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lohdbet in favour—Accufed of intended treafon—Ordered to court—

Machinations of bis enemies—Indignities offered bim—He re-
[olves to feize the emperor—He takes bim in bis tenf—Defeats the
wifier—Condenns t he Sultana to death— But pardons her—Governs
the f.w.'p.r'.l':,'——ff.-'m::.{:.,'cf by the citizens of Cabul—He lays down bis
power—Obliged to fly—Sent againfl Shaw fehin—Death of prauce

Purvez—His charadter—Death of Chan Chaxan.

T H E valour and abilities of Mohibet, in conduting the

. war againft Shaw Jehin, raifed fentiments of gratitude in
the breaft of Jehangire. His fon, Channa Zad, had been lately
gratified with the government of Cabul; and others, his rela-
tions and friends, were advanced to lucrative and honourable em-
ployments. The great viGtory near Bendris confirmed the em-
peror’s high opinion of Mohibet, and the news of that impor-
tant event filled him with exceflive joy. His grateful feelings
for his general rofe in proportion to the decreale of his fears
for his throne. Thefe fentiments, however, did not long con-
tinue. Mohdbet had a great many enemies: his fovereign had
but little.firmnefs. The abilities of the former had raifed envy ;
and nature had given to the latter a difpofition too eafy and pliant,
to be proof againft mifreprefentation. To explain the caufes of
an event which almoft transferred the empire from the houle
of Timur to other hands, we muft look back to fome circum-
ftances prior to this period. 3
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Chan Chanan, mentioned as the tutor of Purvez, in his go-
vernment of Candeifh, had, through fome difguft, attached him-
{elf to the fortunes of Shaw Jehdn, when that prince fucceeded
his brothet. in the command of the Imperial army in the De-
can. It was by that lord’s advice, that he cut off Chufero: by
his advice he rebelled againft his father. He accompanied the
prince in his expedition to Agra and Delhi; and, though he
took no part in the fatigues of the field, he ruled in  the
cabinet. When the affairs of Shaw Jehin became delperate,
after his retreat to the Deean, he advifed him to fue for
a pardon, through his brother Purvez. He himfelf undertook
to be his meflenger to Purvez, to whofe temper and charatter he
could have been no firanger. When he arrived 1n the Imperial
camp, he found no difpofition in Mohdbet to relinquifh by terms,
the advantages which had been obtained by the {word. Having
failed in his endedvours for the prince, he applied for himfelf.
Mohabet was fhocked at this reiteration of treachery; and he
perfuaded Purvez to throw him and his family into pri-
fon. 'The latter were fent, under an efcort, to Agra; he him=-
LIf was detained, in clofe confinement, in the camp, and his

eftate was confifcated by an Imperial edict.

After the decifive battle near Bendris, the province: of Bengal,
which had been reduced by Shaw - Jehdn, fell at once into the
hands of the conquerors. Purvez, who had a commifhon from
his father to govern the eaftern provinees, conferred the fuba-
fhip of Bengal upon Mohdbet, who fent his fon Channa Zad,
lately arrived in the army, to manage his government in his own
ahfence. Dara the fon of Chan Chanan, had been made fuba of
Bengal, by Shaw Jehdn. That young lord was feized by the
pt:c;lﬂc,:mﬂ delivered into the hands of Channa Zdd, as {oon as he
He immediately fent
‘ Dara

arrived at the capital of the province.
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Dara to his father; 'who, having informedthe emperor of that ciz-
cumflance, received orders to put him to death, as an obftinate rebel.

Mohibet ocbeved, and fent the unfertunate {uba’s head to Agra.

Chan Chanan, though confined in the camp of Purvez, found
means, by letters;. to: infinuate himfelf into the good graces of
the Sultana, and her brother the vifier. The two laft had been
long the enemies of Mohébet; and the former imputed the death
of his fon to that lord, and was refolved to revenge the injury.
He wrote to the Sultana : he fent letters to Afiph. He informed
them that Mohébet was forming deligns to raife Purvez to the
throne. This was carried to the emperor’s ears. He ordered
Chan Chanan to be releaféd: and that Omrah, who remained
with Purvez, acéuled Mohdbet, by letters the emperor, of

intended treafon.

