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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

C II A P. A

The Paffage from Eafler Ifland to the Marquefas Iflands.
T?'miﬂ:zf?faw and Incidents which happened while the
Sﬂfﬁip lay in Madre de Dios, or Refolution Bay, in the

Ifland of St. Chriftina.

FTER leaving Eafter Ifland, I fleered N. W. by N. and

N. N. W,, with a fine eafterly gale, intending to touch

at the Marquefas, if I met with nothing before I got there,

We had not been long at fea, before the bilious diforder made

another attack upon me, but not {o violent as the former, I

believe this fecond vifit was owing to my expofing and fa-
tiguing myfelf too much at Eafter I{land.

On the 22d, being in the latitude of 1¢° 20’ South, longitude
114° 49' Welt, fteered N. W, Since leaving Ealter Ifland, the
variation had not been more than 3° 4/, nor lefs than 2° 32’
Eaft; but on the z6th, in latitude 15° %' South, longitude
119" 45" Well, it was no more than 1° 1’ Eaft; after which it
began to increale.

On the 29th, being in latitude 10° 20/, longitude 123° ¢8' W,
altered the courfe to W. N. W,, and the nextday to Well, be-
ing then in latitude ¢’ 24', which I judged to be the parallel
of Marquelas; where, as 1 have before obferved, I intended
to touch, in order to fertle their firuation, which I find diffe-
rent in different charts. Having now a fteady fertled trade-
wind, and pleafant weather, I ordered the forge to be fet up,
to repair and make various neceffary articles in the iron way ;
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

and the caulkers had already been fome time at work caulk-
ing the decks, weather-works, &c.

As we advanced to the Weft, we found the variation to
increafe, but flowly; for, on the 3d of April, it was only 4°
40’ Eaft, being then in the latitude ¢° 32/, longitude 133°
45', by obfervation made at the fame time.

1 continued to fteer to the Wefl till the 6th, at four in the
afternoon, at which time, being in the latitude of g° 20/,
longitude 138° 14 Weft, we difcovered an illand, bearing
Weit by South, diftant about nine leagues. Two hours after
we faw another, bearing S. W. by S., which appeared more
extenfive than the former. Ihauled up for this ifland, and
ran under an eafy fail all night, having fqually unfettled
rainy weather, which is not very uncommon in this fea,
when near high land. At fix o’clock the next morning, the
firt ifland bore N. W., the fecond S, W. + W., and a third W.
1 gave orders to fteer for the feparation between the two laft;
and foon after,a fourth was feen, ftill more to the Weft. By
this time, we were well affured that thefe were the Marquefas,
difcovered by Mendana in 1595. The firft ifle was a new dif.
covery, which I named Hood’s llland, after the young gentle-
man who firft faw it; the fecond was that of Saint Pedro,
the third, La Dominica, and the fourth, St. Chriftina. We
ranged the S. E. coaft of La Dominica, without feeing the
leaft figns of anchorage, till we came to the channel that
divides it from St. Chriftina, through which we pafled, hauled
over for the laft-mentioned ifland, and ran along the coaft
to the S. W. in fearch of Mendana's Port. We pafied feveral
coves in which there feemed to be anchorage; but a great
furf broke on all the thores. Some canoes put off from thefe
places, and followed us down the coaft.

At




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

At length having come before the port we were in fearch
of, we attempted to turn into ir, the wind being right out;
but as it blew in violent fqualls from this high land, one of
thefe took us juft after we had put in flays, payed the fhip
off again, and before fhe wore round, fhe was within a few
yards of being driven againft the rocks to leeward. This
obliged us to ftand out to fea, and to make a ftretch to wind-
ward ; after which we ftood in again, and without attempt-
ing to turn, anchored in the entrance of the bay in thirty-four
fathoms water, a fine fandy bottom. This was no fooner
done than about thirty or forty of the natives came off to us
in ten or twelve canoes ; but it required fome addrefs to get
them along-fide. At laft a hatchet, and fome {pike-nails, in-
duced the people in one canoe to come under the quarter-
gallery : after which all the others put along-fide, and having
exchanged fome bread-fruit, and fith, for {mall nails, &c-
retired afhore, the fun being already fer. We obferved a
heap of ftones in the bow of each canoe, and every man to
have a {ling tied round his hand.

