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AND ROUND THE WORLD,

G H A P: VIIL

A Defeription of the Ifland, its Produce, Situation, and
Inbabitants; their Manners and Cufloms; Conjellures
concerning their Government, Religion, and other Sub-
Jells 5 with a more particular Account of the gigantic
Statues,

SHALL now give fome farther account of this ifland,

which is undoubtedly the fame that admiral Roggewin
touched at in April 1722 ; althongh the defcription given of
it by the authors of that voyage does by no means agree
with it now. It may alfo be the {ame that was feen by Cap-
tain Davis in 1686; for, when feen from the Eaft, it anfwers
very well to Wafer's defcription, as I have before obferved.
In fthort, if this is not the land, his difcovery cannot lie far
from the coalt of America, as this latitude has been well
explored from the meridian of 80° to 110° Captain Carte-
ret carried it much farther; but his track feems to have
been a little too far South. Had I found frefh water, I in-
tended fpending fome days in looking for the low fandy ifle
Davis fell in with, which would have determined the point:
But as Idid not find water, and had a long run to make be-
fore I was aflured of getting any; and being in want of re-
frefhments, I declined the fearch; as a {fmall delay might
have been attended with bad confequences to the crew, ma-
ny of them beginning to be more or lefs affeCted with the
fcurvy.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

No nation need contend for the honour of the difcovery
of this ifland ; as there can be few places which afford lefs
convenience for fhipping than it does. Here is no fafe an-
chorage; no wood for fuel ; nor any frefh water worth
taking on board. Nature has been exceedingly fparing of
her favours to this fpot. As every thing muft' be raifed by
dint of labour, it cannot be fuppofed the inhabitants plant
much more than is {ufficient for themfelves; and as they
are but few in number, they cannot have much to {pare to
fupply the wants of vifitant ftrangers. The produce is fweet

potatoes, yams, taraoreddy root, plantains, and fugar-canes,.

all pretty good, the potatoes efpecially, which are the beft of
the kind 1 ever tafted. Gourds they have alio;.but fo very
few, that a cocoa-nut fhell' was the moft valuable thing we

could give them, They havea few tame fowls fuch as cocks-

and hens, fmall but well tafted. They have alfo rats;
which, it feems, they eat; for I faw a man with fome dead
ones in his hand; and he feemed unwilling to part'with
them; giving me to underftand . they were for foed. Land
birds there were hardly.any; and fea birds but few; thefe
were, men of war, tropic, and egg birds, nodies,.tern, &c.
The coaft {eemed not to abound with fifh; at leaft we could
carch none with hook and line, and it was but very little we.
faw amongft the natives.

Such is the produce of Eafter Ifland, or Davis's Land,
which is fituated in the latitude of 27° §' 30" 5., longitude
109° 46’ 20" Welt. It is about ten or twelve leagues in cir-
cuit, hath a hilly and flony furface, and an iron bound
fhore. The hills are of fuch an height as to be feen fifteen
or fixteen leagues: off the South end, are two rocky iflots,
lying near the thore: the North and Eaft points of the ifland
rife




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

rife directly from the fea to a' confiderable hei ght ; between
them, on the 8. E. fide, the fhore forms an open bay, in
which I believe the Dutch anchored. We anchored, as hath
been already mentioned, on the Weft fide of the ifland, three
miles to the North of the South point, with the fandy beach
bearing E. 8. E. This is a very good road with eafterly
winds, but a dangerous one with wefterly, as the other on
the 8. E. fide muft be with eafterly winds.

