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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

CHAUP XIV,

An. Account' of a Spanifb Ship vifiting Otabeite; the pre-
Sent State of the Iflands; with fome Obfervations. on the
Difeafes and Cuftoms of the Inbabitants, and fome Mijf-

takes concerning the Women correfled,

SHALL now give fome farther account of thefe iflands;
for, although I have been pretty minute in relating the

daily tranfactions, fome things, which are rather interefting,.
have been omitted.

Soon after qur arrival at Otaheite, we were informed that
a thip, about the fize of the Refolution, had been in at

Owhajurua harbour near the 8. E. end of the ifland, where:

{he remained about three weeks ; and had been gone about
three months before we arrived. We were told that four of
the natives were gone away in her, whofe names were De-
bedebea—Pacodou—Tanadooee—and Opahiah. At this time,
we conjectured this was a French fhip ; but, on our arrival
at the Cape of Good Hope, we learnt fhe was a Spaniard,
which had been fent out from America, The Otaheiteans
complained of a difeafe communicated to them by the
people in this fhip, which they faid affected the head, tliroat,
and ftomach; and at length- killed them. They feemed to-

~dread 1t much, and were continually inquiting if we had

it. This thip they diftinguithed by the name of Pabai no
Pep-pe (thipiof Peppe), and called the difeafe 4pa no Pep-pe,
juit as they call.the venereal difeale Apa no Pretare (Englith

difeafe)y,
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difeafe), though they, to a man, fay it was brought to the
ifle by M. de Bougainville ; but I have already obferved that
they thought M. Bougainville came from Pretane, as well as
every other thip which has touched at the ifle.

Were it not for this affertion of the natives, and none of
Captain Wallis’s people being affetted with the venereal
difeafe, either while they were at Otaheite, or after they left
it, 1{hould have concluded that, long before thefe iflanders
were vifited by Europeans, this, or fome difeafe which is
near a kin to it, had exifted amongft them. For I have
heard them fpeak of people dying of a diforder which we
interpreted to be the pox, before that period.  But be this as
it will, ic is now far lefs common amongft them, than it'was
in the year 1769, when I firft vifited thefe ifles.  They fay
they can cureit; and fo it fully appears. ¥or, notwithftand-
ing moft of my people made pretty free with the women, very
few of them were afterwards affected with the diforder, and
thofe who were, had it in fo flight a manner, that it was
eafily removed: But amongft the natives, whenever it turns
to a pox, they tell us it is incurable. Some of our people
pretend to have feen fome of them who had this laft diforder
in a high degree; but the Surgeon, who made it his bufi-
nefs to inquire, could never fatisfy himfelf in this point.
"Thefe people are, and were before Europeans vifited them,
very fubject to ferophulous difeafes; fo that a feaman might
eafily miftake one diforder for another.

The ifland of Otaheite which, in the years 1767 and 1768,
a5 it were, fwarmed with hogs and fowls, was now fo ill
fupplied with thefe animals, that hardly any thing could
induce the owners to part with them. The few they had, at

this time, among them, feemed to be at the difpofal of the
kings.
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kings. For while we lay at Oaiti-piha Bay, in the kingdom
of Tiarrabou, or lefler Peninfula, every hog or fowl we faw,
we were told, belonged to Waheatooa ; and all we faw in
the kingdom of Opoureonu, or the greater Peninfula, be-
longed to Otoo. During the feventeen days we were at this
ifland, we got but twenty-four hogs; the half of which
came from the two kings themfelves; and, I believe, the
other half were fold us by their permiflion or order. We
were, however, abundantly fupplied with all the fruits the
ifland produces; except bread-fruit, which was not in feafon
either at this or the other ifles. Cocoa-nuts and plantains
were what we got the moft of; the latter, together with a
few yams and other roots, were to us a fuccedaneum for
bread. At Otaheite we got great plenty of apples, and a
fruit like a netarine, called by them Abeeya. This fruit
was common to all the ifles; but apples we got only at Ota-
heite, and found them of infinite ufe to the fcorburic people.
Of all the feeds that have been brought to thefe iflands by
Europeans, none have fucceeded but pumpkins; and thefe
they do not like ; which is not to be wondered at.