Jehangire, naturally fufpicious, was :al:u‘au*:&. The fpirit of
:'|;_-, ;.;1:1]}' and diftruft took J._'MJL.‘[I n ‘of his mind. He ﬂ‘?;{_:l:'lt the
fervices of Mohibet in his own fears. 11\., ordered him tocourt ;
and raifed Chan JehdnTLodi from the government of Gu:r,c t to
the command of the army under Purvez. Mohabet, | Fm=

1

peror’s orders arrived, had fet out with Purvez, for r.-:i'u':_;'.-ﬁ. He
had been guilty of a negle@, which gave colour to the aceufations
of his enemies. The elephants taken in battle are Imperial
property. Thefe he had retained, together with the prefents
which his fon Channa Zid had received in refettling the pro-
vince. A fecond peremptory order was fent to him. He was
acquainted, that he was appoiated to the fubafhip of Pun-

jab’; but that the emperor depr ived him of Lahore, which had

been ufually annexed to that government. He was thunder
ftruck at the fudden change in the emperor’s mind. He re-
folved to obey. He went to take his leave of Purvez. The

M 2 prince
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THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.,

prince was cold and ftately ; and feemed to forget his friend inthe

difpleafure of his father.

Senfible of his own abilities, confcious of his honour, elevated
by his reputation in war, Mohabet was difgufted, beyond mea-
fure, at this return for his fervices. He refolved to retire to his

aftle of Rintimpour : but an order arrived to deliver that fortrefs
into the hands of one of the Sultana’s creatures. This latter
circumftance confirmed what his friends at court had written to
him before, that his life was in dangery fhould he truft himfelf
in the Imperial prefence. He wrote to Jehangire. He exprefled
his aftonifhment at his difplealure. He declared his perfect confi-
dence in the honour of his prince; but he uxprcﬂ{d his well-
arounded diftruft of his advifers. The letter produced nothing
but an order for his immediate appearance at court. To refule
was to rebel. He wrote again to the emperor. ‘I will,” fays
he, * ferve my fovereign with my life againt his enemies, but
I will not expofe it to the malice of his friends,: Affure me of
fafety, and Iwill clear myfelf in the prefence.”  Jehangire, upon
receiving this letter, was enraged. He dilpatched a courier,
with his laft commands for his appearance. , Fle at length re-
folved to obey. Five thoufand Rajaputs; in the Impetial pay,
from an affe@ion for their general, offered him their fervice to
condué@ him to court. Efcorted by thele, he took the rout of

Iahore, where the emperor, at the time, refided,

On the eighteenth of April 16206, Jehangire fet out from
Lahore toward Cabul. News was brought to the Imperial
camp that Mohébet had fent before him the elephants taken at
the battle of Beéndris; and that he himfelf followed, with a re-
tinue of five thoufand Rajaputs. The Sultana and the vifier
were {truck with a double terror, They were afraid of a recon-

ciliation :
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ciliation ¢ they were afraid of his force. They perfuaded the
emperor not to 2dmit him into the camp. When, therefore, he
arrived near the tents, he was ordered to ftop, till he accounted
for the revenues of Bengal, and the plunder taken at the battle
of Beniris. Mohdbet was enraged : he difpatched his {fon-1n-
law to the emperor,
his fidelity and fervices. He could not have chofen a worfe mel-
The emperor had been much offended with Mohibet, for

to complain of an indignity fo unworthy of

{enger.
giving his daughter in marriage without his confent ; and he had
refolved to be revenged. When, therefore, the young lord alighted
-om his elephant in the Im serial fquare, he was {uddenly {eized;

I y 5
he was ftript of his clothes covered with rags, baftinadoed, and

’ 8

fent out of the camp riding backward on a forry jade, amid the

{houts of the whole army.

