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An Aecount of the Reception we met with at Huabeine,
I : T ¥ - 3 2. y T
with the Incidents that bappened while the Ships lay
there, and of Omai, one of the Natives, coming away in

the Adventure.

AS {foon as we were clear of the bay, and our boats in,
I direted my courfe for the Ifland of Huaheing,
where I intended to touch. We made it the next day, and
fpent the night, making fhort boards under the north end
of the ifland. At day-light in the morning of the 3d, we
made fail for the harbour of Owharre:; in which the Refo-
lution anchored, about nine o’clock, in twenty-four fathoms
water. As the wind blew out of the harbour, I chofe to turn
in by the fouthern channel, it being the wideft. The Refo-
lution turned in very well, but the Adventure, mifling ftays,
got afhore on the north fide of the channel. I had the Refo-
lution’s launch in the water ready, in cafe of an accident of
this kind, and fent her immediately to the Adventure. By
this timely afliftance, fhe was got off again, without receiv-
ing any damage. Several of the natives, by this time, had
come off to us, bringing with them fome of the produions
of the ifland; and, as foon as the thips were both in fafety,
I'landed with Captain Furneaux, and was received by the
natives with the utmoft cordiality. I diftributed fome pre-
tentsamong them ; and prefently after, they brought down
hogs, fowls, dogs, and fruits, which they willingly ex-
changed for hatchets, nails, beads, &c. The like trade

i was
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was foon opened on board the fhips; fo that we had 2 fair
profpe& of being plentifully fupplied with frefh pork and
fowls; and, to people in our fituation, this was no unwel-
come thing. Ilearnt that my old friend Oree, chief of the
ifle, was ftill living, and that he was haftening to this part

to {ee me.

Farly next morning, Lieutenant Pickerfgill failed with
the cutter, on a trading party, toward the fouth end of the
ifle. I alfo fent another trading party on fhore near the
fhips, with which I went myfelf, to fee that it was properly
conduéted at the firft fetting out, a very neceflary point to
be attended to: Every thing being fettled to my mind; I
went, accompanied by Captain Furneaux and Mr. Forfter,
to pay my firlt vifit to Oree, who, I was told, was waiting
for me. We were condudted to-the place by one of the na-
tives ; but were not permitted to go-out of our boat, till we
had gone through fome part of the following cercmony,
ufually performed at this ifle; on fuch like occafions. The
Loat, in which we were defired to remain, being landed be-
fore the chief’s houfe, that flood: clofe to the fhore, five
young plantain trees, which are their emblems of peace,
were brought on board {eparately, and with fome ceremony.
Three young pigs,with their ears ornamented. with. cocoa-
nut fibres, accompanied the firft threc; and a dog, the
fourth. FEach had its particular name, and purpofe, rather
too myfterious for us to underftand. Laftly, the chief fent
to me the infcription engraved on a. fmall piece of pewter,
which I left with him in July 1769. It was in the fame bag
1 had made for it, together with a piece of counterfeit Eng-
lifh coin, and-a few beads, put in at the fame time; which
fhews how well he had taken care of the whole. When
they
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they had made an end of putting into the boat the things
juft mentioned, our guide, who ftill remained with us, de-
fired us to decorate three young plantain trees with looking-
glafles, nails, medals, beads, &c. &c. This being accord-
ingly done, we landed with thefe in our hands, and were
condudted towards the chief, through the multitude; they
making a lane, as it were, for us to pafs through. We were
made to {it down a few paces fhort of the chief, and our
plantains were then taken from us, and, one by one, laid
before him, as the others had been laid before us. One was
for Eatowa (or God), the fecond for the Eares (or King), and
the third for Tyo (or Friendfhip). This being done, I
wanted to go to the King, but was told that he would come
to me; which he accordingly did, fell upon my neck, and em-
braced me. This was by no means ceremonious ; the tears.
which trickled plentifully down his venerable old c‘.'_;":_'f;"
{fufficiently befpoke the language of his heart. The whole
remony being over, all his friends were introduced to us,
tham we made prefents, Mine to the chief confilted of
the moft valuable articles I had; for I regarded this man as
a father. In return he gave me a hog, and a quantity of
cloth, promifling that all our wants ﬂlm. d be fupplied; and
it will foon appear how well he kept his word. At length
we tock leave, and returned on board ; and, fome time after,
Mr. Pickerf{gill returned alfo with fourteen hogs. Many
more were got by exchanges on fhore, and along-fide the