The fearcity of hogs at Otaheite may be owing to two
eaufes ; firft, the number which have been confumed, and
carried off by the thipping which have touched here of late
years; and fecondly, to the frequent wars between the two
kingdoms. We know of two fince the year 1767 ; at pre-
fent a peace fubfills between them; though they do not
feem to entertain much friendfhip for each other. I never
could learn the caufe of the late war, nor who got the
better in the conflict. In the battle, which put an end to
the difpute, many were killed on both fides. On the part of
Opoureonu, fell Toutaha, and feveral other chiefs, who
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were mentioned to me by name. Toutaha lies interred in
the family Marai at Oparree; and his mother, and feveral
other women who were of his houfehold, are now taken
care of by Otoo the reigning prince—a man, who, at firft,
did not appear to us to much advantage. I know but little
of Waheatooa of Tiarrabou. This prince, who is not above
twenty years of age, appeared with all the gravity of a man
of fifty. His fubjes do not uncover before him, or pay him
any outward obeifance as is done to Otoo ; neverthelels, they
feem-to thew him full as much refpe@, and he appeared in
rather more ftate. He was attended by a few middle-
aged, or elderly men, who feemed to be his counfellors.
This is what appeared to me to be the then ftate of Otahcite.
The other iflands, that is, Huaheine, Ulictea, and Otaha,
were in a more flourifhing ftate than they were when I was
there before. Since that time, they had enjoyed the blefling
of peace; the people feemed to be as happy as any under
heaven; and well they may, for they poflefs not only the
neceflaries, but many of the luxuries of life in the greateft
profufion ; and my young man told me that hogs, fowls,
and fruits are in equal plenty at Bola-bola, a thing which
Tupia would never allow. To clear up this feeming con-
tradiction, I muft obferve, that the one was prejudiced
againft, and the other in favour of, this ifle.

The produce of the iflands, the manners and cuftoms of
the natives, &c, having been treated at large in the narrative
of my former voyage, it will be unneceflary to take notice
of thefe fubjeés in this, unlefs where I can add new matter,
or clear up any miftakes which may have been committed.

As I had fome reafon to believe, that amongft their reli-
gious cuftoms, human facrifices were fometimes confidered
* a5
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as neceflary, Lwent one day to a Mare: in Matavai, in company 1773
1 with Captain Furneaux ; having with us, as I had upon all w——
! other.occafions, one of my men who fpoke their language
tolerably well, and feveral of the natives, one of whom ap-
peared to bean intelligent, fenfible man, In the Mara: was a

Tupapow, on which lay a corpfe and fome viands; fo that
: every thing promifed fuccels to my inquiries. I began with
} aftking queftions relating to. the feveral objeéts before me,
1 if the plantains, &c. were for the Eafua? If they facrificed

to the Larua, hogs, dogs, fowls, &c. to all of which he an-
{wered in the aflirmative. I then afked, If they. facrificed
i men to the Eatua? heanfwered, Taata ens 3 that 1s, bad men
they did, firlt Tiparraby, or beating them till they were dead.
I then afked him, If good men were put to death in this
; manner? his anfwer was, No, only Taata eno. 1 afked him,
If any Earces were? he faid; they had hogs to give to the
Eatua, and again repeated Taato eno, 1 next afked ham, If
Towwtows, that is, fervants or flaves, who had no hogs, dogs,
i or fowls, but yet were good men, if they were facrificed to
‘ the Fatua® his anfwer was, No, only bad men. I afked him
{everal more queftions, and all his arifwers feemed to tend to

! this one point, that men for certain crimes were con-
| demned to be facrificed to the gods, provided they had not
| wherewithal to redeem themfelves. This, I think, implicé,
| that, on fome occafions, human f{acrifices are confidered as
i neceffary ; particularly when they take {fuch men as have, by
| the laws of the country, forfeited their lives, and have no-
i thing to redeem them ; and fuch will generally be found
' |]' among the lower clafs of people.

e I

The man of whom I made thefe inquiries, as well as fome
others,.took fome pains to explain the whole of this. cuftom
to us; but we were not mafters enough of their language
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to underftand them. I have fince learnt from Omai, that
they offer human facrifices to the Supreme Being. Accord-
ing to his account, what men fhall be fo facrificed, depends
on the caprice of the high prieft, who, when they are
affembled on any folemn occafion, retires alone into the
houfe of God, and ftays there fome time. When he comes
out, he informs them, that he has feen and converfed with
their great God (the high prieft alone having that privilege),
and that he has afked for a human facrifice, and tells them
‘hat he has defired fuch a perfon,naminga man prefent, whom
moft probably the prieft has an antipathy againft. He is
immediately killed, and fo falls a victim to the prieft’s re-
fentment, who, no doubt, (if neceffary) has addrefs enough
to perfuade the people that he wasa bad man. If I except
their funeral ceremonies, all the knowledge that has been
obtained of their religion, has been from information ; and
as their language is but imperfectly underflood, even by
thofe who pretend to the greateft knowledge of it, very little
on this head is yet known with cerrainty.