The intelligence of this grofs affront came to Mohabet, before
the difhonoured youth appeared. He bore it with feeming pa-
tience. He was fhocked at the weaknels of the emperor, which
had yielded {o much to the malice of a vindiftive woman. He
feparated, by degrees, his retinue from the camp. He found he
could not truft himfelf in the hands of his enemies; and he took
at once a bold refolution. The emperor was on his march to
Cabul, and he refolved to watch his motions. He hovered, dur-
ing the night, round the fkirts of the camp; and the morning
prefented 2 favourable opportunity for the execution of his

{fcheme.

When Mohabet arrived, the Imperial army lay encamped on
the banks of the Behat or Gelum, at the end of the bridge, on
the high-road which led to Cabul. The advanced guard began
to move over the bridge in the morning, and was gradually fol-
lowed by the other troops. The emperor remained in the old
camp.
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HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

camp. He was not in an enemy’s country, and he ufed no precau-
tions. When the greateft part of ‘the army had paflfed, Mohibet
{fuddenly advanced with his faithful Rajaputs. He feized the bridge,
and fet it on fire; leaving two thoufand of his men under the

command of his fon, to d

efend the flames;, and to flop the
return of the enemy., Having made this difpofition, he rode
with great fpeed to the Imperial fquare. He was firft obferved
by the officers of the houfchold, paffing by the haram in feeming
diforder. His countenance was pale, but determined. They

were alarmed; and he rufhed forward to the emperor’s tent.

The writer of the Acbal Namma, who was then lord of the
wardrobe, fufpe&ting that Mohibet meant to aflaflinate the emperor,
drew his fword, and followed him with great fpeed. The Omrahs
in waiting did the fame. When they had advanced to the Im-
perial tent, they found Mohibet furrounded by five hundred Raja-
puts on foot, ftanding at the door, with fwords by their fides
and pikes in their hands. ‘The lords were immediately feized
and difarmed. ‘The emperor, hearing the noife and confu-
fion without, cut his way through the {creens, and entered
the bathing-tent, which was behind his fleecping apartment.
Mohdbet alighted and entered ; not finding the emperor, he
prefled forward with forty Rajaputs, to the bathing-tent. Some
of the Imperial guards ftood at the door. The officer who com-
manded them, fternly afked Mohiabet, Why he prefumed to in-
trude on the emperor's privacy ? He anfwered him, by putting
his hand upon his fword and frowning upon him, with a de-
termined countenance. A panic feized the guards. They made
way for him to pafs. In the outer apartment of the bathing-
tent, flood many Omrahs of high rank. They drew their

{wards ; but the Rajaputs {urrounding them, they thought proper

to deliver up their arms.

Pl
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The news of this infult was carried to the emperor by fome of
the women who attended him in the inner tent. He {eized his
fword, and was about to affault Mohibet, when he {faw his guards
and nobles difarmed. He dropt his point; and faid, ¢ What
doft thou mean, Mohébet Chan ! Mohébet touching the ground
and then his forchead with his hand, thus replied : ¢ Forced by
the machinations of my enemies, who plot againft my life, I
throw myfelf under the protetion of my fovereign.”’—* You are
{afe,"—anfwered the emperor ; ¢ but what would thele, who ftand
armed behind you ”’—*¢ They want full {ecurity,” rejoined Mohé-
bet, ¢ for meand my family ; and without it, they will not retire.”’

« T underftand you,” faid Jehangire : ¢

name your terms, and
they fhallbe granted. Butyoudo me an injuftice, Mohabet; Idid
not plot againft your life.” I knew your fervices, though I was
offended at your {feeming difobedience to my commands. Be af-
fured of my proteion : I fhall forget the conduct which necef=

fity has impofed upon you.”

