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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

C H'A P, 11,

The Arrival of the Ships at Amflerdams.a Defcription
of a Place of Worfbip ; andan Account of the Incidents
which happened while they remained at that Ifland.

S foon as I was on board, we made fail down to Am-~

flterdam. The people of this ifle were fo little afraid
of us, that fome met us in three canoes about midway be-
tween the two ifles. They ufed their utmoft efforts to get
on board, but without effe, as we did not thorten fail for
them, and the rope which we gave them broke. They then
attempted to board the Adventure, and met with the fame
difappointment. We ran along the S. W. coaft of Amfter-
dam at half a mile from fhore, on which the fea broke in a
great furf. We had an opportunity, by the help of our
glafles, to view the face of the ifland, every part of which
feemed to be laid out in plantations. We obferved the na-
tives running along the fhore, difplaying fmall white flags,
which we took for enfigns of peace, and anfwered them by
hoifting a St. George's enfign. Thrce men belonging to
Middleburg, who, by fome means or other, had been left on
board the Adventure, now left her, and fwam to the thore;
not knowing that we intended to ftop at this ifle, and having;
no inclination, as may be fuppofed, to go away with us.

As foon as we opened the weft fide of the ifle, we were met
by feveral canoes, each conduéted by three or four men.
They came boldly along-fide, prefented us with fome Eave
root, and then came on board, without farther ceremony,
nviting
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

inviting us, by all the friendly figns they could make, to go
to their ifland, and pointing to the place where we fhould
anchor; at leaft fo we underftood them. After a few boards
we anchored in Van Diemen’s Road, in eighteen fathoms
water, little more than a cable’s length from the breakers
which line the coaft. We carried out the coafting anchor
and cable to feaward, to keep the fhip from tailing on the
rocks, in cafe of a fhiftof wind or a calm. This laft anchor lay
in forty-feven fathoms water; {o fteep was the bank on which
we anchored. By this time we were crowded with people;
lome came off in canoes, and others fwam; but, like
thofe of the other ifle, brought nothing with them but cloth,
matting, &c. for which the feamen only bartered away their
cloaths. As it was probable they would foon feel the effeéts
of this kind of traffic, with a view to put a flop to it, and to
obtain the neceflary refrefhments, I gave orders that no fort
of curiofities fhould be purchafed by any perfon whatever.

The good effect of this order was found in the morning.
For when the natives faw we would purchafe nothing but
eatables, they brought off banances and cdcoa-nuts in
abundance, fome fowls and pigs; all of which they ex.

changed for fmall nails and picces of cloth: even old rags.

of any fort was enough for a pig, or a fowl,

Matters being thus eftablithed, and proper perfons ap-
pointed to trade under the dire@ion of the officers to pre-~
vent difputes, after breakfaft I landed, accompanied by
Captain Furneaux, Mr. Forfler, and {everal of the officers;
having along with us a chief, or perfon of fome note, whofe.
name was Attago, who had attached himfelf to me, from
the firlt moment of his coming on board, which was before
weanchored. I know. net how he came to difcover that I
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

was the commander; but, ecertain it is, he was not long on
deck before he fingled me out from all the other gentlemen,
making me a prefent of fome cloth, and other things he
had about him: and, as a greater teftimony of friend(hip,
we now exchanged names; a cuftom which is practifed at
Otaheite, and the Society Ifles. We were lucky, or rather
we may thank the natives, for having anchored before a
narrow creek in the rocks which line the fhore. To this
creck we were conducted by my friend Attago; and there
we landed dry on the beach, and within the breakers, in the
face of a vaft crowd of people, who received us in the dame
friendly manner that thofe of Middleburg had done.

