Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

A Voyage Towards The South Pole, And Round The World

Performed In His Majesty's Ships the Resolution and Adventure, In the
Years 1772, 1773, 1774, and 1775 ; In Two Volumes

Cook, James
Furneauy, ...

London, 1777

Chap. VIII. Transactions in Queen Charlotte's Sound, with some Remarks
on the Inhabitants.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-2218

Visual \\library



AND ROUND THE WORLD.
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Tranfactions in Queen Charlotte's Sound, with fome Remarts

on the Inbabitanis.

T7” NOWING that fcurvy-grafs, celery, and other vege-
2 % tables were to be found in this found, I went myfelf
the morning after my arrival, at day-break, to look for
fome, and returned on board at breakfaft with a boat load.
Being now farisfied, that enough was to be got for the crews
of both fhips, T gave orders that they thould be boiled, with
wheat and portable broth, every morning for breakfaft;
and with peafe and broth for dinner; knowing from ex-
perience, that thefe vegetables, thus drefled, are extremely
beneficial, in removing all manner of fcorbutic complaints.

I have already mentioned a defire I had of wiliting Van
Diemen’s Land, in order to inform myfelf if it made a part
of New Holland; and I certainly {hould have done this, had
the winds proved favourable. But as Captain Furneaux
had, now, in a great meafure, cleared up that point, I could
have no bufinels there; and therefore came to a refolution
to continue our refearches to the Eaft between the latitudes
of 41° and 46°. 1acquainted Captain Furncaux therewith,
and ordered him to get his thip in readinefs to put to fea as
foon as poflible.

In the morning of the aoth, I fent afhore, to the watering-
place near the Adveriture's tent, the only ewe and ram re-
maining, of thofe which I brought from the Cape of Good

Iope with an intent to leave in this country. Soon after 1
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vifited the feveral gardens Captain Furneaux had caufed to
be made and planted with various articles; all of which
were in a flourithing ftate, and, if attended to by the natives,
may prove of great wutility to them. The next day, I fet
fome men to work to make a garden on Long Ifland, which
1 planted with garden feeds, roots, &c.

On the 23d in the morning, the ewe and ram, I had with
fo much care and trouble broughr to this place, were both
found dead; occafioned, as was fuppofed, by eating fome
poifonous plant. Thus my hopes of ftocking this country
with a breed of fheep, were blafted in a moment. About
noon, we were vifited, for the firlt time fince 1 arrived, by
fome of the natives, who dined with us; and it was not a
little they devoured. In the evening, they were difmiffed
with prefents.

Early in the morning of the 24th, I {fent Mr. Gilbert the
mafter to found about the rock we had difeovered in the
entrance of the found. Myfelf, accompanied by Captain
Furncaux and Mr. Forfter, went in a boat to the Weft bay on
a fhooting party. In our way, wé mer a large canoe in
which were fourteen or fifteen people. One of the firlt
queftions they afked, was for Tupia, the perfon I brought
from Otaheite on my former voyage; and they feemed to
exprefs {fome concern, when we told them he was dead.
Thefe people made the fame enquiry of Captain Furneaux
when he firft arrived; and, on my réturn to the thip in the
evening, I was told that a canoe had been along-fide, the
people in which feemed to be firangers, and who alfo en-
quired for Tupia. Late in the evening Mr. Gilbert re-
turned, having founded all réund the rock, which he found
to be very fmall and fteep.

Nc}thfng
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Nothing worthy of notice happened till the 29th, when
feveral of the natives made us a vifit, and brought with
them a quantity of fith, which they exchanged for nails,
&c. One of thefe people I took over to Matuara, and thewed
him {fome potatoes planted there by Mr. Fannen Mafter of
the Adventure. There feemed to be no doubt of their fuc-
ceeding ; and the man was fo well pleafed with them, that
he, of his own accord, began to hoe the earth up about
the plants. We next took him to the other gardens, and
fhewed bim the turnips, carrets, and parfnips; roots which,
together with the potatoes, will be of more real ufe to them
than all the other articles we had planted. It was eafy to
give them an idea of thefe roots, by comparing them with
fuch as they knew.