Moh#bet, without naming his conditions, obferved to the em-
peror, that it was now time to take his daily amufement of hunt-

ing. Without waiting for a reply, he ordered his own horfe to

be brought. Jehangire declined mounting him : Mohébet feem-
ed not to liften. * Then, Mohabet Chan,” faid the emperor,
« if ftill I have a horfe of my own, I will mount him.” One
was brought him. They rode flowly away together, furrounded
by the Rajaputs. When they had advanced beyond the fkirts of
the eamp, Mohébet obferved to the emperor, That it would be
prudent for him to mount an elephant, to avoid any accident
that might happen in the confufion which was likely to enfue.
Jehangire had now no will of his own. He mounted the cle-
phant ; and three Rajaputs, under a pretence of defending him,

mourted by his {ide.

The
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THE HISTORY ‘OF HINDOSTAN.

The emperor had fcarce placed himfelf on the elephant, when
Muckirrib Chan, one of the officers of flate, prefling through
the Rajaputs, climbed up the clephant’s fide, and fat down by
his fovercign. He was threatened by the Rajaputs. He was
obftinate, and would not ftir. One flightly cut him on the fore-
head with his fabre; but he was not to be moved. They had now
proceeded near a mile from the camp, when fome of the officers
of the houfehold, mounted upon elephants, came up, and placed
themlelves on the road before the emperor. Mohiabet ordered
them to clear the way : they refufed; and were cut to pieces. He
then continued his rout, without further obftrudtion, to his own
camp. The emperor was brought to his tent : and all fpeators
being removed, Mohdbet explained himfelf to him, proteift-
ing, that he had formed no defigns neither againft his life nor
his power. ¢ But,” concluded he fternly, * 1 am determined 1o
be {afe.”

Afiph, the vifier, had croffed the bridge in' the morning
with the Imperial army. The Sultana, when Mbohabet was
bufy in fecuring the perfon of the emperor, made her efcape to
her brother. He confidered;, that nothing" was ‘done; fo long
as that haughty woman remained: out ‘of "his power. He
refolved to profecute his plan, with the fame'refolute boldnefs
with which it was begun. He returned with the emperor to his
former camp, on the bank of the Gelum: 'Sujait Chan, an Om-
rah of high reputation, had arrived ' that”inftant to join the
Imperial army. He knew the fituation of affairs and loudly
mveighed, in the prefence of the Rajaputs, againft Mohibet.
That lord was at once enraged and alarmed. He ordered his troops
to fall upon Sujait and his'retinue, and every man of them was
put to the fword, - The other Omrahs, who had hitherto hovered

round,
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round, ftruck with the fate of Sujait, fled acrofs the river, and

Noor-Jehdn was the flenger of the h befel the
€l to h I'r ."1 He i:‘.':.’.“.-..".'..::'.'._'1.1'-' called the
ahs together: and the Sultana vehemently accufed thole who
had been left with Jehangire, of negligence and cowardice. A

fe about the beft method of refcuing

ids of Meohibet., The meaflure

dawn of next morning ; and to endeavour to repals the niver

againft the rebel. The empcror was apprized of their it

2o N es were fent to

He began to fear for his life. Repeated mel

the vifier to defit from his purpofe; but that mimfter did not

think himfelf obliged to obey the commands of an 1mpr
monarch, who was under the influence of the man who had

zed his perfon.

Afiph begun his march with day. When hé came to the

bridee, he found it burnt down. He relolved to ford the river;

but the water was fo deep, that many were drowned. Thole
who _‘.'I'!-::'. ] the further {hore, had to [J'_J;llt the ene 1y at a mani-
feft difadvanta ‘__;:_‘. 'Til:-;u' were cut off as faft as thev alcended the

bank. A fucceflion of vi&tims came to the {words of the Raia-

lets. [he ;'-.Cai-}il continued for fome hours. The rear of the

In alifts prefhi _."'il!'-.-;J the river, prevented 'the fi

I;';‘u.in‘:;;. The Sultana was not a tame {peQator on the occafion.
Mounted on an -E;‘IL'.hJ-'::;_, fhe plunged into the flream with her