As foon as we were landed, all the gentlemen fet out into
the country, accompanied by fome of the natives.. But the
moft of them remained with Captain Furneaux and me, who
amufed ourfelves fome time in diftributing prefents amongit
them ; efpecially to fuch as Attago pointed out ; which were
not many, but who, I afterwards found, were of {uperior
rank to himfelf. At thistime, however, he feemed to be the
principal perfon, and to be obeyed as fuch. After we had
fpent fome time on the beach, as we complained of the
hear, Attago immediately conducted and feated us under the
{hade of a tree, ordering the people to form a circle round
us. This they did, and never once attempted to pufh them-
{elves upon us like the Otaheitcans,

After fitting here fome time, and diflributing fome pre-
to thofe about us, we fignified our defire to fee the
country. The chief immediately took the hint, and con-
duc’tmifua along a lane that led toan open green, on the one
fide of which was a houfe of worthip built on a mount that

had been raifed by the hand of mam, about fixteen or
eighteen

{fents
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

eigitteen feet above the common level, It had an oblong
figure, and was inclofed by a wall or parapet of ftone, about
three feec in height. From this wall the mount rofe with
a gentle flope, and was covered with a green turf. On the
top of it flood the houfe, which had the fame figure as the
mount, about twenty feet in length and fourteen or fixteen
broad. As foon as we came before the place, every one
feated himfelf on the green, about fifty or fixty yards from
the front of the houfe, Prefently came three elderly men ;
who feated themfelves berween us and it, and began a
fpeech, which | underflood te be a prayer, it being wholly
directed to the houfe. This lafted about ten minutes; and
then the priefts, for fuch I took them to be, came and fac
down along with us, when we made them prefents of fuch
things as were about us. Having then made figns to them
that we wanted to view the premifes, my friend Attago im-
mediately got up, and going with us, without thewing the

lealt .backwardnefs, gave us full liberty to examine every
part of it.

In the front were two flone fteps leading to the top of the:
wall; from this the afcent to the houfe was eafy, round
which was a fine gravel walk. The houfe was builr, in all
refpects, like to their common dwelling-houfes ; that is,
with pofts and rafters ; and covered with palm thatch. The
caves came down within about three feet of the ground,
which fpace was filled up with flrong matting made of palm
leaves as a wall. The floor of the houfe was laid with fine
gravel; except in the middle, where there was an oblong
fquare of blue pebbles, raifed about fix inches higher than
the floor. Ar one corner of the houfe ftood an image rudely
carved in wood, and on one fide lay another ; each about rwo
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A VOYACGE TOWARDS THE S§OUTH POLE,

feet'in length, I, who had no intention to offend either
them or their gods, did not fo much as touch them, but
afked Attago, as well 45 I could, if they were Eafuas or gods.
wWhether he underftood me or no I cannot fay; but he im-
mediately turned them over and over, in as rough a manner
as he would haye done any other log of wood, which con-
vinced me that they were not there as reprefentatives of the
Divinity. -Iwas curious to know if the dead were interred
there, and afked Attago feveral queflions relative thercto;
but I was not {ure that he underftood me; at leaft T did not
underftand the anfwers he made, well enough to fatisfy my
inquiries. For the reader muft know that, at our firlt com-
ing- among - thefe people, we hardly could underftand a
word they faid. Even my Otaheitean youth, and the man
on board the Adventure, were equally at a lofs: but more
of this by and bye. Before we quitted the houfe we thought
it neceflary to make an offering at the altar. Accordingly
awe laid down upon the blue pebbles, fome medals, nails, and
feveral other things; which we had no foener done than
my friend Attago took themup, and put them in his pocket.
rhe flones with which the walls were made that inclofed
this mount, were fome of them nine or ten feet by four,
and about fix inches thick. It is difficult to conceive how
they can cut fuch ftones out of the coral rocks.

This mount food in a kind of grove open only on the fide
which fronted the high road, and the green on which the
people were feated. At this green or open place, was a
junétion of five roads, two or three of which appeared to
be very public ones. The groves were compofed of feveral
forts of trees. Amongothers was the Eioa tree, as it is called
at Otaheite, of which are made clubs, &c. and a kind of low
o palm,
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

palm, which is very common in the northern parts of New
Holland.