Two or three families of thefe people now took up their
abode near us, employing themfelves daily in fithing, and
{upplying us with the fruits of their labour ; the good effeéts
of which we foon felt. For we were, by no means, fuch
expert fithers as they are ; nor were any of our methods of
fithing equal to theirs,

On the 2d of June, the fhips being nearly ready to put to
fea, I fent on fhore, on the Eaft fide of the found, two goats,
male and temale. The former was fomething more than a
year old; bur the latter, was much older. She had two fine
kids, fome time before we arrived in Dufky Bay, which
were killed by cold, as hath been already mentioned, Cap-
tain Furneaux alfo puton thore, in Cannibal Cove, a boar
and two breeding {fows ; {o that we have reafon to hope this
country will, in#ime, be flocked withahefeanimals, if they
are not deflroyed by the natives before they become wild ;
for, atterwards, they will be in no danger. But as the
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natives knew nothing of their being left behind, it may be
fome time before they are difcovered.

In our excurfion to the Eafl, we met with the largeft feal
I had ever feen. It was fwiming on the furface of the water,
and fuffered us to come near enough to fire at ir; but with-
out effect: for, after a chafe of near an hour, we were
obliged to leave it, By the fize of this animal, it probably
was a fea lionefs. It cerrainly bore much refemblance to
the drawing in Lord Anfon’s voyage; our fecing a fea lion
when we entered this found, in my former voyage, in-
creafeth the probability; and T am of opinion, they have
their abode on fome of the rocks, which lie in the ftrait, or
off ‘Admiralty Bay.

On the 3d, 1fent a boat with the carpenter over to the Eaft
fide of the found, to cut down fome {pars which we were in
want of. As the was returning, fhe was chafed by a large
double canoe full of people ; but with what intent, is not
Known. Early the next morning, fome of our friends
brought us a Targe fupply of fith: One of them agreed to
go away with us ; bur, afterwards, that is when it came
to the point, he changed his mind; as did fome others who
had promifed to go with the Adventure.

It was even faid, that fome of them offered their children
to fale. I, however, found that this was a miftake. The
report firft took its rife on board the Adventure, where they
were utter {lrangers to their language and cuftoms. - It was
very common for thefe people to bring their:children with
them, and prefent them to us, in expectation that we would
make them prefents; this happened to me the preceding
morning, A man brought his fon, a boy about nine or ten
years of age; and prefented him to me., As the report of
felling
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felling their children was then current, I thought, at firft 1773
that he wanted me to buy the boy. But, at laft, I found n__»___.-
that he wanted me to give him a white fhirt, which I ac= i
eordingly did. The boy was fo fond of his'new drefs that

he went all over the fhip, prefenting himfelf before every

one that came in his way. This freedom ufed by him,
offended Old Will the ram goat, who:gave him a butt with

his horns, and knocked him backward on the deck. Will

would have repeated his blow, had not fome of the.people

come to the boy’s aflitance. The misfortune, however,,

{feemed to him irreparable. The fhirt was dirtied, and he

was afraid to appear in the cabbin before his father, untill
brought in by Mr. Forfter ; when he told a very lamentable

flory againft Gourey the great dog (for fo they call all the
guadrupeds we had aboard), nor could he be reconciled,

till his fhirt was wafhed and dried. This ftory, though
extremely trifling in itfelf, will thew how liable we are to

miftake thefe people’s meaning, and to afcribe to them

cuftoms they never knew even in thought.