thips ; befides fowls, and fruit in abundance
This good old chief made me a vifit early in the morning
on the sthy together with fome of his friends, bringing me
a hog and fome fruir, for which I made him a fuitable re-
turn. He carried his kindnefs fo far, as not to fail to {end
me every day, for my table, the very beft of ready drefled
- fruit,
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fruit, and roots, and in great plenty. Lieutenant Pickerf-
gill being again fent with the two boats, in fearch of hogs,
returned in the evening with twenty-eight; and about four
times that number were purchafed on fhore, and along-fide
the fhips.

Next morning the trading party, confifling of only two or
three people, were {fent on fthore as ufual; and, after break-
faft, T went to the place myfelf, when I learnt that one of
the inhabitants had been very troublefome and infolent.
This man being pointed out ‘to me, completely equipped in
the war habit with a club in each hands, as he feemed bent
on mifchief, [ took thefe from him, broke them before his
eyes, and, with fome difficulty, forced him to retire from the
place. As they told me that he was a chief, this made me
the more {ufpicious of him, and occafioned me to fend for
a guard, which till now I bad thought unneceflary. About
this time, Mr. Spearman, haring in'tpl'L:LJr::".[]j.-' gone out
alone botanizing, was fet upon by two men, who firipped
him of every thing he had about him, except his trowfers,
ftruck him feveral times with his own hanger, but happily
did him no harm. As foon as they had accomplifhed their
end, they made off; after which another of the natives
brought a piece of cloth to cover him, and conducted him to
the wading place, where were a great number of the inha-
bitants. The very inftant Mr. Spearman appeared in the con-
dition I have juft mentioned, they fled to a man with the
utmolt precipitation. My firlt conjectures were, that they
had ftolen fomething ; but we were foon undeceived, when
we faw Mr. Spearman, and the affair wasrelated to us. As
{foon as I could recal a few of the natives, and had made
them fenfible that I fhould take no ftep to injure thole
who