After we had done examining this place of worfhip, which
in their language is called 4-fia-tou-ca, we defired to return;
but, inftead of conducting us to the water-fide, as we ex-
pected, they ftruck into a road leading into the COUNLry,
This road, which was about fixteen feet broad, and as level
as a bowling-green, {feemed to be a very public one; there
being many other roads from different parts, leading into
i, all inclofed on each fide, with neat fences made of reeds,
and fhaded from the fcorching fun by fruit trees. I thought
I was tranfported into the moft fertile plains in Europe.
There was not an inch of wafte ground; the roads occu-
pied no more fpace than was abfolutely neceffary; the
fences did not take up above four inches each ; and even
this was not wholly loft, for in many were planted fomé
ufeful trees or plants, It was every where the fame ; change
of place altered not the fecene. Nature, aflifted by a litle
art, no where appears in more fplendor than at this ifle,
In thefe delightful walks we met numbers of people ;
fome travelling down to the fhips with their burdens of
fruit; others returning back empty. They all gave us the
road by turning either to the right or left, and fitting down,

or fltanding, with their backs to the fences, till we had
pafled.

At feveral of the crofs roads, or at the meeting of two or
more roads, were generally Affatoucas, fuch as already de-
fcribed ; with this difference, the mounts were pallifadoed
round, inftead of a ftone wall. At length, after walking
feveral miles, we came to one larger than common ; near
to which was a large houfe belonging to an old chief in our

Dd company-
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

company. At this houfe we were defired to flop, which we

«— accordingly did, and were treated with fruit, &c.

Baturday 2.

We were no fooner feated in the houfe, than the eldelt of
the priefts began a fpeech or prayer, which was firft directed
to the Afiatouca, and then to me, and alternately. When he
addrefled me, he paufed at every {entence, till T gave a nod
of approbation. T, however, did not underftand one fingle
word he faid. At times, the old gentleman feemed to be at
a lofs what to fay; or perhaps his memory failed him for,
every now and then, he was prompted by one of the other
priefts who fat by him. = Both during this prayer and the for-
mer one, the people were filent, but not attentive. At this
laft place we made but a fhort ftay. Our guides conducted
us down to our boat, and we returned with Attago to our
fhip to dinner. We had no fooner got on board, than an old
gentleman came along-fide, who, I underftood from Attago,
was fome king or great man. He was, accordingly, uthered
on board; when I prefented him with fuch things as he
moft valued (being the only method to make him my friend)
and feated him at tableto dinner. We now faw that he was
a man of confequence; for Artago would not fit down and
eat before him, but got to the other end of the table ; and, as
the old chief was almoft blind, he fat there, and eat with his
back towards him. After the old man had eaten a bit of fiflh
and drank two glafles of wine, he returned afhore. As foon
as Attago had feen him out of the fhip, he came and took
his place at table, finithed his dinner, and drank two glafles
of wine. When dinner was over, we all went athore, where
we found the old chief, who prefented me with a hog; and
he and fome others, took a walk with us into the country.

Beforg
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Before we fet out, I happened to go down with Attago
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to the landing-place, and there found Mr. Wales in a langh-

able, though diftrefled fituation. The boats which brought
us on fhore, not being able to get near the landing-place for
want of a fufficient depth of water; he pulled off his thoes
and ftockings to walk through, and as foon as he got on
dry land, he put them down berwixt his legs to put on
again, but they were inflantly fnatched away by a perfon
behind him, who immediately mixed with the crowd. It
was impoflible for him to follow the man bare.footed over
the fharp coral rocks, which compofle the fhore, without
having his feet cut to pieces. The boat was put back to the
f‘hip, his companions had each made his way through the
crowd, and he left in this condition alone. Attago foon
found out the thief, recovered his fhoes and ftockings, and
fct him at liberty. Our route into the country, was by the
firfll mentioned Afatouca, before which we again feated our-
felves, but had no prayers although the old prieft was with
us. Our ftay here was but thort. The old chief probably
thinking that we might want water on board, conduéted us
to a plantation hard by, and thewed us a pool of frefh wa-
ter, though we had nor made the leaft enquiry after any. [
believe this to be the fame that Tafmap calls the wa/bing-place
for the king and his nobles,

