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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

CHAP XV.

Arrival at Ulietea, with an Account of the Reception we
wmiet with there, and the feveral Incidents which bappened
during our Stay. A Report of two Ships being at Hua-
beine.  Preparations to leave the Ifland, and the Regret
the Inbabitants [bewed on the Occafion. The Characier
of Oedidee, with fome general Obfervations on the
Iflands,

S foon as we were clear of the harbour, we made fail,

and ftood over for the South end of Ulietea. Oree took

the opportunity to fend a man with a meflage to Opoony.
Being little wind all the latter part of the day, it was dark
before we reached the Weft fide of the ifle, where we {pent
the night. The fame light variable wind continued till ten
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vailed, and we ventured to ply up to the harbour, firft fend-
ing a boat to lie in anchorage in the entrance. After making
a few trips, we got before the channel, and with all our fails
{et, and the head-way the fhip had acquired, thut her in as
far as the would go; then dropped the anchor, and took in
the fails. This is the method of getting into moft of the
harbours which are on the lee-fide of thefe ifles; for the
channels, in general, are too ‘narrow to ply in. We were
now anchored between the two points of the reef which
form the entrance; each not more than two-thirds the
length of a cable from us, and on which the fea broke with

fuch
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fuch height and violence as, to people lefs acquainted with
the place, would have been terrible. Having all our boats
out with anchors and warps in them, which were prefently
run out, the fhip warped into fafety, where we dropped an-
chor for the night. While this work was going forward, my
old friend Oreo the chief, and feveral more, came to fee us:
The chief came not empty.

Next day we warped the fhip into, and moored her in, a
proper birth, {o as to command all the thores around us,
In the mean time a party of us went athore to pay the chief
a vifit, and to make the cuftomary prefent. At our firft enter-
ing his houfe, we were met by four or five old women,
weeping and lamenting, as it were, moft bitterly, and at the
fame time cutting their heads, with inftruments made of
fhark’s teeth, till the blood ran plentifully down their faces
and on their fhoulders. What was flill worle, we were
obliged to fubmir to the embraces of thefe old hags, and by
that means were all befmeared with blood. This.ceremony
(for it was merely fuch) being over, they went out, wafhed
themfelves, and immediately af:cr.:p-penrcd—aﬁﬁceff-'ul as
any of the company. Having made fome little ftay, and
given my prefent to the chief and his friends, he put a hog
and fome fruit into my boat, and came on board with us to
dinner. In the afternoon, we had a vaft number of people
and canoes about us, from different parts of the ifland.
They all took up their quarters in our neighbourhood, where
they remained feafting for fome days. We underftood the
moft of them were Earegys.

The 26th afforded nothing remarkable, excepting that
Mr. Forfler, in his botanical excurfions, faw a burying-place
for dogs, whichthey called Marai no fe Oore. But, T think,
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

we ought not to look upon this as one of their cuftoms; be-

caule few dogs die a natural death, being generally, if not
always, killed and eaten, or elfe given as an oitering to the
gods. Probably this mighe be a Marai or altar, where this
fort of offering was made; or it might haye been the whim
of fome perfon to have buried his favourite dog in this
manner. But be it as it will, I capnot think it is a general
cuftom in the nation; and, for my own part, I neither faw
nor heard of {fuch a thing before.

Early in the morning of the 27th, Oreo, his wife, fon,
daughter, and feveral more of his friends, made us a vifit,
and brought with them a good quantity of all manner of
refrefhments; little having as yet been got from any body
elfe. They flaid dinner; after which a party of us accom-
panied them on fhore, where we were entertained with a
play, called Mididdij Harramy, which fignifies the Child is
coming. It concluded with the reprefentation of a woman in
labour, acted by a fet of great brawny fellows, one of whom
at laft brought forth a flrapping boy, about fix feet high,
who ran about the ftage, draggmg afrer him a large wifp
of ftraw which hung by a flring from his middle. I had
an opportunity of feeing this acted another time, when I
cbferved, that the moment they had got hold of the fellow
who reprefented the child, they flattened or prefled his nofe.
From this I judged, that they do fo by their children when
born, which may be the reafon why all in general have flat
nofes. 'This part of the play, from its newnefs, and the
ludicrous manner in which it was performed, gave us, the
firlt time we faw it, fome entertainment, and caufed a loud
laugh, which might be the reafon why they acted it fo often
afterwards. But this, like all their other pieces, could en-