For this, and other bad accommodations already men-
tioned, nothing but neceflity will induce any one to touch
at this ifle, unlefs it can be done without going much out of
the way; in which cafe touching here may be advantageous,
as the peopleswillingly and readily part with fuch refrefh-
ments as they have, and at an eafy rate. We certainly re-
ceived great benefit from the little we got; but few fhips can
come here without being in want of water, and this want
cannot be here fupplied. The little we took on board, could
not be made ufe of; it being only- fale water which had
filtrated through a flony beach, into a ftone well. This the
natives had made for the purpofe, a little to the fouthward
of the fandy beach {o often mentioned ; and the water ebbed
and flowed into it with the tide,

The inhabitants of this ifland do not feem to exceed fix or
feven hundred fouls, and above two-thirds of thofe we faw
were males. They either have but few females among
them, or elfe many were reftrained from making their ap-
pearance, during our flay; for though we faw nothing to
induce us to believe the men were of a jealous difpofi
the women afraid to appear in public,
kind was probably the cafe,

tion, or
fomething of this
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

In colour, features, and language, they bear fuch affinity

v~ 10 the people of the more weftern ifles, that no one will

doubt that they have had the fame origin. It is extraordi-
nary that the fame nation fhould have {pread themielves over
all the ifles in this valt ocean, from New Zealand o this
ifland, which is almeft one-fourth part of the circumference
of the globe. . Many of them have now no other knowledge
of each other, than what is prefetved by antiquated tradi-
tion; and they have, by length of time, become, as it were,
different nations, €ach having adopted fome peculiar cuftom,
or habit, &¢. Neverthelefs, a careful obferver will foon fee
the affinity each has to the other.

In general the people of this:ifle are a flender race. 1
did not fee a man that would meafure fix feécr; fo far ‘are
they from being giants,as one of the authorsof Roggewin's
voyage aflerts. They are brifk and aive, have pood fea-
wres, and not difagreeable countenances, are friendly and
hofpitable te flrangers, but as much addifted to pilfering as
any of their neighbours.

Tatowing, or puncturing the {kin, is much ufed here. - The
men are marked from head to foot, with figures all nearly
alike ; only {fome give them one direction, and fome another,
asfancy leads. The womén are but little pun&ured ; red and
white paint is an ormament with tdem, as alfo with the men;
the former is made of tamarick, but what compofes:the lat-
ter, I know not.

Their cloathing is a piece or two of quilted clothibout fix
feet by four, or a mat. One piece wrapped round their loins,
and ‘another over their Thoulders, make a complete drefs.
But the men, for the moft part, are in a manner naked,
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AND ROUNDTHE WORLD,

wearing nothing but'a flip of cloth betwixt their legs, each
end of which is faftened to a cord or belt they wear round
the waift. Their cloth is made of the fame materials as at
Otaheite, viz. of the bark of the cloth-plant; but, as they
hawve burt little of ir, ‘our Otaheitean cloth, or indeed any fort
of it, came. here toa good market.

Their hair, in general, is black; the women wear it long,
and fometimes tied up on the crown of the head ; but the men
wear if, and their beards, cropped fhort. Their head-drefs
15 a round fillet adorned with feathers, and a ftraw bonnet
fomething like a Scorch one; the former, I believe, being
chiefly worn by the men, and the latter by the women.
Both men and women have very large holes, or rather flits,
in their ears, extended to near three inches in length. They
fometimes turn this {lit over the upper part, and then the
car looks as if the {lap was cut off.. The chief ear orna-
ments are the white down of feathers, and rings, which
they wear in the infide of the hole, made of fome elaftic
fubftance, rolled up like a watch-fpring. I judged this was
to keep the hole at its utmoft extenfion, , I do not remember
feeing them wear any other ornaments, excepting amulets
made of bone or thells.

As harmlefs and friendly as thefe people feem to be, they
are not without offenfive weapons, fuch as fhort wooden
clubs, and {pears; which latter are crooked fticks about fix
feet long, armed at one eud with picces of flint. - They have
alfo a weapon, made of wood, like the Pates pateo of New
Zealand.