laughter by her fide. The young lady was wounded in 'the
arm : but her mother prefled forward. Three of her elephant-
drivers were fucceflively killed ; and the elephant received three
wounds on the trunk, Noor-Jehdn, in the.mean time, emptied
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Jehangire was too well acquainted with
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tracict Miohabe [2 owned the juftice c ing¢ accuialion, and
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he {igned a warrant for her death. 'Eeing excluded from his pre-
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fences her charms had loft thewr arrefiftible inHuence over him

and when his paflions did not thwart the natural bias of his mind,

1 3

he was' always jult. The dreadful 'meffage was delivered to the

Sultana. © She heard 1t without emotion,  “ Imprfoned fove-

e - e | 1l T aa s e e e % 136D e #1 et 1
I'C1ENS, ratd “‘.L‘, ¢ lole then rigene 100 e with their Ireedom ;3

but.permit me for once to dee the emperor; and to bathe with my

tears the hand that has hxed ¢

e feal to the' warrant of death.’
She'was brought before her hufbandy' in the‘prefence of ' Mohibet

e P RSN 1 DR R al Paudedl o 2 i 3 Ldop il Yose >
Ter beauty fhone 'with additional luftre through her forrow. She
uttered not one words “Jehiangire burlt 1nto'tears,’ * Will vou not

fpare this wothan; Mehabet 7 7{hid 'the empeérot s  you' fee how
fhe weeps.'—*The ' emperor’ of' the' Moguls,” replied Mohi-

bet, ¢ {hHould 'néver'afk in vain. IT'he guards retired from ']

hiz hand ; and fhe was réftored that inflant to her

The friends of Mohabet difapproved of his'génerofity, and he
had caufe to repent of it himlelf, The Sultana lived not to
3 a 1.

thank her forgiver, but to revenge herfelf.” The Imperial camp

1 1 T LR by = .
moved to Cabul.  Mohabet, without appearing to command, di-

re€ted every thmg at court. The emperor implicitly followed
his advice'; ‘and he even feemed to Harbour no refentment senini
»'and he even feem ed to harbour no refentment aeain(t

- Fosta 1 {7 Telzts gty 1
him or 'the pal ile had long known his abilities ; he was now

convineed of his integrity and generofity.  Naturally fond of in-

! -'---.'--.-. | _‘._1" I M L . * "~ -
d” picature amielr; he could not wifh to have left the

|

of the {tate in better hands. The attention paid him by

1 Py R »
Mohabet,
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ibet, eradicated every idea of  bondage: and the weight

his ediéts carried, from their precilion and wildom, recon-

bec paid

o : 2 By rey o
» his pride, by the obedience which was

the empire.
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Six montlis had palled in Cabul in-an apparent: harmony
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the walls. . When he
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Sultana, attacked him from both eénds of a narrow ftreet.  Dome
in. windows on:cither; fideyi fired .upon him with

Ie turned back, and forced his iway o his,camp, . He
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amonge the ;i'.l!:.'i"-'t:-_i unhuorts hisfollowers wwere All either
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upon the guards, which hehad placed rpund
undred to the tw

put iive b

Mohabet, enraged at the o
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e, Hei blacked up the city,
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'he maflacre within was difcontinued.

The principal inhabitants, lay

Fear [ucceeded to rage.
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punifhed the molt netorious ringleaders, of the e,
i :

1 sepes deelared. that he woild never enter the poerhidion :
NOWCVEr; declarcd, thal neg w uld never.enter the perhdious. city
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eIviery thaty Iow as he was '."x-.l.i:.'!_'l'.]-, he wwas dete

in India: ¢ Purvez
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virtuous -man, ‘and my friend.

and we muft not changze 'one weak pr
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aoainft his {on, 'ordered an edift of indemnity: to be

forthwith iffued, which reftored Mohabet to his honours and
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ymmand

commylion was givei the army
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againlt ."‘.lJn.l'-.‘-' |L'|1.=Ifl,' and the ceremony oL giving thangs 1n the
fanee. e difoenfed with in his favour., a8 he-could ! not
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i hie life tathe merev 6f. Noor-Tehin
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An event, however, happened, which renderedithele preparations