The liquor which they make from the plant called dva
ava, is exprefled from the root, and not from the leaves, as
mentioned in the narrative of my former voyage. The
manner of preparing this liquor is as fimple as it is difguft-
ing to an European. It is thus: feveral people take fome,of
the root and chew it till 1t is foftand pulpy; then they {pit
.t out into a platter or other veflel, every one into the fame;
when a {ufficient quantity is chewed, more or lefs water is

ur to it, according as it is to be ftrong or weak; the juice,
thus diluted, is ftrained through fome fibrous ftuff like fine
{havings; after which itis fic for drinking, and this is al-
ways done immediately. It has a pepperifh tafte, drinks flat,
5 and
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and rather infipid. But though it is intoxicating, I faw only
one inftance where it had that effet; as they generally
drink it with great moderation, and but little at a time.
Sometimes they chew this root in their mouths, as Euro-
peans do tobacco, and fwallow their fpittle; and fometimes
1 have feen them eat it wholly.

At Ulietea they cultivate great quantities of this plant. At
Otaheite but very little. I believe there are but few iflands
in this fea, that do not produce more or lefs of it; and the
natives apply it to the fame ufe, as appears by Le Mair’s ac-
count of Horn ifland, wherein he fpeaks of the natives mak-
ing a liquor from a plant in the fame manner as above men-
tioned.

Great injuftice has been done the women of Otaheite, and
the Society Ifles, by thofe who have reprefented them, with-
out exception, as ready to grant the laft favour to any man
who will come up to their price. But this is by no means
the cafe; the favours of married women, and alfo the un-
married of the better fort, are as difficult to be obtained here,
as in any other country whatever. Neither can the charge
be underftood indifcriminately of the unmarried of the low-
er clafs, for many of thefe admit of no fuch familiarities,
That there are proftitutes here, as well as in other countries,
1s very true, perhaps more in proportion, and fuch were
thofe who came on board the fhips to our people, and fre-
quented the poft we had on fhore. By feeing thefe mix in-
difcriminately with thofe of a different turn, even of the firlt
rank, one is, at firft, inclined to think that they are all dif-
pofed the fame way, and that the only difference is in the
price. But the truth is, the woman who becomes a profti-
tute, does not feem, in their opinion, to have committed a
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crime of fo deep a dye as to exclude her from the efteem
and fociety of the community in general. On the whole; a
ftranger who vifits England might, with equal juftice, draw
the charaéters of the women there, ffom thofe which he
might meet with on board the fhips in one of the naval
ports, or in the purlieus of Covent-Garden and Drury-Lane.
I muft; iowever, allow that. they are -all completely verfed
i the art of coguetry, and that very few of them fix any
bounds to their converfation. 1t is, therefore, no-wender
that they have obtained the character of libertines.

To what hath been faid of the geography of thefe ifes, int
‘he narrative of my former VOy4ge, I {hall mow only add,
that we found the latitude of Oaiti-piha bay, in Otaheire, t0
be 14° 46 28" South, and - the longitude o 21’ 253" Eaft
from Point Venus; oOr 149% 13’ 24" Weft from Greenwich.
The difference both of latitude and longitude, between Poing
venus ‘and Oaiti-piha, is greater than 1 fuppofed it to be,
when T madé the circuit of the ifland in 1769, by two miles,
and 4 3 miles refpectively. It is, therefore, highly pro-
bable, that the whole ifland is of a greater extent, than I, at
that time, eftimated it to be. The aftronomers fet up their
obfervatory, and made their obfervations, on Point Venus,
the latitude of which they found to be 17°29' 13" Southe
This differs but two feconds from that which Mr. Green and
i found; and its longitude; vize 149° 34 491" Welt, forany
thing that is yet known to the contrary, is as exact.

We. Kendal's watch was found to be gaining on mean
time. 8" 863 per day, which is only o 142 lefs than atQucen
Charlotte’s Sound, confequently its errot in longitude was

trifling.
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