From hence we were condu@ed down to the fhore of Ma-
ria bay, or N. E. fide of the ifle; where, in a boat-houfe, was
fhewn to us a fine large double canoe not yet launched, The
old chief did not fail to make us fenfible it belonged to him-
felf. Night now approaching, we took leave of him, and
returned on board, being conducted by Attago down to the
water-fide.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

Mr. Forfter and his party {pent the day in the country bo-

\—~— tanifing; and feveral of the officers were out fhooting. All

Tuelday 5.

of them were very civilly treated by the natives. We
had alfo a brifk trade for bananoes, cocoa-nuts, yams, pigs,
and fowls ; all of which were procured for nails, and pieces
of cloth. A boat from each fhip was employed trading
afhore, and bringing off their cargoes as {oon as they were
laden, which was generally in a fhort time, By this me-
thod we got cheaper, and with lefs trouble, a good quantity
of fruit, as well as other refrefhments, from people who
had no canoes to carry them off to the fhips.

Pretty early in the morning on the s5th, my friend brought
me a hog and fome fruit; for which I gave him a hatcher,
o {heet, and fome red cloth. The pinnace was fent athore
to trade as ufual; but foon returned. The officer informed
me that the natives were for taking every thing out of the
boat, and, in other refpeéts, were very troublcfome. The
day before, they ftole the grapling at the time the boat was
riding by it, and carried it off undifcovered. T now judged
it neceflary to have a guard on fhore, to protelt the boats
and people whofe bufinefs required their being there; and
accordingly fent the marines, under the command of Lieu-
tenant Edgcumbe. Soon after, 1 went myfelf, with my
friend Attago, Captain Furneaux, and feveral of the gentle-
men. At landing, we found the old chief who prefented me
with a pig. After this, Captain Furneaux and 1 took a walk
into the country, with Mr. Hodges, to make drawings of
fuch places and things as were moft interefting. When this
was done we returned on board to dinner, with my friend
and two other chiefs ; one of which fent a hog on board the
Adventure for Captain Furneaux, fome hours befese, with-

out
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out ftipulating for any return. The only inflance of this
kind.—My friend took care to put me in mind of the pig the
old king gave me in the morning; for which I now gave &
chequed fhirt and a piece of red cloth. I had tied them up
for him to carry athore ; but with this he was not fatisfied,
He wanted to have them put on him; which was no fooner
done, than he went on deck, and fhewed himfelf to all his
countrymen. He had done the fame thing in the morning
with the fheetI gave him. In the evening we all werit on
fhore again, where we found the old king, who took to him-
{elf every thing my friend and the others had gor.

The different trading parties were {o fuccefsful to-day as
to procure for both fhips a tolerably good fupply of refrefh-
ments. In confequence of which, I, the next morning,
gave every one leave to purchafe what curiofities and other
things they pleafed. After this, it was aftonithing to fee
with' what eagernefs every one caught at every thing he
faw. It even went fo far as to become the ridicule of the
natives, who offered pieces of flicks and ftones to exchange.
One waggifh boy took a piece of human excrement on the
end of a ftick, and held itourt to every one he met with,

This day, a man got into the mafter’s cabin, through the
outfide fcuttle, and took out fome books and. other things.
He was difcovered juft as he was getting out into his canoe,
and purfued by one of our boats, which obliged him to
quit the canoe and take to the water. The people in the
boat made feveral attempts to lay hold on him; but he, as
often, dived under the boat, and art laft h;wing unfhipped
the rudder, which rendered her ungovernable, by this
means he got clearoff. Some other very daring thefis were

5 committed
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

committed at the landing-place. One fellow took a fea-
man’s jacket out of the boat, and carried it off, in {pite of all
that our people in her could do. Till he was both purfued
and fired at by them, he would not part with it; nor would
he have done it then, had not his landing been intercepted
by fome of us who were on thore. The reft of the natives,
who were very numerous, took very little notice of the
whole tranfaction; nor were they the leaft alarmed when
the man was fired at.