2 tertain
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tertain us no more than once ; efpecially as we could gather 1774:
May.

little from them, for want of knowing more of their lan- ——u

guage.

The 28th was {pent by me in much the fame manner as satarday z8.
the preceding day; viz. in entertaining my friends, and be-
ing enterfained by them. Mr. Forfter and his party in the
country botanizing.

Next morning, we found feveral articles had been ftolen
out of our boats lying at the buoy, about fixty or feventy
yards from the fhip. As foon as I was informed of it, I
went to the chief to acquaint him therewith. I found that
he not only knew they were flolen, but by whom, and where
they were; and he went immediately with me in my boat
in purfuit of them. After proceeding a good way along-
ihore, towards the fouth end of the ifland, the chief ordered
us to land near fome' houfes, where we did not wait long
before all the articles were brought to us, except the pinnace's
iron tiller, which I'was told was {till farther off. Bug, when
I wanted to go afiesr iy, I found Lhc._uhie#wmmﬁ__tgpm-
ceed ; and he actually gave me the 1lip, and retired into the
country. Without him I knew I could do nothing. The
people began to be alarmed when they faw 1 was for going
farther; by which I concluded that the tiller was out of
their reach alfo. T, therefore, fent one of them to the chief
to defire him toreturn. He rerurned accordingly ; when we
{at down, and had fome victuals fet before us; thinking

perhaps that, as I had not breakfalted, I muft be hungry,

Sunday 2g.

and not in a good humour. Thus I was amufed till two
hogs were produced, which they intreated me to ‘accept.
This I did, and then their fears vanifhed; and I thought
myfelf not ill off in having gotten two good hogs for a thing

which
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

which feemed to be quite out of my reach. Matters being
thus fettled, we returned on board, and had thie company of
the chief and his fon to dinner. After that we all went
athore, where a play was acted for the entertainment of
fuch as would fpend their time in looKing ac it. Befides
thefe plays, which the chief caufed frequently to'be alted,
there ‘were a fer of {trolling players in the neighbour-
hood who performed every day. But their pieces feem-
ed to be fo much alike, that we foon grew tired of them;
efpecially as we could not coelle® any  interefling circum-
ftances from them, We, our fhip, and our country, were
frequently brought on the ftage; bur on what account I
know not. It can hardly be doubted, that this-was defigned
as a compliment to us, and probably not acted but when
fome of us:were prefent. I generally appeared at Oreo's
theatre towards the clofe of the play, and twice at the other,
in order to give my mite to the aGtors. The only actrels at
Oreo’s theatre was his daughter, a pretty brown girl, at
whofe fhrine, on thefe occafions, many offerings were made
by her numerons voraries;—=Fhic 1 belicve, was one great
inducement to her father’s giving us thelc entertainments {0
often.

Early in the morning of the zeth, I fet out with the two
boats, accompanied by the two Mr. Forflers, Oedidee, the
chief, his wife, {on, and daughter, for an eftate which Oedi-
dee called his, fitnated at the north end of the iflannd. There
I was promifed to have hogs and fruit in abundance ; bur
when we came there we found that poor Oedidee could not
command one fingle thing, whatever right he might have to

‘the Whenosa, which was now in pofleffion of his brother, who,

foon after we landed, prefented to me, with the ufual cere-

3 mony,
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

mony, two pigs. I made him a very handfome prefent in
return, and Oedidee gave him every thing he had lefe of
what he had collected the time he was with us.