Abour nine o’clock, alarge double canoe, 1n which were
twenty or thirty people, appeared in fight. Our friends on
board feemed much alarmed, telling us that thele were
their enemies. Two of them, the one with a {fpear, and the
other with a flone hatchet in his hand, mounted the arm
chefts on the poop, and there;, in a kind of bravado, bid
thofe enemies defiance; while the others, who were on
board, took to their canoe and went a-fhore, probably to
fecure the women and children.

All I could do, Icould not prevail on the two that remain-
ed to call thefe firangers along-fide ; on the. contrary, they
were difpleafed at my doing it, and wanted me to fire upon

thems.
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them. The people in the canoe feemed to pay very little

—~— regard to thofe on board, but kept advancing flowly towards

the fhip, and, after performing the ufual ceremonies, put
along-fide. After this the chief was eafily prevailed upon
to come on beard, followed by many others, and peace was
immediately eftablithed on all fides. Indeed, it did not ap-
pear to me that thefe people had any intention to make war
upon their brethren. At leaft, if they had, they were fen-
fible enough to know, that this was neither the time nor
place for them to commit hoftilities.

One of the firft queftions thefe firangers afked, was for
Tupia; and when I told them he was dead, one or two ex-
preflfed their forrow by a kind of lamentation, which to me
appeared more formal than real. A trade foon commenced
between our people and them. It was not peffible to hinder
the former from felling the cloaths from off their backs for
the mereft trifles, things that were neither ufeful nor euri-
ous. This caufed me to difmifs the ftrangers fooner than I
would have done. When they departed, they went over to
Motuara, where, by the help of our glafles, we dilcovered
four or five canoes, and feveral people on the fhore, This
induced me to go over in my boat, accompanied by Mr.
Forfter and one of the officers. We were well received by
the chief and the whole tribe, which confifted of between
ninety and a hundred perfons, men, women, and children,
having with them fix canoes, and all their utenfils ; which
made it probable that they were come to refide in.this {ound.
But this is only conjecture: for it is very common for them,
when they even go but a little :wa}', to carry their whole
property with them ; every place being alike, if it affords
them the neceflary fubfiftence; {o that it can hardly 'be faid

3 they
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they are ever from home, Thus we may eafily account for
the emigration of thofe few families we found in Dulky
Bay.

Living thus difperfed in fmall parties, knowing no head
bur the chief of the family or tribe, whofe authority may
be very litde, they feel many inconveniencies, to which
well regulated focieties, united under one head or any other
form of government, are not fubject. Thefe form laws and
regulations for their general good ; they are not alarmed at
the appearance of every firanger ; and, if attacked or in-
vaded by a public enemy, have ftrong holds to retire to,
where they can, with advantage, defend themfelves, their
property, and their country. This feems to be the flate of
moft of the inbabitants of Eahei-nomauwe; whereas, thofe
of Tavai-poenammoo, by living a wandering life in fmall
parties, are deftitute of moft of thefe advantages, which
fubjects them to perpetual alarms. We generally found
them upon their guard, wavelling and working, as it were,
with their arms in their hands. Even the women are not
exempted from bearing arms, as appeared by the firft inter-
view I had with the family in Dufky Bay; where each of
the two women was armed with a fpear, not lefs than (8
feet in length.

[ was led into thefe refleCtions, by not being able to re-
colleét the face of any one perfon I had feen here three
years ago. Nor did it once appear, that any oné of them
had theleaft knowledge of me, or of any perfon with me that
was here at that time. It is, therefore, highly probable,
that the greateft part of the people which inhabited this
found in the beginning of the year 1770, have been fince
driven out of it, or have, of their own accord, removed

{fome-
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{omewhere elfe. Certain it is, that not one third of the
inhabitants were here now, that were then. Their flrong
hold on the point of Motuara hath been long deferted; and
we found many forfaken habitations in all parts of the
found. We are not, however, wholly to infer from this,
that this place hath been once very populous; for each
family may, for their own convenience, when they move
from place to place, have more huts than onc or two.