My friend Attago having vifited me again next morning,
as ufual, brought with him a hog, and aflifted me in pur-
chafing feveral more. Afterwards we went afhore; vifited
the old king, with whom we ftaid till noon ; then returned
on board to dinner, with Attago, who never once left me.
Intending to fail the next morning, I made up a prefent for
the old king, and carried it on fhore in the evening. As
{foon as I landed, I was told by the oflicers who were on
thore, that a far greater man than any we had yet feen was
come to pay us a vifit. Mr. Pickerfgill informed me that he
had feen him in the country, and found that he was a man
of fome confequence, by the extraordinary refpect paid him
by the people. Some, when they approached him, fell on
their faces, and put their head between their feet; and no
one durft pafs him without permiflion. Mr. Pickerfgill,
and another of the gentlemen, took hold of his arms, and
conducéted him down to the landing-place, where 1 found
him feated with fo much fullen and ftupid gravity, that
notwithftanding what had been told me, I really took him
for an ideot, whom the people, from fome fuperftitious no-
tions, were ready to worthip. 1 faluted and {poke to him ;
but he neither anfwered, nor took the leaft notice of me ;
nor did he alter a fingle feature in his countenance. This

3 confirmed



AND ROUND THE WORLD. 207

confirmed me in my opinion, and I was juft going to leave e,
him, when one of the natives, an intelligent youth, under-
took to undeceive me; which he did in fuch a manner as
left me no room to doubt that he was the king, or principal
man on the ifland. Accordingly I made him the prefent I
intended for the old chief, which confifted of a fhirt, an ax,
a piece of red cloth, a looking-glafs, fome nails, medals,
and beads. He received thefe things, or rather fuffered
them to be put upon him, and laid down by him, without
lofing a bit of his gravity, {fpeaking one word, or turning his
head either to the right or left; fitting the whole time like
a ftatue; in which firuation I left him, to return on board ;
and he foon after retired. I had not been long on board
before word was brought me that a quantity of provifions
had come from this chief. A boat was fent to bring it from
the fhore; and it confifted of about twenty bafkets of roafted
bananoes, four bread and yams, and a roafted pig of about
twenty pounds weight. - Mr. Edgcumbe ‘and his party were
juft reimbarking, when thefe were brought to the water-
fide, and the bearers faid it was a prefent from the Arecke,
that is the king of the ifland, to the Arecke of the fhip.
After this I was no longer to doubt the dignity of this fullen
chief.

e — )
Wednefd. 6.

Early in the morning of the 7th, while the fhips were un- Tharfday 7

mooring, I went afhore with Captain Furneaux and Mr,
Forfter, in order to make fome return to the kKing for his
lait night’s prefent. We no fooner landed than we found
Attago, of whom we inquired for the king, whofe name was
Kohaghee-too-Fallangou. He accordingly undertook to con-
duct us to him; but, whether he miftook the man we
wanted, or was ignorant where he was, I know not. Certain
it is, that he took us a wrong road, in which he had not
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