After this ceremony was over, I ordered one of the pigs to
be killed and drefled for dinner, and attended myfelf to the
whole operation, which was as follows: They firflt ftrangled
the hog, which was done by three men; the hog being
placed on his back, two of them laid a pretty ftrong ftick
acrofs his throat, and prefled with all their weight on each
end; the third man held his hind legs, kept him on his
back, and plugged up his fundament with graf(s, I fuppofe
to prevent any air from pafling or repaffing that way. In
this manner they held him for about ten minutes before he
was quite dead. In the mean time, fome hands were em-
ployed in making a fire, to heat the oven, which was
clofe by. As foon as the hog was quite dead, they laid
him on the fire, and burnt or finged the hair, fo that
it came off with almoft the fame eafe as if it had been
fcalded.” As the hair was got off one part, anotherwis ap-
plied to the fire till they had got off the whole, yet not fo
clean but that another operation was neceflary; which was
to carry it to the fea-fide, and there give it a good fcrubbing
with fandy ftones, and fand. This brought off all the {curf,
&c. which the fire had left on. After well wathing off the
fand and dirt, the carcafe was brought again to the former
place, and laid on clean green leaves, in order to be opened.
They firft ripped up the fkin of the belly, and took out the
fat or lard from between the fkin and the fleth, which they
laid on'a large green leaf. The belly was then ripped open,
and the éntrails raken out, and carried away in a bafker, fo
that I know not what became of them ; but am certain they
were not thrown away. The blood was next taken out and
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put into a large leaf, and then the lard; which was put to the
other fat. The hog was now wathed clean, both infide and
out, with frefh water, and feveral hot ftones put into his belly,
which were fhaken in under the breaft, and

crammed in upon them.

green leaves
By this time the oven was fuffi-
ciently heated; what fire remained was taken away, toge-
ther with fome of r]m hot flones ; the reft made a kind of
pavement in the bottom of the hole or oven, and were co-

vercd with leaves on which the hog was placed on his belly.

The lard and fat, after being wathed with water, were put
into a vefiel, made uuc then of the green bark of a plantain

iree; [ Tl'l..l.. 1CI° 1\.-'.-.' 11

two or three hot flones, and p];'ll:i_’\-. on
onc lide the hog. A hor ftone was put to the blood, which
was tied up in the leaf, and put into the oven ; as alfo bread-

fruit and plantains. Then the whole was covered with

green leaves, on which were laid the remainder of the hot
fort of rub-
bith they could lay their hands on; finithing the operation
by weéll covering the whole with carth. While the viftuals
were baking, a table was I"prt::[d_x_ﬁtﬁ grecn leaves on the
floor, at one end of a large boat-houfe.
hours and ten minutes, the oven was opened,

itones; over them were leaves; then any

At the clofe of 1w

and all the
taken out. Thofeof the 111111'{:5 who dined with us,
hemfelves, at one end of

victuals
{at down by t - the table, and we at
the other. The hog was placed before us, and the fat and
blood before them, on which they chiefly dined, and faid it
was Mamity, very good victuals; and we not only faid, but
thought the fame of the pork. The hog weighed about fifiy
pounds. Some parts about the ribs I thought rather over-
done; but the more flefhy parts were excellent; and the
fkin, which by our way of drefling can hardly be eaten, had,
by this method, a tafte and flavour fuperior to any thing I ever
met
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met with of the kind. T have now only to add, that during
the whole of the various operations, they exhibited a clean-
linefs well worthy of imitation, I have been the more par-
ticular in this account, becaufe I do not remember that any
one of us had feen the whole procefs before ; nor is it well
defcribed in the narrative of my former voyage.

While dinner was preparing, I took a view of this Whensoa
of Oedidee. It was fmall, but a pleafant {pot ; and the houfes
were fo difpoled as to form a very pretty village, which is
very rarely the cafe at thefe ifles. Soon after we had dined,
we fet out for the fhip, with the other pig, and a few races
of plantains, which proved to be the fum total of our great
expectations.