Very early next morning, the natives vilited us again in
much greater numbers than before; bringing with them
bread-fruit, plantains, and one pig, all of which they ex-
changed for nails, &c. But, in this traffic, they would fre-
quently keep our goods and make no return; till at laftI
was obliged to fire a mufquet-ball over one man who had
feveral times {erved us in this manner; after which they
dealt more fairly, and foon after {everal of them came on
board. At this time we were preparing to warp farther into
the bay, and I was going in a boat, to look for the moft con-
venient place to moor the fhip in. Oblerving too many of
the natives on board, I faid to the officers, ¥ You mu# look
Qq 2 “ well
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

« well after thefe people, or they will certainly carry off
« fomething or other.,” I had hardly got into the boat; be-
fore T was told they had flolen one of the iron ftanchions
from the oppofite gang-way, and were making off with it
I ordered them to fire over the canoe till 1 could get round
in the boat, but not to kill any one. But the natives made
too much noife for me to be heard ; and the unhappy thief
was killed at the third fhot. Two others in the fame canoe
leaped aver-board ; but got in again juft as I came to them,
The ftanchion they had thrown over-board. One of them,
a man grown, fat bailing the bloed and water out of the
canoe, in a kind of hyfteric laugh. The other, a youth
about fourteen or fifteen years of age, looked on the deceafed
with a ferious and dejeted countenance : we had afterwards
reafon to believe he was his fon.

At this unhappy accident, all the natives retired with pre-
cipitation, Ifollowed them into the bay, and prevailed up-
on the people in one canoe to come along-fide the boat, and
receive fome nails, and other things, which I gave them.
This, in fome meafure, allayed their fears. Having taken
a view of the bay, and found that freth water, which we
moft wanted, was to be had, I returned on board, and carried
out a kedge anchor with three hawfers upon an end, to
warp the fhip in by, and hove fhort on the bower. One
would have thought that the natives, by this time, would
have been {o fenfible of the effect of our fire-arms, as not to
have provoked us to fire upon them any more; but the evens
proved otherwife. For the boat had no fooner left the
kedge anchor, than two men in a canoe put off from the
thore, took hold of the buoy-rope, and attempted to drag it
afhore, little confidering what was faft to it. Lef, afrer dif-

covering
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covering their miftake, they fhould take away the buoy, I or-
dered 2 mufguet to be fired at them. The ball fell fhort,
and they took not the leaft notice of it; but a fecond having
palled over them, they let go the buoy, and made for the
{hore. This was the laft thot we had occafion to fire at any
of them, while we lay at this place. It probably had more
effeét than killing the man, by thewing them that they were
not fafe at any diftance; at lealt we had reafon to think fo,
for they afterwards flood in great dread of the mufquet.
Neverthelefs, they would very often be exercifing their talent
of thieving upon us, which I thought proper to put up with,
as our ftay was not likely to be long among(t them. The
trouble thefe people gave us retarded us fo long, that, before
we were ready to heave the anchor, the wind began to in-
creafe, and blew in fqualls out of the bay; fo that we were
It was not long before the natives ven-
In the firll canoe which came, was a
He advanced

obliged to lie faft.
tured off to us again.
man who {eemed to be of fome confequence.
flowly, witha pig on his fhoulder, and {peaking fomething
which we did notunderftand. As foon as he got along-fide;
I made him a prefent of a hatchet, and feveral other articles.
In return, he fent in his pig; and was, at laft, prevailed upon
to come himfelf up into the gang-way, where he' made but a
fhort ftay, before he went away. The: reception this man
met with, induced the people in all the other canoes to put
along-fide ; and exchanges were prefently re-eftablithed.

Matters being thus fettled on board, I went on fhore with
a party of men, to fee what was to be done there. We were
received by the natives with great courtefy; and, asif no-
thing had happened, trafficked with them for fome fruit and
o few fmall pigs; and, after loading the launch with water,
returned
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

returned aboard. After dinner I {ent the boats, under the
protection of a guard, athore for water. On their landing,
the natives all fled but one man, and he feemed much
frightened ; afterwards one or two more came down ; and
thefe were all that were feen this afternoon.  We could not
conceive the reafon of this fudden fright.