gone far before he flopped; and after fome little converfa-
tion between him and another man, we returned back, and
prefently after, the king appeared with very few attendants,
As foon as: Attago faw him'coming, he {fat down under a
tree, and defired us to do the fame. The Kking {eated him-
{elf oam a rifing ground, about twelve or fifteen yards from
ws: here we fat facing one another for fome minutes. 1
waited for Attago to fhew us the way; but fecing he did
not rife, Captain Furneaux and 1 got up, went and {a-
luted the king, and fat down by him. We then prefented
him with a white fhirt (which we put on his back) a few
yards of red cloth, a brafs kettle, a faw, two large {pikes,
three looking-glafies, a dozen of medals, and fome flrings
of beads. All this time he fat with the fame fullen ftupid
gravity as the day before; he even did not feem to fee or
know what we were about ; his arms appeared immoveable
at his fides ; he did not fo much as raife them when we put
on the fhire. I told him, both by words and figns, that we
were going to leave his ifland; he fcarcely made the leaft
anfwer to this, or any other thing, we either faid or did.
We, therefore, got up and took leave; bur I yet remained
1ear him, to obferve his a¢tions. Soon after, he entered in-
to converfation with Attago and an old woman, whom we
took to be his mother. I.did not underftand any part of
the converfation; it however made him laugh, in fpite of
his affumed gravity. I fay affumed, becaufe it exceeded
every thing of the kind I ever faw; and therefore think it
could not be his real difpofition (unlefs he was an ideot
indeed) as thefe iflanders, like all the others we had lately
vifited, have a great deal of levity ; and he was in the prime
of life. At laft, he rofe up, and retired with his mother and
two or three more.

ﬂltngn
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Attago conducted us to another circle, where were feated
the aged chief and feveral refpectable old perfons of both
fexes; among whom was the prieft, who was generally
in company with this chief. We obferved that this reve-
rend father could walk very well in a mornin g; but, in an
evening, was obliged to be led heme by two people. By
this we concluded, that the juice of the pepper-root had the
fame effect upon him, that wine and other ftrong liquors
have on Europeans who drink a large portion of them. It
is very certain, that thefe old people feldom fat down with-
out preparing a bowl of this liquor; which is done in the
fame manner as at Ulietea. We, however, muft do them
the juftice to believe, that it was meant to treat us : never-
thelefs, the greateft part, if not the whole, generally fell to
their fhare. T was not well prepared to take leave of this
chief, having exhaufted almoft all our ftore on the other.
However, af’tcrrummaging our pockets, and treafury bag,
which was always carried with me wherever T went, we
made up a tolerable prefent, both for him and his friends.
This old chief had an air of dignity about him that com-
manded refpeét, which the other had not. He was grave,
but not fullen; would crack a joke, talk on indifferent fub-
jeéts, and endeavour to underftand us and be underflood
himfelf. During this vifit, the old prieft repeated a fhort
prayer or {peech, the purport of which we did not under-
fland. Indeed he would frequently, at other times, break
out in prayer; but I never faw any attention paid to him by
any one prefent. After a flay of near two hours, we took
leave, and returned on board, with Attago and two or three
more friends, who flaid and breakfafted with us; after
which they were difmifled, loaded with prefents.

8 Attago
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A VOGAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH BOLE,

Artago was very importunate with me to return againto
this ifle, and to bring with me cloth, axes, nails, &c. &e¢.
telling me that 1 fhould have hogs, fowls, fruir, and roots,
in abundance. He particularly defired me, more than once,
to bring him fuch a fuit of clothes as I had on, which was
my uniform. This good-natured iflander was very fervice-
able to me, on many occafions, during our fhort flay.. He
conflantly came on board every morning {oon after it-was
light, and neverquitted us till the evening. He was always:
ready, either on board or on fthore, to do me all the fervice
in his power: his fidelity was rewarded at a fmall expence;.
and I found my account in having fuch a friend.

In heaving in the coafting cable, it parted in the middle
of its length, being chaffed by the rocks. By this accident
we loft the other half, together with the anchor, which lay
in forty fathoms water, without any buoy to it. The beft
bower cable {fuffered alfo by the rocks; by which a judg-
ment may be formed of this anchorage. At ten o'clock we
got under fail; but as our decks were much encumbered
with fruit, &c. we kept plying under the land ull they were
cleared. The fupplies we got at this ifle were about one
hundred and fifty pigs, twice that number of fowls, as many
bananoes and cocoa-nuts as we could find room for, with a
few yams; and had our ftay been longer, we, no doubt,
might have got a great deal more. This, in fome degree,
fhews the fertility of the ifland, of which, together with the
neighbouring one of Middleburg, I {hall now give a more
particular account.

CEHAPD
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