time joined
by another officer who commanded a body of troops in the neigh-
bourhood, both mounted their elephants; and, riding in to the
bank on which the boat lay, feized the prince. Cafim placed him
behind him on the elephant, while the other officer fecured Huil-
fein. The few that remained of their attendants were carried

afhore in another boat.

Such was the end of a rebellion begun without any juft caufe,
concerted without judgment, and carried on with very moderate
abilities, by a prince {carce more unfortunate than he deferved to
be. The emperor was at the time encamped in a garden near
Lahore. He received the news of the feizure of the prince with
exceflive joy. He ordered him to be brought before him, with a
golden chain from his left hand to his left foot, according to the
laws of his anceftors, Zingis and Timur. Huflein, loaded with
iron chains, was placed on the right hand of Chufero; Abdul
Rahim, another of the principal rebels, on his left, Jehangire
fternly afked his fon, *“ What could induce thee, Sultan Chufero,

to rebel againft thy fovereign and father #”

Chufero was filent :
the emperor began to relent. He then, in a fofter tone, queftioned
him about his advifers and abettors in rebellion. Chufero burft
into tears. His father was furprized: for till then he had
remained firm. * Father,” faid the prince, with a broken vOICE,
¢ my crime is great; but let me fuffer for it alone.  'When you

acculed

A D. 1666,

Hig. 1015,
R
He 1s taken

prifoner.

His behavts
our before
his father.




1
I
]
]
i
|
I
1
|
|
|
| '
T

LT
W
Wiy W
9
|
| N
Ui
BN
s |
i
i

Hig

e et

16,

RY OF HINDOSTAN.

accufled me, 1 was fenfible of my faults; and, asT was recoiiciled

with the lofs of life, T behaved with dignity. But when you raife

fate, " Let

the remembrance of my friends, T amy troubled at their
them efcape as they cany I will never become their accufer.”

Jehangire ftood filent; and, by his prefling him no farther,
feemed to applaud his fentiments. Any information from the
prince would ‘be unneceflary. The confpirators had impeached
one another; and three hundred of the chiefs were already feized.
The prince was delivered over, in clofe confinement, info the
hands of the paymafter-general. Huflein was fentenced to be
fewed up in the raw hide of an 'ox, and to be thrown in that con-
dition into the ftreet;  The hide was foon contra@ed by the heat
of the fun ; and he expired in a few hours. Abdul Rahim did
not fo eahily efcape,  Finding that Huffein was dead fooner than
they expecied, thofe appointed to fuperintend the executions, kept
the als’s hide in'which Rahim ‘was inclofed, conftantly moift with
waters 'He!llved' for' feveral ‘days 'in that miferable condition.
Three hundred pales in the mean time were fet up in two rows
along the public road. The rebels, to that number, were drawn
alive on the pales.. Chufero was brought ‘every day, as long as
any of the unhappy wretches breathed, under their tortures, to
view the horrid fight. He was led in chains through the midft

of them, whilft he watered the ground with his tears.  Some of

them had been his deareft companions ; others his faithful fer-
vants, who had followed his fortunes, merely to thew their fidelity
to a mafter whom they loved.

Thefe barbarous executions were fearce over at Lahore, when
news was brought to the Imperial camp, that the Perfians had
invelied Candahar with a numerous army ; that Shaw Beg, the
governor of that city and province, had, by his rafhnefs, fuffered

a very
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a very confiderable lofs in a fally ; yet that he continued, without
any neceflity, to expofe the garrilon. His condult could only be

accounted for by an abfurdity bordering on mad

carelefs of his own life as he was of his duty.
example, he ordered an'awning to
moft expofed to the enemy’s fire. IHe fat under 1t all day, con-
verfing with common proftitutes; whom, much againlt their
inclination, he forced to attend him. The emperor, fearing more

from his negligence and debauchery, than he hoped from his

[ el | 1

to defend

{uperfede him 1in his government, with ord

Candahar to the laft extremity, Ghazi Chan, an ofi

reputation, was, at the fame time, difpatched with twenty-hve

thoufand horfe, to harafs the enemy. + Jehangire himfelf, with the

remaining part of the Imperial army, marched to Cabul.
Ghazi had fearce advanced within ix days march of Candahar,

when the Perfians railed the liege, and retreated towards Chor

a, except the favourable opportunity offered, by the rebellion
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the government of Candaliar, was made Suba of Cabul: for,
notwithftanding his abfurd behaviour, he had difplayed both

i“t'“' |5 A ability and {pirit in the defence of the city. The emperor, atter

thefe tranfactions, returned toward Lahore.

A eonfpi- Sultan Chufero was ftill in clofe confinement, which his active
' and wehement difpofition could wery ill endure. The ufagpe he
k J (=]

1 ; - - - = . e (5 - ¢ ki
et with deprived him of every hope of a reconciliation with his
i father. The marks of affetion fhewn by the emperor to his

rer fons, Purvez and Churrum, confirmed the {ufpicions of

(4 Chufero. It was alfo currently reported, that Jehangire was to
appoint one of the two favoured princes, his fucceffor. Nothing
! ' but difappointment, and even death, prefented to Chufero’s mind.
His friends were flill numerous in the army. Fe founded them,
by his emiffaries : fome moved by his misfortunes, many in love
with novelty, begah to form _treafonable defigns againft the
Bl emperor’s life. It was concerted to fall upon Jehangire at the

L]
e B chace, and, having difpatched him, to raile Chulero, from his

O T, prifon to the throne.

! o Some writers doubt, whether Chuferp was at all privy to this

' {' conipiracy : others deny the whole. The firlt argue from the

humanity of Chufero; the latter fay, that it was a fil

it Sultan Churrum, third fon of Jehangire. This much i1s certain,

that the firft intelligence of the confpiracy came, through prince

1;;f, .f Churrum, to the emperor’s ears. He informed his father, that
unft his

1 life, Jehangire was ftartled, and knew not how to aft: he

five hundred of the nobility were engaged in a plot a

-

confidered, that, fhould he feize fome, the reft would be alarmed ;

arife from their power. As it was difli-

by and that danger mig
cult, therefore, to fecure them all at once, he thought it moft

prudent

formidable powers was re-cftablifhed. Shaw Beg, deprived of
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