Their houfes are low miferable huts, confiruted by fet-
ting fticks upright in the ground,at fix or eight feet diftance,
then bending them towards each orher, and tying them to-
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,
||]i f | 1774 gether at the top, forming thereby a ‘kind of Gothic arch.
i ' ‘—— The longeft fticks are placed in the middle, and fhorter ones .
w L | || each way, and at lefs diftance afunder; by which means the
I 1 building is highelt and broadeft in the middle, and lower
1 ;r__-'" 1l and narrower towards each end. To thefe are tied others

horizontally, and the whole is thatched over with leaves of '
fugar-cane. The door-way is in the middle of one fide,
i formed like a porch, and fo low and narrow, as juft to admit _
LU J f a man to enter upon all fours. The largelt houfel faw was '
' | about fixty feet long, eight or nine feet high in the middle, ’
5 and three or four at each end; its breadth at thefe parts,

was nearly equal to its height. Some have a kind of vault-

! ed houfes built with flone, and partly under ground; butI

i never was in one of thefe.

1] Ifawno houfehold utenfils amongft them except gourds, and
| ofthefe butvery few. They were extravagantly fond of cocoa-
nut fhells ; more fo than of any thing we could give them.
They drefs their vi¢tuals in the fame manner as at Otaheite
that is, with hot flones, in an oven or hole in the ground,
i | The ftraw or tops of fugar-cane, plantain heads, &c. ferve

them for fuel to heat the ftones. ' Plantains, which require
: but little drefling, they roaft under fires of firaw, dried grafs,
. &c.; and whole races of them are ripened or roafled in
] this manner. We frequently faw ten, or a dozen, or more,
fuch fires in one place, and moft commonly in the mornings
and evenings.

ey, e ————

Not more than three or four canoes were feen on the
whole ifland ; and thefe very mean, and built of many
pieces fewed together with fmall line. They are about
cighteen or 20 feet long, head and ftern carved or raifed a
little, are very narrow, and fitted with out-riggers. ‘They
do
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do not feem capable of carrying above four perfons, and

193
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are, by no means, fict for any diftant navigation. As «——o

fmall and as mean as thefe canoes were, it was a matter of
wonder to us, where they got the wood to build them with.
For in one of them was a board fix or eight feet long, four-
teen inches broad at one end, and eight at the other; where-
as we did not fee a flick on the ifland which would have
made a board half this fize ; nor indeed was there another
piece in the whole canoe half {o big.

There are two ways by which it is pofiible they may have
got this large wood: it might have been left here by the
Spaniards ; or it might have been driven on the fhore of the
ifland from fome diftant land. It is even pofiible that
there may be fome land in the neighbourhood, from
whence they might have got it. We, however, faw no figns
of any; nor couldwe get the leaft information on this head
from the narives, although we tried every method we could
think of, to obtain it. We were almoft as unfortunate in
our inquiries for the proper or mative name of the ifland.
For, on comparing notes, I found we had got three different
names for it, viz. Tamareki, Whyhu, and Teapy. Without
pretending to fay which, or whether any of them, is right,
I thall only obferve, that the laft was obtained by Oedidec,
who underfiood their language much better than any of us,
though even he underflood it but very imperfectly.

It appears by the account of Roggewin’s voyage, that
thefe people had no better veflels than when he firft vifited
them. The want of materials, and not of genius, feems to-
be the reafon why they have made no improvement in this
art. Some pieces of earving were found amongft them,
both well defigned and executed. Their plantations are
prettily
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

prettily laid out by line, but not inclofed by any fence; in-
deed, they have nothing for this purpofe but ftones.