YN

apainft Shaw Jehin unneceilary. ' "That prince deited from his
. ] -
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new enterprize without the interpofition of force, When Mohi-

bat carried all before him at' court, his friend and ]._':-LJ]Ji-i, the
remained at the head of the army, and command-
He
took' no notice of his father’s confimement; and he ufed’ no

He knew that Mohabet had no de=

prince 'urvez,

ed all the eaftern and fouthern provinces.in

rreat tranquillity.

r

means for his relealement.
figns Upon the empire ;. and he was rather pleafed, 'with a check

upon the emperor, which might prove an execule:to himlelfy
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from being bound

fibility and tranquillity of Purvez; he was feized by an apoplexy,

which carnied him ol an therthirty=gi
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Sultan Puryez was one.of thofe harmlefs men that pafs: with-
out eitherenviy, or fame through life. Deftitate of - thofe: vio-

lent.paflions which agitate the animated and ambitious, "he ‘was
never completely happy, nor thoroughly miferable.  Eafe 'was Lis

Fhough battles were

comfort: toil his fole

only

eained in his name, hewas rather an incnmbrance to an armv,

than the {pring which fhould move the whole.  Without ambi-
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tion to command, he t no ndignity to obey. He ap-

proved of ‘the cou
He was in fhort an ufeful engi
ral.
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THE HISTORYYOT “HINDOSTAN.
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who Enew his weaknels, liftened with attention to his commands,
His conftitution was feeble and lethargic
flumber.'" Had He'lived, he was deftined for the throne ; and, as

L]

he had no paflions to gratify, the happinels or mifery of his
i L e L o

him. His death wis repretted, more, perhaps, than that of an

He never committed injuries,

abler man might have beeh.
mankind gave him credit for benevolence. Mohibet mourned
him ‘as a good-natured friend ; Jehangire as a dutiful fon. = The
contraft which the ‘charadter of his brother prefented, juftified
the {fentiments of both.

d, Noor-Jehiln governed the empire without

When Mohabet |
controul. 'While yet he held the reins of government, he had fent
orders to his fon Channa-Zad, Suba of Bengal, to fend lim the fur-
plus of the revenues of that country. Twenty-two lacks, under an
elcort, were advanced as far as' Delhiy when the flight of Mohabet

it Bave TSI W) e SRR o L
wiho brought tne news ol the

happened ; and the fame mel

to the emperor, brought him alfe intelligence of the death

Jehangire was affected, beyond he ]

mealure, at the lois of
his fon : he never had difobeyed his commands;and his manner was
naturally engaging and pleafing.—The command of the army de-
He was ordered fo{end

volved upon Chan Jehin Lodi. his family

to court as hoftages for his faith.—~An unexpelled war furnithed a

1

d The Nizam raifed difturbances;

] for the abilities of Lodi

but he wais reduced, without battle, to terms.

remained with Purvez in the camp, did not long {urvive that

i He
pPrince. 1€ 4
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ttained to the {eventy-lecond year of his age; "and,
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latter days he was acculed of treachery, ‘he had

covered
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rmer part
many memorable actions, under the emperor Akbar. He reduced
the kingdom of Guzerat; he defeated with twenty thoufand
horle, an army of feventy thoufand, under the confederate princes
as well as a foldier.  He was

of the Decan. He was a {cholar, as

the moft learned man of his time : fhrewd in politics, eloquent to
He tranflated the commentaries of the emperor Da-

1
a '|_?-E'\-}TL'|'L1.
He underftood

her into:the  Perfic, from the Mogul language.
Pehlvi, and all the dialeéts of India. Te was

od poct, and many of his pieces have come down to our

ics ‘he yiclded not to his father, the famons By-

ram; though he poffefled not his integrity and unfullied wiz

art of his life with renown. He performed EI
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