In our return to the fhip, we put afhore at a place where,
in the corner of a houfe, we faw four wooden images, each
two feet lopg, flanding on a fhelf, having a piece of cloth
round their middle, and a kind of turban on their heads, in
which were ftuck long cocks feathers. A perfon in the houfe
told us they were, Eatuza noteTouton, gods of thedervants or
{laves. Idoubt if this be fufficient to conclude that they pay
them divine worfhip, and that the fervants or flaves are not
allowed the {fame gods as men of more elevated rank. I
never heard that Tupia made any fuch diftinétion, or that
they worfhipped any vifible thing whatever. Befides, thefe
were the firlt wooden gods we had feen in any of the ifles ;
and all the authority we had for their being fuch, was the
bare word of perhaps a fuperftitious perfon, and whom we
were likewife liable to mifunderftand. It muft be allowed
that the people of this ifle are in general more fuperftitious
than at Otaheite. At the firflt vifit | made the chief after our
arrival, he defired I would not fuffer any of my people to

Bbba2 {hoot
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fhoot herons and wood-peckers ; birds as facred with them as
rebin-red-brealls, fwallows, &c. are with many old women in
England. Tupia, who was a prieft, and well acquainted
with their religion, cuftoms, traditions, &c. paid little or no
regard to thefe birds. I mention this, becaufe fome amongft
us were of opinion that thefe birds are their Fatuas, or gods.
We, indeed, fell into this opinion when I was here in 1769, and
into fome others ftill more abfurd, which we had undoubt-
edly adopted if Tupia had not undeceived us. A man of
his knowledge and underflanding we have not fince met
with, and confequently have added nothing to his account
of their religion, but fuperflitious notions.

The people knowing that we thould fail foon, began on
the 31ft to bring on board fruit more than ufual. Amongft
thofe who came was a young man who meafured fix feet
four inches and fix-tenths; and his fifter, younger than him,
meafured five feet ten inches and an half. A brifk trade
for hogs and fruit continued on the 11t of June. On the 2d,
in the aftcrnoon, ‘we' gotwinteligence thar. three
before, two fhips had arrived at Huaheine. The fame
report faid the one was commanded by Mr. Banks, and
the other by Captain Furneaux.

days

The man, who hrDiq%h:
the account, faid he was made drunk on board one of them,
and defcribed the perfons of Mr. Banks and Captain Fur-
neaux fo well, that I had not the leaft doubt of the truth,
and began to confider about {fending a boat over, that very
evening, with orders to Captain Furneaux, when a man, a
friend of Mr. Forfler, happened to come on board, and de-
nied the whole, {aying it was wd 2oarre, 2 lie. The man
from whom we had the intelligence was now gone, fo that
i could not confront them, and there were none elfe prefent
who



AND ROUND THE WORLD.

who knew any thing about it but by report; fo that I laid
afide fending over a boat till I thould be better informed.
This evening we entertained the people with fire-works, on
one of the little ifles near the entrance of the harbour.

[ had fixed on the next day for {ailing, but the intelligence
from Huaheine put 2 flop toit. The chief had promifed to
bring the man on board who firlt brought the account; but
he was either not to be found, or would not appear. In the
morning, the people were divided in their opinions; butin
the afternoon, all faid it was a falfe report. I had fent Mr.
Clerke, in the morning, to the fartheft part of the ifland, to
make inquiries there; he rerurned withour learning any
thing fatisfactory, In fhort, the report appeared now too ill
founded, to authorife me to fend a boat over, or to wait any
longer here ; and, therefore, early in the morning of the 4th,
1 got every thing in readinefs to fail. = Oreo the chief, and his
whole family, came on board, to take their laft farewel,
accompanied by Oo-oo-rou, the Earee de br, and Boba the Earee
of Otaha, and feveral of their friends. None of themcame
empty; but Oo-co-rou brought a pretty large prefent,
this being his firft and only vifit. 1 diftributed amongft
them almoift every thing I had left. The very hofpitable
manner in which I had ever been received by thefe people,
had endeared them to me, and given them a juft title to
every thing in my power to grant. I queftioned them again
abourt the thips at Huaheine; and they all, to a man, denied
that any were there. During the time thefe people remain-
ed on board, they were continually importuning me to
return. The chief, his wife and daughter, but efpecially the
two latter, {carcely ever ceafed weeping, I will not pretend
to fay whether it was real or feigned grict they fhewed on
this
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