I have no doubt that all thefe plantations are private pro-
perty, and that there are here, as at Otaheite, chiefs (which
they call Areeles) to whom thefe plantations belong.
But of the power or authority of thefe chiefs, or of the
government of thefe people, [ confefs myfelf quite ig-
norant,

Nor are we better acquainted with their religion. The
gigantic flatues, {o often mentioned, are not, in my opinion,
looked upon as idols by the prefent inhabitants, whateverthey
might have been in the days of the Dutch; at leaft, I faw no-
thing that could induce me to think {o. On the contrary, I
rather fuppofe that they are burying-places for certain tribes
or families. I, as well as fome others, faw a human fkele-
ton lying in one of the platforms, juft covered with flones.
Some of thefe platforms of mafonry are thirty or forty feet
long, twelve or fixteen broad, and from three to twelve in
height; which laft in fome meafure depends on the nature
of the ground. Forthey are generally at the brink of the
bank facing the fea, fo that this face may be ten or twelve
fect or more high, and the other may not be above three or
four. They are built, or rather faced, with hewn ftones of
a very large fize; and the workmanthip is not inferior to
the belt plain piece of mafonry we have in England. They
ufe no fort of cement; yet the joints are exceedingly clofe,
and the flones morticed and tenanted one into another, in
a very artful manner. The {ide walls are not perpendicu-
lar, but inchining a dittle inwards, in the {fame manner
that breatt-works, &c.'are built in [Europe: yet had not all
this care, pains, and figacity, been able we#preferve
thefe
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thefe curious flruétures from the ravages of all-devouring
Time,

The ftatues, or at leaft many of them, are erefted on
thefe platforms, which ferve as foundations, , They are, as
near as we could judge, about half length, ending in a forg
of ftump at the bottom, on which they ftand. The work-
manfhip is rude, but not bad ; nor are the features of the
face ill formed, the nofe and chin in particular; but the
ears are long beyond proportion; and, as to the bodies,
there is hardly any thing like 2 human figure about them.

I had an opportunity of examining only two or three of
thefe ftatues, which are near the landing-place; and they
were of a grey flone, feemingly of the fame fort as that
with which the platforms were built. Bnt fome of the
gentlemen, who travelled over. the ifland, and examined
many of them, were of opinion that the ftone of which
they were made, was different from any other they faw on
the ifland, and had much the appearance of being facitious.
We could hardly conceive how thefe iflanders, wholly unac-
quainted with any mechanical power, could raife fuch fiu-
pendous figures, and afterwards place the large cylindric
{tones, before mentioned, upon their heads. The only me-
thod I can conceive, is by raifing the upper end by little and
little, fupporting it by flones as it is raifed, and building
about it till they gort it ere&; thus a fort of mount, or {caf-
folding, would be made; mpon which they might roll the
cylirnder, and place it upon the head of the flatue; and then
the ftones might be removed from aboutit. But if the flones
are factitious, the ftatues might have been put together on
the place, in their prefent pofition, and the cylinder put on
by building a mount round them as above mentioned. But,

let

1774
March.

L i




296

1774
March,

A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

let them have been made and fet up, by this or any other

——~— method, they muft have been a work of immenfe time, and

futhiciently fhew the ingenuity and perfeverance of the
iflanders in the age in which they were built; for the
prefent inhabitants have moft certainly, had no hand in
them, as they do not even repair the foundations of thofe
which are going to decay. They give different names to
them, fuch as Gotomoara, Marapate, Kanaro, Goway-too-
goo, Matta Matta, &c. &c.; to which they fometimes prefix
the word Moi, and fometimes annex Areekee. The latter
fignifies Chief; and the former, Burying, or Sleeping-place,
as well as we could underftand.

Befides the monuments of antiquity, which were pretty
numerous, and no where but on or near the fea-coaft, there
were many little heaps of ftones, piled up in different places,
along the coaft. Two or three of the uppermoft flones in
each pile were generally white; perhaps always fo, when
the pile is complete. It will hardly be doubted that thefe
piles of ftone had a meaning. Probably they might mark

‘the place where people had been buried, and ferve inftead

of the large ftarues.

The working-tools of thefe people are but very mean, and
like thofe of all the other iflanders we have vifited in this
ocean, made of flone, bone, fhells, &c. They fet but little
value on iron or iron tools; which is the more extraordi-
nary. as. they know their ufe; but the reafon may be, their
having but little occafion for them.
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