Early in the morning of the gth, the boats were fent as
ufual for water ; and, juft asthey were coming off, but not be-
fore, fome of the natives made their appearance. After break-
faft I landed fome little time before the guard, when the na-
tives crowded round me in great numbers ; but as foon as the
guard landed, I had enough to do to keep them from running
off ; at length their fears vanifhed, and a trade was opened
for fruit and pigs. I believe the reafon of the natives flying
from our people the day before, was their not fecing me at
the head of them ; for they certainly would have done the
fame to-day had I not been prefent. About noon, a chief of
fome confequence, attended by a grear number of people,
came down to the landing-place. I prefented him with fuch
articles as I had with me; and, in return, he gave me fome
of his ornaments. After thefe mutual exchanges a good un-
derftanding feemed to be eftablithed between us ; {o that we
got by exchanges as much fruit as loaded two boats, with
which we returned on board to dinner; but could not pre-
vail on the chief to accompany us.

In the afternoonthe watering and trading parties were fent
on fhore; tho’ the latter got but little, as moft of the natives
had retired into the country. A party of us went to the
other, or fouthern, cove of the bay, where I procured five
pigs, and came to the houfe, which, we were told, did be-
long
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of fonie note, as there were fix pigs in and about his houfe, 5::1;.;-_:
which we were told belonged to his fon, who fled on our ap- 4
proach. I wanted much to have feen him, to make him a
prefent, and, by other kind treatment to convince him and il
the others, that it was not from any bad defign againft the R
nation, that we had killed his father. Itwould have been i
to little purpofe, if I had left any thing in the houfe, as it i
certainly would have been taken by others; efpecially as I - ||‘
could not fufficiently esplain to them my meaning. Strict .
honefty was feldom obferved when the property of our '
things came to be difputed. I faw a ftriking inftance of this |
in the morning, when I was going afhore. A man in a |
canoe offered me a {mall pig for a fix inch {pike, and ano- ' i
ther man being employed to convey it, I gave him the fpike,
which he kept for himfelf, and inflead of ir, gave to the
nan who owned the pig a fixpenny nail. Words of courfe
arofe, and I waited to fee how it wouldend; but as the man
who had pofleflion of the fpike feemed refolved to keep it, Fl
I left them before it was decided. In the evening we re- ': t
!
!

long to the man we had killed. He muft have beena perfon 1774 I !' il
d |‘

: turned on board with what refrefhments we had collected,
‘ and thought we had made a good day's work.

On the 1oth, early in the morning, fome people from Sundsy 10, Ll

more diftant parts came in canoes along-fide, and fold us

fome pigs; fo that we had now fufficient to give the crew a

| frefh meal. They were, in general, fo fmall that forty or
fifty were hardly fufficient for this purpofe. The trade on AL

fhore for fruit was as brifk as ever. After dinner, I made a i J

little expedition in my boat along the coaft to the fouth-

ward, accompanied by fome of the gentlemen: at the dif-

ferent places we touched as, we collected eighteen pigs; and

I believe,,
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I believe, might have gotten more. The people were ex-
ceedingly obliging wherever we landed, and readily brought
down whatever we defired.

Next morning, I went down to the fame place where we
had been the preceding evening; but, inftead of getting
pigs, as I expefted, found the fcene quite changed. The
nails, and other things, they were mad after but the cvening
before, they now defpifed ; and inftead of them wanted they
did not know what; {o that I was obliged to return with
three or four little pigs, which coft more than a dozen did
the day before. When I got on board, I found the fame
change had happened there, as alfo at the trading place on
thore. The reafon was, feveral of the young gentlemen
having landed the preceding day, had given away in ex-
change various articles which the people had not {feen be-
fore, and which took with them more than nails or more
ufeful iron tools. But what ruined our market the moft,
was one of them giving for a pig a very large quantity of
red feathers he had got at Amfierdam. None of us knew,
at this time, thar this article was: in fuch eftimation here ;
and, if I had known it, I could not have fupported the trade,
in the manner it was begun, one day. Thus was our fine
profpect of getting a plentiful fupply of refrefhments from
thefe people fruftrated ; which will ever be the cafe {o long
as every one is allowed to make exchanges for what he
pleafes, and in what manner he pleafes. When 1 found this
ifland was not likely to fupply us, on any conditions, with
{fufficient refrefhments, fuch as we might expeck to find at the
Society Ifles, nor very convenient for taking in wood and wa-
ter, nor for giving the fhip the neceilary repairs fhe wanted, 1
refolved forthwith to leave it, and proceed ro fome other place
i where
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