this occafion. Perhaps there was a mixture of both; but
were I to abide by my own opinion only, I thould believe it
was real. At laft, when we were about to weigh, they took
a moft affectionate leave. Oreo’s laft requeft was for me to
return ; when he faw he could nor obrain that promife, he
afked the name of my Marai (burying-place). As ftrange a
queftion as this was, I hefitated not a moment to tell him
Stepney; the parifh in which I live when in London. T was
made to repeat it {feveral times over till they could pronounce
it: then, Stepney Marai no Toote was echoed through an
hundred I afterwards found the fame
queftion had been put to Mr. Forfter by a man on thore; but
hie gave a different, and indeed more proper anfwer, by fay-
ing no man, who ufed the fea, could fay where he fhould be
buried. It is the cuftom at thefe ifles for all the great fami-
lies to have burial-places of their own, where their remains
are interred. Thefe go with the eftate to the next heir. The
Maraz at Oparree in Otaheite, when Tootaha {wayed the
fcepter, was called Marai no Tootaba; but now it is called
Marai no Otoo. What greater proof could we have of thefe
people eflteeming us as friends, than their withing to re-
member us, even beyond the period of our lives? They had

mouths at once.

been repeatedly rold that we {hould fee them no more; they
then wanted to know where we were to mingle with our pa-
rent duft.

As I could not promife, or even fuppofe, that more Eng-

o

lifth thips would be fent to thofe ifles, our faithful compa-
I

nion Oedidee chofe to remain in his native country. But he

lefr us with a regret fully demonfirative of the efteem he

{=] d

bore to us; nor could any thing, but the fear of never re-

turning, have torn him from us. When the chief teafed me

o much about returning, 1fometimes gave fuch anfwers as

left
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

left them hopes. Oecdidee would inflantly catch at this,
take me on one fide, and afk me over again. In fhort, Thave
not words to defcribe the anguifh which appeared in this
young man's breaft, whenhe went away, «He looked up at
thie fhip, burft into tears, and then funk down into the canaoe.
The maxim thar a prophet has no honour in his own coun-
try, was never more fully verified thanin this youth, ArOta-
heite he might have had any thing that was in their power
to beftow; whereas here he was not in the leaft noticed. He
was a youth of good parts, and like moft of his countrymen,
of a docile, ;;t-mlc, and humane difpofition ; bur, in a2 man-
ner, wholly ignorant of their religion, government, man-
ners, cuftoms, and wraditions; confequently, no material
knowledge could have been gathered from him, had I brought
him away. Indeed, he would have been a better {pecimen
of the nation, in every refpect, than Omai. Juil as Oedidee
was going out of the fhip, he afked me to Taton fome Paron
for him, in order to thew the commanders of any other thips
which might flop here. I complied with his requeft; gave
him a certificate of the time he had been with us—andre-
commended-himetethenotice of thole who might touch at

the ifland after me.

We did not get clear of our friends till eleven o'clock,
when we weighed, and put to fea; but Qedidee did not
leave us till we were almoft out of the harbour. He flayed,
in order to fire fome guns; for it being his Majelty’s birth=
day, we fired the falute at going away.