s
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who were innocent, I went to Oree to complain of this out-
rage, taking with us the man who came back with Mr.
Spearman, to confirm the complaint. As foon as the chief
heard the whole aflair related, he wept aloud, as did many
others. After the firft tranfports of his grief were over, he
began to expoitulate with his people, telling them (as far
as we could underfland) how well I had treated them, both
in this and my former voyage, and how bale it was in them
to commit {uch actions. He then took a very minute account
of the things Mr. Spearman had been robbed of, promifed
to do all in his power to recover them, and rifing up, defired
me to follow him to my boat. When the people faw this,
being, as [ fuppofed, apprehenfive of his fafety, they ufed
every argument to diffuade him from what they, no doubrt,
thought a rafth ftep. He haftened into the boat, notwith-
ftanding all they could do or fay. As foon as they faw their
beloved chief wholly in my power, they fet up a great out-
cry. The grief they thewed was inexpreilible ; every face
was bedewed with tears; they prayed, entreated, nay at-
tempted to pull him out of the boat. I even joined my en-
treaties to theirs; for I could not bear to fee them in fuch
diftrefs. All that could be faid, or done, availed nothing.
He infifted on my coming into the boat, which was no fooner
done than he ordered it to be put off. His fifter, with a
{pirit equal to that of her royal brother, was the only perfon
who did not oppofe his going. As his intention in coming
into our boat was to go with us in fearch of the robbers, we
proceeded accordingly as far as it was convenient by water;
thenlanded, entered the country, and travelled {fome milesin-
land, the chiet leading the way, inquiring of every ene he
faw. Atlength he ftepped into a houfe by the road fide,
ordered fome cocoa-nuts for us, and after we were a little
refrefhed,
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refrefhed, wanted to proceed ftill farther. But this I oppofeds
thinking that we might be carried to the very fartheft end
of the ifland, after things, the moit of which, before they
came into our hands again, might not be worth the bring-
ing home. The chief ufed many arguments to perfuade
me to proceed, telling me that I might fend my boat round
to meet us, or that he would get a canoe to bring us home,
if I thought it too far to travel.. But I swas refolved to return,
and he was obliged to comply and return with me, when
he faw 1 would follow him no farther. I only defired he
would fend {omebody for the things; for I found that the
thieves had got fo much flart of us, that we might follow
them to the remoteft parts of the ifle, without fo much as
feeing them. Befides, as 1 intended to fail the next morn-
ing, this occalioned a great lofs to us, by putting a {top to
all manner of trade ; for the natives were {o much alarmed,
that none came near us, but thofle that were about the chief.
1t, therefore, became the more neceflary for me to return, to
reftore things to their former fltate. When we got back to
our boar, we there found Oree’s fifter, and feveral more
perfons who had travelled by land to the place. We imme-
diately ftepped into the beat in order to return on board,
without fo much as afking the chief to accompany us. He,
however, infifted on going alfo; and followed us into the
boat in {pite of the oppofition and entreaties of thofe about
him; his fifler-followed his example, and the tears and
prayers of her daughter, who was about fixteen or eightecn
years of age, had no weight with her on this occafion. The
chief far at table with us, and made a hearty dinner; his
filter, according to cuftom, eat nothing. After dinmer, I
fufficiently rewarded them for the confidence they had put
in
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in me; and, foon after, carried them both on {hore, where
{ome hundreds of people waited to receive them, many of
whom embraced their.chief with tears of joy. All was now
joy and peace : the people crowded in, from every part, with
hogs, fowls, and fruit, fo that we prefently {illed two boats:
Oree himfelf prefented me with a large hog and a quantity
of fruit. The hanger (the only thing of value Mr. Spear-
man had loft) with part of his coat, were brought us; and
we were told, we fhould have the others the next day. fome
of the officers, who were out on a fhooting party, had fome
things ftolen from them, which were returned in like
manner.

Thus ended the troublefome tranfaétions of this day,
which I have been the more particular in relating, becaufe it
fhews what great confidence this brave old chief put in us;
it al{o, in fome degree, fhews that friendfhip is facred with
them. Oree and E were profefled friends in all the forms
cuftomary among them; and he feemed to think that this
could not be broken by the a& of any other perfons. In-
deed this feemed to be the great argument he made ufe of
to his people, when they oppofed his going into my boat.
IHis words were to this effe¢t.—* Oree (meaning me, for fo
¢« T was always called) and I are friends ; I'have done no-
¢ thing to forfeit his friendfhip; why then fhould I not go
We, however, may never find another chief,

¥

“ with him
who will a¢ in the fame manner under fimilar circum-
ftances. It may be afked, What had he to fear!? to which I
anfwer, Nothing. FEor it was not my intention to hurt an
hair of his head, or to detain him a. moment longer than he
defired. But how was he or the people to know this? They
were not ignorant, that, if he was once in. my power, the
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whole force of the ifland could not take him from me, and
that, let my demands for his ranfom have been ever fo high,
they muft have complied with them. Thus far their fears,
both for hisand their own fafety, were founded in reafon.

On the 7th, early in the morning, while the fhips were
unmooring, I went to pay my farewell vifit to Oree, accom-
panied by Captain Furneaux and Mr. Forfter. We took with
us for a prefent, fuch things as were not only valuable, but
afeful. I alfo left with him the infeription plate he had be-
fore in keeping, and another fmall copper-plate on which
were engraved thefe words, ¢ Anchored here, his Britannic
« Majefty’s thips Refolution and Adventure, September 1773,
together with fome medals, all put up in a bag; of which
the chief promifed to take care, and to produce, to the firft
thip or fhips that fhould arrive at the ifland. He then gave
me a hog; and, after trading for fix or eight more, and
loading the boat with fruit, we took leave, when the good
old chief embraced me with tears in his eyes. At this inter-
view, nothing was faid about the remainder of Mr. Spear-
man’s clothes. - I judged they were not brought in; and, for
hat reafon, did not mention them, left I thould give the
chief pain about things I did not give him time to recover ;

18

for this was early in the morning.