It may be afked, if thefe people had never feen the En-
deavour, nor any of her crew, how could they become ac-
quainted with the name of Tupia, or have in their pofleflion
(which many of them had) fuch articles, as they could only
have got from that fhip ! To this it may be anfwered, that
the name of Tupia, was {o popular among them when the
Endeavour was here, that it would be no wonder if, at this
time, it was known over great part of New Zealand, and as
familiar to thofe who never faiv him, as to thofe who did.
Had thips, of any other nation whatever, arrived here, they
would have equally enquired of them for Tupia. By the
fame way of reafoning, many of the articles left here by
the Endeavour, may be now in pofleflion of thofe who never
faw her. 1 got from one of the people, now prefent, an
ear ornament, made of glafs very well formed and polithed.
The glafs they muft have got from the Endeavour,

After pafling about an hour on Motuara with thefe peo-
ple, and having diftributed among them fome prefents, and
{hewed to the chief the gardens we had made, I returned
on board, and fpent the remainder of our Royal Malfter’s
birth-day in feftivity ; having the company of Captain Iur-
neaux and all his officers.  Double allowance enabled the
feamen to fhare in the general joy.

Both
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Both fhips being now ready for fea, I gave Captain Fur- -jijﬁ.’:-
neaux an account in writing of the route I intended to take; «—~—
which was to proceed to the Eaft, between the latitudes of
41° and 46° South, until I arrived in the longitude of 140° or |

, 135° Welt; then, provided no land was difcovered, to pro-
' ceed to Otaheite; from thence back to this place, by the
(horteft route; and after taking in wood and water, to pro- .
ceed to the South, and explore all the unknown parts of the
fea between the meridian of New Zealand and Cape Horn.
Therefore, in cafe of feparation before we reached Otaheite,

I appointed that ifland for the place of rendezvous, where he
was to wait till the 2oth of Auguft: If not joined by me _
before that time, he was then to make the beft of his way 1
back to Queen Charlotte’s Sound, where he was to wait

until the 20th of November: After which (if not joined by

me) he was to put to fea, and carry into execution their i
Lordfhips inftructions.

]
Some may think itan extraordinary flep in me to proceed ]|
on difcoveries as far South as 46 degrees of latitude, in the
very depth of winter, But though it muft be owned, that
winter is by no means favourable for difcoveries, it never-
thelefs appeared to me neceflfary that fomething fhould be |;;j i
done in it, in order to leflen the work I was upon; left I ;
fhould not be able to finith the difcovery of the fouthern
part of the South Pacific Ocean the enfuing fummer. Be.
fides, if I fhould difcover any land in my route to the Eaft, I '

; fhould be ready to begin, with the fummer, to explore it, :
b Setting afide all thefe confiderations, I had little 1o fear; i
having two good fhips well provided, and healthy crews. r

Where then could I fpend my time better? If I did nothing |
mrore, I was at leaft in hopes of being able to point out ! _;

o to
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to pofterity, that thefe feas may be navigated, and that it is
practicable to go on difcoveries, even in the very depth of
winter.

During our ftay in the Sound, I had obferved thar this
fecond vific made to this country, had not mended the
morals of the natives of cither fex. I had always looked
upon the females of New Zealand to be more chafle than
the generality of Indian women. Whatever favours a few
of them might have granted to the people in the Endeavour,
it was generally done in a private manner, and the men did
not feem to intereft themfelves much in it. But now, I was
told, they were the chief promoters of a thameful traffic,
and that, for a {pike nail, or any other thing they value,
they would oblige the women to proftitute themfielves,
whether they would or no; and even without any regard to
that privacy, which decency required.

During our ftay here Mr. Wales Ioft no opportunity to
obferve equal altitudes of the f{un, for obtaining the rates
of the watches. The refult of his labours proved that Mr,
Kendal’s, was gaining g¢“, 5 per day, and Mr. Arnold’s,
lofing 94", 158 per day, on mean time.
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