When T firft came to thele iflands, I had fome thought of
vifiting Tupia's famous Bolabola. But as I had now
ot on board a plentuful fupply of all manner of refreth-
ments, and the route I had in view allowing me no time to

3 {pare,
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fpare, I laid this defign afide, and directed my courfe to the

v —— Welt; taking our final leaveof thefe happy ifles,on which be-

Saturday 4.

nevolent Nature has fpread her luxuriant fweets with 2 lavith
hand. The natives, copying the bounty of Nature, are equally
liberal ; contributing plentifully and cheerfully to the wants
of mavigarors. During the fix weeks we had remained at
them we had freth pork, and all the fruits which were in
{feafon, in the utmoft profufion; befides fith at Oraheire, and
fowls at the other ifles. All thefe articles we got in exchange
for axes, hatchets, nails, chiflels, cloth, red feathers, beads,
knives, fcillars, looking-glafles, &c. articles which will ever
be valuable here. I ought not to omit thirts as a very ca-
pital article in making prefents; efpecially with thofe who
have any connexions with the fair fex. A fhirt here is full
as neceflary as a .piece of gold in England. The ladies at
Otaheite, after they had pretty well firipped their lovers of
fhirts, found a method of clothing themfelves with their
own cloth. It was their cuftom to go on thore every morn-
ing, and to return on board in the evening, generally clad
in rags. Thisfurmhed.a pretence to importune the lover
for better cloaths ; and when he had no more aflrtsown, lic
was to drefs them in new cloth of the country, which they
always left athore; and appearing again in rags, they muft
again be clothed. So that the fame fuit might pafs through
twenty different hands, and be as often fold, bought, and
given away.

Before I finifh this account of thefe iflands, it is neceflary
to mention all I know concerning the government of Ulietea
and Otaha. Oreo, fo often mentioned, is a native of Bola-
bola; but is poflefled of Whenosas or lands at Ulietea ; which,
I fuppofe, he, as well as many of ‘his countrymen, got at the

conquelt.
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conqueflt. He refides here as Opoony's lieutenant 3 feeming
to be vefled with regal authority, and to be the fupreme
magiftrate in theifland. Oo-oo-rou,who is the Eares by heredi-
tary right, feems to have little more left him than the bare
title, and his own Whenooa or difirict; in which, I think, he is
fovereign. 1 have always feén Orco pa-'y' him the refpeét
due to his rank; and he was pleafed when he faw me dif
tinguifh him from others.

Otaha, {o far as I can find, is upon the very fame footing.
Boba and Ota are the two chiefs ; the latter I have not feen;
Boba is a ftout, well-made young man; and we were told,
i3, after Opoony's'death, to marry his daughter, by which
marriage he will be vefted with the fame regal authority as
Opoony has now; fo that, it {hould feem, though a woman
may be vefted with regal dignity, the cannot have regal
power. I cannot find that Opoony has got any thing to
himfelf by the conqueft of thefe illes, any farther than
providing for his nobles, who have feized on beft part of
the lands, He feems to have no demand on them for any
of the many articles they have had.from us. Oedidee has
feveral times enumerated to me all the axes, nails, &c.
which Opoony 1s poffefled of, which hardly amount to as
manyas he had from me when I faw him in 1769. Old as
this famous man is, he feems not to fpend his laft days in
indolence. When we firft arrived here, he was at Maurana ;
{oon after, he returned to Bolabola; and ,we were now told,
he was gone to Tubi.

I thall conclude this account of thefe iflands, with fome
obfervations on the watch which Mr. Wales hath commu-
nicated to me. At our arrival in Matavai Bay in Otaheite,

Vor. L. T the

Satucday 4.
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the longitude pointed out by the watch was 2° 8’ 38" ; too
far to the Weft; that is, it had lef, fince our leaving Queen
Charlotte’s Sound, of its then rate of going, 8 34" X
This was in about five months, or rather more, during
which time it had pafied through the extremes of cold and
heat. Tt was judged that half this error aroleafter we left
Eafter Ifland ; by which it appeared that it went better in the
cold than in the hot climates.

END OF THE FIRST VOLW®WME,
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