When we returned to the fhips, we found them crowded
round with canoes full of hogs, fowls; and fruit, as at our
fitft arrival. 1 had not been long on board, before Oree
himfelf came, to inform me, as we underftood, that the
~obbers were taken, and to defire us to go on fhore, either
to pun‘.!h, or to fee them punifhed; but this could not be
done, as the Refolunion was juft under fail, and the Adven-
ture already out of the harbour. The chief flayed on board

1 till
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till we were:a full half league out at{ea ; then took a moft 773
affectionate leave of me; and wentaway in a €anoe, COnN- ‘———
duéted by one man and himfelf ; all the others having gone Tughny.7,
long before. I was forry that it was not convenient for me

to go on fthore with him, to fee in what manner thefe people

would have been punifhed ; for I am fatisfied, this was what

brought him on board,

During our fhort ftay at the fmall but fertile ifle of Hua-
heine, we procured to both fhipsnot lefs than three hundred
hozs, befides fowls and fruits; and, had we flayed longer,
might hav¢ Tot ‘many more: for none of thefe articles of
refrefhment were feemingly diminifhed, but appeared every

where in as great abundance as ever.

Before we quitted this ifland Captain Furneaux agreed to
receive on board his fhip a young man named Omai, a
native of Ulictea, where he had had fome property, of which
he had been difpoflefled by the people of Bolabola. I at firft
rather wondered that Captain Furneaux would encumber
himfelf with this man, who, in my opinion, was not a pro-
per fample of the inhabitants of thefe happy iflands, not
having any advantage of birth; or acquired rank ; nor be-
ing eminent in fhape, figure, or complexion. For their
people of the firlt rank are much fairer, and ufually better
behaved, and more intelligent, than the middling clafs of
people, among whom Omai is to be ranked. T have, how-
ever, fince my arrival in England, been convinced of my

rror : for excepting his complexion, (which is undoubt-
edly of a deeper hue than that of the Earees or gentry, who,
as in other countries, live a more luxurious life, and are
lefs expofed to the heat of the fun) I much doubt whether
any other of the natives would have given more genenal {a-
Z tisfaction
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tisfaction by his behaviour among us. Omai has moft cer-
tainly a very good underftanding, quick parts, and honeft
principles ; he has a natural good behaviour, which ren-
dered him acceptable to the beft company, and a proper de-
gree of pride, which taught him to aveid the fociety of
perfons of inferior rank. He has paflions of the fame kind
as other young men, but has judgment enough not to in-
dulge them in an improper excefs. I do not imagine that
he has any diflike to liquor, and if he had fallen into com-
pany where the perfon who drank the moft, met with the
moft approbation, 1 have no doubt, but that he would have
endeavoured to gain the applaufe of thofe with whom he
aflociated ; but fortunately for him, he perceived that drink-
ing was very little in ufe but among inferior people, and as

he was very watchful into the manners and conduct of the

perfons of rank who honoured him with their protection,
he was {fober and modeft, and I never heard that, during the
whole time of his ftay in England, which was two years, he
ever once was difguifed with wine, or ever fhewed an in-
clination to go beyond the fricteft rules of moderation.

Soon afrer his arrival in London, the Earl of Sandwich,
‘he firft Lord of the Admiralty, introduced him to his Ma-
jefty at Kew, when he met with a moft gracious reception,
and imbibed the firongeft impreflion of duty and gratitude
to that great and amiable prince, which I am perfuaded he
will preferve to the lateft moment of his life. During his
ftay among us he was carefled by many of the principal no-
bility, and did nothing to forfeit the efteem of any one of
them ; but his principal patrons were the Earl of Sandwich,
Mr, Banke, and Dr. Solander ; the former probably thought
it a'uty of his office to protedt and countenance an inhabi-

tant
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